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UFE or THE AUTHO*. 



WiLLUJi E11MA.1NE, an English divine and writer of great popnlattnr, 
was bora at Hartlepool in the coonty oT Dorham, Sept. 25, 1714. lui 
fiuher, one of the French Protestants, who took refnge in England npon the 
revocation of the edict of Nantz, resided at Hartlepool as a merchant, and 
nartiealarly as a dealer in corn. He had two sons and three daaghters, 
whom he educated in the strict doctrines and discipline of the church 01 
England, and lived to see well settled in the world before he left it in 17r»7. 
His second son, William, gave indication, at a very early age, of consider- 
able talents, and a laudable eagerness to improve them. This induced his 
father to send him to the grammar-school, at Houghton-le-Spring, a viHaee 
in the road from Onrbam to Sunderland. This school was founded by the 
celebrated Bernard Gilpin, rector of that parish at the memorable era of 
the RelbrmatioL At this seminary Mr. Ilomaine continued seven vears, 
and in 1730 or 1731 was sent to Oxford, where he was entered nrst at 
Hertford college, and thence removed to Christ-church. He resided prin- 
' eipalfy at Oxford till he took his degree of master of arts, Oct. 15, 1737, 
having been ordained a deacon at Hereford, a year before, by Dr. Egerton, 
bishop of that diocess. 

His first engagement was the curacy of Loe Trenchard, near Lidford, in 
Devonshire. In the year following he appears to have been resident at 
Epsom, in Surry, from the date of a letter from him, Oct. 4, 1738, to Rev. 
William Warburton, upon the publication of his ' Divine Legi.tion of 
Moses.' In the same year he was ordained a priest by Dr. Hoadly, bishop 
of Winchester. His title for orders was probably a nomination to the 
church of Banstead, which he served some years, together v<rith that of 
Horton, near Epsom, being curate to Mr. Edwards, who had both these 
livings. At Banstead he became acquainted with Sir Daniel Lambert 
lord mayor of London in 1741, who had a country-house in this parish, 
and appointed Mr. Rgraaine to be chaplain during his mayoralty. 

The first sermon which he printed had been preached before the nniver- 
fity at Oxford, March 4, 1739. It was entitled, ' The Divine Legation of 
Moses demonstrated, from his having made express mention of, and insisted so 
oiach on, the doctrine of a future state ; whereby Mr. W*arburton's attempt 
to prove the Divine Legation of Moses, from the omission of a future state, 
IS proved to be absurd, and destructive of all revelation.' This was followed 
by a second sermon, preached also before the university, entitled, * Fnture 
rewards and punishments proved to be the sanctions of the Mosaic dispen- 
sation.' These sermons and the letter abuve mentioned to Mr. Warburfon 
involved him in a personal dispute* with that gentleman ; Mr. Romaine in 
his letter attempted to be witty and sarcastic ; Warburton used the sanitt 
weapons, and could handle them better. The controversy, however, did 
lot laat long. Mr. Romaine appeared to more advantage in 174*2, in another 
'erroon beure the university, entitled, ' Jepthah's Vow fulfilled, and his 
daughter not sacrificed.' The ingenuity with which he proved this opinion 
obtained him much credit, and was by many looked upon as a new disco- 
very ; which it certainly was not, as Uie same point was contended for in a 

* 0ee an accoant of it ia * The Worki of the Leaniod,* for Autttsi I*^ 
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■ermon printed in the works of Dr. Thomas Taylor, of Aldermanhntff , at 
eminent Paritan divine, who died in 1632. Besides other sermons oefore 
the nniversity, he preached one in 1757, entitled, 'The Lord oar 
Righteousness;' in consequence of which he was refused anj future 
admission into the uaiversitjr pnlpit. He interpreted the articles of the 
charch in the strict Calvanistic sense, which at this time gave great 
offence. * ^ 

Mr. Romaine had been engaged in superintending for the press a new 
edition of Calasio's ' Hebrew Concordance and Lexicon,' in foor volumes 
folio ; a work which employed him seven years, and in 1747 he published 
the first volume. The origmal of this work was the concordance of Rabbi 
Nathan, a Jew, entitled * Meir Nethib,* pablished at Venice in 1533, fol. 
with great faults and defects. A second edition was published at Basil bj 
Froben, much more correct, in 1581, fol. The third edition is this of Ca- 
lasio, which he swelled into four large volumes, by adding, 1. A Latin 
translation of Rah. Nathan's explanation of the several roots, with the sn- 
thor's own enlargements. 2. The Rabbinical, Chaldee, Striae, and A) a 
bic words, derived from, or agreeing with, the Hebrew root m significati^»n. 
3. A literal version of the Hebrew text. 4. The variations of the Vulgaiu 
and Septuagint. 5. The proper names of men, rivers, mountains. Mr. 
Romaioe's work is a very splendid and useful book, improved from that of 
Calasio ; but in point of usefulness thought greatly inferior to Dr. Taylor's 
Hebrew Concordance. The Hon. aud Rev. Mr. Cadogan, in the fife of 
Mr. Romaine, censures him for having omitted his author's account of the 
word which is usually rendered Grod, and having substituted his own in the 
body of the work ; a liberty which no editor is entitled to take, although he 
may be justified in adding, by way of note, to what his author has advanced. 

The theological sentiments of Mr. Romaine were not so common in his 
early days as they are now, and therefore rendered him more conspicuous. 
As a clergyman of the church of England he adhered to the most rigid inter- 
pretation of the thirty-nine articles. The grand point which he laboured in the 
pulpit, and in all his writings, was the doctrine of the imputed righteousness 
of Christ. He was also a zealous 4isciple of the celebrated Hutchmson, at 
a time when he had not many followers in this kingdom. From some dis- 
satisfaction, however, or want of success in his ministry, he appears to 
have formed an intention of leaving England, and settling in the country of 
his ancestors. He was prevented from executing this design, by what he 
piously deemed a providential interposition. He had actually made the 
necessary preparations, and was going to the water-side, in order to secure 
his passage, when he was met by a gentleman, a total stranger fo him, who 
asked him if his name was not Romaine. He answered that it was. The 
gentleman had formerly been acquainted with his father, and, observing & 
strong resemblance to him in his son, was induced to make the inquiry. 
After some introductory conversation, he told him, that the lectureship of 
the united parishes of St. George's Botolph-lane ana St. Botolph's Bil- 
lingsgate was then vacant ; and that, having some interest in those parishes, 
he would exert it in his behalf, if he would become a candidate for 'he 
lectureship. Mr. Romaine consented, provided he should not be obliged 
to canvass in person; a custom which he always thought inconsistent wi:h 
the character of a clergyman, and a^rainst which he openly protested many 
yearn afterwards, when he was candidate for the living ot Blackfriars, He 
was chosen lecturer of St. Botolph's in 1748, and the yeai following lec- 
turer of St. Dunstan's in the West. In the person of his predecessor in the 
latter (Dr. Terrick,) two lectureships were united : the one founded by Dr. 
White, for the ase of the benchers of the Temple ; the other a common 
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paikMectareihip. Mr. R4muuae was elected te both, ud < 
years in the qaiet exercise of his office, notU an oppoaitkMi ansae, which 
ended in a lawsuit that deprived him of the parish4eetareehip, bat eoi^ 
finned him in that founded by Dr White, and endowed with a sakry ol 
eighteen pounds a year. Lest this should be removed from the parish, the 
use of the church was granted to him ; bat as Lord MansfieUl's deeiaioa 
was, that seven o'clock m the evening was a convenient time to preach 
the lecture, the churchwardens refused to open the chupch till that hoar, 
and to light it when there was occasion. His predecessor, however. Dr. 
Terrick, then become bishop of London, interposed so effeetoally. and 
gave such a character of Mr. Romaine, that this ungenerous opposition 
ceased, every proper accommodation was allowed to his congregatioa, and 
be continued quietly to exercise his ministry here to the eikd of his life. 

In 1750 he was appointed assistant morning preacher in the church of 
St. George, Hanover-square. The rector, who both appointed him to this 
place, and removed him from it, was Dr. Trebeck. Mr. Cadogan informs 
as, that ' the first act originated not in personal friendship, but in the re- 
commendation of his character: the latter arose from the popularity and 
plainness of his ministry. He preached Christ crucified amongst those 
who are least disposed to receive him. The church was filled with the 
poor, and forsaken by the rich : and that which (as a nobleman is said te 
have observed) was never complained of in a playhouse, was admitted as 
n just cause of complaint in the nouse of God. When notice was given him. 
that the crowd of people attending from different parts caused great incon 
venience to the inhabitants, who could not safely get to their seats, he re 
ceived it in the most placid manner, and said, be was willing to relinquish 
an office which he had faithfully performed, hoping that his doctrine had 
been Christian, and owning the inconvenience which bad attended his 
parishioners.' 

About 1752, he was appointed professor of astronomy in Gresham col- 
lege. His knowledge or the subject was sufficient to (qualify him for this 
situation, but his zeal for Hutchinsonian principles led him to dispute some 

Earts of the Newtonian philosopher in a way which did not greatly advance 
is reputation, and he did not retain his professorship long. He was far 
more popular aflerward in his opposition to the Jew Bill. AH his writings 
on this subject were collected by himself, and printed by the city of Lon- 
don. On quitting his situation in St. George's, Hanover-square, in 1756, 
he became curate and morning preacher at St. Olave's, Southwark ; and, 
when he lefl it in 1759, he became morning preacher, for nearly two years, 
at St. Bartholomew the Great, near West Smith6eld. In 1764, he was chosen 
by the inhabitants of St. Andrew, Wardrobe, and St. Anne, Blackfriars, 
to be their rector, the right of presentation, which is vested in the crown 
and in the parishioners alternately, then belonging to the latter. This pro- 
duced a suit in chancery, which was decided in his favour in 1766. In this 
situation he continu<)d during thirty years, and was probablv the most popu- 
lar preacher of his day. It was noticed in the newspapers that, on the Good 
Friday, afler his being settled here, he administered the sacrament to up- 
wards of five hundred persons, and on the Sunday following to upwards 
of three hundred, numbers which bad never been remembered by the 
oldest inhabitant. From this time he devoted himself to the service of bis 
parishicnors and his hearers at St. Dunstan's, but was frequently solicited 
to plead the cause of charity for various institutions, and few preachers 
ever produced more money on such occasions. 

His useful labours at length terminated on Sunday, Jul^r 36, 1795. Da 
-ing his illness, which lasted seven weeks, his zeal, his faith, his animated 

1* 
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evinced, in the graidnal eppfoeehes of death, the hope, and eonselation, 
and triumph of a Christian. Hia character thnmghout life was nnifonn 
and regnlar : his surviving friends have dwelt on it with pleasare, and it cer- 
tainly was as free from frailty as the imperfect state of human natore can 
admit. The only prominent objection was a degree of hastiness of tem- 
per, or occasional irritabiiitj ; but even that he had conquered, in a great 
measure, many years before bis death. By them, to whom his preaching 
was acceptable, and to whom his memoiy is yet dear, his printed works are 
held in high estimation, and have gone through various editions. Besides 
the single Sermons, Calasio's Concordance, and a Comment on the 107th 
Psalm, Mr. Romaine publfehed, in the course of his life, 1. 'Twelve Ser- 
mons upon Solomon's Song,' 1759. 2. * Twelve Discourses upon the 
Law and Gospel,' 1760. 3. ' The life of Faith,' 1763. 4. The Scrip- 
tare Doctrine of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper,' 1765. 5. 'The 
Walk of Faith,' 1771, 2vds. 6. *An Essay on Psalmody,' 1775. 7. 
* The Triumph of Faith.' 

These were collected soon after his death, in a uniform edition, with some 
additional pieces and a life, in which a ven full account rs given of his reli- 
gions principles and ministerial labours. He appears to have been in some 
respects an eztraordinar;^ character. Although usually reproached with being 
a methodtst, a word which is not always very clearly understood by those 
who employ it in the service of controversial animosity, he was one of the 
most zealous advocates for the church of England that has appeared in 
modem times. His attachment to her doctrines and discipline, indeed, was 
■uch as left him but a moderate share of respect fbr the dissenters, by whom 
he was often accused of intolerance and bigotry. Towards the close of 
life, however, it is said, he entertained more candour towards the Calvanis- 
tic Dissenters, although he was to the last a strenuous advocate for the ser- 
vice and forms of the church ; and it is certain that many dissenters of the 
stricter sort contributed to increase his audiences, which were in general the 
fullest ever known in London. Nor ought it to be forgotten in the catalogue 
of his virtues that he evinced, in money matters, a great share of indepen- 
dent spirit. He refused targe offers from the booksellers for the use or his 
name to religious compilations, and on one occasion no less than 5001. 
when his annual income did not amount to half the sum. His funeral, 
besides being attended by a very numerous concourse of friends, and a 
long train of carriages of persons of considerable rank, was honoured with 
the presence of the city marshals and other officers, and faneral sermons 
were preached on the occasion in various churches, some of which were 
afterward published. Mr. Romaine married in 1755 a Miss Price, who 
•nrvived him aboYit six years, by whom he had a daughter who died young, 
and two sons, the eMest, Dr. Romaine of Reading, the second, Capt. Ro 
maine, who died in 1783, at Trincomale, in the island of Ceylon.* 

• Iilftpnflis4iektoweriulqrilwHaB.in«Rev.WUUanBraaB]eyOadDfBii 
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The design of this little treatise is to display the gloiy and all-anfliciency 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and to encourage weak behevers to clorirj hino 
more by dependiD||; and living more upon his all-sofficiency. WbatOTei 
grace he has promised in his word, he is faithful, and he is almighty to be* 
stow, and they may receive it of him freely by the hand of faith. This is 
its use and office, as a hand or instrument, having first received Christ, to 
be continually receiving out of Christ's fulness. The apostle calls this 
' living by faith,* a life received and continued, with all the strength, com* 
A)rts and blessings belonging to it, by faith in the Son of God, and be also 
mentions the work of faith, its working effectDally in the hearts and Uvea 
of believers, through Christ stren^henin^ them, and its growing in them, 
yea growing exceedingly from faith to faith, by the power of him who 
loveth them. This is the subject; and it properly belongs to those onlj 
who have obtained the true faith given them of God, and wrought in their 
hearts by his word and Spirit. Such persons meet with many difficulties 
every day to try their faith, and to hinder them from depending continually 
upon the Lord Christ for all things belonging to life and godliness. By 
what means these difficulties may be overcome is plainly uught in Scrip* 
tare, is clearly promised, and is attained by faith, which becomes dailv 
more victorious, as it is enabled to trust, that he is faithful who promised. 
The strengthening of it I have had all ahne in view, hoping to be the 
means, under God, of leading the weak befiever by the hand, and of re* 
moving hinderances out of his way, until the Lord thoroughly settle and 
establish him in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. 

But I must admonish the reader, that I do not expect this merely from 
what I have written. It is too high and great a work for any mere man. 
Faith is the gifl of God : and he alone who gives it, can increase it The 
Author of the faith is also the finisher of it ; and we do not use the means 
to set the Lord of all means aside. No, we use them that we may find 
him in them. It is his presence, which makes the use of them effectual. 
By this, and this only, can any reader of this little book be rendered stronger 
in faith. Being well assured of this, I have therefore looked up to him 
myself, and it will be for thy profit also, reader, to look up to him in prayer, 
for his blessing. Entreat him of his grace to xountenance this feeble at- 
tempt to rromote his glory and his people's good. Beg of him to make 
ihy reading of it the means of thy growth in faith, and to accompany it * 
with the supply of his Holy Spirit to every believer, into whose haqdii it 
may fall. And forget not in thy prayers and praises to remember the Author. 

Since the first printing of this book several spurious editions have been 
published at London and Dublin, very full of faults and mistakes : for the 
Aike of setting my own sentiments correctly before the public, I have given 
Mrs. Trapp leave to print from my own copy. I bless God who has ena- 
bled me to revise the press, and to put my last hand to the work, by making 
e^ch additions and alterations, as seemecf to me necessary, to render the sub* 
-;oCt more plain to common readers. In this, and in all things, I desire tc 
approve myself to my Lord and Master, whose I am, and whom I serve 
and whatever good I have or do, to him be all the praise. Bl es sed be bia 
name this day, henceforth, and through the day of etemitj. 

Ap.il*^, 1793- 
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THE 

LIFE OF FAITH. 



> The peraoiu, for whoie Qte this little trftot is drawa up, an 
supposed to be practically aoqaainted with these following 
truths : they have been oonTinoed of sin, and convinoed of 
rigfhteousness. The word of Ghd has been made efieetual, 
by the application of the Holy Spirit, to teaoh them the nature 
of the divine law, and, upon comparing their hearts and their 
lives with it, they have been brought in guilty. They found 
themselves fallen creatures, and they felt the sad consequences 
of the fall, namely, total ignorance in the nnderstanding of 
God and his ways, an open rebellion against him in the will, 
and an entire enmity in the heart, a life spent in the service of 
the world, the! flesh, and the devil ; and, on all these accounts, 
guilty before God, and by nature children oi wrath. When 
they were convinced of those truths in their judgments, and 
the awakened conscience sought fer ease and deliverance, then 
they found they were helpless and without strength. They 
could take no step, nor do any thing, which could in the least 
save them from their sins : whatever method they thought of, 
it failed them upon trial, and lefl conscience more uneasy than 
before. Did they purpose to repent ? they found such a re- 
pentance, as God would be pleased with, was the gifl of Christ : 
he was exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repent- 
ance. Suppose they thought of reforming their lives, yet 
what is to become of their old sins ? Will present obedience, 
•if it could be perfectly paid, make any atonement for past dis- 
obedience ? Will the broken law take part of our duty for 
the whole ? No : it has determined, that, whosoever shall 
keep the whole law, and yet oflend in one point, he is guilty 
of all. And let him be ever so careful in doing what the Jaw 
requires, or in avoiding what the law forbids, let him fast and 
pray and give alms, hear and read the word, be early and late 
• at ordinances, yet the enlightened conscience cannot be here- 
with satisfied ; because by these duties he cannot undo the 
'sin ooomiitted, and because he will find so many failings in 
them, that they will be still adding to his guilt and increasing 
his misery. 
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What method then shall ho take f the more he strives to 
make himself better, the worse he finds himself: he sees the 
pollution of sin greater ; he discovers more of its guilt ; he 
finds in himself a want of all good, and an inclination to all 
evil. He is now convinced that the law is liddy, just, and good, 
but, when he would keep it, evil is present with him. This 
makes him deeply sensible of his guilty helpless state, aad 
shews him, that by the works of the law he cannot be saved. 
His heart, like a fountain, is coAtinaaUy tendiag forth evil 
thoughts ; yea, the very imaginations <)€ ft we only and alto* 
gether evil, and words and w^ks partttke of thfl nature of that 
evil fountain from whence they flow : so that, after all his 
efforts, he cannot quiet his oonscienee, mor obtain peftce with 
God. 

The law, having done its ofliee as ft ■ehooknaster, by eo«* 
vincing him df these truths, atofw hit mouftk that ho bao not • 
word to say, wliy sentenee shoald not be pMMed upon htm ; 
and there it leaves him, guilty and hdpleas. It oaoi do notk* 
tng mc^e for him, than shew him that he k a di^ of wrath, 
and that he deserves to have the wrath of Gkd i^bidiog upon 
him for ever t for * by the law is the kttowle%o of am/ 

The gospel finds him in this condition, as &o good Saiftarir' 
tan did the wounded traveller, and brings him good ttewv. 
It discovers to him the way of salvation c(»itrived in the cove- 
nant of grace, and manifests to him what the ever-blesaad 
Trinity had therein proposed, and what in the folness of time 
ivas accomplished. That all the perfections of the Grodhead 
might be infinitely and everlastingly glorified, the Father oovo> 
nanted to gain honour and dignity to his law and justiee, to 
his faithfulness and holiness, by insisting upon laaa's appeap- 
ing at his bar in the perfect righteousness of the law : buit 
man, having no such righteousnest of his own, all having 
sinned, and there being none righteous, no, not one ; how can 
he be saved ? The Lord Christ, a person in the Godhead co- 
equal and co-eternal with the Father, undertook to be his 
Saviour : he covenanted to stand up, as the head and surety of 
his people, in their nature and in their stead, to obey for them, 
that by his infiniteiy-preeious obedience many migltt bo I»fi4e 
righteous, and to sufier for them, that by his everlaattngty- 
meritorious stripes they imght be healed. Aocordingly in tins 
fulness of time ho came into the world, and was naAs Aesh, 
and God and man being as truly united in one person, as thio 
reasonable soul and flesh m one num. This adorsJble pessosp 
lived, and su&red, and died, as the representative of his peoplo: 
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the riglitecmmiesfl of his life ims to be their right and title to 
life, and the righteousness of his suffering's and death was to 
save them from all the sufferings due to their sins ; and thus 
the law and justice of the Father would be glorified in pardon- 
ing them, and his faithfulness and holiness made honourable 
in saving them : he might be strictly just, and yet the justifier 
of him who believeth in Jesus. 

In this covenant the Holy Spirit, a person co-equal and co- 
eternal with the Father and the Son, undertook the gracious 
office of quickening and convincing sinners in their consciences 
how guilty they were, and how much they wanted a Saviour, 
and in their judgments how able he was to save all that come 
unto God through him, and in their hearts to receive him, and 
jo believe unto righteousness, and then in their walk and con- 
versation to live upon his grace and strength. His office is 
thus described by our blessed Lord in John xvi. 13, 14. * When 
the Spirit of truth is come he shall glorify me : for he shall 
take of mine, and shall shew it unto you ;* that is, when he 
comes to convince sinners of sin, of righteousness, and of 
judgment, he takes of the things of Christ, and glorifies him 
by shewing them what a fulness there is in him to save. He 
leads them into all necessary truth in their judgments, both 
concerning their own sinfulness, guilt and helplessness, and 
also concerning the almighty power of the God-man and his 
lawful authority to make use of it for their salvation. He opens 
their imderstandings to comprehend the covenant of grace, 
ind the offices of the eternal Trinity in this covenant, particu- 
trly the office of the sinners' surety the Lord Christ, and he 
convinces them that there is righteousness and strength, com- 
fort and rejoicing, grace for grace, holiness and glory, yea 
treasures infinite, everlasting treasures of these in Christ, and 
hereby he draws out their affections after Christ, and enables 
them with the heart to believe in him unto righteousness. 
And the Holy Spirit having thus brought them to the happy 
knowledge of their union with Christ, afterward glorifies him 
in their walk and conversation, by teaching them how to live 
by £uth upon his fulness, and to be continually receiving out 
of it grace for grace according to their continual needs. 

The corruption of our nature by the fall, and our recovery 
through Jesus Christ, are the two leading truths in the Chris- 
tian religion; and I suppose the persons, for whose sake this 
little tract is drawn up, not only to know them, but also to be 
established in them, steadfastly to believe and deeply experi- 
ence them. The necessity of their being well grounded io 
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them is very evident : for a sinner will never seek after nor 
desire Christ, farther than he feels his guilt and his misery ; 
nor will he receive Christ by faith, till ail other methods of 
saving himself fail j nor will he live upon Christ's fulness 
farther than he has an abiding sense of his own want of him.* 
Reader how do these truths appear to thee ? has the law of 
God arraigned thee in thy conscience ? hast thou been there 
brought in guilty, and has the Spirit of God deeply convinced 
thee by ;he law of sin, and of unbelief, and of thy helplessness, 
so as to leave thee no false resting-place short of Christ ^ Has 
he swept away every refuge of lies ? and thus put thee upon 
inquiring what thou must do to be saved ? If not, may the 
Lord the Spirit convince thee, and in his own good time bring 
thee to the Knowledge of thyself, and to the saving knowledge 
of and belief in Christ Jesus, without which this book can 
profit thee nothing. But, if thou hast been thus convinced, 
and the Lord has shone in thy understanding, and enlightened 
it with the knowledge of the way of salvation, then read on. 
May the Lord make what thou readest profitable to thine es- 
tablishment in the faith, which is in Christ Jesus. 

There are two things spoken of faith in Scripture, which 
liighly deserve the attention of every true believer. The first 
is, the state of safety, in which he is placed by Christ, and is 
delivered from every evil and danger in time and in eternity, 
to which sin had justly exposed him ; and the second is, the 
happiness of this state, consisting in an abundant supply of all 
spiritual blessings, freely given to him in Christ, and received 
as they are wanted by the hand of faith out of the fulness 
of Christ. By which means, whoever has obtained this pre- 
cious faith ought to have a quiet conscience at peace with God, 
ind need not fear any manner of evil, how much soever it be 
Jeserved, and thereby he may at all times come boldly to the 
throne of grace, to receive whatever is necessary for his com- 
ro»-table walk heavenward. Every grace, every blessing, 
promised in Scripture, is his, and he may a^d does enjoy them 
so far as he lives by faith upon the Son of God : so far his life 
and conversation are well ordered, his walk is even, his spirit- 
ual enemies are conquered, the old man is mortified with his 
a flections and lusts, and the new man is renewed day by day 
after the image of God in righteousness and true nohness. 
And from what he already enjoys by faith, and from the 
hopes of a speedy and perfect enjoyment, the Scripture war- 
rants him to rejoice in the Lord with joy unspeakable and fiilJ 
of q^lory. 
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It is much to be lamented, that few live up to these two pri* 
alleges of faith. Many persons, who are truly concerned about 
the salvation of their souls, live for years together fuU of doubts 
and fears, and are not established in the faith that is in Christ 
Jesus ; and several, who are in a good measure established, 
yet do not walk happily in an even course, nor experience the 
coutinual blessedness of receiving by faith a supply of every 
want out of the Saviour's fulness. These things I have long 
observed, and what I have been taught of them from the Scrip* 
lure and from the good hand of God upon me, I have put to- 
gether, and throw it as a mite into the treasury : I am sure it 
was never more wanted than at present. May the good Lord 
accept the poor oflfering, and bless it to the hearts of his dear 
I>eople, to the praise of the glory of his own grace. 

For the clearer understanding of what shall be spoken upon 
the life of faith, it will be needful to consider, first, what faith 
is ; for a man must have faith before he can make use of it : 
he must be in Christ, before he can live upon Christ. Now 
faith signifies the believing the truth of the word of Qod : so 
says Christ; ' Thy word is truth :' it relates to some word 
spoken, or to some promise made by him, and it expresses the 
belief which a person who hears it has of its being true. He as* 
scnts to it, relies upon it, and acts accordingly. This is faith. 
And the whole word of God, which is the ground of faith, may 
be reduced to two points, namely, — to what the law reveals 
concerning the justification of a righteous man, and to what 
the gospel reveals concerning the salvation of a sinner. An 
examination of these points will discover a great number of 
persons, who have no faith at all in the word of God. 

First, Every man in his natural state before the grace of 
Christ, and the inspiration of his Spirit, has no faith. The 
Scripture says, God hath shut up all that are in this state in 
unbelief; and when the Holy Spirit awakens any one of them, 
he convinces him of sin, and of unbelief in particular. * When 
the Comforter is come (says Christ,) he shall convince the 
world o( sin, because they believe not in me.* 

Secondly, A man who lives careless in sin has no faith. He 
does not believe one word that God says in his law. Let it 
warn him of his guilt, and shew him his great danger, yet he 
sets at nought the terror of the Lord. He acts as if there was 
no day of juagment, and no place of eternal torments *, he has 
no fear of God before his eyes. How can such a practical 
•itheist as this have any faith ? 

Thirdly, The formalist has no true faith. He is content 

2 
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with the fbnn of godliness, and denies die power of it. The 
veil of unbelief is upon his heart, and the pride of his own 
good works is ever before his eyes, that he finds no want of 
the salvation of Jesus, and is averse to the grace of the gospel. 
All his hopes arise from what he is in himself, and from what 
he is able to do for himself : he neither believes God speaking 
in the law, nor in the gospel : if he believed his word in the 
law, it would convict him of sin, and forbid him to go about to 
establish a righteousness of his own : because by the works 
of the law shall no flesh living be justified : yet this he does 
not believe. If he believed the word of God in the gospel, it 
would convince him of righteousness, of an infinitely perfect 
righteousness, wrought out by the God-man Christ Jesus, and 
imputed to the sinner without any works of his own ; for 
* unto him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth 
the ungodly, his faith is imputed for righteousness.' To this 
he dare not trust wholly for his acceptance before God, there- 
fore he has not true faith. 

Fourthly, A man may be so far enlightened as to under- 
stand the way of salvation, and yet have not true faith : this 
is a possible case. The apostle states it, 1 Cor. xiii. 2. * Though 
I understand aU mysteries, and all knowledge, yet I may be 
nothing.' And it is a dangerous case, as Heb. x. 26. • If we 
sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.' Here was 
such a knowledge of the truth as left a man to perish without 
the benefit of Christ's sacrifice, therefore he wanted that faith, 
which whosoever hath shall be saved. 

What great numbers are there under these delusions ? 
Header, art thou one of them ? Examine closely ; for it is of 
eternal moment. Prove thine ownself, whether thou be in the 
fiadth. If thou askest how thou shalt know it, since there are 
so many errors about it ; hear what God's word says : Who- 
ever believes truly has been first convinced of unbelief. This 
our Lord teaches, John xvi. 9. * When the Comforter is come, 
he will convince the world of sin, because they believe not on 
me.' He convinces of sin, by enlightening the understanding 
10 know the exceeding sinfulness of it, and by quickening the 
conscience to feel the guilt of it : he shews the misery threat- 
ened, and leaves sinners no false refuge to fl te unto : he will 
not suffer them to sit down content with some sorrow, or a 
little outward reformation, or any supposed righteousness, but 
makes them feel that, do whatever they will or can, still theif 
guilt remains. Thus he puts them upon s€.eking out for sal 
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m^oft, i&d by th« goffd. k« dHscorers U to tkem. Ht o|Kiit 
their understandings to know what they hear and read eon* 
i^rning the covenant of the eternal Trinity, and concerning 
what the God-man has done in the fulfilling of this covenant. 
The Holy S{»rit teaches them the nature of the adorable per^ 
son (^ Christ-God manifest in the flesh, and the infinitely- 
precious and everlastinffly-meritorious righteousness, which 
he has wrou^t out by me obedience of his life and death ; 
and he convinces them, that his righteousness is sufficient for 
their salvation, and that nothing is required except faith, for 
its being imputed unto them ; and he works in them a sense 
of their being helpless and without strength to rely upon this 
righteousness, and through faith in it to have peace with God. 
He makes them see, that they cannot, by any power of their 
own, in die least depend upon it ; for all their sufficiency is of 
God. It requires the same arm of the Lord which wrought 
out this righteousness, to enable them with the heart to believe 
in it. They are made clearly sensible of this from the word 
and Spirit of God, and from their own daily experience, and 
thereby they are disposed to receive their whole salvation 
from the free grace of God, and to him to ascribe all the gioiy 
of it. These are the redeemed of the Lord, to whom it is 
given to believe. They are quickeded from a death in tres* 
passes and sins, their consciences are awakened, their under- 
standings are enlightened with the knowledge of Christ, they 
are enabled in their wills to choose him, and in their hearts to 
*ove him, and to rejoice in his salvation. This is entirely the 
work of the Holy Spirit ; for faith is his gift, Eph. ii. 8. * Unto 
you it is given (says the apostle, Phil. i. 29.,) in the behalf of 
Christ to believe on him ;' none can give it but the Spirit of 
God : because it is the faith of the operation of God, and re- 
quires the same almighty power to believe with the heart, as 
it did to raise Christ's body from the grave, Eph. i. 20. And 
this power he puts forth in the preaching of the word, and 
makes it the power of God unto salvation. The word is called 
(2 Cor. iii. 8.) the ministration of the Spirit, because by it the 
Spirit ministers his grace and strength. So Gal. iii. 2. * Re- 
ceived ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing 
of faith V It was by hearing faith preached th«t they received 
the Spirit : for faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God, which is therefore called the word of faith. And 
thus the word is the means, in the hand of the Spirit, to dis*' 
pose the hearts of those who hear it, to receive and to embrace 
Christ ; whereby they attain the Hg^teousneis of foith, a» 
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Rom. X. 10. ' With the heart man believeth unto ngliteoit» 
ness.' The heart is the chief thing in believing : for into i' 
Christ is received, and in it he dwells by faith. The vital 
union between Christ and the believer is manifested and made 
known in the heart, and therein it is cemented and established. 
With joy can the believer say, * My Beloved iamine, and I am 
his ;' happy for me, we are but one person in the eye of the 
law, and our interests are but one. Blessed state this ! Christ 
gives himself freely to the believer, who also gives himself up 
in faith to Christ. Christ as the believer's surety has taken 
his sins upon himself, and the believer takes Christ's righte- 
ousness : for Christ makes over all that he has to the believer, 
who by faith looks upon it and makes use of it as his own : 
according to that express warrant for his so doing in 1 Cor. 
iii. 22, 23. All things are yours, because ye belong to Christ. 
This vital union, between Christ and the believer is largely 
treated of in Scripture. Christ thus speaks of it in his prayer 
for his people, John xvii. ' I pray for them who shall believe 
on me Uirough their word, that they all may be one, as thou 
Father art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in 
us : I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect 
in one.* And in John iv. 56, he says, * He, that eateth my 
flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him ;' 
and this indwelling is by faith, as £ph. iii, 17. ' That Christ 
may dwell in your hearts by faith.' And it is the office of the 
Holy Spirit to manifest this union to their hearts, as John xiv. 
20. * At that day, when the Spirit of truth is come, ye shall 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.' 
And besides these, and many other plain words, this union is 
also represented by several striking images ; such as that of 
husband and wife, who are in law but one person, the husband 
being answerable for the wife's debts, and the wife sharing in 
the husband's honours and goods. It is set forth by the union 
between a building and the foundation upon which it stands 
secure : between a tree and its branches ; which live because 
they are in the tree, and grow by the sap which they receive 
from it : between the head and the members, which by hold- 
ing under the head live and grow, having a supply of nourish- 
ment administered to every part. Under these beautiful 
images the Scripture sets forth the reality and the blessed 
fruits of this union. The Holy Spirit makes it known to the 
believer, by enabling him to rely upon God's word, as infallible 
rmth, and to receive Christ's person as the almighty Saviour 
and he strengthens it, by enabling the believer to make use ol 
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Christ's fulness, and to live by faith upon him in all his oflioes^ 
for the partaking of all his promised graces and blessings. 

That ffuth which is of the operation of God always produces 
the knowledge and the fruits of this blessed union, and enables 
the soul to give itself up to Christ, that it may be one with him» 
not in a figurative metaphorical way, but as really and truly 
as the building is one with the foundation, as much one in in* 
terest as huslmnd and wife ; one in influence, as the root and 
the branches, the head and the members. So that this is not 
an empty notion about Christ, or some clear knowledge of him, 
or a mere approving of his way of salvation ; but it is an actual 
receiving of him into the heart for righteousness to justify, and 
to dwell and reign there to sanctify^ : a receiving him as a per- 
fect Saviour, and living upon him in his fulness ; waiting upon 
him to be taught daily ; trusting wholly for acceptance in his 
blooid and righteousness ; resting, relying, leaning upon his 
promised strength to hold out unto the end ; and hoping for 
eternal life as the free gift of God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. The saving faith thus receives Christ, and thus lives 
upon Christ. 

Now, reader, examine and prove thyself, whether thou hast 
this faith. Dost thou believe with thy heart unto righteous* 
ness ? Thou canst not live upon Christ, unless thou art first 
in Christ. Thou must be first persuaded of thine interest in 
him before thou canst make use of it ; and improve it ; and 
therefore the knowledge of thy union with him must be clear 
and plain, before thou canst have a free and open communion 
with him. There must be faith, before there can be the fruits 
of faith ; and strong faith, before there can be much and ripe 
fruit. Little faith will receive but little from Christ. Tne 
weak believer is full of doubts and fears, and, when he wants 
comfort or strength, or any other things which Christ has pro- 
mised to give his people, he is questioning whether he has any 
right to expect them ; and therefore he does not receive them, 
because he has not boldness and access with confidence to God 
by faith in Christ Jesus. From hence appears the necessity 
o{ being established in the faith. The Wiever must have 
» lear evidence of his interest in Christ, before he can live 
comfortably and happy upon Christ : therefore he must look 
well to the foundation, and see there be no doubts lefl about 
bis being settled upon it. Christ being the sure foundation, 
how can he safely build thereon all his salvation, unless he be 
first satisfied that he is upon it? The peace with God in his 
conscience, every act of spiritual life, and the whole walk and 
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Well otd&ting of his conrersaticto, depend ttpon th^ settling trf 
this point. It ought to be finally detennined, and brought to 
this issue : — Christ is mine, I know it from the word of Grvd. 
I have the witness of the Spirit of God, and Christ allows me, 
itaworthy as I am, to make use of him^ and of his fulness, for 
the supply of all my needs ; and I find I do make use of him, 
and thereby I know, from daily experience, that I am in hin, 
because I live upon him. According as ^s point is settled, 
so in proportion will be the life of faith. If Uie believer be 
thoroughly munded in it without any doubt or fear, thfen he 
Itaay, and wfll Ivith confidence, improve his interest in Christ ; 
but if he still leave it in suspense, his faith can be but little, 
and therefore h6 will obtain little comfort or strength from 
Christ. 

Keader, art thou one of the weak in fkith ? Dost thou feel 
it ? dost thou mourn for it ? and dost thou know, fr6m whence 
thy faith is to be strengthened ? Who can increase it, but he 
alone who gives it ? O pray then to the Lord God to give 
thee the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, that the eyes of thy 
understanding may be enlightened to see the infinite suffi- 
ciency of Christ's person, as God-man, and the everlaisting 
merit of his life and death to save his people from their sins : 
and whatever hinders thee from seeing the fiilness of Christ's 
salvation, and resting comfortably by faith upon it, earnestly 
entreat the Lord to remove it. If it lie sin, beg of God to make 
thee more willing to part with it : if it be guilt, pray him to 
ordain peace in thy conscience through the blood of sprink- 
ling : if it be much corruption, it cannot be subdued until it 
be first pardoned : if thou hast got under the spirit of bondage, 
look up to the Lord Christ for that liberty, wherewith he makes 
his people free. Whatever it be, as soon as it is discovered 
to thee, make use of prayer, believing God's word of faithftil- 
ness ; that what thou asKest thou shcdt have, and that he will 
80 establish thee, that thou shall go on from faith to faith. 
May it be thy happy case. Amen. 

Keader, if thou art an awakened man, convinced of sin by 
the word and Spirit of God, all thine enemies will try to keep 
thee from the clear knowledge of thy union with Christ. The 
reason is plain ; because then thou Wilt not be able to depend 
upon Christ's promised strength, and to make use of it by 
faith, which is almighty to defeat them all. Hearken not 
therefore ti) any suggestion, nor be afraid of any opposition, 
which would hinder thee from seeking to be fully convinced 
of thine interest in Christ, and of thy being a branch in tho 
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true yme. Satan will use all his wiles and fiery darts, and 
all carnal professors will be on his side, and they will have 
close allies in thine own breast — ^in thine unbelief, m thy legal 
spirit, and in thy lusts and corruptions. Consider, why do 
these enemies fight so hard against thy being safely settled, 
and comfortably grounded upon Christ by living faith ? Is it 
not, because thou wilt then be an overmatch for them, through 
the strength of Jesus ? and does not this plainly shew the 
absolute necessity of knowing, that Christ and thou art one ? 
Till this be known, thou wilt be afraid to apply to him and to 
make use of his strength ; and, till thou dost use it, all thine 
enemies will triumph over thee. O becc of God then to in- 
crease thy faith, that thou mayest be fully convmced of thy 
union with Christ, and mayest live in him safe, and on him 
happy. Hear and read his word, and pray for the effectual 
working of the Lord the Spirit in it, and by it, that iaith may 
come and grow by hearing, until it be finally settled without 
doubt or wavering, that Christ is thine, and thou art his. 

After the believer is thus grounded and established in the 
knowledge of his union with Christ, it behoves him then to 
inquire, what God has given him a right to in consequence 
of this union : and the Scripture will inform him, that in the 
covenant of grace it has pleased the Father, that all fulness 
should dwell in his Son, as the head, for these of his mem- 
bers. He has it to supply all their need : thev cannot pos- 
sibly want any thing, but it is treasured up for them in his 
infinite fulness ; there they may have it, grace for grace, every 
moment as their occasions require, and they have it in no 
other way, and by no other hand, than faith, trusting the word 
of promise, and relying upon Christ's faithfulness and power 
to fulfil it : as it is written, * The just shall live by his faith,' 
Hab. ii. 3. Having received justification to life by faiA 
in the righteousness of Christ, he depends on Christ to keep 
him alive, and makes use of Christ's fulness for all the 
wants of that spiritual life, which he has given. He trusts 
him for them all, and lives upon him by faith for the con- 
tinual receiving of them all, and according to his faith so is 
it done unto him. 

Let this be well weighed and considered, that the justified 
person lives and performs every act of spiritual life by faith. 
This is a very important lesson, and therefore it is taught in 
Scripture as plainly as words can speak. Every thing is 
promised to, and is received by, faith. Thus it is said, * Ye 
are dl the children of God by iaith in Christ Jesus, and il 
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children, then heirs according to the promise, heirs of Godi 
and joint-heirs vnth. Christ, who of God is made unto us wis- 
dom, righteousness, and holiness ;' made for their use wisdom 
to teach them, righteousness to justify them, and holiness to 
sanctify them ; yea, he has all things in his fulness for their 
use, as the free grant speaks, 1 Cor. iii. 21, &;c. ' All things 
are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, 
or life, or death, or things present, or things to come ; all are 
yours, and ye are Christ's, and Christ is 6od*s.' Consider, 
believer, wnat a large estate this is ; thy title to it is good, 
and thou enterest into possession by faith. See then that 
thou make use of thine inheritance, and live upon it. Do 
not say, when thou wantest any thing, I know not where to 
get it : for whatever the God-man has of wisdom, righteous- 
ness, holiness, power, and glory, he has it, as the head of the 
body, for thee as one of his members, for thy use and benefit, 
and he has promised it to thee in his word. Make free with 
him then : go to him with confidence. Thou canst not do 
him greater honour than to receive from him what he has to 
give : that is glorifying him. It is putting the crown upon 
his head, and confessing him to be a perfect all-sufficient 
Christ, when it pleaseth ihee, as it did his Father, that in him 
should all fulness dwell, and when thou art content to live 
out of thyself upon his fulness, for the supply of all thy needs 
in time and in eternity. To live upon him is his glory, and 
it is thy privilege, thy interest, and thy happiness. In every 
state, spiritual and temporal, and in every circumstance, thou 
canst possibly be in, thou art commanded to look up to Christ, 
that thou mayest receive out of his fulness, and to depend upon 
him to save tnee from every evil, and to bestow upon thee every 
good. In thy walk heavenward, and in every thing thou 
meetest with by the way, put thy trust in Christ, and expect 
from him the fulfilling of all his promises : he has all power 
in heaven and earth for that very purpose. Still rely upon 
him, and cast thy burdens on him, when thou art tempted, 
ivhen old corruptions arise, when the world and the devil 
assault thee, when under a sense cf weakness and dulness in 
duty, when in darkness and desertion, in persecution and 
trouble, in pain and poverty, in sickness and death : this is 
the life of faith. Thou wilt live like a Christian indeed, if 
being in any of these cases, thou believest that Christ is able, 
because he is almighty, and willing, because he has promised 
to supply tliy wants, and then canst trust in him for that sup- 
ply. Depend upon it, thou shalt have it, and it shall be done 
unto ihm according to thy word. 
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After the believer is become one with Christ, and throufik 
him has a right to all the riches of grace, and may by faith make 
use of them as his own^ why is he so long in learning this lesson 
perfectly ? Being adopted into the hearenly family, and an 
heir of the heavenly inheritance, why does not he immediately 
live up to his privilege, and to his estate ? His title is good ; 
the inheritance is sure : all things are become his ; for all 
fulness is in Christ, and, by virtue of his union with Christ, 
this fulness is his, and he may by faith be always receiving 
out of it every grace and blessing, which Christ has promised : 
why then does not he at once attain to this happy life of faith ? 
Sad experience proves that young believers do not. They 
meet with so many difficulties, that they grow up slowly into 
Christ in all things : they do not attain to a solid establish* 
ment in the faith in a day : enemies without and within stop 
their progress, insomuch that they often continue little children 
for a long time. They have the same right to Christ, the 
same privileges, and the same promised grace, which young 
men and fathers in Christ have ; but they have not learned 
by experience how to improve their interest in him, and to 
make the most of it. The difficulties and temptations, which 
weaken their hold of Christ, and stay their growth in him, 
nre many : some of the chief are these : 

1. They continue little children, and weak in faith, because 
they do not presently attain a solid acquaintance with the per- 
son of Christ, and are not thoroughly satisfied, how able he 
was and sufficient for every thing he undertook, and how per- 
fectly he has finished every part of his work. 

2. This keeps them ignorant of many things in which the 
rlory of his ssdvation consists ; hence they have not clear b«»- 
ieving views of its fulness and its freeness. 

3. 5y which means they labour under many doubts about 
the manner of their receiving this salvation. A legal spirit 
working with their unbelief puts them upon reasoning conti- 
nually against being saved freely by grace through faith ; and, 

4. These legal unbelieving reasonings gain great power 
from their unskilfulness in their warfare between nature and 
grace, the old man and the new, the flesh and the Spirit ; and, 

5. All these difficulties are mightily strengthened from their 
hearkening to sense, and trusting to its reports more than to the 
word of God. While believers are under these difficulties, 
their faith meets with many checks in its growth, and, until 
they be enabled to overcome them, they continue to be litt?6 
children in Christ. Their weak faith receives but little from 
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Ghnst, and it eo&ti&ues weak, because the^ hate bnl UMle dc 
pendence upon the effectual working of Christ's mighty powei 
The exceeding greatness of his power is able to strengthen 
them, and he has promised it, but they dare not trust him. 
Consider, therefore, reader, if thou art one of these babes, why 
thou dost not grow up faster into Christ. The 

First thing that stops thee is the ignorance which is in thy 
mind about his person, and the prejudice against hun, which 
is in thy carnal heart. These are in all men by nature : and 
these ^Uan will work upon, in order to hinder the increase of 
thy faith. He will use all his cunning, and his power, to keep 
thee from growing in that knowledge of Christ, which is eter- 
nal life. He will inject into thy heart blasphemous thoughts 
against his godhead, and, when thou art reading in Scripture, 
or hearing about his being God manifest in the flesh, he will 
try to puzzle and perplex thy imagination with a How can 
these things be ? He will represent the union of the two na- 
tures in Christ as a thing not to be understood, and as if they, 
who belieTod it with the clearest evidence of God's word and 
Spirit, had only some fancy about it. He has an old grudge 
against Christ, and will not scruple to tell any lies of him. He 
was a liar from the beginning, and abode not in the truth. 
Regard him not. Mind what the word of truth says, and pray 
that thou mayest understand it : for the more thou knowest 
of the Lord Christ, that blessed God-man, the more wilt thou 
be settled, and established in him. It is written of him, first, 
that he is God, true and very God, in the holy, Uessed, and 
glorious Trinity, a person coequal, and coeternal with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, Isa. ix. 6. Unto us a child is 
bom, who is the mighty God : secondly, that he is Jehovah. 
which signifies the self-existent essence, Isa. xliii. 11. * I, even 
I, am Jehovah, and beside me there is no Saviour ;' from 
whence it is evident, that the Saviour is Jehovah, and that he 
exists in a manner independent of, and distinct from, all other 
beings and things. St. Jude makes the opposition to tliis 
fundamental truth the condemning sin of certain heretics, whc 
denied Jesus Christ to be the only Lord God, and our Lord 
In the covenant of grace this divine person undertook to be 
made man. He, who was true and very God, was made true 
and very man ; he had a reasonable soul and human flesh, 
and was in all points like other men, sin excepted : and, as 
tlie reasonable soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is 
oie Christ. This is the glorious person, who undertook in 
tlie covenant of grace to be man's surety : St. Paul calls him 
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AtSwretyof dif New^Te«tanb0|il; aoi tvbal CMld th<^ b« 
w«ntmf in Um Ibr this bigk office ? He is every way quali* 
fed to be tke surety for man, wno is himself true and very 
mtn, who is also God as well as man, aad therefore has all 
the perfections of Jehovah, to reader what he did and sufiered 
as man's surety infinitely and everhiatingiv meritorious. 

This is the blessed object of faith, God and man united ia 
one Christ. Consider then, reader, what Scripture says of 
his wonderful person, in order that thy faith in him may be 
established. That very self-existent God, who spake, and 
ail things were made, who commanded, and taey stand 
fast to this rery hour, was made flesh. He came to be the 
surety for his people, to obey and sufier in their stead. What 
could not his almighty power effect ? Is any thing too hard 
for the Lord God ? What obedience can his Father's law de* 
mand, which he is not infinitely able to pay ? What sufieri> 
ings can satisfy his Father's justice, which he is not absoluUej 
qualified to endure-? for he has every perfection and attribute 
equal with the Father. On this truth thou must rest : and is 
it not a sure foundation ? In the certainty of it thou must 
seek to be more grounded every day : because, as thou grow^ 
est in the knowledge of his divine person, thou wik become 
more satisfied of his infiaite sufficiency to save : and, fuUy con^ 
vinced of this, thou wik be enabled from Scripture to answer 
and silence thine own unbelieving thoughts, and to reject the 
blasphemous suggestions of Satan against the Lord Christ 
Observe, then, that he is God, and that he is Jehovah* Read 
and meditate on what Scripture says of his godhead, and 
pray that diou mayest be taught of God to understand it : for 
no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost 
It is his office to glorify Jesus, by enabling thee to believe 
him to be Lord and God, and to call him thy Lord and thy 
God, and to prove he is so, by thy humble dependence upon 
him, for every blessing both in time aad in eternity. 

It is much to be lamented, that believers in general take so 
little pains to get a clear knowledge of the doctrine of the ever- 
blessed Trinity ; for wart of which their fiiith is unsettled 
and they are liable to many errors both in judgment and prae«' 
tice. I would therefb:^ most earnestly recommend it to all thai 
are weak in faith, to L^ diligent in hearing and reading what 
in Scripture is revealed oonceinmgthe Trinity in unity, lookf 
ing up always for the inward teaching of the Holy Spirit, and 
I would direct them to a form of sound words in the Comniou 
Prayer Book for Trinity Sunday, which contain? the shorte&t 
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an<f best account of the subject that I ever saw. ' It is VM 
meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at al. 
times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord Al- 
mighty, everlasting God ; who art one God, one Lord, not 
one only person, but three persons in one substance : for that 
which we believe of the glory of the Father, the same we be- 
lieve of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, without any differ- 
ence or inequality. These are precious words. Meditate, 
reader^ upon them, and entreat the Holy Spirit to enlighten 
thine understanding with the saving knowledge of them, that, 
being established in the doctrine of the ever-blessed Trinity 
and of the godhead of the Lord Christ, thou mayest be ena- 
bled to overcome the difficulties which arise. 

Secondly, from thy not being well acquainted with the na- 
ture of Christ's salvation. Concerning which young believers 
are very apt to have many doubts. Carnal reason is strong 
in them. The spirit of bondage resists with many and mighty 
arguments, and unbelief musters up all its forces, and there is 
a long and obstinate fight against being saved freely and ^lly 
by the grace of God Jesus. But the arguments which God 
has provided in his word, when applied by his Spirit, will 
prevail and overcome. Meditate upon them for the esta- 
blishing of thy weak faith. Consider, first, the covenant. 
Salvation is not a thing of chance, or lefl to man's will or 
power, but it was contrived by the blessed Trinity in the 
covenant of grace, and every thing belonging to it was per- 
fectly settled. It is said to be (2 Sam. xxiii. 6.) an everlast- 
ing covenant, ordered in all things and sure. O thou of little 
faith, why then dost thou doubt ? What ! doubt of God's 
love ? Here's a covenant springing from his mere love, and 
from everlasting. Doubt of its being well contrived ? infinite 
wisdom orders it in all things. Doubt of its being well exe- 
cuted ? it is in all things sure, sure as God's almighty power 
and faithfulness can make it. What motives are here for the 
strengthening of thy faith ! May the Lord render them 
effectual. 

Reflect, secondly, upon the undertakings of the Lord Christ, 
the surety of this covenant. There was nothing left out of 
this covenant ; it was ordered in all things belonging to sa*- 
vation, and Christ undertook to perform all things on the part 
of his Father, that his law might be magnified, and his jus- 
tice made honourable and glorious ; and, on the part of the 
dinner, that he might be saved from all evil, and entitled to a- 
jfood ; and, bein^ God and man united in one Christ, he was 
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B.f9ip^ sui^ty to reconcile Grod to iBaii,tttd t» refcohcfle aiaa 
to 6oa. May these things then sink deep into thy heart, tlui 
thy surety has undertaken the Whole of thy salvation, to do^ 
all for thee, and all in thee, and all by thee. What csnat dMHr 
desire more for the settling of thy faith ? 

3. Perhaps thou wilt say, his undertakings were great, bul^ 
nas he fulfilled them ? Yes, and so perfectly, that he is able 
to sAve to the uttermost. He. was called Jesus, because he* 
was to save his people from their sins ; as their surety he was 
to fulfil the law for them by his obedience, and to sufier the 
pains and penalties of it by his death and passion. Ao- 
cordingly in the fulness of time he was manifcist in the fleshy 
and came to do the will of his Father : of hi^ obedience Ut 
that will he thus speaks : ' I have finished die work whiek 
tjiou gavest me to do.* Of his sufiering that will he sata^ 
with his last breath, ' It is. finished.' Observe, wfaaterer he = 
undertook to> do' in his life and death was finished, and it waa- 
demonstrated that as man's surety he had done and suffered' 
every thing ordered in the covenant, by his resurrection from^ 
the d^d : for then did the Father declare him to be the Sott* 
of Grod with power. Will this not satisfy thee, O thou of 
little faith ? Here is one more cause of thy doubting removed;* 
thou canst not deny but Christ has finished every thing* he* 
undertook^ Bsnd in consequence thei^eof he has all power in' 
heaven and earth to bestoW a full and finished sidvation. WhiU* 
canist thou noW object ? 

4> Does a thought arise in thy heart — ^It is finished, but is - 
it so freely given that such an unworthy creature, as I am<- 
may partake) of it ? Yes : it comes to thee in the way of a- 
free gif^. Great, inestimable, and eternal, as it is, yet it is all 
thine in receiving. Not he who wofketh, but he who believeth, 
is justified from all things. It is by faith that believers arc jus- 
tified and sanctified, are strengthened and coriiforted in their 
walk ; by faith they fight against atll their enemies, and by faith 
they conquer, and lay hold of eternal life : and therefore, it is of 
faith, rfiat it might be by grace. Salvation is wrought out cmd 
finished by thy Surety, given to thee freely, continued Tidth 
all its blessings in time and through eternity, as a free gift, to 
the praise of the glory of firee grace. Why therefore art thou' 
discouraged ? Hast thou nothing to buy with? Then obey* 
the Lord's command, come and buy free salvation, withdut: 
money and without price. How should this motive still add to 
the establishment of thy faith ? For there thouseest whatever 
thou wantest is thine by believing. Thou mayest have it freo^ 

3 
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by gfsce. It is treasured up for thee in the fulness of thy dear Si»' 
yioar,and thou canst not honour him more, than to make free use 
of it. What dost thou say to this ? hast thou any thing to object ; 
canst thou find any fault with the covenant of grace, or with the 
undertakings of the God-man in it ? no, certainly, the cove- 
nant was well ordered in all things and sure ; and what the 
Surety of the covenant undertook he has perfectly fulfilled. 
Salvation is finished on his part. He has glorified the law by 
his infinitely-perfect obedience, he has made divine justice 
honourable by his sufferings and death, he has brought in ever- 
lasting righteousness for his people, and will bring them to ever- 
lasting glory : for he has alreeuiy taken possession of it for them 
as the head of his body the church, and he has all power in 
heaven and earth to save them day by day, until he make them 
partakers of his eternal salvation. What can thy heart wish 
for more than such a Saviour, and such a salvation ? ! be 
not faithless, then, but believing ; and, if thou hast any doubts 
left, endeavour to have them cleared up by reading, and prayer, 
until thy faith be perfectly settled on the divinity of God thy 
Saviour, and the infinite sufficiency of his salvation. These 
two points lay at the very foundation of the Christian religion : 
they must be supposed in all its principles, and built upon in all 
its practice ; therefore, being of universal influence, if they 
be thoroughly established, thy faith will be steadfast, and thy 
life well ordered and comfortable. Examine, then, and prove 
thyself here before thou readest any farther. Dost thou be- 
lieve Christ to be true and very God, in every perfection and 
attribute equal with the Father ? and is his a full and a firee 
salvation ? All the following directions depend upon, and can 
only profit thee, so fiur as thou belie vest these two points. 
Look well then to thy establishment in them. If it be strong 
the life of faith will be steady and prosperous ; but, if it be 
weak, will be liable to be tost about continually with errors 
and overcome with temptations ; especially with those; to 
which a legal spirit will expose thee, as I purposed to shew 
under the 

Third general head, in which is to be considered, how tne 
little children in Christ, for want of being established in the 
belief of his godhead, and of his full and free salvation, ta« 
hour under many doubts, a legal spirit working with their 
unbelief puts thism upon reasoning con-j'nually against bemg 
saved freely by grace through fai.h! 

He is of a legal, spirit, who is under the law, and apprehendv 
kimteJf bound to keep it, as the conditioa of life, requiring o^ 
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him, do this aiid thou shall live. In his understanding he 
sees this, an<l no other way to life, in his will he is continually 
inclined to it, and in his heart he loves it ; because he fancies 
it is in his own power to attain life in this way, and he car. 
merit it by his own works, which mightily gratifies his self* 
love, and indulges his pride. This legal spirit reigns over all 
men in their natural state, but does not discover its tyranny, 
until it be opposed ; and then so soon as the soul is quickened 
from a death in trespasses and sins, it begins to fight, trying 
to keep the poor sinner in bondage by its legal workings and 
strivings, and putting him upon seeking for some good dispo* 
sition or qualification in himself, on account of which God 
should love him. Thus the awakened soul, under the spirit 
if bondage, always seeks deliverance by the works of that 
kw, which can do nothing more than bring him to the know- 
ledge of sin, discover to him the exceeding sinfulness of it, 
and the exceeding great punishment which it deserves ; by 
which means it is always nourishing the doubts and fears of 
unbelief. And after the Lord has in a measure removed them 
by a clear discovery of the salvation that is in Jesus, and by 
the gift of faith, yet still this legal spirit will be trying to 
bring the soul into bondage again to fear, and it too often pre- 
vails. Young believers find it the worst enemy they have to 
deal with : it is a sly, subtle foe, that seems to intend them a 
kindness, while it is always on the side of their greatest enemy : 
it would appear to them to be actuated by a zeal for God, but 
it is to eclipse the glory of the Lord Christ, to take away the 
all-sufificiency of his salvation, and to rob them of their great 
joy and peace in believing. 

If any one should ask, how this legal spirit comes to have 
such power over mankind ? the Scripture informs us. 

First, That all men, being God's creatures, are under the 
law to him, bound to keep it, or bound if they transgress to 
suffer the threatened pains and penalties : in this state man 
was created, and in it all men are by nature, and therefore 
there is in us all a continual leaning to the law, and a de- 
sire to attain righteousness by the works of it. We are all 
wedded to this way of gaining God's favour. The apostle 
says, there is a marriage union between us and the law, and 
It, like a husband, has dominion over us as long as it liveth ; 
so that we cannot be married to Christ, until that be dead 
wherein we were held. You may see this in the Jews. 
How does Moses labour to bring them off from an opinion 
of Uieir own righteousness?' and a greoter than Moses hw 
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done tbo swncf in hia discourses against the $cribe$ andlplutfift 
sees; yea, the apostles of our Lord were forced to write and 
pleach against this leaning to the law, it gave such distuf* 
bonce to the true disciples of Christ; and, notwithstanding 
the Scripture arguments against it, yet we have great num* 
bers among us, who seek for a ju8tif3ring righteousness by 
the works of the law : and they are put upon seeking this, 

Secondly, From their ignorance of the law. They are not 
acquainted with its nature ; for it demands what they cannot 
pay. It insists upon an obedience, spiritual, perfect, and un« 
interrupted : for the least offence, if but in thought, it cornea 
with its fearful sentence, * Cursed is every one, who continu*; 
eth not in all things that are written in the book of the law 
to do them.' On him who does not continue in all things, 
and not one man ever did, this sentence takes place, and< if 
he was to live a thousand years, he could not do any thing 
to repeal it. The. law will always be to him the ministration 
Df condemnation, and the ministration of death, and that is all 
it can do for him; It provides no remedy, and gives him no 
hope, hut leaves him condemned to the first and to the second 
death; and. yet, such is the blindness of the sinner, that he 
will be still leaning to the law, and afraid to trust wholly to 
the righteousness of Christ ; . and this arises, 

Thirdly, From his ignorance of Christ?s righteousness^ 
which is infinitely perfect, and wants no works of the law to 
be joined with it in the justifying of a sinner, because it is the 
righteousness of God, wrought out by the God-man for his 
people, and it is the righteousness of faith — they receive it 
by faith without works ; so that it is directly opposite to the 
righteousness of a l^fiil spirit. Hence we have many among 
us, great, professors too, who are ignorant of God's righteous* 
ness ; they have not been entirely brought off from a legal 
bottom, and therefore they, talk of being justified without a 
justifying righteousness, which if God was to do, he would be 
unrighteous, and which as he has declared he will not do, their 
fancied justification leaves them still in their sins. They dare 
not put their whole trust and confidence in the righteousness 
of Christ imputed unto sinners, and made theirs by faith : 
they have many fears about imputed righteousness, although 
the apostle has not scrupled to mention it eleven times in one 
:rha|iter (Rom. iv. ,) and these fears make them read the 
Scripture with such prejudice, that they say they cannot find 
the expression faith in the righteoitsness of Christ in all the 
ttUe. They, may fii»i the sense of the expression in.Mosesi 
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mud m til the ^jrijphets, and tbe very words in 2 Pet i. 1. 
• Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Chiist, to 
them who have obtained like precious faith with us (in the 
<Greek is eis) in the righteousness of God and our Saviouf 
Jesus Christ.' Here is faith in the righteousness of Christi 
with several glorious titles to recommend it, namely, it n 
the righteousness of God, of God our Saviour, of Jesus Christ. 
From whence can men's opposition to this way of justification 
arise, but from their not being convinced by the Spirit of God 
of the necessity of Christ's righteousness ? It is his peculitf 
office to convince of this truth : no teaching but his can do it 
O that he may do it in the hearts of those, who, out of a ae«l 
for God, though not according to knowledge, eclipse the glory 
cf the Lord, and rob afflicted consciences of their comfort by 
opposing imputed righteousness ! It is a righteousness of so 
high and heavenly a nature, wrought out by another, and so 
wonderful a person ; is bestowed as a free gift upon the chiedf 
of sinners, whereby alone they obtain remission of their sins, 
and are made partakers of the kingdom of heaven ; and they 
receive it by faith only, without works, which a legal spirit 
always wants to mix with it, that no one could ever believe in 
it, unless it were given him from above. May it be given to 
those professors, who cannot yet submit to the righteousness 
of Christ, to see their want of it, and with the heart to believe 
in it unto salvation ! 

Reader, hast thou not found what an enemy this legal spirit 
is to thy peace and joy, and how it is always incliniiq^ thee to 
some self-righteousness through thy ignorance of the righteous- 
ness of the law, and of the righteousness of fiiith ? and wouMst 
thou gladly be delivered from it ? Know, then, that nothing can 
subdue it, but the bringing into thy conscience a better hope from 
a better righteousness than that of the law, and, when thou art 
enabled to plead it there against all the charges of sin and Satan, 
men thou wilt stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made thee free. His is a better righteousness ; it is infinitely 
perfect and everlasting, even the righteousness of God ! By 
faith in this righteousness thou shah be saved from the Jaw, and 
shall receive remission of sins ; through it the Father doth ac- 
cept thee and give thee the Spirit of his Son, to lead and com- 
fort and sanctify thee, he doth love thee and bless thee, as his 
dear child, making all things work together under him for 
thy good, and keeping thee by his mighty ]»ower through 
failh unto salvation : so that in and on account of this 
rif htecvsness thou shalt be saved from all the evils of m^ 
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and receive all spiritual blessings in earth and heaven ; and 
this thou shall have freely, without any merit or work of 
the law; for this righteousness comes wholly by grace, 
and is for thee a sinner, as such, and js to justify thee from 
the condemnation of the law, to turn its curses mto blessings, 
and its threatened punishments into happiness ; and this it can 
do for thee perfectly and everlastingly ; so that being found in 
this righteousness, there is no grace promised in time, or glory 
in eternity, but it shall be thine. The Lord God promises 
them to thee in the fullest and freest manner ; to thee, without 
any exception or limitation, being a sinner and ungodly, though 
one of the vilest and basest ; yet to thee, as such, is the word 
of this salvation sent : and it will be all thine in the comfort- 
able enjoyment of it, through believing. Thou art to bring 
nothing to recommend thee, but that thou art a sensible sinner 
and thy right and title to a finished salvation is clear from 
the warrant of God*s word, when thou believest with thy 
heart in the righteousness of Christ. The divine command 
is, * Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ :* the promise is, Who- 
soever believeth in him, shall not perish, but shall receive 
remission of sins, shall be justified from all things, shall have 
everlasting life. Why then dost thou disquiet thyself about 
attaining the righteousness of the law, and thereby suffer the 
law to disturb the peace of thy conscience, since thou hast a 
far better righteousness, which ought to reign there, even the 
righteousness which is of God by faith ? for thou art a be- 
liever, and, although a weak one, yet thou hast as good a title 
to Christ and his righteousness as the strongest believer in 
the world : because thy right comes from the free grant of the 
word of grace, and is apprehended by faith, by which all things 
are become thine. Thou art an heir of them all by faith in 
Christ Jesus. O, thou of little faith, why then dost thou 
doubt ? Remember how highly thou dishonourest the infinite 
love and free salvation of Jesus, and how much thou robbest 
thy own soul of its peace and its growth in grace, by thy 
weak and little faith. Think upon these things, and entreat 
the author and finisher of the faith to strengthen it in thy soul. 

But, perhaps, thou wilt say, How shall I so live upon Christ 
with my weak faith that it may grow stronger, and I may get 
the better of my legal spirit ? Here is the remedy ; may it be 
to thee effectual ! The Scripture directs thee to look at Christ 
God-man as thy surety, who for thee has wrought out a finish- 
ed salvation, and whatever he has promised in his word re- 
lating to this salvation, thou art to trust him for the making ol 
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t good, and to depend upon his fiuthftihiess and pofrer to i 

H good to thee. Whatever therefore he has done and snfiered» 
to save thee from the curse of the law, and from the spirit ot 
bondage, and to make thee free with the liberty of the children 
of God, thou art to live upon him for these blessings, and by 
faith to be always receiving them from him in the fullest and 
largest measure, that he promises them to thee. Look not 
into thyself then for any qualification, but look unto Jesus ; 
that thou mayest experience more of that liberty wherewith 
he hath made thee free, and mayest be no longer a babe, un* 
skilful in the word of righteousness. Hear what he says ; 

if the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed,' me 
from the law of sin and death, free from condemnation at the 
bar of God ; and, being freed from the bondage of corruption, 
ye shall be brought' into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ. This is tl^ 
freedom which God promises thee ; it is very extensive, haa 
many noble privileges and vaf^t blessings. By faith all is 
vhine. See how perfectly believers have received all, and may 
thy faith be like theirs. Rom. viii. 15, &c. * Ye have not 
received the spirit of bondage again to fear, but ye have re- 
ceived the spirit of adoption, whereby we pray, Abba, Father. 
The Spirit itself beareth witness to our spirits, that we are 
the children of God, and if children then heirs, heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ.' Observe what is here said 
of the believing Romans, and by faith thou shalt experience 
the same, as perfectly as they did. 

1. They were freed from the spirit of bondage, under which 
they once had laboured : 

2. They were so freed as to be under it no more ; they 
were not to fear again as heretofore ; for, 

3. They had received the spirit of adoption, and he gave 
them the evidence of their sonship. Upon which, 

4. They believed God was their reconciled Father, and 
they had boldness and access to him with confidence. And, 

herefore, 

6. They lived in light, and walked in love, like his children 
ajid heirs, who were to abide in his house for ever. 

See also what great freedom the Galatians had, chap, ir, 
4, &c. * God sent forth his Son made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, 
-hat we might receive the adoption of sons : and, because 
ye axe sons, God hath sent forth the Spiait of his Son into 
your hearts, crying Abba, Father ; wherefore thou art. no 
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througfa Clurist/ O what treasures of giacj^ and consolation 
are there in this scripture, tending to .subdue thy legal spirit. 
Consider some of them. 

1. All men having brdken the law, and being under the 
eurse of it, ..Chiiat was made under the law, that the law 
might reach him a$ the surety of his people ; accordingly, 

2. By his obedience to the precepts, and by his suffering 
the penalties of the law, he redeemed his people, who weje 
under the law ; so that, 

3. They are no longer in bondage to it ; but, being made 
free, and naving received -the adoption of sons, 

4. They have the Spirit of liberty sent into their hearts to 
.witness to them, that Chirisit fulfilled the law for them ; and, 

5. That the Father loves them, as his dear children, and they 
love him and serve him without fear, crying to him, Abba^ 
Father: 

6. Wherefore, they a;re no longer servants in bondage to 
fny one, hut are made free indeed, being now the sons of Crod 
^ough faith in Christ Jesus. And, 

7. If scHis, then heirs pf God, and free to inherit whatevejf 
he has promised to give his children in earth supid heaven. 

These and many xnore arguments are contained in this one 
Scripture, tending to subdue thy legal spirit, and to bring thee 
to live more comfortably by ftuth upon Christ, who ?is thy 
surety has fuHy kept the law for thee in his life and death. 
Thou art to consider thyself now, not under the l^w, but un- 
4er grace, and therefore aibsolutely free from the condemning 
power of the law. This thou must maintain against aU the 
camaJ reasonings of thy legal spirit — Christ is my law-fulfilJer. 
And thou wilt glorify him for redeeming thee from under thjB 
iaw, and wilt live in sweet peace in thine own conscience, 
while thou keepeat fa^ hold of this most blessed and etejrnal- 
ly-precious truth. May all thy reading and prayer, and the 
use of all means, help thee to grow m knowledge and expe- 
rience of it ! 

There is a very strong bias, and leaning in weak believers 
to a legal spirit, which Qi;ight to make them read such promises 
as I have been mentioning over and over again, that God may 
liiereby encourage them to maintain the lil^rty which he hath 
given them in Christ Jesus, and to stand fi^st in it against the 
finesh attacks of the devil and unbelief : they should be always 
jealous over themselves, and watchful against their enemies ; 
fecause, after they nave, m .§ IruJy gosqpsl and evangeUc^l 
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wmjf through ^ee, got their legal spirit subdued, yet if il be 

not in the same way kept subdued, it will break out with more 
power than ever, and will be likely to bring them into bondage 
again to fear : and this may, and I have known it often happen, 
after they had obtained some great rictories OTor it, and find* 
ing it not stir for some time, they flattered themselves they 
should have but little trouble with it any more: thus they 
were drawn off their guard, which gave room to their legal 
spirit to exert itself again with vigour. This surprised the weak 
believers, put them upon reasoning and doubting, whether all 
had been right with them before ; and so at the very time when 
they should have taken the shield of faith, and should have 
been making use of it, they were questioning whether they 
had any, which left them unarmed in the midst of their ene* 
mies, an easy prey to every temptation : but an invisible pow« 
er kept them safe, although they were not comfortable in 
t2iemselves. 

For the encouragement of persons in this case, that they 
may presently recover themselves out of the snare of the 
devil, they should observe, 

1. What the Scripture says of a legal spirit, describing it 
to be one of the members of their corrupt nature, one of the 
iiffeclions of the flesh, which will never be quite dead, while 
ixe breath is in their bodies. It is an enemy that will be 
llways fighting against the Holy Spirit ; for they are directly 
contrary the one to the other : and therefore, believers must 
aot dream of any such victory as leaves no more fighting, but 
must expect sharp battles with their legal spirit as long as ever 
they live. And, 

Secondly, the same means by which they formerly obtiftmed 
victory must be made use of again. As often as the legal 
spirit is tempting, Christ's strength must be opposed to it, and 
his strength must be brought into the soul by faith in his 
righteousness, as it is written, Isa. xlii. 24. * Surely shall one 
say, In the Lord have I righteousness and strength.* Sight- 
eousnees comes first, and is established in the conscience, that 
it may be pleaded and maitained there against all the charges 
and accusations of the law ; and as often as these rise afresh, 
still they must be answered and silenced with this plea — In 
Ihe Lord Christ have I righteousness ; he is my law-fulfiUer, 
and I depend upon his promised strength to make me stand 
Jhst in that liberty wherewith he hath made me free. And 
the soul must not only thus quiet and stay itself by faith 
upon the righteousness and strength of Christ for victory over 
th^ present temptation, but must a'so. 
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Thirdly, Continuali)^ do this ; because there is in our natosr 
a continual opposition to it : the experience of which is thf 
believer's safety. The abiding sense of his being naturally 
inclined to lean to legal dependences, and therefore bis want 
of Christ every moment to justify him by his righteousness^ 
and to keep him by his strength, will he the surest way tc 
•prevent his falling into bondage : for this will keep him very 
jealous over himself, and will show him the necessity of living 
out of himself for righteousness and strength ; and, while he 
liveth upon Christ by these for faith, he shall not be overcome 
by any enemy. 

The glory of the incarnate God, and his infinite sufficiency 
to save, have not a greater enemy than a legal spirit, and there- 
fore I have enlarged upon this point, that believers might be 
convinced, from the word of God, they were saved from the 
condemnation of the law. They will never live comfortably 
till they see the law dead and buried, and then willingly give 
up themselves to be espoused to Christ, who will make them 
free indeed : and when they have learned of him to enjoy and 
walk in their Christian liberty, then they will be better ac- 
quainted with the warfare between nature and grace, the 
old man and the new, the flesh and the Spirit, which warfare 
is the 

Fourth great hinderance, that stops the growth of faith in 
weak believers. They are unskilful in it, soon tired of it, and 
often likely to be defeated : they do not enter into the battle 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might ; nor are they 
certain if they fall in battle they shall be saved with an eternal 
salvation. These are great discouragements, and, until these 
be removed, they cannot fight the good fight of faith, like good 
soldiers of Christ Jesus. 

The case is thus. There is in every believer an old man 
and a new man, nature and grace, fiesh and Spirit, and these 
are opposite and contrary the one to the other in their princi- 
ples and actions : they are always desiring different things, 
and pursuing different ends, which occasions a continual war 
between them. The flesh lusteth always against the Spirit, 
and has many and mighty allies on its side, armies of lusts, 
the faculties of soul and body to bring forth sin, hosts of fallen 
angels, and all the world that lieth in wickedness. But the 
new man, renewed in the spirit of his mind, has a reconciled 
God on his side, and therefore he need not fear what any 
enemy can do unto him ; but may bravely face the stoutest ol 
them, even death itself, relvinir upon that word of proinuei 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tan U9B OP fjora, 15 

[ will nerer leare thee nor forsake thee.' Here is die be* 

tever's encoaragement to fight — ^his God will never 1( ave him« 
fiere he obtains victory every day — his God nevei forsaket 
him : and, after he has fought the good fight of faith, his God 
and Saviour will make him more than conqueror ; he will semi 
death to kill sin : and then the believer will never niore have 
temptation Jrom it, or sorrow about it. But, till tliat happy 
time come, he must be fighting against his corrupt n iture and 
all its allies. No peace can be made with them, not even a 
truce. He must expect no kind of favour from them ; because 
they are God's irreconcileable enemies ; and therefoie, as long 
as he is in the world, he must be fighting against tlte world ; 
as long as he has a body of fiesh, he must oppose ii with its 
afilections and lusts, because they war against the soul; and as 
long as he is in the reach of temptation he must o])pose the 
tempter, steadfast in the faith, never putting oflf his armour, 
until the Lord give him a discharge. 

The believer *s peace within, and victory without, are closely 
connected with die clear understanding of this case; and, 
although I have stated it from the word of God, and agreeably 
to tlie sense in which the church of God has always inter- 
preted it, yet for its more full confirmation some testimony 
must be brought, which speak to the very point — ^first, to the 
believer's having in him an old man and a new ,* secondly, that 
these two are at war; and thirdly, that they fight together 
dll death. 

First, The apostle says to the saints at Ephesus, chap. iv. 
02, &;c. * put off the old man, put on the new.' Mind, the 
same persons had both in them an old man, corrupt according 
to his deceitful lusts, daily to be put off, and a new man to be 
put on, and renewed day by day in the spirit of his mind. 
The old man is described to have a body of sin, with all S^is 
members, his affections and lusts ; these must not he obeyed, 
but mortified. * Let not sin reign in yovr mortal body, that 
ye should obey it in the lusts thereof; neither yield ye your 
members, as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin,' Kom. 
vi. 12, 13. The saints at Rome had sin in theim, and it 
wanted to reign as it had done heretofore in the lusts thereof; 

Secondly, They were not to obey them. Th«re was in them 
9 new man, who was to fight against those fleshly lusts, which 
war against the soul. * The fiesh lusteth against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the fiesh, and these are contrary the on« 
,.0 the other, so that ye^<mnnot do the things that ye would. 
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jQld. r^ 17, Here 19 Ibattie terswrn tWi^^-dkB florii, 4he wkAt 
D^l^i^ <)f the old Plan ; 9od the Spirit, the aew man bom 
Hg;^ oi^ Spirit : the cause of it is, the oni9 wills what the 
Qth^r haliee^, e«ch w^Qts to carry his own will into execution, 
1^)4 ti^^9 h^i^g contrary the one to the other, they fight tor 
msi^ery ; in the ha^Ue the flesh* the old man, is defeated, and 
the Spirit WiPrking in the new man conquers ; and this lust« 
ing and fighting is in one and the same person-r-in him who 
js said to l^ not under the law, to be led by Uie Spirit, and to 
liye and tp walk in the Spirit. In Rom. viii. 7. the apostle 
€^s ihe flesh the carnal mind* and he says, * It is enmity 
jBgw$t God : for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can he ;' since it is enmity itself there is no reconciling 
it ; it will not, nay it cannot, obey God, hut is ever lusting 
and rebelling against his law. The nature of the battle is 
described at length in Rom. vii. The chapter consists ot 
three parts : first, the believer's liberty from the law to ver. 6. 
Secondly, he tmswers some objections made against the law 
firpm its nature and properties, and that in his own person, be- 
cause it had been me means of bringing him to the right 
knowledge of sin, ver. 7^ and sin, being discovered by the law, 
ibrough the corruption of nalure, raged and rebelled the more 
in him, ver. 8. and the law had made him sensible of God's 
anger against sin, and of his deserving death and hell for it, 
Ter. 9 to 14: and from thence to the end of the chapter he 
describes the conflict between the old man and the new ; the 
one consenting to the law, and the other resisting the law. In 
this conflict &ere were three sharp attacks ; in the first he 
found in himself two contrary principles of action always re- 
sisting each other, the old man fighting against the new, from 
. tear. 14 to 18. Secondly, when the will of the new man was 
^rood, through the oppositicm of the old man, it had not the de- 
Hired effect, ver. 19, 30 ; and, thirdly, he felt in himself two 
cipntrary laws, both requiring obedience, the law of the mem- 
bers warring and rebelling against the law of God %/ritten in 
the renewed mind : for no sooner did his mind, guided by the 
Holy Spirit, set about any thing which God's law commanded, 
Imt he found the law of the members making a strong lesist- 
ance. This he groaned under as a heavy burden, and was 
humbled for it before God, expecting pardon from him and 
Tictory every day, and perfect deliverance at last. 

I cannot enlarge up^ this chapter. Turn to it, and read it 
<»ver upon the plan which I have here laid down, remembering 
4U along, that St. Paul is describing himself. He ten timed 
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4iyb ii Is bicMetf ^e is 6{>edk«^ of ftom yer. 7 to v«r. 14. 
wh&ce be is shewiug of what use the law had been to bioit 
when he wa$ fif s| CQnirine0d of sin, and from theoce to the end 
he men^Qi^s himself thirty-eight times. I the apostle Paul, I 
liQyselfi my very self, and not another ; I myself am now, si 
ibis presenlj -^ the very time of writing this ; I myselft when 
the law of |h^ Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath maide free 
&om the l^w of sin imd death ; I myself, to whom now there 
is no condemiiation, for I 9m in Christ Jesus, and I walk after 
the Spirit, am sti)! at war with sin that dwelleth in me, with 
the old man, wilh the flesh, with the law <^the memb^s, with 
the body of sin, Although I have a new nature, and God is 
on my side, yet it is a hard and a sharp battle. I find it so. 
The length of it makes it still more painfull and fcMces me to 
lery out, ' Q wretched inan that I am, who dball deliver me 
from the body pf this death V Paul was not out of God's 
favour, or accursed) but as the word rendered wretched 
means, he was weary and tired with this continual fighting, 
troi^Ued with the filthy motions of sin rising and striving and 
rebelling in him, and giving him no rest ; this was such a 
hard warfare, that he was ever looking out and pmyinf 
Who shall deliver me V He meant wholly, perfectly, driver 
me from this corruption. He sighed for it, not because he 
doubted of an absolute deliverance, but because he had sure 
and certain hope of it ; not because he was ignorant who his 
deliverer was, but because he bad steadfast faith in him. 
*' Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ/ This comforted 
him, an4 kept him fighting on with, courage. He knew that 
he should gain the victory, and through Christ ; not through 
bis own workst but through faith in the life and death, in 
the bloqd ^nd r^hteousness, of Christ* he should at last be 
niore than <:onqueror. 

Since this was the case with the apostle* who cam expect 
a discharge from this warfare until death ? What ! says one, 
is it to continue so long? Yes. The Scripture is very clear 
le this point, as I was thirdly to shew. 

The seat of the corruption of the old man» or of the fiesh, 
is nol only in pur nature, but is also our very nature itself. 
That which is born of the fiesh is fiesh, altogether earned and 
corrupt. It is a filthy fountain^ always sending forth imjHtre 
streams s aad therefore, while the beaever is in the body, he 
must either be fighting ugainst the fiesh* or else be led captive 
by it. We that are, says Paul* in ibis tabernacle of flesh, do 
groan being burdened virkh sin sad sorrow. And when did 
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diey expect an end of their groaning, and rest from their blow 
dens ? Not till the tabemacle was dissolved by death. Our- 
selves, says he, who have the first-iruits of the Spirit, * even 
we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, 
to wit, the redemption of our body.' The body will be 
redeemed from the grave, and raised [ike the glorious body of 
Jesus Christ : this is promised, and this we wait for, and, until 
death deliver us from this mortal corruptible body, we shal 
be groaning under the burden of it. This was St. Paul's 
case. He had long sighed to be discharged from his warfare, 
and, like an old weary, tired soldier, he wished the hard tedious 
campaign was ended, that he might enter into rest : but hear 
with what joy he at last cries out, * I have fought the good 
fight.* Have fought it ? What, is the battle over ? Yes, just 
over. ' I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand — ^I have finished my course.' My battle 
and my life are finished together — and so must thine, reader. 
Thou art to resist unto blood striving against sin ; for thou 
art called to fight the good fight of faith, until thou lay hold 
of eternal life. Since thou art a believer, however weak, and 
hast a new man in thee, as well as an old, they will be fighting 
against each other, till thou finish thy course ; and, if this 
discourage thee, consider what God has spoken concerning 
this warfare, and what exceeding great and precious promises 
he has made to them who are engaged in it. He has promised 
to pardon those corruptions of the old man, to subdue them, 
and to deliver thee from the very being of them. Canst thou 
desire more ? Mark well what he says to thee, and be not 
faithless, but believing. 

First, Although the believer has an old man, corrupt accord- 
ing to the deceitful lusts, always warring against the new man, 
the Lord God has promised a free and a full pardon ; because he 
has imputed sin, all thy sin, to the Son of his love, who bore 
it in his own body upon the tree. Afler the apostle in Rom. 
vii. had described die battle between them, he makes this 
nference ; * There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
who are in Christ Jesus,' — ^to them who are in Christ, united 
by faith as members to him their head, and thereby partakers 
of his righteousness, there is now. while they are fighting 
against their corruptions, no condemnation ; * For (says he) 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and of death,' Rom. viii. 2. These 
words demonstrate, that Paul was speaking of himself in the 
seventh chapter. Although he had the corruption- of nature 
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rtill in him, and was fighting* against it, being in Christ hjr 
faith, he was made free from the guilt and punishment due lo 
it ; therefore he had, and every believer shall have, a full par- 
don. In consequence of which. 

Secondly, He shall subdue the corruptions of the old man. 
This is promised, and shall be made good. The Lord encou- 
rages believers to oppose the reign of sin in their mortal body, 
and not to obey it in the lusts thereof, with this promise ; * Sm 
shall not have dominion over you,' Rom. vi. 14. Ye are under 
grace, and grace is almighty to subdue sin ; because it is atonet 
for. In like manner he says to the Galatians, r. 16. * Walk 
in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh.* 
Ye shall not fulfil them either in word or deed. The lusts of 
the flesh will be in you, but not one of them shall reign over 
you : the Spirit of Jesus will teach you to resist, and ehable 
^^ou to overcome them, yea to crucify and mortify them day 
)y day. And, besides this, the Lord has promised, 

Thrdly, Deliverance from the very being of thy corruptions. 
The time is coming, when they shall not exist in the believer, 
nor any more be suffered to tempt him. He shall be made 
holy and blameless, without spot or wrinkle of sin, or any 
such thing. In this perfect state the Father now sees him, 
and accepts him in the Beloved, and afler death admits the 
soul into his presence, cleansed with the blood, clothed with 
the righteousness, adorned with the graces, of his dear Son ; 
and body, soul and spirit shall be in this perfect state in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ — ^they shall be unblameable in 
holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints. It doth not appear how 
great a perfection of holiness this will be, but we know that 
when he shall appear we shall then be like him ; for we shall 
see him as he is. 

Such are the divine promises. And dost thou not see from 
hence, reader, what great things thou art to expect in thy pre- 
sent warfare ? If thou sayest. How shall I attain all that is 
promised ? Know, that it is to come to thee byfaith. Christ 
and all that he has is thine upon believing, and particularly a 
free pardon for indwelling sin, as well as for any other. Con- 
sider him as thy surety God-man, taking thy sins and suffer- 
ings upon himself to save thee from them. By his life and 
Jeath, he has obtained . full salvation, which he gives to thee 
freely ; and thou hast received it. Thou canst not deny but 
thou art a believer, and it is written, * All that believe are jus- 
tified from all things,* from the corruption of their nature hm 
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irell as ths comiptions of their lires. Know, then; Iji^t there 
IS no condemnation to thee. The judge himself eays so ; 
and, when he acquits, who shall lay any thing to ihy charge ? 
Here thou must hold through the power of the Lord, if thou 
wouldst have thy spiritual warfare successfully conducted. 
Abide by the sentence of God, and keep condemnation out of 
thy conscience : have it ready to plead against all charges, 
from whatever quarter they come, that Christ hath made n£ 
free from the law of sin and death. 

Here I must refer thee back to what has been said concern- 
ing Christ and his finished salvation. Thou now seest how 
necessary it is thou shouldst be well established in the belief 
of his godhead, and the infinite sufficiency of his sadvation ; 
«o that he is able and willing to save thee from all thy sins, 
and all the misery due to them, and to bestow upon thee 
eternal happiness, and to bring thee by his almighty power 
safe to the eternal enjoyment of it. All this he will give to 
thee, not for woricing, but in believing. I entreat thee there- 
fore to read, again and again, what has been before said upon 
these subjects, and the good Lord help thee to apply it to thy 
present case, that thou mayest be fully assured thou art in 
Christ, and that there is no condemnation to thee. 

But perhaps thou art ready to say, Steadfastly do I believe 
all this ; but I do not find such victory over my corruptions 
as I could wish, nay I think at times they rage more than 
ever. Here thou forgettest the Lord thy strength. Thou 
dost not make use of him, and therefore thou failest. The 
woman with the bloody issue grew worse and worse, till 
she went to Christ; so wilt thou. Why is it given thee 
to know Christ in the Spirit, but that thou shouldst go to him 
daily, and plead his pomise — Lord, thou hast declared, that 
sin shall not have dominion over thy people ; I believe this 
word of thine cannot be broken, and. therefore, helpless in 
myself, I rely upon thy faithfulness to save me from the 
dominion of such and such a sin (as then tempts thee.) Put 
forth thy power, Lord Christy and get thyself glory in 
subduing my flesh with its affections and lusts. Aiid then 
trust him to make his word good, and wait the event. Soonei 
shall heaven and earth pass away, than sin, any sin, thus lef^ 
with Christ to be subdued, shall reign over thee. 

If thou sayest, I think I seek for victory over sin in no 
other way, and yet I do not attain it so completely as I desire. 
Depend upon it thou art under some mistake : for Christ is 
4lmijfbty to fulfil every promise in its burgest sense and fullest 
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mmam gf w&i ^ime nev^ was a babeifier wb# 6mM ioaUlf 
charge Aim with a breach of his ward. Porhape thou doM 
believe, that power to subdue sin comes from Clttist, and thov 
art expecting it from him; but hast thou not swiie l^ri 
llep£aidence, sosiKe noticm (^ thy own working tog^her with 
him ? Search aod see. Dost thou oommit gll to die Lord, 
^ho is to do all and mail? Is the whole haltle left to hiio—- 
wisdom, w)d courage, and armour, and strength, and patieiii'**, 
and victoryr-are all from the Lord ? If thou art not doing Uils 
simply, thou art not liying by faith upon Christ, but thou :ui:t 
£ghting in thine own strength, and depending upon some inka* 
ent stock of grace, or knowledge, <» eiqperience. While thasa 
proud selfish motives put thee upon asking his help, he will not 
give it thee ; because thou dost not wholly depend upon him 1i9f it. 

Or peduips Christ does not appear on thy side, because lhi.ja 
art proposing some wr<mg end. Thou art working and striving 
against sin to establish a righteousness of thine own, which is 
jto be some part of thine acceptance before God, and thou haat 
heen trying in thine own strength to get thy corruptions quiite 
subdued ; but they were too strong for thee, and therefore 
now thou art glad to make use of Christ's help : and if he 
would do the work for thee, then thou wouldst have confix 
dence in the flesh, and this thy fancied holiness would be the 
ground of thy rejoicing before God. Is it not so ? If it be» 
ibou wilt never succeed upon this plan. Christ will not give 
his glory to another, nor put the crown of his gospel-grace 
•upon the head of thy legal dependence. 

Or perhaps thou art expecting from Christ what he has nol 
promised ; such a victory over thy corruptions, that they shall 
not fight again for some time, or that they shall be quite dead 
and buried : and so they shall be in the Lord's appointed 
time. But now he calls upon thee to fight against them, he 
provides the armour for that purpose, even the whole armour 
of God ; and he requires thee to resist unto blood striving 
against sin, promising thee daily victory. This is thy preset 
State of warjfare ; to this thou art now called» and there is no 
discharge in this war. O beware then, as thou lovest thy 
soul, of a false peace. Thou wilt he sadly deluded, if thou 
ever supposest that thy fighting is over, before thy course be 
finished. The good fight of faith i^iust continue till death ; 
for, till then, corruption being in thee, thou must oppose it, 
relying upon God for promised victory over it. He is able to 
3ave thee from the very being of it now, as well as in heaven ; 
but it is not his mind and will. Here he will have ihw tp 
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upon Christ, or thou wilt fall. This is to exalt his grace, and 
to suhdue thy selfish legsd spirit, to humble thy pride, to put 
thee upon prayer and watchfulness, to make sin more hateful, 
and heaven more desirable, and to secure the glory of every 
victory to him, whose strength is perfected in thy weakness. 
These are some of his spacious purposes in keeping thee 
continually dependent upon his strength ; and, if he has made 
thee willing to fight and conquer, to the praise of the glory 
of his grace, then thou wilt experience that blessed promise, 
* sin shall not have dominion over thee :* and it will not be 
long before sin shall not have a being in thee. 

Reader, if thou hast fallen into these or any other mistakes 
concerning the subduing of thy corruptions, mind what is 
written, and what is promised. Having first received, through 
faith in the blood of Christ, the pardon of thy sin, then as one 
of his good soldiers thou art to fight against it all thy life : he, 
being on thy side, promises to subdue sin for thee. Without 
him thou canst do nothing in this warfare, and therefore thy 
fisuth, resting on his promise, is to wait the fulfilling of it. He 
has given thee his word, that he will use his ahnighty power 
for this purpose. To that word must thou look, believing 
that Christ will bring thee victory continually, if thy faith fail 
not ; greater, as thy faith increases ; complete, when the good 
fight of faith shall be ended, and thou shalt rest from thy 
labours. All this he stands engaged to do, and his power is 
able to fulfil his engs^ements, and thy faith will bring the 
happy experience of his power. When corruptions rise, 
temptations are strong, enemies numerous, dangers on every 
side, that is the time to glorify Christ, by making use of his 
promised strength ; then put thy trust in the Captain of thy 
salvation, and fear not ; look unto Jesus, and look at nothing 
but him : the battle is his, he will fight for thee, and thou shalt 
hold thy peace. Leave him to direct all, to do all, and to 
finish all, relating to it ; and then, as he can get all the glory, 
thou shalt see what a salvation he will bring thee. O that 
thy faith did but reach to the extent of his promises ! how 
successful would be thy spiritual warfare : such victories over 
thine enemies, corruptions so subdued, the world so crucified, 
Satan so def(;ated, as thou canst now scarce believe ? The Lord 
increase thy faith ; look up to him for it : because, as thy faith 
Increases, let the battle grow hr^tter and hotter, thou wilt find 
thyself safer, and more reason to give thanks to God through 
Jesns Christ thy Lord. 
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For want of attending to the important tniths already c«i« 
sidered, and of bringing them into constant use and exercise, 
young believers are liable to fall into another great mistake, 
which keeps their faith weak, and stops its growth, namely, 
a hearkening to sense, and trusting to its reports, which is the 
fifth general head I purpose to consider. 

They are seeking to be established ; and they think, that 
they should have no doubt of their being true believers, if they 
had but the testimony of sense, and comfortable feelings to 
assure them of it ; and, being used to judge in this way in 
other matters, for it is our strongest evidence in natural 
things, they are disposed to expect die same in spiritual ; and 
they are the rather disposed to it, because sensible comforts 
are promised in Scripture ; which being very desirable and 
pleasing to nature, they are apt to covet them too much, and, 
from not regarding what the Scripture says about them, they 
are apt to seek them in a wrong way, and for a wrong end. 
Sense judges from what it sees, and draws its inferences from 
what it feels : so that its report to the conscience, either of a 
believer's state, or of his growth, in it, is not from unchange* 
able things, which would settle the conscience in peace, but 
(xom changeable things, which leave room for continual 
doubting. Sense also looks at the fruits of faith more than at 
the object of it, and if the believer has been misled, and taught 
to confound these two together, he will be at a great uncer- 
tainty in judging of his state : for, instead of making the word 
of God, he will make his comforts the ground of his faith, 
and as these are more or less, so will his £uth be : when he 
has comfortable feelings, then he will think himself a believer; 
and, when he has none, then he will think himself an unbe- 
liever, changing his judgment of himself, as his feelings do, 
like the wind, and varying as his comforts do, like the weather. 
This is a common case ; I have seen the sad effects of it in 
the lives of many of my acquaintance, who, from being taught 
thus to judge for themselves, were tossed about for several 
years, up and down, now comforted, then doubting, and could 
not get any solid establishment, till the word and Spirit of God 
convinced them that sense was not to be the grounid of their 
believing, nor the object to which they were to look. Sense 
ludges by feeling, and reports what it sees. Sense says, Now 
am in the favour of God ; for I feel it. Now he is my 
God ; for I find him so, I am comforted. Now he demonstrates 
it to me ; for I feel nearness to him in prayer, and sweet 
answers. Now I am sure my duties and services are accept 
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abk; for I mm quite' lively in them, and I come itam A/em 
with wann affections. Now I cannot doubt ; for I feel the 
assurance of bis love to me : and when sense has lost those 
comfortable feelings, then it draws contrary inferences. — Now 
I am not in the favour of God ; for I donH feel it. Now he is 
not my God ; for L don't find him so, I am not comforted, dec. 
What can be the issue of this but continual wavering and 
changing ? f(Mr our feelings are sometimes more, aad some- 
liiies less, as every believer experiences. What an unsettled 
state then must he be in, who has no way to judge of himself, 
fcut by those changeable things ! what room does he leave for 
continual doubting, and what trouble and misery does he 
thereby bring upon himself, as well as dishonour to the 
unchangeableness of God in his nature and promises. 

If the poor weak believer should say, I am convinced of thi«, 
and I should be glad to have my faith so fixed, that I might 
be freed from doubts and fears : then let it rest upon the word 
of God, which is the only ground of believing, and is therefore 
called the word of faith, upon which faith is built, and by 
which it is nourished and grows up. The believer should 
receive and rely upon what God hath spoken, and because he 
hath spoken it : for his word changeth not. It abideth the 
same for ever ; therefore, what it truly reports stands upon an 
immoveable rock. Sense and feeling may report things 
contrary to it, but the believer can silence them with — God 
has spoken it : for his faith has evidence of things not seen, 
and he does not form his judgment by the things which are 
seen, but by the things which are not seen. Generally speak- 
ing, faith judges the very contrary to what sense perceives i 
Abraham against hope believeth in hope, so do all his children. * 
They believe the pardon of sin, victory over sin, and the death 
of sin, the immortality of the body, though crumbled to dust 
and atoms, the second coming of Christ, and the eternal state 
of happiness or misery. Faith looks at God's word, calling 
the things which be not, as though they were, and is com- 
monly forced to contradict sense. Sense judges from what 
It sees — Faith from what God says. Sense is governed by 
what appears — ^Faith by what God says shall be. Sense looks 
inward — Faith looks outward. Faith can answer the seeming 
contradictions, which sense opposes to it, from the word of Go4 
which cannot be broken ; and when sense is ready to despair, 
and all its fine fi^imes and feelings are gone, then it is the 
oeliever's happy privilege still to trust in the Lord, andto!iay« 
a good hope because of the word of his grace. 
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But perhsps tliou an ready to say, It is mktim, ttet ik^&m 
10 great joy and peace in beiiering, yea, joy unspeakable and 
full of glory. True, these are what faith produces, and not 
what it is. These are tl^ fruits of faith, which it brings forth 
m most abundance from the inexhaustible fulness of Jesus. 
The more simple the believer is, the more he eyes Christ the 
object of faith, and his word the ground of faith, the more 
clear and distinct will the actings of his faith be, and coii6e« 
quently it will bring greater peace into the conscience, and 
more joy into the aSeclions: but still these fruits are not 
faith; no more than the fruit is the tree. The fruits do not 
go before faith, but follow it, and grow from it : this is GodV 
order. He gives us his word to be the ground of our belie v« 
ing, and, by believing, all things promised in the word are made 
purs, then we go on comfortably, and are happy ; but when sense 
i^ put in the place of the word, then the consequence is, that 
w^sdc believers have got a changeable rule to judge of them- 
selves by, which hinders them from being established in believ- 
ing, and from attaining the promised peace and joy. 

Some may begin to object, What ! are you against all lively 
frames and sensible comforts? No, God forbid. I would 
have them spring from the right cause, that they might be 
more pure and fixed than they commonly are. God's word' 
and promises are an unchangeable foundation to rest upon, 
even when sensible feelings are gone ; because Christ revealed 
in the word, and laid hold of in the promises, changeth not. 
Therefore, reader, for thine own sake, and for the glory of 
God, take heed what thou buildest thy faith upon. Beware 
of making any thing, that sense reports to thee, the ground oi 
it, byf rest upon that which abideth for ever. The word of 
God is a sure foundation. It will never fail thee. Thou 
mayest safely depend upon it, because it cannot be broken^ 
and steadfastly rely upon Christ to make its promises good to 
thee. There is thy object : look at him. And, since he is thine« 
thy Saviour and thy God, make use of him as such, and trust 
body and soul, and all things belonging to them, in his hands^ 
and, among the rest, thy comforts. Be content he should 
give them to thee as seemeth him good. Set not thy heart 
upon them, nor follow him, as the multitude did, for the sake 
of his loaves and fishes, and the dainties that he gave them, 
who, when these were withheld, soon forsook theif kind bene*^ 
factor. Thou art by faith to make up all thy ha|>piness in 
him, and in him only : and he himself, being thine, let him 
give thee or take away what he will besides^ thou hast enougb. 
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What! is not this comfoit enough, that thou hast got the 
Pearl of great price, the infinitely rich, inestimably-precious 
Jesus? who has the wisdom of God to contrive wiiat is 
best for thee, boundless love to dispose him, and almighty 
power to enable him to give it thee, and he has promised 
it ; canst thou desire more ? Walk then with him by faith, 
and not by sight. When the word of God is the ground 
of thy faith, which rests there and is grown to a fixed set- 
tlement, then thou wilt be enabled to go on comfortably, 
whatever thy frames and feelings be; yea, when these are 
at the lowest ebb, thou wilt not be Uiereby discouraged. 
Suppose thou art walking in darkness, thou canst walk by 
faith; because thou hast a promise, *Who is among you 
that walketh in darkness, and hath no light ? Let him trust 
in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God.* Isa. 1. 10. 
Still let him trust and believe. Why ? Because God is his 
God still. Mind that, his God still ; this blessed relation still 
subsists, and faith may draw comfort from it in the darkest 
hour. Suppose thou art in heaviness through manifold temp- 
tations, the word says to thee, * heaviness may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morning:* here thou mayest 
quiet thy heavy heart, and rest with confidence, till the Lord 
deliver thee out of thy temptations. Suppose God hideth his 
face from thee, thou hast the example of those in the same 
case, * I will wait for the Lord that hideth his face from the 
house of Jacob, and will look for him,* Isa. viii. 17. Wait in 
faith, looking for him, and thou shalt see the light of his coun- 
tenance. Suppose all other comforts fail ; thou has one still, 
worth more than all — * This God is my God for ever and ever. 
He will never leave me nor forsake me.' This is the happi- 
ness of the true believer, he is enabled to maintain his confi- 
dence, when sensible feelings are no more. And thou seest, 
reader, how this happiness is attained, and how it is preserved. 
It is by trusting to things which change not, the word of God, 
the Son of God, and promises ; all which are in him, yea, 
made in him, and in him amen, fulfilled by him. May the 
Lord help thee simply to trust his word, and to live upon 
Christ for the fulfilling of it, and then thou wilt indeed get, 
what thou art now seeking in vain, a comfortable frame, and 
will be enabled to maintain it against all the discouragements 
of sense. To that end search the Scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation; and let it be thy daily 
/equest to the Lord, to make thee strong in f lith, that thou 
mayest not stagger at his promises through unbelief, but 
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inayest against hope beliere in hope. Beg of him, when seniii 
goes contrary to the word, to enable thee still to beliere it, 
and not to doubt of Christ's faithfulness to fulfil it : and ask 
for strength to walk every moment by faith, and not by sight. 
Thus the Lord will carry thee on safely and sweetly fo)m 
faith to faith, till thou receive the end of thy faith, even the 
salvation of thy soul. May it be so. Amen. 

St. Paul has been my guide hitherto. He says, Heb. v. 13, 
that a babe in Christ is one who is unskilful in the word ot 
righteousness. To this determination of his, I have had an 
eye all along, and have accordingly endeavoured to remove 
those hinderances out of the way of young beginners, which 
chiefly arise from their unskilfulness in the word of righteous- 
ness. Righteousness signifies strict justice ; with respect to 
God it is paying him the frill demands of his holy law : in 
this sense there is none of us righteous, no not one. The 
God-man, Christ Jesus, the surety of his people, came to work 
out such a righteousness for them, and the word reveals it, 
sets it before them in its infinite sufficiency to justify from all 
things. The word is also the means, in the hand of the 
Spirit, of bringing them with the heart to believe unto 
righteousness ; and therefore the Scripture is called the word 
of righteousness, and being unskilful in it signifies the want 
of experience in, the management of it, unskilful in the know- 
ledge of the person of the Lord our righteousness, who is 
true and very God, as well as true and very man ; unskilful 
in the nature of his righteousness, that is absolutely perfect 
and everlastingly meritorious, so that any sinner by receiving 
it will be not only delivered from sin, and all the miseries due 
to sin, but will also be entitled to life and glory ; unskilful in 
the gifr of righteousness, how freely God bestows it, nothing 
being required to make it the sinner's but receiving it, and 
therefore, it is called the righteousness of faith ; because by 
faith he trusts in it for salvation, and for all its blessings in 
earth and heaven, and expects them as the fruits of righteous- 
ness : unskilful in experience, not knowing how to plead this 
righteousness against the charges of the law, of conscience, and 
of the accuser of the brethren, and th^efore apt to fall into a 
legal spirit, to be distressed in their warfare between the old man 
and the new, and to covet and to rely more upon sensible feelings 
than upon the sure testimony of God in his word. These are some 
of the principal difficulties which young believers meet with, and 
ihey all arise from their unskilfulness in the word of righteous- 
less, and therefore I have particularly considered some Scrip- 
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tvre meliires foritsmoviiig them^out of the way. And after thou 
hast petUe^d these motives, have they heen the means of settling 
thy judgment, comforting thy conscience, and strengthening 
thy fkith ? Dost thou see more of Christ's grace and powex 
to save thee a sinner, than thou didst before, and therefore canst 
trust him better, abd in time of need make more use of his 
promised grace ? If this be thy case, give him the glory, and 
may he carry thee on from strength to strength. But if thou 
hast received no improvement from reculing thus far — ^what is 
the i^eason ? Perhaps thou art under some of the temptations 
here described. Search and see : and whatever it be, either in 
doctrine or experience, which hinders the increase of thy faith; 
may the Lord discover it to thee, and enable thee to overcome 
it, that thou mayest be no longer a babe, unskilful in the word 
of righieoUsness, but mayest grow up to be a young man, 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 

The apostle Paul has directed me how to speak to the babes 
in Christ ; and another apostle shows how they grow up to be 
young men, and thereby he furnishes me with matter for 
the secobd part of this treatise on the life of faith. * I have 
written unto you young men (says he,) because ye are strong, 
and the word of Crod abideth in you, and ye have overcome the 
wicked one,' 1 John il. 14. These young men knew the prin* 
ciples of the doctrine of Christ ; they were established in 
the belief of his godhead, of the infinite sufficiency of his 
salvation, of the free gift of all its graces and blessings pro- 
mised to him that worketh not, and received by faith only, 
and all treasured up for the believer's use in the fulness of 
Christ Jesus, to whom he is to bring nothing to recommend 
him, but the promise of the grace which he then wants, and a 
dependence upon Christ to supply that want. These young 
men had attained to a good degree of knowledge and expe- 
rienee in these truths. They began to be able to keep the 
evidenee of their union with Christ clear and distinct, and to 
Drove it by their communion with him in all his offices : but, 
notwiths^tanding their establishment in these points, they had 
nany temptations and great difficulties ; still they knew but 
in part, still they had a fleshly corrup . nature to watch over 
and to fight against, always inclining them to trust to the law, 
to their feeling, to any thmg but Christ, and always di>«posing 
them to yield to the suggestions of the devil, and to the allure- 
ments of'^ the world. This warfare, instead of ceasing, grows 
nMter and hotter, but they grow stronger. It is the peculiar 
character of the young men in Christ to be strong : they have 
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(mint wliere tlieb strangth liai, and diey put it fMrth : thaj ft 
4awn to batde, not trastiiig in any power or might of their own, 
out strong in the Lord, and in the power of ms might : he is 
their strength. When the enemy cometh in like a flood, then to 
Jesus they look for safety and victory ; ' our God, we have no 
might against this great company that cometh against us, neither 
know we what to do, hut our eyes are upon thee/ The 
abiding sense of their own weakness keeps them dependent 
upon him ; so that the more they feel of their helplessness, 
ll^ stronger they grow : because they live more upon Christ 
for strength, which illustrates that seeming paradox of the 
ipostle, 'When I am weak then I am strong;* when I am 
most sensilde of mv own weakness, then am I strongest in tho 
Lord — ^his streogtk is then perfected in me, and his strength 
is put forth in the eflectual working of it by believing. It is 
not, i^either can it be, inherent in them, who without Christ 
can do nothing, but it is brought in by faith ; nor does faith 
bring it in to lodge it, or lay it up in store, till it shall be want- 
ed; but, when it is want^, faith then regards the promise* 
looks up to Christ to fulfil it, and receives strength, out of his 
fulness : and, being his, freely promised, and freelv given, it is 
therefore called the strength of grace. ' Thou, therefore, my 
son (says Paul to Timothy,) be strong in the grace that is ui 
Christ Jesus.' Strong faith gets strong grace from Christ, 
according as it is written, * All things are possible to him that 
belie veth :' for, according to his faith, it shall be done unto him. 
If his fiadth reach to the full extept of the promises, he shall 
find all things possible, which God has promised, yea, he shall 
be able to do all things through Christ strengthenmg him. 

This is the life of the young men in Christ : they are strong 
in him, living upon his promised strength, and by uiith receiv- 
ing it. They live not upon any thing in themselves ; but 
whatever they stand, in need of, and whatever they have a pro- 
mise for, tbat they expect shall be given them by the power of 
God their Saviour. They see themselves poor helpless crea- 
tures, full of continual wants, and no means in their own 
power to supply them. The sense of this empties them of 
self-greatness and self-dependence, and the abiding sense o? 
this keeps them humble and dependent upon Christ* Thus 
the Lord teaches them how to live out of themselves, and to be 
always receiving out of the Saviour's fulness grace for grace. 
They have his infinite storehouse to repair to, in which there 
is treasured up for them every thing that they can possibly 
want. Happy for them, their God has promised to supply aU 
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dieir need mit of the riches of his grace m Chtist Jesus^ «ii# 

§r faith they have an abundant supply to the praise of thi^ 
od, who keepeth his promise for ever. 

In him they live — ^he is the Lord and giver of spiritual life, 
as Paul says, * I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.' They 
are made strong in him, ' The Lord is the strength of my life,' 
says the Psalmist, Psa. xxvii. 1. that life which I lire by the 
faith of the Son of God has all its strength from him. 

And is continued by his power — ^ For none can keep alive 
his own soul,' Psa. xxii. 29. * It is God who holdeth our soul 
in life,' Psa. Ixvi. 9. 

And is kept by faith — * Ye are kept by the power of God 
through faith,' 1 Pet. i. 6. Whatever strength the believer 
wants, to enable him to bear hardship, endure the cross, fi^t 
his spirital enemies, daily gain victories over them, he expects 
it from God, and through faith he receives it, and is kept — 
yea, so kept 

As to be confirmed unto the end. He that is able to keep 
believers from falling, will keep them until they receive the 
end of their faith, even the salvation of their souls. Thus 
the life which Christ begins by his grace he continues by his 
strength ; and every act of this spiritual life is from him. 
The will, the power, is his ; for he doeth all, and in all. These 
young men were so well assured of this, that they lived upon 
Christ for strength, and they received it ; they were strong in 
him : their faith viewed him in his exalted state, with all power 
in heaven and earth, and engaged as their covenant-head to 
use it for them, to make them and to keep them alive to God. 
On this power they depended ; and, whatever promise they 
had of its being used in their behalf, they pleaded it out at 
the throne of grace, and trusted Christ with the fulfilling of it : 
he never disappointed them. They were made strong, and 
stood fast in the Lord, who never withdrew his supporting 
arm ; therefore, they never ceased to put their whole trust ahd 
confidence in him. 

When the enemy sees them thus strong in the Lord, through 
faith, it stirs up his devilish malice, and makes him bum with 
envious rage ; he leaves no temptation untried to draw them 
from Christ. He is well skilled in cunning wiles and sly 
devices for this purpose. He does not begin with tempting 
them to open sin : that would at once discover his wicked 
design : but he artfully tries to sap the foundation, and to 
weaken their faith. If he can get them from dependence upon 
Christ, he carries his point ; and too, too often he succeeds. 
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a beware, reader, of every thing ; suspect it, let its appear^ 
ance be -erer so fair and good, which in the last tends to 
weaken thy fast hold of Christ. Cleave to him with foil par* 
pose of heart, as long as ever thou livest : for the enemy's 
whole plan is to separate thee from him. Formerly he tried 
to do this by distressing thee about thy sin — ^how they could 
be pardoned — ^whether being so great, so many, the blood ot 
Christ could cleanse from all : now thou hast through believ* 
ing received forgiveness of sins, he will try to do the same by 
distressing thee about thy duties. Sometimes he will try to 
bring guilt into thy conscience by suggesting to thee thy many 
failings and short-comings in them— the disorder of thine 
imagination — ^thy wanderings in thy prayers — ^thy dulness 
m hearing and reading the word — ^the little life and power 
thou findest in thine attendance upon the ordinances — and the 
coldness of thy love to God and man. If he can get thee to 
dwell upon these things so as to forget Christ, then he has 
made way for this insinuation, — ^How could it be thus with 
thee, and thou a strong believer ? And if he can get thee to 
reason upon it, then he has thee fast, thou art catched in his 
snare. 

But if the Lord has taught thee not to be ignorant of Satan's 
devices, as soon as the thought arises, whether thou art in 
Christ, because of such failings, thou wilt know from what 
quarter it comes, and wilt immediately resist it. So that the 
temptation will make thee stand faster; it will drive thee 
closer to Christ, make thy dependence stronger on his blood 
and righteousness : put thee upon making more use of him as 
thy intercessor and advocate with the Father, and help thee ' 
to live more out of thyself by faith upon him. Thus Christ 
becomes precious — thou art more humble : the snare is broken, 
and thou art delivered. 

When the enemy sees this, his implacable malice will soon 
tempt thee again. He has another deep-laid stratagem relat- 
ing to thy duties, and that is from their being unsuccessful. 
Thou hast had something laid much upon thy heart, and thou 
hast carried it to God in prayer, and thou hast waited long, 
but no answer comes. Upon this Satan takes occasion to 
suggest — Now you see God does not give you what you ask, 
although he has promised, ask and ye shall have ; the feult 
cannot be in him, therefore it is plain you are not in his 
fiivour ; his promises do not belong to you. And if he can thus 
work a little upon thy impatience, he will soon get thee into 
doubtmg and unbelief. Here U^ou mayest see how all th« 
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&oai Christ — and how* necessary then is it, that thou ^ouid* 
est have this settled beyond all question, that Christ and thou 
art one. If this be maintained in thy conscience, then Satan's 
stratagem is defeated : for Christ being thine, he will give 
thee every thing that he has promised ; and although thou 
hast it not just at the time thou hast fixed thyself, ^et he 
Jtnofws best. Thou shalt certainly have it, if his infinite 
wisdom sees it good for thee, and if he does not see it good, 
his love will give thee something better. Thy faith must 
wait God's time. Strong faith can wait long. Having such 
a promise as this to depend upon — ^ they shall not be ashamed 
who wait for me,' Isa. xlix. ^. thou mayest with confidence 
.wait, and be a follower of them who through faith and pa* 
tience inherit the promises, who by faith regarded the promises, 
hy patience waited for the fulfilling of them ; and, although 
they waited long, yet they succeeded at last, and did inherit 
.every grace and blessing, for which with faith and patience 
th^ had been waiting. Go, and do thou likewise. 

Upon the failing of these temptations, the enemy has 
another ready. Since he cannot get thee off thy guard, by 
bringing thee into doubting and unbelief^ he will attack thy 
faith in another way : he will come like an angel of light, 
and seem to be Christ's friend and thine ; he wiU allow thee 
to be a child of God, and to be strong in faith : the more 
clearly thou art satisfied of thy union with Christ, the more 
will he improve, if thou art not aware, this thy certainty to 
his own wicked purposes : he will try to keep thine eye 
upon thy great graces and high gifts; he will flatter thee 
exceedingly upon them, and will tempt thee to view them 
with a secret delight, every now and then insinuating — 
What a great Christian thou art — how few there are like 
thee — ^to what an exalted state thou hast attained — what 
temptations thou hast overcome — ^what victories thou hast 
gained over Satan — and how safe thou art now, fast upon 
the rock ! And if he finds this pleasing bait is not instantly 
rejected with a Get thee behind me, Satan ; then he will begin 
to work upon thy self-love, and to give thee many plausible 
reasons fojf self-admiration; so that thou shalt first look 
pleasingly at, ihea fondly love, and at last sacrilegiously dote 
upon thy wondrous attainments. Thus he will lift thee up with 
pride, and will try to draw thee into his own crime, and intt 
his otm condemnation. What a dangerous temptation is this ' 
How many have I known who fell into it ! If thou sayest 
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for it is coming upon thee, as soon as thou beginnest to think 
of thyself more highly than thou oughtest to think. IImii 
art in thyself a poor, miserable, helpless sinner, and to this 
rery moment without Christ thou canst do nothing. Tftw^u 
canst not do one good thing, nor overcome the weakest eiMiiiy^ 
nor take one step in the way to heaven, without Ghhst ; nay, 
thou canst not think one good thought widiout him. WImH 
hast thou then to be proud of, and to stir up thy 8elf««dmira* 
tion? Nothing but sin. The humble abicUng sense of this 
tends to thy safety ; for while this is ever present with thee* 
' In me, that is in my fleshy dwelleth no good thing,' it mU 
lead thee to live by faith upon Christ for all good things : and, 
being all his, and received every moment from him as his 
free ffift, thou wilt be glorifying and exalting him in a4 and 
for all, knowing that he resisteth the proud, but he giveth 
grace unto the humble. The Lord keep thee humble, and 
Uien thou wilt have grace to escape this cunning wile of 
the devil. 

If thou shalt say, Alas! I am fallen into it, how shall 
1 recover myself? ^member his case who, in his prosperity, 
said he never should be moved, the favour of the Lord had 
made his mountain to stand so strong, Psa. xxx. 6, 7» He 
was too confident in himself, and was moved. How did he 
recover his standing? * I cried unto the Lord, and unt» the 
Lord I made my supplication. Hear, Lord, and have 
mercy upon me: Lord, be thou my helper.' His prayer 
was heard, he found mercy to pardon his oflfence, and help 
to raise him up, and his mourning, he says, was turned 
into joy and gladness. Look up as he did to .the Lord 
Christ; plead diy pardon through his promised mercy; and 
beg of lum to enable thee to walk more humbly with thy 
6^: then shall the Psalmist's experience be thine, and thou 
shalt escape the snare, which was laid for thy {vecious life. 

These young men, havii^ thus overcome the devices 
which Satan had contrived to weaken their faith, must 
expect a fresh attack from him : he will tempt them concern^ 
ing the ground of faith* He sees they are strong, because 
the word of God abideth in them, therefore he will use all 
his cunning and power to weaken their trust in the word 
and promises of God. By the incorruptible seed of the 
word faith is begotten, and by the same word it is nourished 
up and strengthened, growing exceedingly from faith to 
fiuth. The word, which is the sole ground of faiA, reveals 
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the coT«nant made by the eternal Trinity for the saltation 
of sinners, and makes many free promises of every co\re» 
nant-biessing to him that believeth. These promises may 
most steadfastly be relied upon, because of the unchange- 
able nature of God who makes them. All his perfections 
are engaged for the fulfilling of his word; so that what 
he has spoken has an actual being and existence. He says 
and it is done — saj^ing and doing are the same with him. 
Let there be ever so great a distance of time between the 
word spoken, and the thing done, yet this is as real as 
any thing now in being : because it exists in the mind and 
will of God, is revealed in his word, and by his faithful 
ness and almighty power is to be established at the time 
appointed. How is it possible then that his word should 
be broken ? There is no matter of fact of more undoubted 
evidence, nothing in futurity, not even the rising of the 
sun to-morrow, so fixed and certain as the accomplishment 
of God*s promises to him that believeth. These young men 
in Christ were most assuredly persuaded of this truth : they 
knew that heaven and earth should pass away before one tittle 
of God's promises should fail : they looked upon them all as 
made in Christ, in him yea, and in him amen, made in him 
and fulfilled to him, as the Head of the body the church, 
and in him fulfilled to all his members. As certainly as eyery 
one Of them has been made good to him, the Head, so will 
they be made good to his members : he has all power in 
heaven and eartfi committed to him for that very purpose. Who- 
ever by believing is joined to him, has thereby a right and 
title to every promise, and may boldly sue it out in time of 
need ; and then it is Christ's office and glory to fulfil the 
promise. If mountains of difficulties stand in the way, the 
believer need not fear or doubt — Christ is upon the throne. 
What are difficulties against his almighty power? besides, 
Christ has already given him good security. He has put into 
his hands the pledges and earnests of the promised inherit- 
ance, and how is it possible he should fail in fulfilling his 
engagements, and putting him in due time into actual posses- 
sion ? Read what the apostle says on this subject. Turn to 
the passage : for it is too long to quote, Heb. vi. from verse 
11 to the end of the chapter, in which you may observe 
these particulars : 

1. The heirs of promise are apt to be full of doubt, and tc 
have strife in their consciences about their right and title to 
•11 the graces and blessings of salvation. 
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2^ Qoi W88 wiffiatg out of hb ininile metcy to ftttaMiih 
dieir right and title to them beyond diqwte, and to put an end 
to all 8^e : 

3. Therefore he engaged by promise to giYO them all thoa^ 
graces and Uessings ; and, 

4. To shew the anchangeableness of his will herein, he 
confirmed the promise by an oath. 

6. It is impossible that God should lie in his promise, or tha** 
he should be perjured in his oath. 

6« Therefore here are two immutable things to strengthen 
die faith and hojpes of the heirs of promise. 

7. While their faith rests upon those immutable things, it 
will always bring diem strong consolation. 

8. When enemies, dangers, and temptations, attack them, 
they are safe, W fleeing for refuge to lay hold of the hope set 
before them in uod's immutable promises. 

9. This hope will be as useful to them, at such times, as an 
anchor to a ship. By it they will ride out all the storms oi 
life, until Jesus, their forerunner, bring them within the veil, 
where their anchor is now cast, and put them into eternal 
possession of all the promises. 

With what rich and copious matter does this Scripture 
abound, tending to shew the absolute safety of resting upon 
God's promises ! How strong are the arguments, to persuade 
the heirs of promise to put their whole trust and confidence 
in the faithfulness of their God! who, having provided ah 
infinitely glorious and everlasting inheritance for them, was 
willing to make it over to them in the strongest manner ot 
conveyance, and therefore, he has given them the promise and 
the oath of God, which cannot possibly change or alter, that 
their fiiith might never doubt or waver, and their hope might 
at all times be sure and steadfast ; and, until he bring them 
to thoLinhmtance itself, he has given them many sweet and 
blessed promises of all things needful for their temporal and 
spiritual estate, upon which he would have them not only to 
live comfortably at present, but also to receive them, as part 
of the inheritance, allowed them for their maintenance, till 
they come to age, and enter upon the possession of the whole. 
And what God intended in his promise end oath, has its 
efi^ts in a good degree among those, who have the word of 
God abiding in them. They cast their anchor where he com- 
mands them« and they are not only safe, but also, in time of 
the greatest troubles and temptations, have strong consolation. 
When eiManies come^ corrupUons arise, and difficulties are in 
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tlie way, diey have a promiae and a proimse<4o«piiig' Ck)d to 
iffp&ndi upon. WhateTer straits they are in, the word abiding 
in them brings some promise of support and deliverance ; the 
promise shews what Ood has engaged to do, and faith receives 
the fulfilling of his engagements : when they draw nig^ to 
0*'d i\\ duties, in ordinances, they know what he has promised 
to i\f :n that wait upon him, and they judge him faithful w^o 
hath promised ; and lo, he is present with them. In short, 
while they live like themselves, as the heirs of promise, they 
are preserved from all evil, and want no manner of thing diat is 
good. This is their happy case, thrice happy, because the 
means used to deprive them of their happiness are overruled 
of God for the establishing it : the enemy rages against them, 
but in vain ; he was a liar from the beginning : the word is 
truth, and he abode not in it ; therefore he hates it, and, with 
a greater hatred, because the Lord has made it the means oi 
strengthening those believers. He knows that all his temp- 
tations will be fruitless while the word abideth in them ; he 
fears no weapon formed against him, like the sword of the 
Spirit ; he has felt its sheupness in its power ; with it the 
Captain of our salvation cut Kahab^ and wounded the dragon ; 
with it all his fifood soldiers resist the devil, and make him flee 
from them. For these reasons he has great variety of temp* 
talioos to weaken the believer's trust in the word, and his 
rcl^»;:ce upon the promises of God. 

Sometimes he attacks them in a lAatter where his hopes 
are founded in their ignorance : he is cunning to spy out the 
particular way in which they have been led, and their readi* 
ness to maintain their ground, by making use of the promises 
suited to that way: he resolves, therefore, upon some new 
temptation, with which they have been exercised; and he 
watches the favourable opportunity to inject it with all his 
strength. Upon his doing it, the soul is put into a great hur- 
ry, because it has no promise ready to apply to the present 
case ; for want of which the understanding is confused, fiiith 
wavers, doubt enters, and Satan carries his point. Tfais de- 
monstrates the necessity of searching the Scriptures, and 
meditating upon them night and day : in them Ood has gra- 
ciously treasured up all sorts of promises. There is not a 
possible case for a believer to be in, of spiritual or temporal 
concern, but there is a promise suitable to it, which he ought 
to have ready against the hour of temptation. If he has not, 
he neglects the Lord's kind provision, and lays himself open 
to the enemy's attack. Reader, if thou wouldst not be igno 
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WDt of Satan-8 derices, Ibllow Clinst's e«ttiistl«-*' Seanh 'tkt 
Scriptures.' BememHer, they are able to oudce thee wise uiilo 
salvation, through faith in Christ Jesus ; therefore, store up hii 
promises — ^prav him to sanctify thy memory to retain them, 
and to enable thee to make use of them in every ^me of need« 

If this temptation fail, the enemy will soon have another 
ready. I have known him often try, and often succeed, in 
endeavouring to take oft* the attention from the most easy parte 
of Scripture, and to ftx it upon those parts which are hard to 
be understood. Upon those the believer dwells too rnuch^ 
and puzzles himself; his head grows confused; he consults 
commentators, and diey confuse him more : and if he does ndl 
fall from hence into questioning the truth of Scripture, yet he 
certainly neglects the right use of it, forgetting it is the menn 
of building himself up in his most holy faith. Reader, when* 
ever thou art tempted about difficult texts, look up to tho 
incarnate Word, and pray him by his Spirit to open thina 
understanding, that thou mayest know what thou readest ; and, 
if thou still dost not ifind the meaning of them made plain to 
thee, pass them by for that time. Do not puzzle and distrese 
th3nse& about them. Perhaps when thou meetest with them 
again, they will appear easy, Christ will give thee light to ses 
and to comprehend them. 

If thou sayest, I do look up to him to teach me, but, neveiw 
theless, I find many hard and difficult texts. Remember thou 
knowest but in part, and therefore thou standest in need of 
daily teaching. These texts are profitable, if they humble 
thee, and make thee live more upon the teaching of the divine 
Prophet. The humbler thou art, thou wilt be the more teach- 
able : the lower thou sittest at his feet to hear his words, thoif 
wilt learn the most. The Master himself has declared, • Who- 
soever shall humble himself as a little child, the same is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.' If these difficult texts 
thus humble thee, and make thee live more upon Christ's in- 
ward teaching, they will be the means of thy growth in saving 
knowledge. Thy hearing and reading the word in a constant 
dependence upon him, will keep thee from the dangerous 
errors and heresies of the times : most of those arise firom 
unlearned and unstable men, full of pride and self^^onceitf 
whom God resisteth ; but he giveth grace to the humble. 

If he has given thee grace to hold fast the form of sound 
words, wblJi thou hast learned and been assured of, the enemy 
rrili change his attack, and pursue thee with new temptations. 
Envious of thy happiness, he will be often assaulting thee 
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ttiid try to move tkee from thy steadfestn^ss. He will, at 
times, msinoate every lie that he can rafee against the word of 
6od» and he will not begin with reason or argument, but by 
way of surprise, with sudden injections, darting into the mind 
doubts like tikese : How do I know the Scripture is inspired ? 
What proof have I ? And if these be not immediately rejected, 
he will follow them like lightning with others : How can that 
be inspired which is full of contradictions, and full of doc- 
trines above reason ? Who can defend the matters of fact 
related in it ? The language is low and mean, unworthy of 
Ood — the Scripture is false — ^perhaps there is neither God nor 
devil. 

These blasphemous thoughts sometimes put the believer 
kito a hurry and confusion, and, through the suddenness and 
violence of them gpreatly distress him. The apostle cails these 
assaults ' the fiery darts of the wicked one'-— darts, because he 
throws them with all his might against the soul ; and fiery, 
because he would have them to catch hold of, and to inflame 
its corruptions and lusts : and they do, if the shield of faith 
be not ready to stop their force, and to quench their fire^ This 
is a piece of the armour of God prepared for the believer's 
safety at such times, and the right use of it is this : the Lord 
having promised to be a shield to them that put their trust in 
him, and to compass them about with his favour as with a 
shield, the believer looks up when these fiery darts are flying 
thick about him, and says, ' O Lord God of hosts, who hast 
promised that thy faithfulness and truth should be my shield 
and buckler, now establish thy word unto thy servant. In 
thee, O my God, do I put my trust, save me in this hour of 
temptation.' Then the battle becomes the Lord's. He is 
engaged to put forth his strength, to shield thee from the 
enemy. Thus thou shalt conquer, and shalt happily expe^ 
nence what is written — * Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you.* 

He will flee for a season, but will return again. He has 
other temptations, and he will try them all to disparage the 
word of God, and to lessen the believer's confidence in it. 
Sometimes he will insinuate — How can these things be — in 
what way or by what means can such a promise be fulfilled ' 
If you begin to reason upon the point, he will get you from 

Eur strong-hold, and conquer you. Beware of his lies, and 
ve always your answer ready — * It is written.' What God 
hath said put your trust in,^f all the world gainsay it ; for iie iz 
fcithful who hath promised, and all things are possible with him« 
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' tf diis temfiliiion does not sueeeed, and he crtuiot Ml^ 
yott to doubt of the ttuth of the promises, then he will try you 
iabout your right to them. When you are in darkness, or 
walking heaTily, in sickness or any trouble, and you haip« 
been praying for deliverance, but Christ does not presently 
answer you, then he has a favourable opportunity to suggest 
^*Now you see the promises do not belong to you, Christ 
will not hear you, and therefore you have been deceiving your- 
self with a vain notion of faith. This is a common tempt»> 
tion, against which still oppose, ^ It is written.' Thy case, be 
it what it will, hfts a promise, either of support or deliveranee. 
If thou art not delivered, yet if Christ support thee, so that 
thy faith and patience &il not, does not this shew his infinite 
goodness to thee ? He will have thy faith tried, and he wiH 
put it into the fire, not to consume it, but that it may come 
like gold out of the fdrnace, purer and brighter. And what 
if thou art in the fire a great while, thou wilt see more of his 
tender mercies in keeping thee there, and wilt thereby learn 
to live in a more simple dependence upon him. Cast not 
away therefore thy confidence in the written word : the pro- 
mises in it stand faster than the strong mountains. If i^ 
the powers in earth and hell should jom, they cannot defeat 
one single tittle of them. When the world and all the works 
aierem snai. oe oumt up, and the placb of them shall be no 
more found, then the promises shall stand fast as the throne of 
God, and shall receive their full and perfect accomplishment 
through the ages of eternity. 

These are some of Satan's temptations against the young 
men in Christ, who are strong, because the word of Ged 
abideth in them. His design is to weaken their reliance upon 
its promises : till he can do this, he despairs of success ; and, 
therefore, he tries every method, which his wicked cunning 
and rage can invent. His busy active spirit is night and day 
plotting against the word of God. See a lively picture of his 
utter hatred to it in the parable of the sower. While the good 
seed is sowing, the devil is indefatigable in picking it up. He 
exercises all his wiles to keep it out of the hearers* hearts, 
and he prevails with the greater part to reject it. Among 
those who seemingly receive it, he cheats three out of four, so 
tiiat the word does not take root, nor bear fruit to perfection, 
^ince Satan is thus successful, is it hot absolutely necessary, 
reader, that thou shouldest be well acquainted with his 
devices? And the word abiding in thee, the ingrafted word, 
will both make thee acquainted with them, and also strong to 
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mM tkon: b0cl»iae thea thou ynk be mi^ hf Ch^fft 
wisdom and stiengtlieiied by bis abni^ty power. As thou 
fflrowest in the sense of thy want of him, smd livest in a closer 
dependence upon bim, thou wilt understand more of bis word 
and experience more of his power. By which means the 
enemy's continual attacks, driirjng thee to Christ for the ful- 
filling of bis promises, wiU make thee continually safe. Let 
the roaring lion rage, what bast thou to fear ? Let him go 
about seeking whom be may devour, the Lord is thy sbi^d 
and thy defence : in him is thy trust. Thou bast bis {vmnise, 
that be will preserve thee from all evil, and will make all 
things, even Satan's suite aixd rage against thee, work togedier 
for thy good. How dear and precious then should tbe word 
of God be to thee ! If thou art we^, because it is the means 
of thy growing, and being nourished up ; and, if thou art 
strong, because by its abidmg in thee, thou wilt be established* 
May It be thy study and thy delight, and may evtsry reading 
of it bring thee to a better acquaintance with, and a: greater 
dependence upon, the adorable Jesus: and» if Inou desiresi 
thus to profit irom the Scriptures, I would advise thee, readeri 
lo observe two things, which will be much for Christ's glory^ 
and for thy edification. 

First, In thy frequent and carefnl perusal of tbe Bible« (and, 
mind, thou canst not read it too muchy) take particular notice 
of the promises, which are most suited to thy nge, state, and 
condition in life : because these God has graciausly made for 
thy use, and about these the enemy will be most busy with 
thee. Treasure them up then in thy paemory^ and have them 
f eady against the time of need, looking up, 

Secondly, Tol Christ for the fulfilling of them. All the 
promises are made in him, and made good by him : thou art 
therefore in a humble dependence upon bis faithfulness and 
^wer to expect whatever thou wantest, and be has promised. 
Trust him, and he will not fail thee. Stagger not at any of 
bis promises through the seeming impossibility of their being 
made good ; but depend upon his almighty power, and thou 
wilt find him a faithful, promise-keeping God< whose word 
standeth fast for ever and ever. 

Thus thou sbalt not only be safe, but shalt also overcome the 
wicked one, which the apostle John makes the last part ci 
their character, who are strong in the Lord. They overcome 
him b^r the strength of their faith : they hold fast their confi* 
deuce in the Lord's promised strength, and he fights for them 
That mighty arm, which bruised the serpent's head, brings 
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i » i irtoi 7» hB it is written of thai noUe umy meiilfone^ 
Rev. ni. 11. ^ They overcame the accuser of the brethren by 
die blood of the I^unb, and by the word of their testimony.' 
Through faith in his blood they were pardoned and justified 
Ipeely, and they knew thai in him they had righteoasness and 
atreng^ ; thereCwe they were at peace with God, and the 
acoiser of the brethren could not lay any thhig to their chaise. 
Thus they were delivered from his power, and translated into 
the kingdom of Grod's dear Son ; and they testified this by 
adhering to the word of trath. They believed that whatevw 
Christ had therein promised, he would fulfil to them, and they 
bore their testimony to their being safe in depending upon his 
wcurd in the most trying circumstances. They would not 
give it up whatever they lost for trusting to it : nay, they stud^ 
steadfastly to its tnUh, although it cost them their lives for 
maintaining their testimony : for, it is said of them, * they 
loved not their lives unto the death ;' that is, they loved th# 
truth more than life, they were not afraid publicly to owii» 
Aat their trust and confidence was in the blood of the Lamb, 
and they believed they should be infinite and everlasting 
gainers by holding fast the word of their testimony unto 
death. And the Ixird was with them, and mightily strength- 
ened than, so that they joyfully sealed their testimony with 
their blood, although they died in flunes, and in the most 
etxquisite torments. Thus they overcame Satan. A most noble 
company of those conquerors are now standing round the 
throne of the Lamb^ enjoying his exceeding great aad pre- 
cious mromises : he has crowned them wi& glory — ^he has 
clothed them with robes washed and made wlute m his own 
Uood — he has wiped away all tears from their eyes, and taken 
all cause of sorrow from their hearts — ^he has put pahns into 
their hands, to ahew that they are eternal conquerors, and 
that diey shall stand confirmed in bliss for ever and ever. 
May thou and I, reader, ere long join them ; and, until thai 
happy time come, may our faith be daily more established in 
the blood and righteousness of the Lamb of God, that we 
may be growing in our love to him, and in our dependence 
upon him, uutil he admit us to see him as he is. 

Through much exercise and fighting, these young men 
strong and mighty in the Scriptures, grow up to fathers in 
Christ, whose character is thus drawn by the apostle John, 
I Sptst. ii. 14. ' I have written unto you, fathers, because ye 
have known him that is from the beginning,' namely, Jesus 
Christy whose style «^d title it is to be from the beginning, as 
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lie himself speaks in Pror. viii. 21, 3S. < The Lord [ 
me in the heginning of his way, before his works of old. 1 
was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the 
earth was.' He was a person in the godhead, coequal and 
coetemai with the Father, but was set up in his office- 
character from everlasting to be the beginning of the ways 
and works of God. Upon account of what he was to do and 
suffer in man's nature, according to the grace of the covenant 
of the ever-blessed Trinity, he was the creator, and is the 
preserver of the universe : for bv him were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
iand by him all things subsist ; and he is the beginning, the 
first cause of all things in nature, and also in grace, the head 
of the body of the church. In the same manner our Lord 
speaks of himself. Rev. i. 1. ' I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and 
which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.' He is in 
and from the beginning, being the first cause of all the divine 
works in creation, in providence, and in redemption, the 
Author and the Finisher, the First and the Last in all, 
which shews the great propriety of describing him here by 
his name. The apostle is treating of the highest state of a 
believer, and he says it consists in knowing, that Jesus Christ 
is all and in all. Whatever good there is in his kingdom of 
nature ^om him it had its beginning, and by him it is pre- 
served . ^natever good there is in his kingdom of grace, he 
is the author of it, by his power it is continued, and when 
brought to perfection he is the finisher. He is the beginning, 
he is the ending of all the counsels, and of all the woiks of 
God. In this light the fathers had learned to consider the 
Lord Jesus : they knew that he was to do all for them, and 
in them, and by them ; they not only knew it speculatively, 
but had also experimental knowledge of it. * Ye have known 
him that is firom the beginning,' have known him, and tried 
him, and found him to be what his name signifies. And this 
is the right knowledge of Christ — not such as the devil has ; 
he could say, * I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of 
God' — ^not such as too many nominal Christians have, who 
profess that they know God, but in works they deny him 
— ^not such as many professors attain, for whom it had. been 
better not to have known the way of righteousness, than 
afler they had known it to turn from it. These fathess^ 
knew Christ by the inward teaching of his word and Spirit, 
whereby he made hknself known to &em, as^ he does mm 
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fb oibsii. For he infilled to them the gteat pramise of th< 
new covenant — * I will giro them a heart to know me, 
that I iam the Lord, and they shaU be my people, and I will 
be their God,* Jer. xxiv. 7. The covenant is well ordered in 
all things and sure, particularly with respect to the quickening 
of the soul from a death in trespasses and sins, and to the 
renewing of its faculties, that they may be capable of knowing 
God, and to the enlightening them, that the light of the 
glorious gospel of Chnst may shine unto them, even unto 
Uie heart, enlivening it with holy and heavenly affection to 
the person, to the offices, and to the glories of the blessed 
Immanuel. Whereby the believer, thus taught of God to 
know him aright, can now trust him, hope in him, and love 
him ; which graces are strengthened from the consideration 
of God's standing related to him as his covenant*God, and of 
his being one of God's redeemed people : from which relation 
he has a right to, and by faith may enjoy, every covenant* 
mercy in time, and shall be a partaker of them edl in eternity. 
This is the knowledge, concerning which so many and such 
great things are spoken in Scripture, and which St. John says 
these fathers had received : they had attained by the Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation to that knowledge of Christ, which is 
life eternal : and the same Spirit enabled them to be con- 
tinually growing and increasing in the knowledge of Christ. 
As he shines more clearly into their hearts, he discovers to 
them more of their wants. He makes them better acquainted 
n-ith themselves, and lets them feel more of the workings of 
neir corrupt nature, and of their own entire helplessness. 
Thus oy ms light they see aeeper into that mystery of 
iniquity,' which is in them, and they grow in the sense and 
taperience of it all their lives. Day by day some failing, 
fiihort-coming, infirmity, or temptation, leads them to more 
lowly and humbling views of themselves, and brings them 
fresh discoveries of their fallen and helpless state. While 
they attend to what is passing in their own breasts, every 
moment something will be speaking for Christ — ^ Without m» 
ye can do nothing.' It is this abiding sense of their wants, 
and faith in his promises to supply them, which lead them to 
be constantly looking unto Jesus. Many wants do not dis* 
eourage them, for his promises are as many as their wants can 
be — ^nor great wants, for he has given them exceeding great 
promises — ^nor continual wants, for he has promised them 
grace every moment. As they grow in the knowledge of 
Sienurelves/ they see mope need ol living upon Christ in tbi 
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•Bf«nJ ofliees whkfa he sustains. The dnSj esqMTieiiM ^riiicli 
they have of their own ignorance, and sinfubess, and help 
lessness, endear to them their divine Prophet, Priest, an(k 
King. The continual sense of their want of him makes ihem 
glad to live in a settled fixed dependence upon his fiilnessi 
and to be idways receiving out of it. They would not live 
otherwise if they could. They know that their dear Saviour 
will manage better for them than they for themselves. He 
has taken their affairs spiritual and temporal into his hands* 
and he can make no mistakes. His infinite love is guided by 
unerring wisdom, and its blessings are bestowed by almighty 
power. Happy for them, they and theirs are under the care 
of this best of friends. They know it, and are sensible of 
their happiness. Daily experience brings them fresh proofs 
of the love and power of Jesus ; which makes them wish for 
more, still more faith, that they may glorify their blessed 
Saviour by trusting him more. However in this they are 
growing, mcreasing day by day in their knowledge of the 
salvation, and gaining a closer acquaintance and fellowship 
with the person of Goi their Saviour, until they come to see 
him as he is. . 

This is the character of those believers who are steadfast 
in the faith, and are become fathers, able now to teach others 
also. They luive attained to that knowledge of Christ, which 
is life eternal, and they are daily pressing forward : what they 
already know of him increases their desire to know more. 
And by being always conversant with him (for without him 
they can do nothing,) they have continual opportunities of 
making new discoveries, in him are laid up treasures ot 
every thing that is great and good. Hils riches are imsearch* 
able, infinite, and eternal : there is no coming to the end oi 
them. Believers are persuaded of it, and thereHrae they try 
to dig deep into this golden mine. It is all theirs. The £ur* 
tber they go, the more is their faith strengthened, and the 
more precious Christ becomes ; for they find such an excel* 
Inncy in the knowledge of Christ Jesus their Lord, that their 
souls hunger and tlurst to know more of him. The more 
they attain, the more the appetite increases, and nothing can 
perfectly satisfy it, but the rail enjoyment of Christ in fflory, 
wnen they shall know even as also they are known ; tiU thai 
blessed time come, they will be growing in grace, and in the 
knowledge of God their Saviour. 

This is the distinguishing mark of these fathers — they are 
pressing forward. They have not yet attained to the perlinBt 
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ktufmUAge ef Ghmt^ but they are going on to peifeeliai t 
and they make a happy prt^ess. God meets them in and 
blesses the means which he has appointed for their daily 
growth. In ihose he requires them to depend and to wait upoa 
him, and he gives ih«n clearer discoveries of die adoraUf 
person, and of the gracious offices of the Lord Christ, and 
thereby enaUes them to live more by faith upon him, for all 
things bdlonging to their temporal, their spiritual, and their 
eternal concerns. These particulars will include the princi* 
pal acts of the life of faith, and while we take a short view ot 
them, may every page, reader, be made the means c f mcrea^g 
and strengthening thy faith in the Lord Jesus. 

First, They grow in the knowledge of his peison, which i4 
altogether wonderful ; so that they can never come to the end 
of his perfections, nor to eternity can they shew forth all his 
]»aise ; for he is God and man in one Christ — Jehovah incar- 
nate — ^hnmanuel, God with us. — ^This is the great mystery o{ 
godliness, God manifest in the flesh: in which he came 
amongst us that he might be the second Adam, who is the 
Lord from heaven ; that as the first Adam by sin had ruined 
ail those who are bom of him afler the flesh, so the second 
Adam might save all those who are bom of him aAer the 
Spirit. And for this end he has all power in heaven and 
earth committed to him, he has all fulness, yea, the fulness oi 
the godhead dwelling in him, that he might be the head of the 
body the church, and that out of his fulness his members might 
he receiving grace in time and glory in eternity. Of &ia 
divine Person all the prophets have spoken since the world 
began ; and what they have spoken in many words the apostle 
sums up in a short description, Col. i. 15, &x;. Where he is 
treating of that Person in the godhead, who covenanted to 
come into the world to save sinners ; * Who is the image oi 
the invisible God, the first-bom of every creature : for by him 
were all things created that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or dom>* 
nions, or principalities or powers ; all things were created by 
him and for him, and he is before all things, and by him all 
things consist. And he is the head of the body the church, who 
is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence ; for it pleased the Father 
that in him should all fulness dwell.' In which words these 
three glorious truths are declared of Christ Jesus : first, that 
he created all things visible and invisible ; secondly, that h« 
upholds them all by the word of his power ; thirdly, that h9 
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hsft redeemed into kioiself a peculiar peoj^e throaghhboM 

blood, who are his church, and he is to them what the headu 
to the body, the head of authority, the first in rank and digni- 
ty, and the head of influence, from whom life and motion and 
sense are communicated to all his members : for in him they 
live and move and have their being. In all things he is first, oi 
has the pre-eminence, he is Jehovah the Creator and the Pre* 
server of all things, Jehovah incarnate, the head of his church, 
and the Saviour of the body. This is the blessed object of 
faith : and what can there be conceived beautiful, useful, or 
happy, what excellency is there or perfection, which is not in 
its highest degree in this most adorable God-man ! what can a 
believer want, what can his heart desire, which is not here 
treasured up for his use ? Here is a surety perfectly qualified, 
as man to act and suffer for man, as God to merit in&iitely 
and eternally by what he did and suffered, and as God-man he 
has now all fumess of wisdom and righteousness, and holi- 
ness, and strength, and every thing needful for his people's 
happiness : whither then should they go, but to him, for every 
grace and blessing ? And to him they do repair, according to 
the command — ^ Look unto me, and be je saved, all the ends 
of the earth,' Isa. xlv. 22. The promise to them who are 
looking unto him is very extensive-^* My God shall supply 
all your need, according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus,* Phil. iv. 19. By him they expect a continual supply 
of all their temporal and spiritual needs, and therefore on him 
they would have their eyes ever fixed, looking unto Jesus : 
while by faith their eyes are kept steady upon him, they wfll 
be discovering something new in this wonderful God-man, 
and receiving something out of his fulness to strengthen their 
hopes, and to inflame their affections. He will grow moie 
lovely in their sight, fresh beauties will discover themselves, 
new worlds of delight will appear: for all the glories oi 
heaven ana earth shine in their fullest lustre in his person. 
The believer sees them at present : for by faith he can see 
Him that is invisible, and although he has not such a perfect 
vision, as they have who, standing round his throne, see him 
face to face, yet he hopes to enjoy it soon : and he has even 
now this peculiar pleasure in viewing the glories of his God 
and Savioui, that he can truly say of him — * This is my 
belo^'ed, and my friend,' here I fix, and on him I rest ; I want 
to look no where else for any good, since it jtW meets and 
centres in one object ; for it hath pleased the Father, and the 
eternal Spirit, that a., fulness should dwell in the Sonof Grod, and 
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]Mi8mybelofBdS<noi]r,aiklmydewe8tfriettd; heMlkeehioi 
among ten thousand in my af^ction, yea, is altogether lovely. 
The more I liye by faith upon him, the more I love him : fot 
I expmence such tender compassion in his heart, and such a 
kmd concern for me and my interest, that the love of Christ 
constrains me to love him again. He endears his person te 
me by continual fisiyours. I do love him, but not so much as 
he deseryes. Lwould increase and abound mxxn and more in 
loye to him, as his mercies increase and abound to me ; but a 
grateful sense of them, and love to him for them, are his own 
gifts ; for which, as well as for his mercies, I must be con* 
tent to be indebted to him for eyer and eyer. Lord, shed 
more of thy precious loye abroad in my heart ; enlarge it in 
true afiection to thee, and make all that is within me hfess thy 
holy name. 

Keader, stop a little here, and consider. Art thou one of 
these belieyers ; hast thou a warm heart for the person of 
Christ ? Dost thou see in him,' and in its highest degree, 
eyery thing that is lovely, and art thou growing and abound- 
ing in love to him ? If this be thy present happiness, thou 
wilt find many powerful motives to increase it in the 45th and 
72d Psalms. Kead them, and see whether thou canst so mix 
faith with what is said in them of the incarnate God, as to 
conclude with David — *• Whom have I in heaven but thee, and 
there is none upon earth that I desire besides thee.' If thy 
heart be thus enamoured with his love, then thou hast got a 
key to the book of Canticles ; for thou art the spouse of Christ. 
Mayest thou experience what is therein said of the glories of 
thy heavenly Bridegroom, and mayest thou grow in love to 
his adorable person, by finding continual tokens of his love to 
thy soul in the several ofilces, which he sustains for the dis- 
pensing of his favours. In these ofiices he is always endear^ 
ing himself to his people. And this is the 

Second thing, whereby the fathers in Christ grow in the 
knowledge of him. There is not a want which sin has 
brought upon believers, but there is an ofiice in Christ, where 
it may be supplied : and the sense and feeling of that want, 
leading them to trust in him upon the warrant of his word 
and promise, will certainly bring them a supply in the hour (rf 
need. His offices are many, but they may be all included in 
these live. He is the Saviour, the rrophet, the Priest, the 
King, and the Advocate of his people. 

The Saviour, Jesus, a dear name, descriptive of his infinite 
Cpraea» and swe^y suited to the sinner's wants. Whatevei 
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poQution or giiifc be ham contracted, Dvlmtevcfr miMflry he 
deserves to suffer in time or in eternity, Jesus is Jehovah, 
almighty to save : for he was called Jesus, because he was to 
save his people from their sins. Whatever they stand in need 
of to make them happy, wisdom, righteousness, holiness^ 
comfort, or strength, it is all in the fulness of Jesus, freely 
^mised, and by &ith received, as it is written, * Ye are save) 
fireely by grace through faith,' and saved for ever : for Jesus 
is the author of eternal salvation. The spirits of just men 
made perfect in glory, are said to be crying with a loud voice, 
' Salvation to our God, who sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb for ever and ever.' So that the name of Jesus is Aeea 
and precious to the saints in heaven; they are happily 
employed in ascribing the glory of their eternal salvation to 
the Lamb of God. And the believer has at present a part of 
their happiness : for Jesus is the Saviour. He can trust him 
for all the promised blessings of his salvation, and live by faith 
upon him for the receiving them. As eveiy moiiient some of 
them are wanted, so the Saviour's love in bestowing them is 
more experienced ; faith in him is thereby strengthened, and 
love to him increased. And these graces will be continually 
growing, while the believer views the state of guilt and 
misery, from which Jesus has saved him, the state of safety 
in which he has placed him, and the blessings which he has 
promised him in life and death, and in eternity. Must not 
such a Saviour become more precious for continuing day by 
day such free and unmerited benefits ? And who can receive 
them, sensible of his unworthiness, without rejoicing in such 
a salvation, and admiring and adoring the goodness of the 
Saviour ? most blessed Jesus, increase the fexth of thy 
people, that they may glorify thee more by depending upon 
thee for all the promised blessings of thy salvation. Teadli 
them how to do this as the great 

Prophet of the house of Grod. This is another of hib 
gmcious ofHces, suited to the ignorance of his people ; for 
when sin separated them from God, they then lost the light of 
life, and had no means left in their own power to discover God 
and the things of God. Hear what two infallible witnesses 
say to this fact — ^ There is none that understandeth, there is 
none that seeketh after God.' Mind, here is no exception, 
the prophet knew not one : neither diid the apostle — ^All the 
gentiles had the understanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because 
•f the blindness of their hearts. To man in this stats M 
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IgnoniiBe wluut cmdd be 80 suitable as a pi^^ AaiwkU 
pn^het like bim, wbo, being God, is possessed of infinite 
wisdom, and h&pg God-man bas tbat infinite wisdom, ibat by 
bis divine teacbing be migbt enligliten tbeir undeistandingSy 
and by ieadii^ tbem into ail tnitb, might make th^m wise 
nnto salvation. He begins bis teacbi^ with discovering to 
tbem tbeir ignorance, wbich is a bard lesson to learn, but be 
OSes sucb mildness and gentleness with his authority, tbat bv 
degrees Iw subdues their pride and makes Uiem willing to sit 
at bis feet to bear bis words. This is the bumble posture of 
all his troe disciples. They receive him by &ith for their 
teacher, convinced that without him they can leani nothing 
which belongs to their peace, and having bieen some time under 
hia teachmg, they grow more sensiUe of tbeir want of it. He 
discovers to tbem more of their ignorance, and thereby Wings 
them to a closer dependence upon him for wisdom. And tlut 
is the way they rise in bis school. Whoever is the most 
humUe and teachable, he is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. The abiding sense of his standing in need of the 
divine Prophet every moment makes him the highest scholar. 
And the Lord keeps him in this dependent state, waiting upon 
him for his continual instruction, in hearing and reading the 
word, and in prayer for the enlightening Spirit to make the 
word efiectual. The great Prophet could teach without these 
means, but he bas commanded us in the use of tbem to wai*. 
upon him : for in them be has promised to meet and bless bin 
pec^le, and for the foMlling of this promise they wait. Christ's 
piesaice tbev look for in the use of all means, and they find 
it. He teaches them, how liiMe they are to err, how little 
they know, how soon they forget, and thus they grow in a 
dependence upon, and in love to, their divine Teacher. And 
as all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are in him, and 
the^ can know at present but in part, they therefore will be 
waiting upon him for more, still more knowledge, and he 
ttnswers bjs chaiSBCter, he teaches them wisdom. He shews 
them dangers, discovers to them the devices of Satan, guards 
them i^pamst the errors and heresies of the day, makes maai- 
feat die snares of the world, and in all respects fulfils to them 
the office of an infallible prophet : for he keeps them from 
Besting upon any false foundation, and enables them to build 
all their hopes of acceptance with God upon the atwiement 
made by the high 

Prisst of our profession, Christ Jesus. This is his chief 
•office. He is our prophet to teach us our guilty helf^ess 
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state, and to bring us to rely npon him to s&re vm fram k, kf 
being our priest. All we have sinned, and incurred the puns 
and penalties due to sin. We are all justly liable to the suf* 
ferings and death, to the curse and to the separatism from God, 
threatened in his law to transgressors, and we have no means 
in our power to escape them. How full then of grace and lore 
was Uie heart of our blessed Immanuel, that he would vouch- 
safe to be a priest, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sin ? His 
gifts were infinitely precious — ^he gave himself for us, the gift 
of his eternal godhead, the gift of his immaculate manhood, 
body and soul, in which he obeyed perfectly, and so magnified 
the law, that it may be eternally honourable in admitting those» 
who have sinned, into heaven— the gift of his prevailing prayer 
for all that shall believe in him to the end of the world — ^and 
the gift of his body and soul to be once ofiered for sin, in the 
place and in the stead of sinners, as it is written, ' He suffered 
once for sins the just for the unjust, that he might bring us 
unto God — He died for our sins according to the Scriptures — 
He was made a curse for us, that he might redeem us from 
the curse of the law, and that we, who sometimes were afar 
ofT, might be made nigh by his blood, and might through him 
have access by one Spirit unto the Father. In these most 
precious gifts, in this everlastingly*meritorious sacrifice, con- 
sists the ofiice of our divine Priest ; and upon him the believer 
rests. He is enabled upon this foundation to build all his 
hopes of acceptance. The great atonement made by Jesus' 
obedience unto dea^ is all his salvation and all his desire — ail 
his salvation : for he looks no where else, but to Jesus, and 
him crucified ; he depends upon nothing else to save him from 
sufiering and death, from the curse of the law, and firom being 
eternally separated from God. And this is all his desire — to 
get a closer acquaintance and more intimate communion with 
the crucified Jesus. This is his one study and delight-*-! have 
determined, says he, to know nothing but Jesus, by whom 1 
have now received the atonement. God forbid that I should 
glory, except in the cross of my Lord Jesus Christ. I would 
look upon all other things as dross and dung, compared with 
the excellency of the knowledge of that one offering, by which 
he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. In tlus 
his priestly ofilce, bleeding and dying for me, he is beyond 
description, beyond conception, full of grace and truth; and 
daily he becomes more lovely in mine eyes. As I discover 
more of the exceeding sinfulness of my heart and life, my me- 
4'itorious Priest grows more dear to me ; I rest more safely on 
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Ml atonement, ratisfied of its infinite snffieieney to hring me 
near to God : find finding my faith and hopes established in it, 
and through it a free access to the Father, Jesus the Lamb ot 
Ghnl becomes day by day more precioas to my heart. His 
blood and righteousness are the continual rejoicing of my 
soul. Oh ! how happy am I in this my royal Riest : for now, 
even now, have I redemption in his blood, the forgiveness ol 
sins — ^I am safe from the destroying angel under the blood of 
sprinkling, and I have also boldness to enter into the holiest by 
the blood of Jesus. Daily do I experience more of the riches 
of his grace, comforting, strengthening, and sanctifying me 
through faith in his most precious blood. Through this he 
saves me from hell, through this he bestows upon me heaven, 
and for this shall be my song of everlasting praise. Unto him 
who hath thus exceeoingly loved me, and hath washed me 
from my sins in his own blood, and hath made me, the vilest 
of sinners, a king and a priest (amazing grace !) unto God and 
his Father ; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

These are die breathings of the believing soul, now become 
well grounded upon the atonement, and living upon the priestly 
ofi^e of the Loitl Jesus Christ, for peace and joy, aiid expect- 
ing to be estaUished in them continually by his power, which 
makes another of his offices necessary ; for some corruption 
or enemy, temptation or trouble, will be always trying to draw 
the eye o( faith from looking unto Jesus, the high-priest of our 
profession; and such is the believer's helplessness, that he 
could not be fixed a moment, was not Jesus a high-priest upon 
his throne, almighty to make all his enemies his footstool, and 
to rule in and over his people as their 

King. In this relation he exceedingly endears himself to 
them : for they are in themselves weak and helpless. They 
are without strength to resist the least temptation, or to over- 
come die weakest enemy. They cannot of themselves subdue 
one corruption, or get the victory over a single lust. Neither 
can they perform one act of spiritual Kfe. They cannot make 
nor keep themselves alive to God hy any power of their own • 
for without Christ thejr can do nothmg. Most mercifully then 
is his kingly office suited to their weakness. He is the great 
king over all the earth, as God ; but he has a peculiar rule in 
and over believers as €k)d-man, the Head of the body of the 
church ; to which he is connected by as close and near abend, 
as the members of the body are with the head. He is the fii*st 
m dignity, as the head is, and in all things has the pre-emi* 
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aenei . n^ wbat the natural head ia to its »nnte8» tbamuM 
he is to the members of his spiritual body : for he is the Head, 
from which all the body, by joints and bands, having nourish- 
ment ministered, and knit together, incivaseth with the increase 
of God. And for the ministering of proper nourishnient and 
influence to his members, he has all power in heaven and earth 
in his hand* He is the Lord God omnipotent, whose kingdom 
ruleth over all. It is not an outward thing, like the kingdoms 
of the world ; but, says he, the kingdom of God is within you 
He sets it .up within, in the hearts of his people, and there he 
sways the sceptre of his grace, subduing all the evils within 
and conquering all the enemies without, by his almighty ana. 
He takes them and theirs under his royal protection, and ma* 
nages all their matters for them, until he brings them, by his 
power, unto eternal salvation. The power is ius ; but hy iailh 
It becomes theirs. When they find themselves helpless and 
without strength, then they look up to him to make them 
strong in the Lord, and by faith rest upon his promised stcengtbt 
and thereby receive whatever degree of it is needful at that 
time. Thus they live by faith upon their akaighty King, and 
they glorify him by trusting in him for strength. By daily 
•experience they become more sensible of their weakness, aad 
learn to live more out of themselves upon him. They find 
the safety, the comfort of this. They see it is far better for 
them to be dependent upon Christ, that his power may le^t 
upon them, than that they should be strong in th^nselves : and 
therefore they rejoice, they take pleasure in their owa weak'^ 
ness, because it illustrates and magnifies the power of . Choriat, 
who does all for them, aad in them. ; , 

Hear one of these happy believers thus deaeribiag his ca^e.: 
I was caught up, says he, into the third heav^eus, mlo paradise, 
and I heard there unspeakable words, which it is notpossihts 
for a mui to utter ; and, lest I should be exaked above mafi* 
sure, through the abundance of the revelations, there was given 
me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buflfet me* . 
lest I should be exalted above measure ; for tlus thing I be- 
sought the Lord thrice, that he would take it away from me. 
And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee — my 
grace is sufficient to sanctify this cross, and to sn]^rt thee 
under it ; it will be for my glory and for thy good it shoald 
be continued ; because my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness — ^thc weaker thou art, the more will thy strength be 
ma^^ed in bearing thee up, until faith and patience have 
their perfect w<Hrk. This divine answer &am my. Ijord and 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



OP Wi 



IBug MEtiified me, and I Iwre lor faaiteoR jmn kal 
eK{ierieiice of the truth of it. I am a witness to the all-suffix 
dencj of Jesus' grace ; but never have I found so much of it, 
as when I have hotn the most helpless in myself; and theie- 
fmre nnyst gladly will I glory in my infirmities and weaknesses* 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me, that his power 
may be continually glorified by my depending upon hun for 
it ; and that I may have fresh evidence of Christ's power woric* 
ing mightUy in me. Since the Lord is thus become my 
strength, I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in neces- 
sities, in persecatioBS,. in distresses for Christ's sake, in what* 
ever I sulfer for him imd his cause : for when I am weak then 
am I strong, — weak in myself, strong in the Lord; stronger in 
him the more sennble I am of my own weakness, and then 
strongest of all, when, finding I can do nothing, I lire by fiuth 
upon him to do all for me. In this state of weakness and de- 
pendence, I glory, I take perfect pleasure in it ; because it 
honours the kingly office of my Lord Christ, and makes it 
plain to myself and others, that he keeps me every moment by 
his mighty power ; for since I can do nothing, the excellency 
of the power which does all in me and by me, appears evidently 
to be of God, and not of man. 

Reader, is not this a happy case ? Is not that man blessed 
whose strength is in the Lord, and who can say in faith. Surely 
In the Lord have I strength ! And what hmders thee from 
being as strong in the Lord as Paul was ? Thou hast the 
same promises, the same €rod and Saviour to fulfil them ; and, 
for thy greater encouragement to live upon him by faith, for 
the fulfiSing of them to thee, he has another office, in whidi 
^ condescends to be thy . 

Advocate, freely to take thy cause in hand, and to see it 
carried in the court of heaven. In this character he would 
represent himself, as having undertaken to answer all charges 
against thee, from whatever quarter they come, and to obtain 
for thee every blessing promised in his word, and for which 
thou appliest to him by foith in the time of need. In this 
amiable light he would have thee to consider him as thy days- 
nan, to whom, being thy Saviour and thy Friend, thou mayest 
safety refer thy cause, as the Mediator between God and man, 
who will transact all thy matters for thee with the Father, and 
as thy Intercessor, who appears in the prefsence of God for 
thee, that every blessing of his salvation may be thine. Under 
these names the Scripture describes the advocateship of the 
Lord Christ, which <^ce he sustains for thy sake, to encou- 
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rl^di3N» lb eww fVMi boldness to the Atvob of h 
'i^bxk hast a friend there, who is bound by his woid, 
by his o0ice, to see that ihou. want no raaoner of thhig irhich 
is good : and although aO things seem to make againat thee, 
and thou canst find no human means, of obtaining the pacemiaad 
^lod, which thou wantest, then look iq> to the Lovd Jesna. 
Thou^wilt glorify him at such a time, if thou canet toist in 
his intereeission, and if the woriiings of thy &ith be such as 
these — 

Although I am less than the least of God's raeicies, a viie 
sinner, and to this moment an anprofitable sennuit, deserving 
for my very best worics and duties to ba pnnbhed ^inlh eTepr' 
lasting destruction from the presence of the Loid ; yet, gloey 
be to his infinite gmce, I hare an Adrocatewith the Eather,. 
Jesus Christ the righteous, and he is the propttiatioii ier my 
sins. All the Uessings which he has promised lo give h» 
dear people, as their l&viour, their Prb]riiet, Priest^aml Kingw 
he is my Advocate with the Father to obtain £br me^ JL 
righteous Advocate, who asks nothing but what he has axi^ir 
tb, and who never asJcs in vain. It hath pleased the Father^ 
Aat all fullness should dwell in the Head of the body, thie^ 
church, and it pleaseth him that the members should, from tha 
fblness of their Head, receive abundantly all the infiuence they 
Want : for the Father himself loveth them, and out of his ii»» 
inite love gave lus Son to be their head, that he might fill att 
m all of £em. What then may not I expect from mch aa 
Advocate, with such a Father ? Already have I received 80 
much that I know Jesns apipeais in the presence of Qod fee 
me. I can trust my cause m his hands. He has ^taught ma 
to leave all my matters to his management, and I desm moas 
simply to resign them up to him* I find every tlmg gees on 
well which is left to his direction, and nothin^p raxBcarriea hot 
What I undertake without him. O lor more faith I The Lqnl 
ilicrease it, that my precious Advocate may be more glorified 
|yy my trusting him more, and that he may have aQ the honowr 
ot conducting my ofiairs, spiritual and temporal, in earth and 
heaven, in time and in eternity ; even so be it, Lord Jesus. - 

After the believer has been tai^t thus to trust ifae Lard 
Jesus Christ, and to expect that grace whkh in his several 
offices he is engaged to give, th^ his convenaiion will ba 
trell ordered ; and as he <kily grows in iaith and dependenea 
apon Christ, he will walk more in the comfort of the Holy 
vhost: his outward as weU as inward matters wiU cosoa 
under the influence of grace, and will be left to the diiectioa 
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ml gefemm^nt of tke Lord Jesus, wiiich is another excel* 
lency of the life of faith, and which renders i: infinitely pre- 
fMmhle to any other Way of living. 

The state of the case is this : Christ has all power m heaven 
aM> earth given unto him. As God-man he has a mediatorial 
kingdom, which ruleth over all created heings and things : for 
they <gnibsist by the word of his power, and are upheld by his 
providenaice : so that whatever, in his infinite love and wisdom, 
he sees best for his peof^e, he is almighty to bestow it ou 
them. They can want no promised good, nor suffer any out- 
wdrd evil ; but he is able to give the one, and to deliver from 
the other. Their wants are many, their sufiferings great Sin 
has broii^ht disorder upon the Whole creation. The outward 
state of man in the world is full of misery, not only following 
him, but also in him, in his very frame and constitution. — 
Pain, sickness, mortality in his body, emptiness m his enjoy* 
aients, disappointments, losses, worldly cares, something or 
other m body or estate troubling him : for man is born to trou* 
W#. What manner of love then is this that God our Saviour 
would 'tisdce these things under his government, and manage 
theiDti for the good of his people, whom he would have to be 
ha^py in him in this world, as well as to. the next. He has 
given th^n many great and precious promises relating to the 
Mfe that now is, and he is faithful who hath promised to 
supply their earthly wants, to sanctify their sufieriiigs, and 
to make all things work togjelher under him for their good. 
He has kindly ukidert4ken their temporal as well as their spi- 
ritual coneetns ; for nothing was left out of the covenant of 
grace. It was ordered itai AtL thioigs. The outward state and 
condition of believers, their poverty or riches, health or sick- 
nesd, trials of every kind, how great they should be, how long 
they should continue, are all appointed, and unalterably fixed; 
nothing left for chance to do. When the Lord God deter- 
mined to bring many sons unto glory through Christ Jesus, 
the means, by whicih he intended to bring them unto that end^ 
w^re m his purpose as well as the end itself; therefore all 
things were ordered and made sure, even to the very hairs of 
tideir head; for they are all numbered. What a continual 
souroe of comfort is this to believer : their present happiness 
.*8 provided for as weJ as their eternal, in the covenant of 
grace. God is become their God, has made himself known to 
them in this covenant-relation, and has thereby bound himself 
to give whatever he sees will be best for them. But because 
he knoweth their frame, and how apt they are, mider haard and 
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long trials of faith, to be discouraged, hd has therefore mUh 
them many sweet temporal promises for Jieir support. Lest 
they should be weary and faint in their minds, he has engaged 
to deliyer them from all evil ; ' Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous, but the Lord delivereth him out of them all.* 
Ps. Tjody. 19. He delivers two ways, either by entirely 
removing the affliction, or by changing its nature: for he 
takes the curse out of it, and turns it into a real blessing, 
he makes it the means of increasing faith and patience, 
sweetens it with a sense of his presence, and demonstrates 
that it comes from love, by its increasing love to him in the 
heart of the righteous. This is the best deliverance, as one 
of the greatest sufferers for Christ witnesses, who, upon the 
mention of his afflictions, declares, ' Out of them all the Lord 
delivered me,' by saving me from the evil that was in them, 
and by making them yield the peaceable fruits of righteousness. 
The Lord has also engaged to bestow upon believers all 
good : ' They that seek the Lord shall not want any good 
thing,' Ps. xxxiv.lO. Their loving Shepherd will see that 
they lack nothing, no good thing will be withheld from 
them. To the same purpose are the promises in the New 
Testament, Matt. vi. 33. ' Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, and all these things, food and raiment, 
and all necessaries, shall be added unto you : I your God 
and Saviour give you my word for it; trust me, and you 
shall never want.' With confidence did he believe it, who 
said to the Philippians, iv. 19. ' M^ God shall supply all 
your need, according to his riches m glory by Christ Jesus.' 
What a powerftd motive is here for the strengthening of our 
faith, that, be our wants ever so many, ever so great, our 
God has engaged to supply them all ! We may boldly then 
cast all our care upon him since he careth for us, and may 
rest assured of his managing our whole outward estate, 
infinitely better than we could for ourselves. What trouble, 
what burdens shall we be hereby eased of ! What peace ot 
mind shall we enjoy, when we can give up all our tem- 
poral concerns into the Lord's hands, and by faith see them 
all conducted for our good, by his infinite wisdom and 
almighty love ? Blessed surely is the man who putteth his 
trust in the Lord his God. He is^delivered from the anxious 
care of getting, and from the fear of losing what he has got : 
he is easy about the present, the future he leaves to the 
Lord : his conversation is without covetousness, and he is 
content .with such things as he has, and thereby escapes 
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of the common trembles of liftr. In Ah sweet 
peaee he enjoys his soul, because the Lord has said to him^ 
'I will never leave thee nor forsake thee' in any state, or 
-nany distress — ^I will ever be with thee to turn all things, 
seem they ever so afflicting, into real blessings. Trusting^ Id 
Jiis word, which cannot be broken, he may boldly say, The 
Lford is my helper, and I will not fear what man can do unto 
me : let the world persecute me, my trade fail, poverty pinch 
me, sickness pain me, friends leave me, and all outward com* 
forts forsake me, nevertheless I am a happy man. The Lord 
Christ is my all-sufficient portion still, and these things, being 
of his appomtment, are for the best. I find them so, glory be 
to him. He makes them the means of weaning me from the 
world, deadening the old man of sin, bringing me to a more 
intimate acquaintance with himself, and to a greater experience 
of goodness to my soul ; whereby he enables me to trust all 
things for eternity in his hands, who hath said unto me, and 
fiud^l is he that hath spoken, who also will do it, ' I will 
Aever leave thee nor forsake thee.' 

But some may say. Are there any persons who live thus 
above the world, freed from its cares and fears, and troubles ; 
Yes, thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift. He has pro- 
mised to make all things to work together for good to them 
that love him, and he has had witnesses in every age of his 
ftithfiilness in fulfilling his promises. Read that little hock 
of martyrs, Hebrews xi. and you will see how happy they 
were in God, not only in prosperity, but also when all the 
world was against them. Great were the triumphs of their 
fidth. They chose to suffer affliction, rather than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season ; they esteemed the reproach of 
Christ, and set more value upon it, than upon riches and 
honours. And we have a great cloud of witnesses in the New 
Testament, who rejoiced that they were accounted worthy tn 
tmSei for the name of Christ, who blessed their revilemy 
prayed for their persecutors, and took joyfully the spoiling of 
their goods. Hear one of them speaking the sentiments of 
the rest: *I account all things but loss, for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 
Bxdkfted the loss of ail things, and I do account them but 
dung, that I may win Christ' Still there are some among us 
of Paul's mind. The Lord hath not left himself without 
witness. We have a few names (may the Lord daily add to 
their number,) who can trust all their temporal affairs in the 
fiaiids of Chnst, and who find the happiness of having ^em 
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m Ub mma^ineftl/ He dbesaU AingB well for tbam^ uriii: 
would make them unhappy, he takes upon himself—' cast thy 
burden on the Lord,' says he, ' and he shall sustain thee>^ and 
he does sustain the weight of it, and thereby frees them from 
anxious care, and gives them sweet content. They have 
enough, let them have ever so little of outward things, because 
they have got the P^arl of great price. Christ is dieirs, «id 
the Spirit of Clurist enables them to make up all their happi- 
ness in him, and not in the things which perish in the using 
Christ, with bread and water, is worth ten thousand woiMa 
Christ, with pain, is better than the highest {Measures of sin 
Christ, with all outward sufferings, is matter of present and 
of eternal joy. Surely these are the only happy people living. 
Beader, art thou not one of them ? Art thou not a partaker 
of their happiness ? If thou art a believer, it is thy priv^ger; 
thy title to it is good, and thod enterest into possession by 
faith, and if it be so weak that thou art not so happy as they 
are, thou shouldest take shame to thyself for di^onotdousg 
God thy Saviour, for robbing him of his glory before, men^-and 
for injuring thine own soul, by not committing all thy oatward 
matters unto his guidance. What could he do more^than^iiB 
.has done, to encourage thee to leave them to hiiin, that he 
might manage diem for thee ? He has given thee argtunent 
upon argum^it, promises in abundance, bonds which cannot 
be broken, immutable things, in i^hichitis impossible dmt 
God should lie, to convince thee that thou mayest safely trust 
in him for all tempmral things, which he knows wilt be foriby 
good. O pray then for more faith. Beg of the Lord to enable 
thee to walk more by £uth, and less by sense, tiiat.itheu 
mayest commit thy way entirely unto him, and he may dirsct 
all thy paths. The more thou trustest in him^ the happiec Jiie 
•will make thee. Therefore daily entreat him to deliver tfaeis 
fb&Oi taking any anxious thought for thy life, what thou shalt 
eat, or what thou shalt drink ; or yet for thy body, what "dmu 
shalt put on. Since he knoweth thou hast need of all these 
things, and hast sent thee to the fowls of the air, and to the 
grass of the field, to see what a rich provision he makes for 
them; art thou not much better than they? Oh! pray still 
for the increase of faith, that all thy worldly matters being 
resigned, and given up into the hands of the Lord thy God, 
thou mayest be eased of many weights and burdens, and 
mayest run with more patience and joy the race that is a^t 
before thee. 
: As these fathers iti Chrisi learn by daily expedetioft loinre 
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bread matt endiuredi itnto everlasting life. They itiAk to i 
fixed fletded dependenee apen Clinsl for die eoaducliiigof aH 
things belonging to their state of grace, to their comfintldilo 
walk in it, and to dieir finishing their caufse happity. Thi^ 
grow in the knowledge of those blessed tr«tltt, are mopo 
grounded and better established in Ihem, aad these benf 
received and enjoyed by faith, do mmifest the escelleneyM 
Ifving by it above any other state^ except that of glory. 

First, they are panioned and acoepted in the beloved : in 
him partakers of everv covenaatHnercy ; fiir ho was nuule of 
God ante them wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, mui 
redemption. His whole saltation is theirs. And this is their 
stale of grace) into which he has bros^t them, and by fiulh 
put them inio the present enjoymeirt of it 

This was largely treated of before, but cannot be too qinch 
insisted apon, iMth because there is growth m the knowledge 
of the covenant, and clearer evidence daily So be had of the 
believer^s interest in it, and also because the love, and WBadom, 
and mercy in contriving, the power in executing, the gnoe in 
applymg, the blessings of the covenant, are all infinite. The 
het^ and depth, tbie length and breadth, of those divine per^ 
Sections cannot be fully comprehended. They surpass kwmt- 
ledge ; so thiit if a benever knoirs a great deal of the way of 
salvatfott, yet thei^i^ still<tQ^e«: las tuore to he kiio«m. So 
long as he lives hjb'mtist bo leara^ ; ^wsiting iponidie divine 
Pro^t for his in#aiVd tdici^gv add he'j«nllihcicome mm 
dependent upon JihiL' die ittore he^^leasiis ntdtrAm wiser he 
grows, the clearer views IdK he liaYe- of hlh havng: aiMSiiied 
as yet but little wisdom, which inikes him press inrwHd«> He 
believes, that all the treasures e^f wisdom and knowledge are 
-hud up in Christ, and he longs for more knowledge of his 
gmcious undertddngs, of his adorable pereen^ and of his Ml 
and free salvattion. He follows on to know the Lord Ht 
advances from one degree to another, front foith to £uth, and 
is not satisfied with any discovery, until that which is in part 
' be done aw^y and he shall know even as also he is known. 

The believer, being dilts satisfied tlwt he is in a eafe stals, 
kxdcs v£p to the Lord to keep him and enable him to walk com- 
fortably in it, which w aaothelr excellency of the life of foith. 
AH things are well ordered in the covenant for every «t^ he 
is to take: all treasured up In- the fulness of Christ, and br 
laith teeeiVed oUt of it. The believer has many enemiee 
oppolmg hiai ia his way heajf^itwatds ; hut in Christ -he hm 
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His worst enemy, that gtves him most uneasiness, is indwell • 
ing sin, which is never at rest, like the troubled sea, always 
castipg up smne of its filthy motions and corruptions ; so tluU 
when he is in praver, it is ever trying to amuse and distract 
tke mind with a thousand vain and idle thoughts, to weaken 
faith by its carnal reasonings and doubts, or when he is in any 
holy duty, it is ever present with him to hinder him from doing 
it so perfectly as he would. Over this enemy there is no 
victory but by faith. The old man of sin defies all strength, 
except that which is almighty, and therefore this the Lord has 
promised ; and these believers had experience of his faithful- 
ness, whose iniquities he had pardoned, and who declared, 
Mich. vii. 19. ' He will subdue our iniquities.' He will do 
it : he is engaged by promise, by office, it is his glory to save 
kis people from the dominion of their sins* Chi mm there- 
fore they depend for continual victory, and according to their 
^dth so it is done unto them. While they fight against sin, 
relying on the str^igth of their almighty King, they always 
ebnquer. His arm subdues the strongest lust ; but if they 
attack the weakest without him they are infallibly conquered. 
And this has so oflen happened to those fathers that know 
him that is from the beginning, that now they never dare go 
down to battle, but with their eyes upon the Lord. He has 
taught them to depend wholly upon lum for the crucifying oi 
the old man of sin, day by day» and in the power of his might 
annies of lusts are made to flee before ihem. The Captain 
of their salvation encourages them to fight on, not only l^ 
subduing sin in them, but also by making this the earnest of 
their having in him an absolute mortification of sin. By faith 
they see it, and his victorious grace will never leave them 
imtil he put them into full possession of it. Thanks be to 
Ghkl through Jesus Christ their Lord, ere long they shall 
have perfect and everlasting victory over the whole body an4 
heing of sin. And 

As the old man is thus crucified, so is the new man quick- 
ened by the power of Jesus, received by fidth, according to 
what is written, * The just shall live by faith.' The jus&ed 
person by his union with Christ is a partidcer of the grace ot 
life, and in virtue of this union he lives upon Christ as a 
member does in the body, and thereby he has communion 
with the Father by the bond of the Spirit ; and this spiritual 
life is begun and carried on by faith : it is a life of faith, not 
as if faith quickened a dead sinner; for Christ is our Uf<f^ 
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Christ gives, are received by faith, and these are according ag 
faith is. If faith be weak, so axe they : as it grows, so do they*. 
Which discovers to us another wonderful exceUency of the life 
of faith, since by it we now partake of spiritual and eternal 
life ; ' For he that believeth hath everlasting life,' hath it now, 
is already passed from death unto life, and he looks up to tba 
Lord and giver of it for every thing needful, and expects it out 
of his fulness. Hear one of these happy believers thus rela* 
ting his case. I am dead to the law, says he, yet alive to QoA ; 
I am crucified with Christ, and am a partaker of the merit and 
power of his cross, and by faith I hwre in him an absolute cm' 
ciErion of sin ; and although the old man is thus crucified, yet 
the new man liveth : nevertheless I live, yet not I-^I live a 
spiritual life, yet not I as a natural man, I did not quicken 
myself: I cannot keep myself alive, Christ liveth in me, he is 
the author of my life, and on him I depend for the continuanee 
of it in time and in eternity ; for the life which I now live ia 
the fiesh, while I am in this body of sin and death, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God : he is the author, he is the object 
of that faith, by which I have received life f^om him : by an 
act of sovereign grace he quickened me from a death in tres- 
passes and sins, and united me as a living member ui^ his 
mystical body, and I am kept alive through his living, acting, 
ana working in me by his Spirit; he dwelleth in my heart by 
faith, and the more clearly I see this, the more do I love and 
enjoy the Prince of life, my precious, above all expression, 
infinitely, eternally precious Jesus, who loved me and gave 
himself for me, that by his death, I might be dead to sin, and 
by his resurrection might live to and with God for ever and 
ever. Thanks and praise be to thee without ceasing, thou 
dear Lamb of God, for thy love to me the chief of sinners* 
Let all thy people say. Amen. 

This is the happy case of those believers, who are like the 
blessed Paul, strong in the Lord Christ. By his death they 
are dead to sin, and because he liveth they are alive to God : 
for they who are joined to the Lord are one spirit And as 
their faith increases, they have more spiritual fellowship with 
Christ in his death and resurrection, not only in the merit, but 
also in the efiicacy of both. They grow more dependent upon 
the Lord's strength, and he daily mortifies in them the old man 
of sin, and as he grows weaker iheir other enemies have less, 
power over them. By their lusts Satan tempts th«aa; the- 
more these are mortified, the weaker will be bw temptations r 
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and the pride of life, the world tempts them; as these are 
anbdued, they will be more crucified to the world. Christ 
firing, dwelling, mid reigning in them by faith, will day by 
day weaken the strength of sin and Satan, and the world ; and 
hy the power of his death and resurrection he will be conform- 
Big them more to his own image and likeness. He will by 
&ith enable them to be growing up into him in all things, as 
long as they live. They will be going on from strength to 
f trength, till sin and death be swallowed up in victory. 

Until that happy time come, he has appointed certain means, 
in the use of which they are to wait for the continual receiving 
€f grace from him to deaden the old man, and for the growth 
•f the new. And this grace they secreive, not merely because 
diey use the means, but because they use them in faith, ex- 
pecting his presence in, and blessing upon them. Believers 
set the Lord always before them, and look through the means 
■I him ; for without him they are good for nothing : but when 
observed, according to his mind and will, as acts of trust in 
his promise, and of dependence upon his faithfulness, then 
ittey answer the end for which they were instituted, and be- 
come the means of spiritual communion with him. And thus 
legal duties become Christian privileges. One of these means 
is attendance on public worship, the ground and reason for 
which is Christ's promise, * Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.* — Two 
or three believers make a church, when they are gathered 
together in the name of Christ's divinity. By faith they ex- 
pect the fulfilling of his promise, and his presence in the midst 
of them ; and they are then most spiritual worshippers, when 
Aey are looking most unto Jesus, and enjoying communion 
with him. What are their prayers but acts of faith and de- 
pendence? * Whatsoever ye shall ask (says Christ) in my 
name, believing, ye shall receive.* Which words shew us 
that prayer is nothing worth, unless it be presented in Christ's 
name, and in fiuth relying on Christ's promise to hear and 
imswer. The object of prayer is the godhead in three persons. 
The address to eacTi is in their covenant-offices, and the peti- 
tions to each should be according as they stand related to 
liinners in those offices, and the communion with the divine 
Persons is thus expressed : * Through Christ Jesus we have 
an access by one Spirit unto the Father ;' and whatever we 
ask, believing, we receive. What is believers hearing the 
wwdl Is it not a continual dependence upon their divine 
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Teacher to make his word spiift and Bfe Mto tti^ B&akl 
They expect his presence to enaUe them to mix faidl witk 
^^hat they hear, and then they grow thereby. What is ihek 
keeping the Lord's day? Is it not to express thev beiief of 
his being risen, and entered into his rest, and of their haring, 
by believing, entered into rest also, and therefere they wak 
upon Christ in the ordinances to keep them, until he bring 
them to his eternal sabbath, to that rest ^ich reniaineth for 
the people of God. What is their attendance upon the L<»d'8 
supper? Is it not the communion of the blood of Christ, and 
the commiinion of the body of Christ, a real paitaking by fidth 
of his broken body, and of his precious blood-shedding, and of 
all the benefits of his passion ? In these and all other ways 
of God's appointment, they expect Christ's presence, and thei^ 
fore they go to them with gladness of heart to meet him. He 
is the dear object of their love, and he grows more lovely by 
every day's experience. They taste and see more how gra- 
cious he is, and therefore to converse with him in pray^er, and 
to be in his company in the ordinances, becomes more sweet 
and delightful to them. Oh! what happy moments do they 
therein spend ! All the great, rich, and pleasant things in the 
world, are less than nothing compared to this joy. Commu- 
nion with Christ is heaven begun ; and by faith they enjoy ll, 
and nothing can rob them of it but sin ; which H^es them 
careful in their life and conversation to please their gracioufc 
Lord. They depend upon him to teach them his will, and to 
give them strength to perform it, that they may walk before 
him in all well-pleasing. Whatever is opposite to his w^ 
they dread, because it would deprive them of their greatelk 
blessing, even communion with- their best and bosom Friends 
Sin, viewed in this light, is blacker and viler than all the 
devils in hell. The love of Christ shews sin in its exceedu^ 
sinfulness, and fiiith, working by love to Christ, gakis daily 
victory over it. He who has the love of Christ in hk hdttA 
will be thereby sweetly constrained to fight agakist, and ptfvh 
«rfully enabled to conquer, sin, so that it cannot separate him 
from his beloved Saviour ; nay^ it shall make him live in closelr 
rand nearer connexion. ' The motions of sin within, and tempV 
alions without, to which he is continually liable, will iE(heiw 
him the necessity of living in a settled dependence upon thd 
grace and strength of the Captain of his salvation, who w4il 
lead him on conquering and to conquer, until he imiko him nt 
last more than conqueror. 
' The same foith, workkig byrldve, has gained llie hcwrts and 
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coQunandments now ceajse to be grieTous. Love to Christ, 
trho is perfect righteousness and holiness, cannot consist with 
the hatred of either : nay, they are renewed after his image in 
both, and renewed in knowledge, that they might know his 
pr^iotts image, and renewed in heart, that they might love it ; 
therefore being thus created anew in Christ Jesus, they will 
certainly, in the inner man, delight in righteousness and true 
holiness. He has shed his love abroad in their hearts, has 
won diem to himself, and now nothing is dearer to them than 
thi|t everlasting righteousness by which he justifies them, and 
that true holiness of which they are become partakers in him, 
which they evidenced, by a holy walk, and in which he will 
uesent them holy and unblameable and unrebukable before the 
rather. Thus he has perfectly secured the interest of holi- 
ness and the glory of the most holy God ; for they are his 
workmanship, created unto good works, to love them, to do 
Uiem, to walk in them as the way to the kingdom, and they 
live by faith upon Christ's strength for will and power to do 
them, and upon his intercessi<Hi for the acceptance of them, 
laying them all upon the golden altar that sanctifieth the gifts. 
Thus their whole dependence is upon Christ. He is all and 
in ail of their Christian walk. To him they look for every 
thing needful, to enable them to glorify God in their lives, and 
to shew forth the virtues of him that hath called them : on 
his grace they rely, that their conversation may be as be- 
cometh the gospel of Christ, and that they may adorn the 
doctrine of God their Saviour in all things ; and they find in 
him a sufficiency of grace, yea, they can do all things, and 
m&x all things, through Christ strengthening them. What- 
ever difficulties they meet with in the way of duty, leaning 
ap^ their Beloved, he carries them through all : whatever 
temptations, I will be with thee, says he, tfx the hour ^f 
temptation, look unto me, and thou shalt be saved : whatever 
enemies. Fear them not, says he, for I am with thee ; be not 
dismayed, for I am thy God, I will strengthen thee, yea, I will 
help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the right hs^d of my 
i^hteousness : whatever sorrows. Your sorrows, says he, 
shall be turned into joy, and your joy no man taketh from you : 
whatever sickness, I will strengthen thee upon the bed of Ian* 
guishing, and I will make all diy bed in thy sickness : whatr 
ev^r poverty, I will be a strength to the poor, a strength to the 
needy in his distress : whatever persecution. Blessed are ye» 
fajrs bpywho are. persecuted for righteousness' sake, I pro* 
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tAem, and none of the evils or miseries of life can separate 
them from him. He keeps them safe, and carries them through 
all their triab hy his mighty power, and they, tmsting in him« 
find that he malces all things work .together for their good. 
What a hlessed life is this ! Surely there is none like it ; for 
the life of faith is glory hegun. The priTileget, the happineif 
of it, are greater than cai^ be described. The strongest 
believer upon earth, may daily know more, and may e^M^ 
rience far more of the comfort of walking by faith, because as 
they grow more established in it, they will be receiving more 
power over sin, and will walk nearer to God. Having but 
one object to look unto, and to live upon, for all things, iiere 
they will be quietly settled. What can so effectually keep 
them from being tossed to and fro, as to have all fulness trea* 
sured up for their use in Christ, and to be brought to a fixed 
dependence upon this fulness, and to live upon it for all things 
belonging to life and godliness ? Hereby sweet peace will be 
estabUshed within, and there will be a regular walk in the out- 
ward conversation. The whole man will experience what the 
Lord has promised to his redeemed people, * I will cause them 
to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein 
they shall not stumble.' He leads them by his Spirit, and 
causes them to walk by the rivers of waters, where there are 
abundant streams of grace continually flowing, and he guides 
them in a straight way, that they shall not stumble nor eiT 
therein ; but shall be kept happily to the end of their course, 
and shall finish it to their everlasting joy. And 

This is another inestimable privilege of believers. Christ 
has engaged to keep them unto the end ; and* having begun a 
good wonc in them, he has promised never to leave it until it 
be finished. What a strengthening is this to their faith, and 
what a glory does it put upon the whole life of faith, that it is 
a life which cannot perish ? Believers have in them the 
immortal seed of eternal life. This is the crown of all ; for 
how will this bear them up under crosses, support them in 
troubles, carry them on in their warfare against the flesh, the 
devil, and the world, and make them defy all dangers, yea, 
death itself, since they are assured, from the mouth of God 
their Saviour, that none shall pluck them out of his hands. 
They do not trust themselves, or have any dependence upon 
grace received, but they rely upon the faithfulness and power 
Df Jesus, who has given them abundant evidence, that he will 
water them with his grace every moment, and hold them uf 
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by I is strenglL, and they shall he safe. How coiiffijent were 
believers of this in the Old Testament : one of them, who had 
attained this assurance of faith, says, * Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life :' and he, with 
many others, who had obtained iflce precious faith with him, 
declare—* This is our God for ever, he will be our guide even 
tinto death.* They were sure he would be their God, an^ 
would follow them with mercy»#tnd guide them, and do thenl 
good in life and death. To the same purpose our Lord has 
promised believers, * My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me, and I give unto them eternal life, 
tmd they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out 
of my hand.' How confidently did he trust in Christ for the 
ftilfiiling of this blessed promise, who said, * I am fully per- 
suaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor &ings to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.' Oh ! sweet words of comfort ! how happy was Paul 
in this assurance of faith ! It is thy privilege, believer, as 
wen as his. Thou hast the same promises that he had, the 
same God to fulfil them, and thy feith ought to be growing 
until thou be assured that no creature, not all the powers on 
earth, nor the gates of hell, can separate thee from Christ. 
They may as soon get into heaven and cut off Christ's right 
land, which is impossible, as cut off one of the members of 
Christ's mystical body. 

If thou art ready to say, I see clearly how I should glorify 
my dear Lord, and how happy I should be, if my faidi wa« 
but like Paul's in this point ; but I am so weak and liable to 
fdl, and mine enemies so numerous and mighty, that I some- 
times fear I shall never be able to hold out unto the end. 
Because thou art such, therefore the Lord has given thee his 
promise that he will hold thee up, and thou shalt be safe. And 
this promise is part of the covenant, which is ordered in aB 
things, and sure. Look at that, and not at thyself. Consider 
the Messenger of the covenant, in whom it is all ordered, and 
by whom it is sure. When thy unfaithfulness would dis- 
courage thee, think of his futhfulness. Let thy wesfaiess 
remind thee of his strength. If indeed he leave thee a singly 
moment thou wilt fall : but he has promised, I will never leave 
thee. If the number and strength of thine enemies make 
thee fear, lest thou shouldst one day perish by the hand of 
Saul, he says to thee, Thou shalt be kept by the power tl 
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9twt throitgli ttaA tinto saltation. But if thou art tempted to 
dfiubt, finding thy revolting heart apt to turn from the Lord, 
^ I will put my fear (says he) into thy heart, that thou shalt 
not depart from me.* Observe, it is his faithfulness and power, 
and not thine, which is to keep thee, and has covenanted to do 
it, and he has all power in heaven and earth, and he has given 
thee promise for the establishment of thy faith, that thou 
mighlest be certain he will love thee and keep thee unto the end. 
And when he has brought thee to a certainty of it, then thy 
Comfort will be frill-. Christ will be magnified in thee, now 
he 1ms made thee one of those fathers, \dio have known him 
that is from the beginning. He has taught thee so to know him, 
as to trust him for all things, and in all times. This is his 
erown and glory. He has enthroned himself in thy heart, as 
thy perfect Saviour, and his kingdom is within thee, even right* 
^ousness ancl peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. Now thy 
ealling aM election are sure. Thou knowest that he is faith- 
ful who hath promised to keep thee, who will also do it. And 
having this assurance of faith, attended with the rejoicing of 
hope, and being seated with the blessed Spirit to the day of 
redemption, surely thou Mt a happy man, thrice happy, whom 
tke Lord has thus highly favoured. How infinitely indebted 
art thou to his grace ! Oh ! what thanks and praises dost thou 
owe, more than thou canst ever pay, for what he has already 
done for thee ! and yet this is only the dawning of the perfect 
day. His present favours are only earnests and pledges o: 
what he will hereafrer give thee. Therefore still trust in him 
and he will enfighten thee more by his word and Spirit, he 
will enliven, strengthen, and establish thee more. Thy faith 
will daily ifest more aissuredly upon him, the joy of thy hope 
will incr^se, thy love will yet more abound. He will guide 
thee by his counsel in an even course, and will receive thee 
into glory. 

Thus have I treated, as I was aUe, of the safety and hap* 
phiess of living by faith upon the Son of God, and have 
described the common hinderances which stop its growth, and 
tjhe victory over them, which the Lord gives his people. I 
hAve been forced to he very short, and could only throw out 
9|Hne hints upon this copious subject. May the good Lord 
pardon what is amiss, and bkss abundantly what is according 
o hts tnind and will. If thou hast followed me, reader, in 
.hy experience, and krt indeed a happy believer living upon 
iiy blessed Jesus, for his promised heaven ; and for ail 
;lunjg« promised to thee in the way thUher^ think what H 
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thy heart ! He has saved thee from all evil, he will bless 
thee with all good. As surely as thou hast the earnest, 
thou shalt have the purchased possession. Oh! what a 
Saviour is this! he has akeady bestowed upon thee the 
exceeding riches of the glory, which he will give thee! 
Thou wilt soon see him as he is, and then thou shalt be 
like him. No tongue can tell how great that glory will be, 
not all the tongues in heaven, after the number of the elect 
shall be perfected ; no, not after they have enjoyed it for 
millions of ages : never, never will they be able to shew forth 
all his praise for making thee like himself. Surely, then, 
while thou art waiting for his glory, which shall be revealed 
thou wilt be going on from faith to faith, that thy beloved 
Saviour may become more near to thee ; and that thou may^t 
have more close and intimate communion with him. Every 
day's experience should bring thee to love his appearing more. 
Having tasted how gracious he is, thou shoulast be longing 
for the marriage-supper of the Lamb with fervent desire. 
And, being now a Father in Christ, and strong in fai»h, thou 
wilt be often looking up to him, and saying. 

Make haste, my Beloved, and take me to thyself; — let me 
see thee face to face, and enjoy thee, thou dearest Jesus, whom 
my soul longeth after. It is good to live upon thee by faith, 
but to live with thee is best of all. I have found one day in 
thy courts conversing sweetly with thee, better than a thou- 
sand ; but this has only whetted my appetite — ^the more com- 
munion I have with thee, I hunger and thirst still for more. 
Mv soul panteth for nearer, still nearer communion with thee. 
When shall I come to appear before the presence of God ? 
O thou light of my life, thou joy of my heart, thou knowest 
how I wish for the end of my faith, when I shall no longer 
see through a glass darkly, but with open face behold the 
glory of my Lord. Thou hast so endeared thyself to me, 
Qiou precious Immanuel, by ten thousand thousand kindnesses, 
that 1 cannot be entirely satfified, until I have the full vision 
and complete enjoyment of thyself. The day of our espousals 
has been a blessed, time. O for the marriage of the Lamb, 
when I shall be presented as a chaste virgin to my heavenly 
Bridegroom ! How can I but long earnestly for this full enjoy- 
ment of thy everlasting love ? Come, Lord Jesus, let me see 
thee as thou art ; come, and make me like unto thee. I do 
love tbee, I am now happy in thy love, but not so as I hope to 
be. I am often interrupted here, and never love thee so much 
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•s I desire : bat these blessed spirits, standing now round thy 
throne, are ]»erfected in loTe. Oh ! that I was once admitted 
to see as they do, the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ ! Is not that the Toice of my Beloved, which I hear 
answering, ' Surely, I come quickly !' Amen, say I, even so 
come, Lord Jesus. Make haste, my Beloved, and be thou 
like to a roe, or to a ^oung hart, upon the mountains of spices. 
Are not these, behever, the breathings of thy soul ? Since 
the time for them is short, may thev grow warmer and more 
affectionate every day! Thou wilt wait but a little while 
before thou shalt see the King in his perfect beauty, and thou 
shali be a blessed partaker of his eternal glory. And if he 
make these few lines any means of bringing thee to see more 
of his beauty at present, to live more upon his fulness, and to 
be happier in him ; I hope thou and I shall, through his grace, 
meet him soon, and give him to eternity the glory of this and 
of all his other mercies. To the Lord I commend, thee, on 
whom thou hast believed. May he strengthen and establish 
thy faith daily, that it may grow exceedingly until he bring 
thee to the end of it, and a£nit thee into that innumerable 
company, who are ascribing blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power to Him that was slain, and hath redeemed them 
unto God by his blood ; to whom, with the Father, and the 
Eternal Spirit, three persons in one Jehovah, be equal and 
everlasting praise. Amen. 
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PREFACE 

TO TUB 

WALK OF FAITH. 



Etxb fince the Life of Faith was published, I have been attending to the 
doctrines therein advanced, and bring them into experience. Their tmth 
fans appeared to me from the word of Gk>d, and has been confirmed by their 
being accompanied with the power of God. His divine influence attends 
his own doctrines to this day, and they have the promised effect upon the 
heart and life of the believer. Tbej are raightjr through God for all the 
purposes of salvation. What is said upon the subject in these treatises, is 
chiefly in this experimental way. My design is to bring the great and 
leading points of oar religion into use and practice, and to shew how necee- 
sary the doctrines of |[race are for the well-governing of the Christian walk. 
Every thing needful is promised, and by faith is received, which can make 
it even and regular, holy and happy. 

The apostle Paul complained of professors, who walked not according to 
the gospnel. There has been occasion for the same complaint ever since ; 
but never more than at present. Many walk at this day, who make some 
profession of Christ, and yet never attain to any steadfastness, but are tossed 
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, and at last come 
to nothing ; 

Others, pretending to be better settled, attain to some form of godliness^ 
but are without the ufe and power of it; they appear to have some notions 
and opinions about the way of righteousness; but not being taught them of 
God, nor ever brought under the mighty influence of them, their walk is 
therefore very uneven and irregular, and generally in the end brings great 
scandal upon the name and cause of Christ. 

We have also many at this day, who set out in the ways of relirion, but 
never felt the ruin of the fall, nor the plague of their own hearts:^ these are 
commonly very confident and presumj>tnous ; they make a shining profes- 
sion, and go on with great parade, until they come to be tried, and tnen in 
the time of temptation they fall away. 

There are others, who ar^ the real children of God, and yet do not walk 
IM becometh their high rank and dignity. An even, holv, happ]^ walk widi 
their reconciled God and Father is their privileie, ana there is grace suf* 
ficient promised in Jesus, and to be received by nis Spirit, to enable them 
to live up to it, that they may walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing. 
Yea, the apostles call upon them and encourage them to be going on and 
advancing in the rj^t way — ' Furthermore then, yre beseech you and 
exhort you, bi'ethren,'by the Lord Jesus Chrilf,'that'as ye have received of 
QS, how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and 
more.' 1 Thess. iv. 1. How few follow this evangelical exhortation? 
How very few attain and preserve in their consciences the sense of God's 
being perfectly at peace with them 7 It ought to rule there always and by 
all means : but, for want of it, they afford continual occasion for a legal and 
unbelieving spirit to rob them of their peace, and thereby to distress them 
in their hearts. As guilt comes in, love goes out. Wnat weakens the 
eanae most also weaken the effect. Love, with its frnits, must decrease in 
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proportkni at the believer withdrawg bis hent-dependenee Awn God 
Then he begins to walk aneven and uncomfortable, he grows cold and 
indifferent about spiritnal things, he gets into darkness and discontent, he 
becomes quite unhappy in his frame, and unthankful in bis affections: 
whatever was the cause of his falling into this decay, it began at the root. 
Hb faith was attacked, and gave way ; as this yielded, the decay became 
general, and it was foimd UmB^, * If ye will walk contrary unto me, saith 
God, then will I also walk eontrary unto you/ 

Reader, if thou hast the faith of God's elect, thou knowest that these 
tbines are true. Thou findest it hard work to maintain peace with God : 
and if this be not maintained, if the foundation give way, the building will 
certainly totter. Look well then to the ground-work. Is all safe there f 
Dost thou see the infinite glory of the Saviour's work, when he made peace 
by the blood of the cross, and does this silence guilt in thy conscience ? 
Canst thou at all times draw nigh in love to a reconciled God ? Does not 
the sense of thy failings and remaining corruptions keep thee at a distance 
from him, and render thy work uncomfortable? especially when without 
are fightings, within are fears. If it be very diflicnlt under such trials to 
preserve a sense of God's loving-kindness, yet it should be remembered, 
there is a gracious provision made for the establishing of the soul so safely 
in Jesus Christ, that the peace of God may rule in it always, and by all 
means. Is it not necessary then to inquire what this provision is ? How it 
may be received? and how it may be made use of? For if by daily prac- 
tice it may be experienced in its divine power, it will then have the same 
happy effect, which it had upon David : * I will run the way of thy com- 
mandments, when thou hast set my heart at libertv.' May thine heart, 
reader, and mine, enjoy more of the liberty of the children of God, and then 
we shall not only go forward, but also r^n fast, and may nothing stop us 
from pressing toward the mark, till wo win the prize of the high calling ot 
Jesus Christ m God. 

This has been my constant prayer during the writing of the following 
Treatise. It was the fruit of reading, and meditating, and praying over 
those Scriptures, which speak of the walk of faith. Such reflections as 
used to occur to myself I have put down ; whether it was in searching 
mine own heart, or in begging the blessing of God upon the text then under 
consideration. This seemed to me an easy method, and very useful: 
because the doctrine would lead to practice, and frequent and heart- 
searching meditations would tend, under the teaching of the Holy Ghost, 
to an increase of faith. There are some soliloquies addressed to my own 
■oul, and some exercise of devotion in prayer and thanksgiving. I would 
have every believer to consider, whether it be not his privilege to join me 
in them, and to make my words his own. If he cannot follow me in his 
experience after the fifth chapter, I prapr God to increase his faith, that this 
book and his experience may go hand in h&nd ; and that he may attain to 
holy fellowship with God in all duties, and to rejoice in God at all times ; 
yea, under the cross itself, and to go on conquering aiid to cpnqner, till the 
good fight of faith be over, and be finish his course with joy. 
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CHAP. 1. 



Wbotvw walke witb €tod moit be lint MVMlttiad witk the w«7 of peM« 

It is the constant usage of Scriptuie to represent spintua! 
things by material, and to speak of the faculties and actiont 
of the sou], by terms borrowed from those of the body. Walk* 
ing is a bodily action, and consists in moving and goi;ig from 
one place to another ; hence it is aj^lied to the spiritual walk. 
The soul reconciled to God, and at peace with him, has an 
appointed way in which it is to walk, in order to enjoy the 
grace promised to them who are in Christ Jesus. This it 
enjoyed by faith, and therefore the Scriptures call the be- 
liever's going on in his walk with God from strength to strength, 
the walk of ftith. ' We walk by £uth, (says the apostle,) not 
by sight' 

When man fell from God, he lost his way, and had neither 
will nor power to return. The Old Testament church makes 
this confession : ' All we like sheep have gone astray, we hara 
turned every one to his own way,' Isa. liii. 6. 

The apostle Peter reminds believers of this — * Ye were as 
sheep going astray, but are now returned to the shepherd and 
bishop of your souls,' 1 Pet. ii. 25. To which agree the 
words of his brother Paul : ' There is none righteous, no nol 
one; there 1$ none that understandeth, there is none thai 
seeketh after God, they are all gone out of the way,' Rom. iii. 
10 — 12. . The whole human race, say the oracles of truth, is 
ffone astray, aU of them are gone out of the way; they have 
left the way of God, and turned every one to his own way ; 
they are unable, like a poor lost sheep, the most unable of all 
creatures, to return, yea, they are unwilling also ; for they 
walk not after the Spirit, but after the flesh — carnally minded 
and in their carnal mind enmity itself against God and nis ways. 

It pleased God in the exceeding riches of his grace to reveal 
to those wanderers the way of scdvation. He made it known 
to them upon the fall : and believers, from that time forward, 
«aw it pliCinly and went on in it comfortably. Enoch, Noah, 
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Abraham, &c. are said to hare walked with GM, in the Yerr 
same way afterward marked out by the written word ; which 
was a directory to the Jews, shewing them how they should 
walk in the steps of the faith of their father Abraham. Age 
after age God raised up the prophets to bring his people into 
the king's highwBjy, »9d to put4hipm upon p^^ng, that they 
might be kept in it. By the mouth of his servant David he 
gave them this promise — ^^ Good and upright is t.\e Lord, there- 
fore will he teach sinners in the way : the meek will he guide 
in judgment, and the meek will he teach his way.' Encouraged 
by this warrant &om the word of God, sinners, feeling their 
wants, were led to pray^ ' SheW me thy ways, O Lord ! teach 
me thy paths, lead me m thy truth, and teach me,' Psalia' 
XXV. 4. It is written in the prophets, * Tkey shall all be taught 
isi God ; they shall all be taught of me from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them,' saith the Lord. If any of his 
diildren lack wisdom, and ask it of God, he giveih to all his' 
liberally, and upbraideth not. He brings them by his wordy 
and by his Holy Spirit, to the knowledge of themselves, and 
to the knowledge of the true God. 

Divine teaching is necessary to make men acquainted with 
themselves. They know not their state, nor feaJ: their danger, 
until the Holy Spirit, according to his office, proceed from the 
Father and the Son ; then he convinces them of ski, of the 
axceeding sinfuhiess of it, of the guilt thereby inscurred, stnd 
of the wrath deserved. He enllghtei^a thfe understanding with 
a clear sight of those truths, and he iiastens the coiivictions of 
them upon the conscience. Then they find that they had been 
Uind and ignorant, rebels in thenr wills, and apostates in their 
hearts from God. He mlikes them feel the corruption of their 
iMtuse, and the error of their ways, in wiiich, if they had gone^ 
on, they muat inevitably have perished : for they ware with* 
out will, and without power, to return to God. When they 
were made to see it right, that they ought to return, and. to 
repent, yet it was not their choice to come to him in the way 
of believing. They found they copld not believe, unless it 
was given them from above. Faith is the gift of God, and 
cannot be received, but by the mighty operation of God. He 
must put forth his Divine power, or else the convinced sinnei? 
will remain utterly helpless and hopeless, shut up in unbeliefs 

Thus the Lord teaches all his children. He makes them 
acquainted with their fallen state, aod sensible of their goikf 
Hid of their misery. He brings them to the right know^ 
icdfe of the coauption of every faculty of s oul and bo^y 
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mnf^Sumfn ^nl^^^^l to erQ, and awpil l r of iomg agr 
ibmg trdj good. A oernq^t tree can bring foitk ttotUiig Imt 
evil fimit Tko jadgment is eniigiuened to see thiis, and the 
ODoacienee is awdcened to feel this, and thereby the convinced' 
sinner is made willing to be taogkt the way of salration. The 
Holy Spirit fuffils Ins office, by teaching lum the knowledge 
of God. 

Our blessed Savionr declares. No man knoweth the Son 
bnt ibe Father, neither knoweth any man the Father save the. 
Skm, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him ; and' 
tfads he does hj the. Holy Sfont of wisdom and revelation, wha 
is ikKirofoie given to the chikfaen of God^ duit they may know 
him and believe in him, as their reconciled Father in Chxial. 
Jesns. This saving knowledge is hid from the worldly wiao 
and pomdent, but is revealed unto the unlearned, whom the 
Holy SfHiit has made simple and teachable people. To diera 
he rev^s the things of God : he mdkes them acqiminted 
with the 

Nature of the godhead, which is one. There is one Jehovah, 
and there is none other. And also with the personality in the 
jmdhead, Father, Son, and Spirit : these thriee exist in one 
Jehovah. They took those names, not to describe their. mttH 
lier of existing, but their manner of acting ; not what they 
toe in themselves, but how they stand related to as in the 
economy of redemption : for the eternal Three entered into, 
covenant before all worlds, and agieed to sustain certain cove- 
nant offices, and asstmie names or charactns descriptive oi 
their offices. Father is the title of that Divine penon, vcho, 
oat of his infinite grace, gave an innumerable company oi 
sinners to his Son, upon condition that he would be mani* 
fosted in the flesh, and would become their surety, to work 
out for them a righteousness in his life, and lo make ant 
atooement for them by his death, and then he would be his 
Father and their Fadber. A coequal and coetemal person 
accepted the condition, and covenant to be made man, and' 
to live and die for the many sons, whom he was to bring: 
tf> gloz^; therefofo he took the name of Son, S<m of God| 
Son of Man, 6k. Another coequal and coetemal person- 
covenanted to bveathe life into them, to be to them the- 
S^»rit, or Iveoth of life, that they might be regenerate frecn 
a death in trespasses and sins, aiid be made tfans children ol 
Ood, heir& of God, and joint-heixs with Christ ; therefore* 
he. is called, throughout &e Scriptures, the Spirit, or the. 
:nfla^ o£.life. He rnake^ th«m acquainted with the cavo* 
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flMit, as he has ptomised : ' The seecet of the Lofi as wiih 
them that fear him, and he will shew them his coyenant,' 
Psalm xzy. 14. He will open to them the nature and cer- 
tainty of all covenant engagements for the establishment and 
growth of their faith. The covenant was ordered in all things 
and sure ; it was ordered by the counsel and purpose of £e 
eternal Three concerning the heirs of promise, whose salva- 
tion was settled by two immutable things, in which it was 
impossible for God to lie — his counsel, hw oath. His counsel, 
the result of his infinite wisdom, confirmed by that sacred 
oath which cannot possibly be broken. All ms perfectionp 
stand engaged to see the sovereign decree, thus solemnly rati 
fied, carried into execution ; for what was ordered is sure*^ 
sure as the throne of Jehovah, unchangeable as his nature, 
durable as his being. Though it be but a man's covenant, yet 
when it has been signed and sealed according to law, none 
disannuUeth or addeth thereto. None can disannul God*» 
covenant, and he himself will not : ^ My covenant will I not 
break (says he,) nor alter the thing that is gone out of my 
lips.' Psalm Ixxxix. 34. 'I will not add thereunto, nor 
diminish from it ; for I have ordered it in all things. I have 
not left one single thing out, not the least circumstance ; I 
have settled the whole plan by mine unerring wisdom, and I 
will fulfil every tittle of it by mine almighty power. Accord- 
ing to my will the course of nature and grace is inMlibly 
directed, even the most minute events. Every hair is num- 
bered. Not a sparrow falls but by my divine decree.' 

How safely then may the heirs of promise depend upon a 
covenant God ! and whenever they fibe to Jesus for refuge, 
what strong consolation may they draw from hence, that t^ir 
salvation is fixed by the immutable counsel and inviolable oath 
of the blessed Trinity ! 

The same divine Teacher, who enabled them to believe 
those truths for the farther establishment of their faith, led 
them to discover the fireeness of all covenant mercies. They 
are promised as free gifts. They are bestowed to the praise 
of the glory of free grace. They are not conferred upon the 
worthy, but upon enemies, upon the ungodly, upon sinners as 
sinners. No conditions are required, no pre-requisites are 
expected. The motives which determine God to shew mercy 
to sinners, are oot taken from any good in them, or foreseen 
to be in them. Not for works of righteousness which they 
have done, or can do ; but according to his mercy he saveth 
hem. He does all to the magnifying of the honours of his 
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own mexey. His coTenant ivas so contriTod, cairied into 
execution by the life and death of Jesus applied by the Holy 
Spirit, that, according as it is written, He that giorieth, let 
him glory in the Lord. No flesh shall glory in his presence. 
Boasting is for erer excluded ; because all is of grace. Wis- 
dom to teach the sinner saying knowledge, righteousness to 
justify him, strength to keep him, comforts to Mess him, 
nearen to receive him — ^these are the free gifts of co^enanl 
love : for by grace he is saved through faith, and that not of 
himself, it is the gift of God ; not of works, lest any man 
should boast. Thus would the Lord hide pride from man, 
and would teach him practically such scripture as this : ' Not 
for your sakes do I thus, saith the Lord, be it known unto you, 
but for mine holy name's sake,' Ezek. xxxvi. 

Closely connected with this divine lesson is the fidnen of 
covenant mercies. Every thing needful for the salvation of 
the sinner is fully, as well as freely, provided by the exceeding 
riches of grace, and is treasured up by the Father's love in 
the fulness of the Son. To this Uie Spirit bears witness ia 
the word of truth, and seals his witness upon the believer's 
heart. It pleased the Father that in the Word made flesh 
ahould dU fulness dwell, and that out of his fulness his people 
should receive grace for grace. This is the infinite ocean. 
There is not a stream, not a drop of grace, to be had but from 
hence : Jesus Christ, as God-manf, has it all in himself, and for 
the same end as the head has the senses in itself. He has it 
to communicate to his members, a fulness of light and life, of 
sense and understanding, of love and joy, yea, of every spi- 
ritual blessing. On him, as the head of the body, the church* 
every believing member is directed to live. On him must he 
depend at all times ; and to him must he go for all things. If 
he seek pardon and peace, righteousness and holiness, a sup- 
ply of his wants, strength for his warfare, comforts under his 
miseries, if he expect life in death, and life eternal, he must 
make continual use of the fulness of Jesus ; for in him dwell- 
eth all the fulness of the godhead bodily. It dwelleth in him 
as in an overflowing fountain. The Father's love to his 
adopted children, the experience of it by the grace of the 
Spirit, are entirely in and from the salvation of Jesus Christ 
Out of his fulness comes every covenant mercy of the god- 
head, and in a rich abundant stream, always flowing with 
some blessing or other into the believer's soul. The enjoy- 
ment of it, on his part, may not be always alike comfortabtoi 
out is always alike sure on God's part. Nothing can stop it : 
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k&a^hg can ttim its course. Unto the place from tvlience tlie 
livers come, thither they letQm again. The riyer of die 
m^r of life proceeds out of the throne of God and the Lambj 
lind it will be running on till it come back into its own ocean. 
* The water that I will give him,' says Jesus, speaking of the 
believer, ' shall be in him a fountain of water springing up 
into everlasting life, and bringing with it the fidness of joy 
^d pleasures for evermore. 

' No man will see any reason to set out in the way to heaven, 
tmtil he be made acquainted with those truths. His judg- 
tnent must be enlightened with the knowledge of them. He 
will never think of changing his course until he be made sen* 
irible of his own sinful and helpless state ; and when this is 
brought home to his conscience, and he has nothing in himself 
left to trust in, then he will be led to look abrimd for help. 
The Spirit of God will teach him the doctrines of grace, the 
nature of the godhead, the persons in the godhead, the cove- 
nant of the Divine persons, by which every grace and blessing 
Was freely and fallv provided, given by the Father to the S<m, 
in whose fulness they were all laid up for the use of his body 
the church, and communicated to every member of it, through 
the influence of the Holy Spirit. Thus he is taught, that aU 
Is of grace from first to last. Whatever good a sinner receives 
on earth, or enjoys in heaven, is so given, as to exclude all 
boasting, and to lay every proud and self-righteous principle in 
tiie dust, that grace alone may wear the crown, and may have 
all the glory. 

Here, then, O my soul, is matter of close examination. 
Dost thou know thyself, thy state and condition, and hast thou 
JBed from the wrath to come ? Here the light of God's word 
shone into thy understanding, and made thee to see that thou 
art indeed set out in the w^ to heaven : how was this dis- 
covered to thee ? Did the Holy Spirit ever convince thee oi 
sin, and that thou hadst lost the image and forfeited the favour 
of God ? Didst thou ever see thysdf fallen in Adam, in him 
a child of wrath, a ruined miserable sinner ? Hast thou felt 
how utterly unable thou art to atone for thy sins or to make 
thyself holy ? and wast thou brought to after many legal trials 
and self-righteous efTorts ? At last forced to give up all hope 
in thyself, and to look to the Lord who made heaven and 
earth, from whom alone thy help could come. 

And hast thou been taught the true knowledge of the unity 
of the godhead, and of the persons in it, Father, Son, and 
Spirit, ike covenant of the ever-blessed Three, and die abso* 
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-aod engaged to be giyen to the Son, as the. head of his body. 

. tbe. church, who is now actually, as Qod-man in possession of 
th^m, and by his Spirit he freely and fiiily bestows them upon 

.his piembers ; for they will nerex cease to be receiTing out of 
bis fulness grace for grace, until they receive out of tha same 
fulness glory for glory. 

O my soulr examine closely, and prore thjrself by the 
standard of the Divine word. Search and try, what the con- 
viction of thy lost estate has been. Was it deep and practical ? 
Is it) an Mdixkg tnxth with thee,, that th^re is no help or hope 
iu: thyself? And hast thou fied for refuge to lay hold of the 

. hope set before thee in the Lord Jesus I Is thy knowledge 
of the godhead mere theory, or is it brcmght into practice? 
Post thoiU enjoy the Father's kxre, through faith in the finii^ed 

.Pwdtyat]iQli of the Son, hy the infiuence ofthe.Hdy Spirit! 
This is the saving knowledge of the godhead. And is thb 
thine ? Dost thou honour the Divine persons, by acknow- 
ledging their immutable counsel, ^d immutable oath, entered 
into for the security of the heirs of promise, that they might 
trust, and p.pt be s^d ? Dost thou see with any cleamese 
the absolute safety of relying upon the promises of God, and 
dost thou expect to draw from hence comlbrt to thy conscience, 
and joy to thy heart ? 

If thou art indeed set out in the way to heaven, art thou 
settled in the knowledge of thy fallen state ? Hast thou found 
thjTself unable to do any thing but to hasten on thy ruin t 
And from the si^t and sense of this, hast thou been led to 
see all undertaken for thee, and secured to thee for time and 
eternity, in the covenant of the ever-blessed Trinity. These 
truths lie at the v^ry foundation of all comfortable walking 
with God. See that thou be weli'^grounded in them. The 
knowledge of thyself is to bring thee to God : the knowledge 
of God is to lead thee to walk with him. The one is to teach 
thee to renounce all trust in thyself: the other is to shew thite 
that thou mayest safely place the confidence of thy heart on 
thy reconciled Father, thy Saviour, and thy guide. Look up 
to. him than, O my soul, and be often praying to him, and 
saying— 

O Lord God, that which I see not teach thou me. Keep 
me an humble disciple in the school of Christ. Let me be 
daily learning th^re, what I am in myself, a fallen, sinful crea* 
Hire, justly deserving everlasting destruction from thyj)re- 
sence. O let me nevei lose sight of my want of a Savfour 
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nor ever be without the sense of what he said — * Widiont me 

ye can be nothing.' Teach me this, thou eternal Spirit. Open 
thou mine understanding to understand the Scriptures. 'Wnat 
thou hast revealed in them concerning the godhead, and con- 
cerning the counsels and works of the ever-blessed Trinity, 
that reveal to my soul. Thou hast declared, that no man can 
say Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost : O shine then 
into my dark mind, and lead me into the saving knowledge ot 
the Lord Jesus. Make me acquainted with his covenant un- 
dertakings, and his perfect fulfilling of them, that by resting 
on his finished salvation, I may find the Father's love in the 
Son, his Father my Father, and may be brought through thy 
blessed infiuence to have fellowship with the Father and the 
Son. O lead me into all truth, thou Spirit of wisdom and re- 
velation, that I may know the things which belong to my 
peace, and may through thee be made wise unto salvation. 
Amen. 



CHAP. 11. 



The teltofw ii racoaeiled to God, and hu the peace of God rnling in hl> eomdence, 
and they two walk together ; becaiue they are now agreed. 

It is written in the prophets, * They shall be ail taught of 
God*— every one of his children shall be brought to the know- 
lecVi o' the truth, and what they have been taught in the 
understanding shall be made practical, that it may have its 
proper effect upon the conscience. And this is answered, 
when it comes under the authority and power of the word of 
God, and faithfully accuses or condenms according to that 
unerring rule. 

Conscience supposes the knowledge of some rule, and it 
consists in comparing a man's state or actions with that rule, 
in order to discover whether they agree with it or not. 

The rule is the Scripture, the whole revealed will of God, 
which is the unerring, and the only standard of right and 
wrong : for all scripture is given by the inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, to teach the man of God what is 
truth, and to make him wise in it unto salvation. Fallen man 
has no means of discovering the will of God, but as it is re- 
vealed to him. He has no innate knowledge ; he has no 
implanted principles ; he is bom as ignorant of God, and of 
the things of God, as a wild ass' colt. His understanding is 
darkened, being alienated from the life of God, through the 
ignorance that is in him, because of the blindness of his heart. 
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AMkihehas no means in his own power of attalmng mlir 
Divine knowledge : for he cannot, by searching, find out God 
The world by its wisdom never did find him out. The Hot« 
tentots know as much of him as the Greeks and Romans did: 
indeed, the natural man, let him be ever so wise, knoweth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, neither can he know them ; 
because they are spiritually discerned. 

The Scripture then is the only rule of right and wrong; 
Conscience has no direction but this rule. Neither ethics, nof 
meti4>hysics, no fancied light of dark nature, no lawless law 
of rebel nature, no human science, whether pretended to be 
implanted, or by the use of reason to be acquired, have any 
right to guide the conscience. These are blmd leaders of tho 
Uind, they undertake what they are not only unfit, but what 
they have no warrant for. A parcel of felons in jail may 
think what they will of their state ; they may take it upoa 
them to form a mock court, and to try one anotner ; they may 
acquit or condemn as they please : but the judge and jury 
wiU pay no regard to their foolish proceedings. There is a 
word which is to try us at the last day, and by that we should 
, try ourselves at present. It was revealed for this imipose. 
And when the revealed truth is clearly understood, tnen con* 
science is acting aright ; if it finds a true verdict for God, 
either accusing, or else excusing, according to the direction ot 
^s unerring word. 

And this is the work of the Holy Spirit. He enlightened 
the judgment with the knowledge of the truth, in order to 
make it practical ; which he efiects by bringing the conscience 
to submit to the sovereignty of God in the law, and to submit 
to the righteousness of G<>d in the gospel. Herein he dts^ 
plays the omnipotent power of his grace, according to the 
promise, John xvi. 8. He carries with demonstration the con* 
viction of guilt, and the conviction of righteouaiess, to the 
conscience. By the former he gives the sinner a real heart* 
felt sense of his sin and misery, and he acknowledges himself 
A convict of the law justly deserving all its penalties, in time 
and eternity: by the latter he sets open a door of hope, shew* 
ing him the' perfect righteousness of the God-man, wrought 
out Uif such guilty creatures as he is : he enables him to 

glead it before the throne, and to trust in it for his acceptance ; 
y which means he finds relief in his conscience, and comfort 
in his heart. Being justified by faith, he has peace with God, 
< through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

What the Holy Spirit teaches, has life as weU as light in iU 
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he has revealed concerning the state of mankind under the 
hUf he applies with divine evidence to the conscience. Under 
his influence, the sinner reads those scriptures, and feels the 
truth of them, ^ as by one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin, so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned : through the oflence of one, judgment came upon all 
msa to condemnation ; for it is written, there is none right- 
eous, no not one ; there is none that understandeth ; there is 
none that seeketh after God : they are all gone out of the way, 
they are together unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, 
no not one. Now we know, that what things soever the laW 
aaith, it commands them who are under the law, that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God.' His mouth is stopped : he has no |^ea to make'; 
jao excuse left. What the law saith he subscribeis to. 'The 
law brings hnn in guilty before God, and in his conscieiice he 
bears his testimony to the law. He a(^knowledges it to b^ 
holy, just, and good, even in its penalties, which he desetv^ 
to suffer* • Formerly he tried in his own strength, and took 
l^eat pains to escape them, but now he gives over all those . 
flelf*righteous attempts. He found that he laboured in vaiii to 
alone for his sins, or to make himself holy. He groans; beiof 
buvdened, under the ruins of the fall. His ignorance, iieb**' tw, 
apostacy, his corruption in every faculty of soul and r/*>Jy, 
tender him unable to take one step in his return to God. 
He owns it, and confesses, that without Christ' he can' do 
nothing. 

O mr soul, consider \diether God has ttiught thee this 
Knowledge of thyself. It is absolutely necessary to iecibncile 
thee to him and to his wayis. ThbU wilt iiever heartily agree 
tO'walk with him by faith, so long as thou hast any thing of 
tii&ie own to trust in, or to dtaw comfort from. Examine 
then ; art thou sensible of thy &11, and dost thou feel the sad 
if[ects of it ? Dost thou know what it is to be alienated from 
Ae life of God ? What I dost thou find to this day the oppo* 
aition of thy sinful nature to the holy law, the flesh lusting in 
thee against the Spirit ? Has God thus convinced thee of sin ? 
If he has, then in thy conscience thou submittest to wkat the 
law savs of thy state. Thv mouth is stopped, and thou art 
guilty before God. Thou hast nothing of thine own to urge 
kk arrest of judgment. - This is an enlightened conscience t 
80 far as it speaks for God, and is guided by his Unerring 
^Mrd. O pray to the Lord, th^ Spirit, and beg of htm to 
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gidiift dieei Into iS buth, dat lie mky-hsmgA^ ^ttfMeiics t» 
submit to the riglfieottsiiess of Jesus, ahd to b^ a fiithfiil wit-, 
ness tar liim. 

This is his proper work in the soul, and what he widertook^ 
in the everlasting covenant. * When he is come (says ChnstV 
he shall convince the world of righteousness e he raall teatiff 
of me, that I am made of God righteousness to believws i au 
he shall glorify me as Jehovah their righteoitsness : thus 
he shall teach tliem my righteousness, with which the Father 
is satisfied ; and he slMiil, through faith, apply it effectually to 
their consciences, and they shall also be satisfied with it.' 
Being justified by faith, mey shall have peace with Godf 
through their Lord Jesus Chnst 

Righteousness is a perfect conformity te the law ; if it \m 
tried by the balance of the sanctuary it isifuU weight ; if by 
the standard, it is full measure ; if judgment be laid to th^ 
line aiid righteoustie^s to the plummet^ it is quite upright* 
There is no defect in it of any kind; This is the righteous* 
ness of the law — ^it must be perfect and< continual* failing* ia 
no one point ! for the unrighteous shall not isherk the king^ 
dom of Ood. And it is aft adjudged case; that there is .none 
righteous, no not one. It is left upon record, that a2i^<ha^ 
sinned, and come short of the glory of Qoi : therefore, by A$ 
deeds of the law, there shall no flesh be justified in his sighjL 
^ When the Holy Spirit has convinced a sinner of his h^jag 
in this unrighteous state, then it becomes an important inquiry* 
flow can l!h^ Judge of all the earth ever look upon and treat 
a sfainer,'as if he was a righteous persou ? To which the go^[Mi 
answers cBrectly, < God hath tAade Christ to bo sin for us« who 
knew no sin, that We might be made the righteousness of Goid 
t?t him.' This was agreed upon in the covenant of (be eteimal 
Three. The Father undertook to maintain die honour anddi^ 
nity of his law and justice. His Coequal Son undertook for^lNiB 
people to come in their nature, and to stand in their place and 
stead ; to act forth^m, wcid to suffer for theni^: As their surety, 
he made himself ainsWierable for their debt of lobedience^ and for 
their debt of silfl'cfrilig. Accordingly, when iSie great Law- 
fuJfifler Cometh int&^'the Worid; he saith, ^^Lo^^Tmme to th tky 
vntti^O God.' He did it in his infinitely hcSy life, in wMch to 
magnified the precept of the law, and made them everbMi- 
ingly'hotiouraDle. He suffered it in his infiftitely hoily pbssio9i 
bearidg'the sinS and sbrrowd of his .peoj;de, their cuanie aad 
wrath in his body ahd feoul upon the laree; until- the unmenae 
Mii hemg paid, he cried out in the triun^iAi of a conqatsriA^, 
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dimq^adying^Jetitfl — * It ujlmtked:^ fortbxoviriidetttliiia 
conqneied death, and him that had the power of death ; that 
18, the devil : he finished the transgression, and made an end 
of sins, and made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in 
everlasting righteousness. 

This is the great leading truth of the gospel, in which the 
peace of conscience is principally concerned. The justly* 
effisnded God is here revealed under the character of a recon- 
eiled father. He gave his Son to be a covenant of the people ; 
who was to fulfil all covenant engagements for them, and he 
has fulfilled them all. The end of his living and dying for 
them is answered. He has finished the transgression, and has 
made peace by the blood of the cross. He has brought in 
everlasting righteousness by his Divine obedience, and the 
Lord is well pleased with kim for his righteousness sake ; yea, 
ke is well pleased also with his body, Uie church. He looks 
upon all the members as he looks upon the Head. He accepts 
Aem in the Beloved. He beholds them in him with perfect 
delight, and rests in his love. He is his father, and their 
lather. He is related to his whole family in heaven and 
earth in the closest bonds of fatherly afiection, and he makes 
his love known to them, and sheds it abroad in their hearts 
by the Holy Ghost. He would have all his children to address 
mm under his dear name. Our Father y which art in heaven ; 
and to expect from his fatherly love all spiritual blessings in 
Christ Jesus. 

When this comfortaUe doctrine is received into the con« 
acience, it sil^aces guilt, and produces peace with God. The 
gospel comes with full authority to establish it in the con- 
acience : for it is therein revealed and proposed to our belief, 
under the character of a Divine record^ made authentic and 
properly enrolled in the court of heaven. The witnesses are 
the eternal Three. Their record is in the nature of a cove- 
nant, confirmed by their joint counsel, and ratified by their 
jomt oath-^the two immutable things, in which it is impos- 
sible for God to lie. He graciously vouchsafed to give the 
heirs of promise this perfect security for their salvation, that 
after they had fled to Jesus for refuge, there might be an end 
of all stnfe in their consciences, and they might have strong 
c<msolation. Accordingly we read, * There are three that bear 
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, 
and these three are one,* A record among men, is an authen- 
tic testimony in writing, entered by authority in one of the 
Ipag's courts, in cwder to preserve the proceedings had upon 
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wnj suit This reeoid contains die final detanninalion of thr 

judges in that cause, and is their memorial of it, and therefoic 
imports in itself such uncontrollable evidence, as to admit ol 
no proof to the contrary. The matter of the record is nerm 
allowed to be tried by a jury, but is of such credit as not to be 
questioned in any instance. This is the nature of a rec<ml ia 
law. And if we receive the witness of men, certainly the wil* 
ness of God is greater ; for this is the witness of God, which 
he hath witnessed of his Son, namely — * He hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son.' To which the Spiril 
beareth witness ; because the Spirit is truth. He has rereaM 
the covenant of life and peace, which was between the Father 
and the Son : he has entered it upon record, and every wwd 
of the record may be pleaded : for it is allowed to he good 
and valid in the court of heaven. As a powerful advocate, he 
pleads the perfect fulfilling of all righteousness in the life and 
death of the God-man ; and the Fadier's perfect acceptance of 
what he did and suffered, as the full redemption-price for all 
his people, and he carries his cause in the court of conscience. 
The awakened sinner is convinced, that the work of Jesus is 
a finished salvation, and that the Divine record is a sufficient 
warrant for him to believe in it. Accordingly he gires it 
credit, and is enabled to plead it against guilt and fear : upon 
which he finds peace with God. Trusting to the blood ot 
crinkling for pardon, and to the righteousness of Jesus for 
acceptance ; he then sees God reconciled to him, and that re 
conciles him to God, and by the Spirit of adoption he cries, 
• Abba, Father.' 

But, perhaps, it may be said, * I believe this, but I do not 
find peace in my conscience.' Nay, but you do not believe it ; 
if you did, it would certainly bring present relief; for guilt 
comes from the broken law, and from the apprehension of 
punishment deserved; but the law has been restored to its 
dignity, and made infinitely honourable by the righteousness 
of Jesus ; how can you believe this, and vet be under guilt f 
The punishment was laid upon Jesus, ana he suffered all that 
was due to his people, as their atoning sacrifice ; how can yott 
believe this, and yet fear that justice will punish you? A 
debtor would not fear o be arrested, if his surety had paid the * 
sum, and got him a fii U discharge. A felon, with the kmg's 
pardon in his pocket, vbould dishonour it greatly, if he was t» 
Uve in continual dread and terror of suffering for his crime. 
Examine carefully, and pray for the right understanding ol 
your case; and, depend upon it, you will find, that either 
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The matter of &ct is the method ]ffovided for quieting the 
guilty coit8cience-*-a provision of exceeding rich grace, and of 
eyeriasting efficacy. The Father gave the Son to be the surety 
for his people, and to live and to die for them, and in their 
stead. The Son has finished the work which the Father gave 
him to do, and is become ^e author of their eternal salvation. 

The record of this fact is in the Scripture. Father, Son, 
and Spirit, the three witnesses in heaven, have by covenant 
and oath attested, that there is life for ev^ one who beheveth 
in Jesus. * God so loved the world, that he gave his only- 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.' 

Now, consider, of what do you doubt ? Has Jesus made 
fall atonement for sin, and brought in everlasting righteous- 
ness ? Has the Father demonstrated, again and again, his 
perfect delight in his person, and his infinite satisfaction in his 
work? Certainly you cannot question this doctrine, if you 
believe the Scripture to be a divine revelation. Do you doubt 
Uien of God's free promise, or his faithfulness to fulfil it? 
What ! can his word be broken ? Can his promise fail ? Hie 
word and promise ratified in the immutable covenant, and 
sealed with the immutable oath of the eternal Three ? This 
is your warrant to believe. And do you question the veracity 
of it ? ' He that believeth not Grod, hath made him a liar.' O 
what a dreadful sin to give the lie to the Holy Trinity ! The 
iPather says, Whosoever cometh ; the Son says. All that come 
unto me, shall be saved: the Spirit says. Come whosoever 
will, let him take of the water of hfe freely, and be saved. Are 
not these faithful saying worthy of all credit ? especially as 
they are delivered with Divine authority, under the great seal 
of Heaven. If doubts still remain, pray against diem, and 
meditate upon the unreasonableness as well as the wicked- 
ness of them, and continue to hear and to read the word of 
God (for faith cometh, and growth too, by hearing,) that you 
may be enabled to put honour upon it by venturing your soul 
upon the Divine faithfulness, to make it good to you. 

Perhaps you may believe the recor 1, which God hath givea 
of his Son, but you cannot do it with steadfastness : you can, 
at times, stay your mind upon God with sweet peace, but yoH. 
are not able to maintain it ; yea, you lose it when you want it 
most. How, in this case, shall the believer keep the petoe of 
Ood ruUng always in his copscience ? 
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ll 19 td %e AiaitiftiinM in lh«* same wBfhy tHiick it; wu ibll 
received. It came by believing, and is diereby strengthenedt 
By the dhedding of the blood of Jesus ChrisI, peeoe was sdade 
between God and man ; by tbe sprinkling of his blood, peae* 
is made between man &hd Godi When this is applied to th« 
conscience by the Holy Spirit, and received by faith* ^ei« it 
a continual preservative against guilt*-* For the blood of Jesui 
Christ cleanseth from all sin.' Here is the witness of Godfc 
find k is always the same. This believed willg always bring 
die same cleansing virtue, and keep Uie conscience pargel 
from 4lead works. If at any time guilt defile it, dien unbelief 
has entered, and has been denying, either that the blood ef 
Christ does cleanse from all sin, or that the Divine testimony 
concerning it does deserve credit. Guilt cannot easily enter 
into the conscience but by one of these two ways. Examine^ 
and see which it is* Do yon doubt of the virtue of Christ'a 
blood, or of the truth of God's record concerning it 7 

You reply, I dare not (jaestion either of them ; yet, neveft- 
theless I cannot, with any settled comfort, maintain peace widk 
God. But it is your privilege to maintain it, confirmed to yop 
by the royal charts of grace, and ratified in it by many express 
promises. Jesus has made peace by the blood of his crosst; 
and if you believe what the God of truth says of it, peace should 
rule in your heart always : for all things are well ordered for 
you, and sure in the everlasting covenant. On the foti oi 
God, all is unalterably fixed and settled. What is it, theii, 
which unsettles you ? Is it something you find in yourself i? 
Is it from indwelling sin, remaining corruption, a body of sin 
and death, or from the weakness of your faith, and of your 
other graces? What ! have you forgotten, that from idl these 
'the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth ? Is it from a suspicion, 
that your peace is not right, because it eM)s and fiows ? Thb 
should humble, but not discourage you : because there is a 
gracious provision made to remove your suspicion. God has 
taken the charge of you and of yourpeace : he ke^s both by 
;his mighty power, as it is written, The peace of God which 
surpasseth all understanding, shall keep with a Safeguard your 
hearts and minds m Christ Jesus. You are as safe in the 
hand of God, at the lowest ebb, as at the highest spring-tide ot 
sensible comfort : because your safegiiard is almighty, and he 
IS equally concerned about your peace, whether yo'i feel it 6t 
not. Your sense of it may vary, but he varies not. There is 
*aEi him no variableness, nor shadow of turning. How shoul4 
the belief of this stay your mind upon jont Ood, and keep 
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nflt out of the conscience, even when you aie wujLig In 
darkness and have no light ! 

O, my soul ! meditate upon those precious truths. Gi^e 
thyself wholly to them. Consider how deeply they eoter ir.t) 
the very heing of thy peace. Unless they be understood, ihoc 
canst not know the way of peace ; and unless they be received 
by faith, thy conscience wul not be purged from guilt and un- 
belief: and, while diese defile it, thou canst not look upon 
God as recol^iled, or delight thyself in him or his ways. Can 
two walk together except thev be agreed ? But when they 
are agreed, and of one mind, then walking with God becomes 
pleasant, and all his paths are peace. 

Search, then, and examine thyself, O my soul, and that not 
lightly, and after the manner of dissemblers with God, but 
dosefy and thoroughly by the light of the Divine word, and 
under the teaching of the Divine Spirit. Dost thou under- 
stand what is revealed concerning the way of peace — what 
was covenanted in the council of the eternal Three — and what 
has been done in consequence of it ? Jesus Christ is the gieat 
peace-maker. He has made peace through the blood of his 
cross. The Father sent him, gave him to be a covenant of 
the people, to fulfil for them ail righteousness, and to be their 
atoning sacrifice. The Father hath seen the work wbich he 
save him to do, and has accepted it ; is perfectly satisfied with 
It, and therefore is infinitely delighted with him, and with all 
his. He would now be known by the high style and title of 
the God of Peace. Fury is not in him to those whom he sees 
in the Beloved. He is a Father, fully, for ever reconciled to 
all his children in Christ Jesus. He loves them, as he loves 
him, with every kind feeling of the most tender parent ; and 
he will bring every one of them to partake with their glorified 
Head of the blessings of his everlasting love. 

If thine understanding be enlightened with this knowledge 
of God, is it effectual in thy conscience ? Canst thou plead it 
there ? This is the principal thing. Hast thou a good con- 
science, freed from guilt and condemnation, by believing the 
record which God hath given of his Son ? He is well jdeased 
with him for his righteousness' sake. His soul delighted in 
the sweet-smelling savour of his Son-s sacrifice ; because he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross, therefore the Father hath highly exalted 
him. This is the witness of God. Dost thou yield to it, and 
give it full credit ? What ! canst thou set to thy seal that God 
is true, and that what satisQed him has perfeotly satMod ^f^ 
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wmi thtnehte ibe peace of God rales in thy cmeeaeDce alwmjr*. 
and by all means? 

K^nember, this is thy privilege* Thou art called to the 
enjoyment of it. The evidence is as full as could be desired- 
for the ending of all strife in thy conscience. The greatest 
honour thou canst put upon the Divine witnesses, is so to end 
it, as to suffer no appeal to be made from their decree. Thy 
conscience should join issue ; it should say the same that Qak 
does; it should plead thy discharge from guilt under the broad 
seal of Heaven ; and should stop the mouth of unbelief with 
those words, written in golden letters in the royal charter ot 
grace — '' There is no condemnation to them tbat are in Christ 
Jesus — they are freely forgiven aU trespasses; they are justi* 
fied from all things. Thy sins and iniquities,^ says God him^ 
self, ' will I remember no more,* These are the immutable 
words of truth. They cannot be broken. O my soul, pal 
honour upon them. Believe them without doubt or wavering. 
Why dost thou draw back thy confidence ? Trust, and not be 
afraid. Thou mayest safely venture to believe all that the Lord 
hath spoken. He will make it good; and the more thou be- 
Uevest, the more will be made good. More faith will bring 
thee in a richer revenue of peace. The Lord increase thy 
faith. May it entirelv influence thy conscience, that it may 
agree with God : neither questioning the infinite value of the 
righteousness and atonement of Immanuel, nor yet the faitl^ 
fmness of his promise, under which thou claimest them — Whoh 
soever will may take them freely. 

. Let thy faith be ever so well established, yet thou wilt meet 
with something every day to try it ; but remember, the foun- 
dation on which thou standest cannot fail, and none, nothing 
shall remove thee from it. The Lord brought thee to build 
upon this foundation. He hath begun the good work, and he 
will not leave his work unfinished. The top-stone shall cep* 
tainly be brought forth with shouting — grace, grace : for his 
love is like himself. His purposes, his word, his works, 
change not. What if thou feel many things wrong in thyself, 
thou art sometimes low in spirits ; thou canst not be pleased 
witn thy corruption, and thou art not pleased with thy duties ; . 
thy graces are weak, thy love not as it should be, thy best ser- 
vices unprofitable ; yet these very things, rightly understood 
and improved by Uie teaching of the Holy Spirit, will be the 
means of establishing thy conscience in the peace of God. 
They will lead thee every day to a greater dependence upon 
aavereign grace; for they will leave thee nothing to trust in 
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to keep thee, but his faithfulness to his word wad work ; saMi 
fiothiiig to bless thee, but his free cofenant mercy. Thus they 
wui work together for thy good. Trials will settle thee, fine- 
mifis will confirm thee in peace. Troubles will bring thee 
ineamr to God. Amidst aQ discounigenents thou wilt have 
this promise to stay thy soul upon^^' I will never leave thee, 
ttor forsake thee.' His friendship is fixed. It springs from 
Ihe purpose and love of his own hreast, and therefore was and 
is always unchangeably the same in him : whom he loveth« 
ike loT^ unto the end. 

Well, than, O my soul, thou hast examined thyself, flow 
18 k with thee ? Dost thou know the way of peace ? Art thorn 
«t peace with God, being justified by faith ? Canst thou plead 
this peace, and maintain it in thy conscience ? Is it a good 
jeonscience— <ioes it witness for God ? Is it a pure conscience, 
sleanaed from guilt and condemnation? Is it satisfied, that the 
Father is perfectly reconciled through the life and death of his 
Son ? And is it satisfied with the divine record, giving thee 
a firee grant of the benefits of his life and death, and putting 
thee into possession by believing? Art thou of one heart and 
of one mind in this matter with the Father, and now, being at 
peace with him, agreed to walk in his way ? If indeed he has 
been thus gracious unto thee, bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
all that is within me praise him for the exceeding nches of his 
4ove. What a mercy is it that he has brought thee into the 
way of peace ! O go on : fear not. Set out daily with a holy 
iiumble* boldness to walk with thy God : and for the guiding 
•of thy feet ifi his way, and that thy steps may not decline froii' 
it, be diligent in hearing and reading the word of God. Study 
it ; pray over it ; mind what encouragement it gives thee— 
^Having therefore, brethren, boldness, to enter into the holiest 
•by the Uood of Jesus, by that new and living way, which he 
hath consecrated for us, through the vail, that is to say, his 
.flesh, and having an high-priest over the house of God, let us 
draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water,' Heb. x. 19, 20, &c. What perfect 
•pea(Se is here proclaimed to the children of God ! Sin had se- 
jparated them from him, but there is access through Jesus. Kb 
is the way to the Father. He is a new way, in opposition to 
4he old way of works, which upon the fall was shut for ever. 
>He is a living way ; all that are alive to God, live by the faith 
4if the Son.of Ood. He is a consecrated way; every C ' 
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needfti! f<M^ Aeir holy walk being provided in Mm, Aa4 they 

are required to walk in this way with boldness ; trusting to 
the blood of Jestis, and depending on the intercession of the 
high*priest over the house of God, they have access with con* 
fidence to the holiest. It is their undoubted privilege to dnw 
near with a true heart, not like a double-minded niaii^, waver* 
ing and unstable ; but with- full assurance of faith, entirely 
satisfied, that God in Christ has nothing in his breast but love 
towards them ; therefore they should believe in him, and serve 
him without fear, having their hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, maintaining peace with God through the continual 
application of the blood of Jesus, and having their bodies 
washed with pure water, body and soul being cleansed from 
the guilt and filth of sm, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost. 

O may this be my happy experience. May I ever havte 
grace to draw near to my reconciled Father with a good con- 
science. Tea, Lord, this is my heart's desire. I would walk 
with thee day by day in perfect peace. O deny me not the 
request of my lips. Glory be to thy free love, that througlk 
Jesus I am suffered to have access into thy presence, and am 
commanded to come with boldness into the holiest of all. Lo, 
I come before thee, holy Father, to plead the blood-shedding 
and the righteousness of thy dear Son ; and I hope my plea 
^11 be achnitted, through the intercession of the hi^-priest 
6f the house of God. O look, thou God of peace, upon the 
face of th5r Beloved. See me in him. I desire to be found 
in him. And for his sake let die faithful witness for thy love 
in Jesus abide with me, that in hearing and reading thy word 
in prayer and meditation, he may increase my faith and love 
to thee. 

O God, the Holy Ghost, I beseech thee to make practical 
upon my heart what thou hast revealed in Scripture of the 
Father's love. Deliver me from guilt and condemnation by 
the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus. Apply it effectually; 
apply it continually. Help me to believe wim more comfort 
in my conscience, and with more steadfastness in my walk. 
that his blood cleanseth from all sin. blessed Spirit, carry 
on thy work in my soul. Lead me from faith to ftiith, that I 
may at all times have freedom to enter within the vail to a re- 
conciled God and Father, and may be able to maintain 
peace with him, against doubts and fears, against corruptions 
and enemies. O teach me to draw near to him with a true 
heart, steadfastly persuaded of his love, and in full assurance 
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9f ftith. Tlu8 is thy gncioas office : O folfil it in me, tkai 
my heart may be spriEdded from an evil conscience, and my 
body washed with pure water. Let me find grace sufficient 
for me, for Jesus' sake : to whom with thee, O Father, and 
the eternal Spirit, three persons in one JehoTah, be equal 
honour and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



CHAP. in. 

The believer in^lt heart deAves to God, and walki with bfm in love. 

This depends entirely upon a good conscience. There can 
be no love of God, unless diere be first peace with God. No 
convinced sinner can love him, until he believes him to be 
reconciled. While guilt remains in the conscience, enmity 
wiU keep its place in the heart : for so long as he looks upon 
his sins unpardoned, and God the just avenger of them, he 
must consider him as a jealous God, and a consuming fire. 
In this view there is every thing that can increase his guilty 
fears. And while these defile the conscience, instead of walk- 
ing with God, he would run away from him, and, like the first 
ofienders, he would foolishly try to hide himself from the pre« 
sence of God. 

But when the Holy Spirit has discovered the way of peace, 
and has enabled the sinner to find peace, being pardoned and 
justified through faith in Christ Jesus, then he looks upon God 
m another light. He can view him, according as he has pro- 
claimed himself — the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra- 
cious, long-sufiering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, 
and sin. Under this endearing character, the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ is revealed in Scripture. Thus 
would he be considered in the covenant of grace — ^related in 
the nearest bond of afiection to all his children. He is their 
l**ather, the Father of mercies, freely loving, freely forgiving, 
Ireely accepting them in the Beloved. The Holy Spirit cor. 
linces them of it, and sheds the Father's love to them abroaa 
ji their hearts ; the sense of which sweetly inclines them to 
love him again. Love begets love. God has put on the tender 
bowels of an ever-loving parent, and he gives them the affec* 
lion of dutiful children. They love him, because he first 
loved them. Then it is the delight of their souls to culti« 
▼ate and improve this love on their part, and it becomes theii 
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hetivem Qpta earth to waOc with their CM in die waj* 
wherein he has appointed to meet them, to love them, and 
to bless them. 

The main point then in the Christian walk is to know how 
to maintain peace in the conscience ; because this is a power- 
ful motive upon which the believer first sets out, and it is tba 
great spring which keeps him going on. While his conscienee 
continues pure and undefiled, and the peace of God rules in 
it, all is well. He does not stop, he does not halt in the 
way. But when guilt enters, unbelief certainly follows 
close after it, and then there is a fresh controversy in the 
court of conscience. Many doubts arise, and afibrd matter for 
strife and debate. The sense of peace is not only disturbed* 
but is also for a time destroyed by such suspicions as these : 
Am I freely pardoned ? Is God fully reconciled to me ? Is 
he still my loving Father? I fear not. I have done so and 
so. He is certainly displeased with me, and therefore I dare 
not approach him, as I used to do, with love and confidence. 
This is an evil conscience. It is not purged firom dead works ; 
because guilt is still in it, and this keeps the soul at a distance 
from God. It begets a coldness and a shyness to him, and by 
shutting out the comfortable sense of his love, makes way for 
fear of wrath. Then the motives to walk with God lose their 
influence, and an evil heart of unbelief tempts the man to 
depart from the living God. 

Look well then, O my soul, to this leading truth, which has 
such universal influence over the Christian walk. Attend to 
the peace of thy conscience. See it be true peace, and mind 
it be well settled. Learn to maintain it upon gospel motives. 
The heart follows the determination of conscience; and 
cleaves to the Lord, or departs from him, according as the 
conscience excuses or accuses. It is therefore absolutely 
necessary for our peace, that we should know how God has 
shewn himself reconciled in Christ Jesus. This character of 
him in the Scriptures should be studied. Whoever has been 
enabled to call him Abba, Father, should implore the assist- 
ance of the Holy Spirit for an increase of fiath, and should 
make use^of all appointed means for his growth in the know«* 
ledge of the love of the heavenly Father. The apostle is 
upon this subject in Rom. v. a chapter abounding with pow- 
erful arguments to establish the peace of God in the conscience : 
in order that the love of God may rule in the heart. He givet 
us this account of the privileges of a justified man. He has 
peace with God through Jesus — ^by whom he has free access 
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to GM^^ in t«f8t&.<^ giace-HstMMk ia il Vy tk« :poveV:«l: 
Gh>d-4ia8 leaMn to rejoice (come what will) in hope, of the 
glory to be revealed — and whatever he meets with in the way 
to ^ory^ahocdd increase the rejoicing of his hope, «j|d confirm 
his heart in the bve of God to him^ Observe how divinely 
tiie apoBtk tqpeaks : * Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Cl^ist: by 
whom idso we have access by &ith into this grace wherein we 
standi and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God ; and, not 
only BQ, but we rejoice in tribujati<ms also, knowing well that 
tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience, and 
ejqraQBBce hope ; and hope maketh not ashamed, because the 
love of God is shed aluroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, 
who is given unto us.' 

What.piivileges! how maity, how firee^ how Idessed, are 
hm^ dechured to be the portion of the justified man, which he is 
to enjoy tin hJn reconciled Grod! Each of them tending to 
estaUisk' peace in bis conscience,! and love in his heart, that 
he may deUght^htnfiself in God and in his ways. . Th^ first 
andxlun&blessmg in experience^ which; d«aws after- it all the 
rest, is the Spirit — 

Tb«< Holy Ghost is given unto him* to be a witness for 
Jesus, and to shed abrowl the Father's love through him. He 
comes as the Spirit of life to quicken the soul, which had been 
dead in trespasses and sins, and to bring it to the knowledge 
of salvation, which he does, secondly, by the giA of jdeuth. • 

' Being justified by faith.' He enables the sinner to believe 
hi the Pushed work of the God-man, and to trust to the 
free grant of it in the word of God; whereby he sees himseli 
fully justified ; through the atonement of Jesus freed from sin 
and gaik; through th^ qghteousj^ess of Jesus entitled to life 
and 'gl(»y ; aad Sierefore,' thirdly^ he has 

Peace with God through Jesus Christ his Lord : he sees 
God is at peace with him — ^perfectly and continually reconciled* 
The peace is everlasting which was made through the blood 
of :the eterlasting covenant. The belief of this quiets and 
satisfies the sinner's conscience; which being purged by tlie 
blood, and justified by the righteousness, of Jesus Christ his 
Iiofd, ia at peace, is freed from guilty fears, and is reconciled 
to God, yea^ to the- justice of God, who can now be just, and yet 
the justifier of the ungpdly^ To what high honour is he the« 
called i . He is admitted into friendship with God, and has, 

Fourthly, Access by faith into his grace, wherein he stands 
•-ofK^cess to amerey-seat, to which he is invited to come freelyt 
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access wiih confideace are required and commaiided. * Le| 
tis come boldly to the throne of grace; having boldness H 
anter into the holiest by the Mood of Jesus,' let ua l^ Udth 
make much use of that new and living way, which he haifc 
opened for us. O what a mercy is it dius to have access to a 
gincious Father ! How much is* fbe mercy iAcreaaed hy his 
aettluig his children in it ! We ttamd in it, says the ^MMitlei 
denoting the being fixed in a state of perfect acceptance, confer* 
T^d by sovereign grace, brought into it by unchangeable love, 
and k^t in it by the power of a faithful God, how strei^[theniag 
to fiiith, how ^leouraging to hope ! for, 

FifUiIy, We rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Faith 
relies upon the truth of what God hath promised, and hope 
waits for the enjoyment of the good in the promise, but mora 
especially fot the glory which is to be reresled. This 1m^ 
of ^lory is full of rejoicing: because every thing which hope 
looks at and draws its joy from, depends on the truth and 
fiuthfulness of a covenant God ; there can be no failing on hia 
part, and dierefore on the believer's there can be no disapr 
pointment. On this ground hope casts its anchor, both sura 
and steadfasty md fin& all safe diuring the storms of life^ yea« 
has many a sweet foretaste of the promised glory brought into 
the- soul- by these very storms \ far, 

-^ Sixthly, We rejoice in tribulations also. These are so far 
from .taking away the joy of the justified man, that they tend 
greatly to mcrease it, and to make it more holy, aa well a$ 
more happy. Tribulations produce a plentiful harvest ojf 
bles&dngs ;: they bring forth 

Patience,' giving occasion to exercise the graces of the 
Spirit^ to find the truth and the power of tbemi and thereby 
working suhmis^on under the cross to' the will of God. ^ ft 
ia good for me,' says David, * that I have been afflicted ;' his 
trouhles broijght him to God. — ' Before I was affliotedj I Went 
astray;' His troubles kept him near to Godtdependoit on the 
Divine strength to bear them with patiwfeoo,. and for a happy 
isanieoutofiUiem. Whereby he lewnt 

fi3q)erience, which follows suffering and patience. Tribu- 
lataona teach us what we are as sinnera^^d what God is to 
his reconciled children. They make «s aensible of our weakr 
ness, and of our being strong only in the Lord — of our misery], 
and' of his comforts~^-of what we deserve, and of what he 
save^ us from: they bring us to live Out of ourselves, upon 
^ aure mer^ieo of a cc tenant God r wheieby our hope bp 
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hSm being tried, and Ivy trials confirmed, we discover his kum 
to us in suffering ; and by daily experience become quite satisN 
fied, that our 

Hope is in the grace of the Holy Spirit ; for it answers th« 
Scripture-character; it rejoices in tribulation. It has good 
reason so to do. It experiences God's faithfulness. Every 
thing promised being made good to us in time, we thereby 
grow up in the full assurance of hope, that we shall not fail ot 
receiving the promised glory. And this 

*' Hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God in 
shed dbroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, who is given 
unto us.' He is given to satisfy our hearts of the love oi 
God to us, and to lead us to study the nature and the perfect 
tions of his love. Behold ! what manner of love, what a free^ 
^11, sovereign, and everlasting love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us. It is actually bestowed and enjoyed by the power 
of the Holy Ghost He shews us how the Father loved us^ 
even when we were without strength ; yea, herein God com- 
mendeth his love towards us, in diat while we were sinners 
and enemies, he gave his Son to live and die for us ; much 
more then being now justified, we shall be saved from wrath, 
and brought to glory, through hinu How does this commend 
and set off the love of God! It is the first cause of all the 
graces here mentioned, and bestows them upon the most 
Unworthy. Faith, justification by faith, access to God, stand- 
ing in a justified state, rejoicing in hope of glory, and rejoicing 
in the way to it, even in tribulations, because they exercise 
and improve patience, and put our graces to such trials, as 
convince us that they are the true graces of the Holy Spirit, 
and that we shall never be ashamed of our hope in GtnL In 
this golden chain of experience, love is the uppermost link^ 
It was the first, and draws after it all the rest. The free love 
of the Father gave his Son for us, and with him gave us 
all things: the same love has now given his Spirit to us, 
and he has enabled us to know and to believe, that we are 
justified, have access to a reconciled God, stand accepted 
before him, dec. and that he is our loving God and Father 
in Jesus. The sense of this warms the heart, and sweetly 
and powerfully influences the affections to delight in, and 
to walk in love with, such an exceedingly gracious and mer* 
ciful God. 

In this delightful portion of Scripture, the Holy Sjnril 
teaches us, how he brings sinners to know that God loves 
Aenu It is by believing in the righteousuess and atonement 
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witk God in the conscience, and love to God in the heart 
There is an inseparable connexion between those two graces : 
die one cannot exist without the other. Whoerer knows the 
God of peace, will find that God is love : for being justified 
by faith, he will thereby see that God is at peace with him, 
and himself in a state of fireo acceptance before him ; in which 
he shall stand and be kept safe, until he receives the promised 
glory : the hope of which will be confirmed by his daily ex* 
perience of God's faithfulness, making all things, even tribu* 
uitions, work together for his good in the way to glory : thus 
will the Holy Spirit satisfy him of the love of God to his soul. 
And the persuasion of his love begets love. It softens the 
hard heart ; it warms the cold heart ; it works kindly upon 
all the afiections ; and, by setting before them every possible 
good to be enjoyed in their leconciled God, it mightily dis* 
poses them to seek their supreme happiness in walking hum* 
bly and closely with him. 

Attend then, O my soul, to this Scripture. Meditate upon 
the experience of wnich it treats. Pray for it ; pray for more 
of it. And, above all, observe the great truth here taught 
thee by the Holy Ghost, namely, that thou canst not have any 
true love of God but what arises from the sense of his being 
at peace with thee in Jesus. O beware of false teachers ; for 
there is great reason. Many talk big of their loving God for 
his own inherent loveliness. A fundamental mistake. Mystics 
Quakers, natural religion men, dreaming metaphysicians, and 
uie motly tribe of moralists and deists, pretend to love an 
absolute God, without viewing him in the-covenant of grace, 
•r as he has revealed himself in the incarnation of his Son. 
There has been ho love of this kind in any heart upon the 
earth for near six thousand years. Adam in paradise might 
love him thus : but when driven out of paradise for sin, he 
could love him so no more. The promised seed of the woman, 
the Word made fiesh, became then the object of his faith, and 
the only ground of his love. The Scripture has clearly deter- 
mined this : *• We love him, because he first loved us — And 
in this was manifested the love of God towards us, because 
that God sent his only-begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through him.' When the Holy Ghost has taught 
this love of God to sinners, and by believing has manifested 
it to Uieir hearts : then they love him upon Christian princi- 
Dles ; and sinners cannot love him upon any other. They 
ove him for that infinite mercy whi<^ led him to send his 
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people : they lovekiiti for sending the Holy Ghost 4o enaUe 
&em to eee the e^erkstk^ suffieiency of this sal^vation, and 
to heliefe die record of Gad cooceming it: whereby they 
eome to experience how much the Father loved them. TMs 
is heaven begim. The Father's love shed alwoad in the heart 
by the Holy Ghost, is theioretasie of glory. Whoever enjoys 
it, has found what is mofe to be desired than gold ; yea, diaa 
much fine gold, sweeter, also than hooey «nd the honey-con^* 
O, it is indeed heaven npoa earth. .To .preserve it, to inifMrove 
it, is become the only study of the happy believer. The pant* 
ing of his soul is af^rmore of this love. The prayer of his 
faith is, O thou eternal Spirit, help me so to walk with my 
most loving Father, as that I may maintain peace with him in 
my conscience, and a growing love to him in my heart, 
until thou bring ipe to the. enjoyment of everlasting peace 
a&dlove« 

The prayer of a righteous man.prevaileth much, being 
ofiered with energy. By the love of fikt Spirit it is answered. 
He not only preserves, but also increases his own graces. He 
leads the believer to fresh discoveries of the Father's lore, 
and puts him into possession of the exceeding rich treasures 
of it. He helps him to draw very strong arguments for :the 
comfort of his heart from the perfect freshness of Divine love« 
Thus he reasons*^. 

Although I am beset with temptaticms, and Assaulted with 
Qorruptions, and in a world of troubles^ 3ret I need not .fisar, but 
€k>d will bring me safe through all ^ for I know he loves me. 
bis plain he does. I could never have loved him, unless he 
had first freely loved me.: My love is only the reflection of 
his. I have been convinced of sin, but it was not from myself: 
the conviction: was of God« I have been convinced of ligjkt* 
«ousnes8, and I put my. whole trust in the righteousness of 
Jesus. He is the only ground of my hope. I now rest my 
soul upon the sure foundation, whichhe hath laid : and this 
-fJEUth is not of myself; it is the gift of God. I nscnbe it to 
his sovereign grace, that I have been enabled to look upon the 
Father as reconciled to me, pardoning me through the blood< 
shedding of his Son, accounting me righteous through the 
obedience of his Son, and in him accepting, loving, and bless- 
ing me. How could I experi^ice these things but by the 
•power of the Holy Ghost? And for what did I deserve to 
experience them ? The reason must be found in the riches of 
his own free grace.«>^I>id the Fi^er foresee any thing good in 
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afe, fer which he chose me in his 6on f Was it flnr any wor 
diiness of mine, that the Son vouchsafed to tdce flesh, and 16 
live and ^ie for jne ? Was it for any foreseen works* fiuth* 
fulness, or diligence in means, that the Holy Ghoet called me 
to know, to helieve, and to enjoy the Father's love through the 
Son's salvation ? O no. Away with such thoughts. I dare 
claim nodiing for mine own but sin luid shame. Not unto 
me, Lord, not unto me, but unto the^ be all the glory, it wits 
the good pleasure of thine own wiU, which chose me before 
the foundation of the world, and accepted me in the Beloved ; 
and now I know that thy counsels of ^d are iaithfuln^ss and 
truth. I experience the happy fruit and efiect of them. I am 
brought to believe in thee, and to lore my God and Father, 
which I am satisjfied I could never have done, if thy free love 
had not first purposed to save nie, and now carried chy pur- 
poses into execution. To the praise of the glory of thy dis- 
tinguishing grace, I am in possession of the things vMeh 
accompany salvation. O give me more grace, that I may 
daily make a better use of them, and may return thee better 
praise for thy free gifts of' free grace. 

' It is free, and it ia also cofsenant love. This is another of 
its divine properties. God commendeth his love towards the 
heirs of promise, by giving them full security for its unchiEUige- 
ftbleness ; and this view the Holy Spirit opens to them for Sie 
support of their faith in times of trial. When they are walk- 
ing in darkness and have no light, troubled "on ef^ty skle, 
without are fightings, within are fears, when in greal heavi- 
ness through failings in duty, through risings of corruption, or 
through manifold temptations, then he discovers to them the 
treasures of covenant love, and enables them to draw rich con- 
solation from that heavenly storehouse. An heir of promise 
under his teaching is often supported in this way — ^It is true, I 
am in trouble, but not forsaken. What if every thing I have 
and am in myself makes against me, yet God is on my side, a 
covenant God: for I believe the eternal Three entered into 
covenant before all worlds, and with manifold wisdom ordered 
all things relating to the heirs of promise. For their sakea* 
and to end all strife in their consciences about the certainty 
of their salvation, it pleased the blessed Trinity to enter into 
covenant, and to condSrm their covenant by oath, thus giving 
ihem two immutable things to trust in, in which it is impos- 
sible for God to lie. O, how strengthening to faith is this view 
of the unchangeableness of covenant love ! If it be but a man's 
cove&ant, b^g properly signed and sealed, no one disannuUeth 
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or addeth thereto. And who shall disannul or add to the eo-^ 
Tenant of the Trinity ? The creature cannot. God will not. 
His purpose of bringing many sons to glory is uniBLlterably 
fixed in his own mind, and in order to make it a sure ground 
for their fiiith, he confirmed his immutable covenant by his 
immutable oath. On this security I rest my soul. A cove- 
nant Ood has enabled me to trust in his covenant engage* 
ments. Hence I see every thing relating to my salvation 
absolutely certain in the counsel and covenant of Ctoi : and I 
took upon mv faith to be one of the efiects of my being in the 
covenant And faith as a covenant gift is an immutable gift. 
What a blessing is it, that the gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance ! It has been given me on the behalf of 
Christ to believe. And is not this firom covenant love ? What 
else could bring me to trust in covenant fiiithfuhiess? There* 
fore by believing I have immutable things to depend upon for 
the certainty of my salvation. Upon them would I stay my 
soul, as well as I may, and fix my heart upon them. that i 
could bring more glory to my covenant God, by trusting him 
with unsh&en coi^dence ! His love to me demands it at my 
hands. His love contrived the plan of salvation. Love pro- 
vided every thing needful to carry it into execution. The 
evidence which he has given of this, was from the overflow- 
ings of love. His word of promise, ratified by covenant, con- 
firmed by oath, the oath of the holy, blessed, and glorious 
Trinity, made to satisfy the heirs of promise of the Divine will 
concerning them — O what miracles of love are these ! And all 
to assure them, that the heart of Jehovah is invariably towards 
them for good ! Tes, Lord, this is the great love wherewith 
thou lovest me. And this is the evidence of love. Thou hast 
brought me to believe it, and to put some honour upon it. I 
desire to trust to thy covenant engagements without wavering. 
Establish, strengthen, settle my faith. Increase it firom day 
to day, that I may grow in the knowledge and ejqperience ol 
that love which passeth knowledge. For, 

It is a free covenant, and also an everlasting love. This is 
another of its most glorious properties. His love knows 
neither beginning nor end. It is without variableness, ok 
shadow of turning. The heart of God is always one and the 
same towards his chosen people ; for he loveth them firedy : 
the motives to it were all in and from his own breast The 
covenant was distinguishing love, secured to the heirs of pro- 
mise by the most solemn engagements. And this crowns all. 
His love is of the same date with the covenant — not oi4y be 
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Aire all worlds, but also fr<»a Eternity. Therefinw it.ia 

frequently called in Scripture an eyerlasting coTenant, anil 
covenant love is said to be according to the eternal purpose, 
wliich he had purchased in Christ Jesus our Lord : whereby, 
before the foundations of the world were laid, he hath con 
stantly decreed by his counsel, secret to us, to deliver from 
curse and damnation those whom he hath chosen in Christ 
out of mankind, and to bring ^^m by Christ to everlasting 
salvation, as vessels, made to honour. Here is a never-failing 
source of com(o»t to a believing heart. Meditate, O my soui, 
upon it. Consider, what God hath done for thee, and give 
him the glory of his precious love. Has he not called thee 
by his Spirit, working in thee in due season ? Hast thou not 
obeyed Uie call? Dost thou not depend upon the finished 
work of God thy Saviour ? Art thou not justified freely by 
faith in him ? Art thou not seeking daily to mortify the works 
of the flesh, and thy earthly members, and that thy mind may . 
be drawn up to high and heavenly things ? Certainly these 
are good proofs of the purposes of the Father's love towards 
thee : because these are the happy effects of his purposes, 
now taking place in thy soul. O how greatly should this 
consideration establish and confirm thy faith of eternal salva* 
ion to oe enjoyed by Christ, and thereby kindle thy love 
owards God. He has, indeed, drawn thee by the sweet 
attraction of his Spirit unto himself, and he has explained to 
thee the motive for his so doing — * Yea, I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love, therefore with loving kindness have 
I drawn thee.' His love, discovered to thee in time, is the 
fruit of his love before time : for the one is the effect of the 
other. If love had not been always in his heart towards thee, 
thy heart could never have been drawn in love to him. But 
he has drawn it ; and thou art seeking to have it drawn more 
closely to him. Is it not thy daily wish ? O for more love 
to my gracious Father — ^what a love has he shewn to me— • 
what a free, covenant, everlasting love ! And yet, alas ! wha 
poor returns do I make him ! Holy Spirit of love, raise ana 
exalt my affections, and let the consideration of the wonderfu. 
love of my heavenly Father to me increase mine to him, ana 
let mine al)ound yet more and more in knowledge, and in al. 
sensible experience. 

The Holy Spirit, who is the great teacher and manifester o 
the Father's love, has revealed these properties of it in Scrip 
ture, for the establishment of the faith of the children of God 
He would have them believe assuredly that God is the^r Fa 
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ther, not in name only, but io deed and in trutli ; Ati he Inn 
the bowels of the lenderest parent, and that he freely, fully, 
everlastingly lores them in his dear Son. As he loves him, 
so he loves them. He embraces the head and the members 
with the same affection. And because they can hardly believe 
this in times of trial and trouble, the Holy Spirit would satisfy 
their hearts of it, by discovering to them the unchangeable- 
ness of their Father's love, as it has been manifested in the 
Divine covenant, and confirmed with the Divine oath. In 
both which, the witness of the Father to his children is given 
in this manner — ^I have freely loved you, I have engaged to 
love you, and I will ever be mindful of my covenant-engage- 
ments — as I live, saith the Lord, I will love you unto the end 
— yea, I will bless you with all spiritual and eternal blessmgs 
in Christ Jesus — ^what he, your elder brother, is, now in glory, 
that will my love make you — ^the mountains shall depart, and 
the hills shall be removed, but my kindness shall not depart 
from you, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, 
saith the Lord that hath mercy on you. 

These are faithful sayings and worthy of all acceptation. O 
evil heart of unbelief, what pretence hast thou to reason against 
the truth of them? ye of little faith, wherefore do ye doubt 
of receiving the goodness of them ? Your Father is not a man, 
that he should lie, neither the son of man, that he should alter 
his purpose. Hath he said, and shall he not do it ? Or hath 
be spoken, and shall he not make it good ? Yes, the purpose 
of fails heart, spoken with his mouth, shall be made good with 
his arm: all his perfections stand engaged to establish his 
faithful word, and therefore it is a safe ground to build and 
to rest upon. Trusting to it, the believer may boldly claim 
the promised blessings of his Father's love ; and with a hope, 
that will never make him ashamed, he may expect a growmg 
enjoyment of its free covenant and eternal blessings. 

Well, then, O my soul, thou hast considered the subject. 
What are thy sentiments of the love of the Father? Are 
they such as the Scripture teaches ? Take heed of error. A 
little mistake here will have dreadful effects upon thy walk. 
Dost thou believe, that thou, coming to the Father, through 
faith in the life and death of his co-equal Son, art pardoned 
and justified before him, and that this thy cwning to the 
Father, through the Son, is from the grace of the Spirit? 
Therefore the Three that bear record in heaven do witness to 
thy being an object of covenant love. Does this witness keep 
thy conscience quiet, and thy heart happy ? Canst thou pJead 
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h i^fftinst guilt and fear, and maintain the influence of it in 
dark and trying times ? the love of thy heavenly Father is 
immutable : dost chou experience it to lie so ? It is everlast- 
ing : canst thou dep^oid upon it as such ? It has provided all 
blessings for thee in Jesus : art thou receiving them out of 
his Mness, grace for grace ? It is proposed to thy faith in 
John xvii. and in Eph. iii. as a never-failing spring of conso- 
lation. Read and try, whether thou art practically acquainted 
with what is there written. Examine the character of the 
Father's love ; and be assured what is not agreeable to it, is 
not the teaching of the Holy Spirit. His office in thy soul is 
to witness to what he has revealed in the Scripture, to explain 
U to thine understanding, to make it the ground of thy fiith, 
and the enjoyment of thy heart. Dost thou then understand, 
and believe, and enjoy, the Father's love, according to what 
the Holy Spirit has testified of it ? 

Perhaps thou art clear in thine understanding, but through 
the wealmess of thy faith hast but little enjoyment of the love 
of God. Why is thy faith weak ? Search into the cause 
(depend upon it, God is not the cause ;) and, having discovered 
it, inquire into the remedy. There is provision made in the 
covenant for all the infirmities of thy faith : for it was well 
ordered in all things and sure, and thy faith was well ordered 
and sure— infallible securities were provided in the covenant 
to make it sure. That thou shouldst have it, that thou 
shouldst keep it, and keep it too unto the end, the blessed 
Trinity have engaged, by their immutable counsel, and their 
immutable oath. Therefore, thou art now kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation. The power of God, 
which is thy keeper, has given thee faith, and keeps thy faith, 
that it fail not. Thou and it are well kept. A covenant God 
has the charge of both. Almighty love watches over thee, 
and underneath are the everlasting arms. Till these fail, thy 
fMth cannot fail. O what powerful motives are these to induce 
thee to believe without wavering ! Consider them carefully. 
And may the Lord render them the means of strengthening 
thy faith, and of thereby enabling thee to cleave more closely 
in love to thy heavenly Father. 

It may be, thou art hindered from living by unshaken faith, 
because thou hast so little love to God — ^he ought to have all 
thy heart and soul, and mind and strength, but it grieves thee 
to observe what a small part he has of them. This view is 
always humbling. Our love, at best, is not what it ought to 
be. It is not constant : it ebbs and flows. It is not perfect • 
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&e flesh histsth ahnys contnrj to the l^iiit. It is not nha 
God deserves as payment for love received : who will com- 
pate the full Talue of his love to one redeemed sinner? On 
earth it snrpasseth knowledge : in heaven it surpasseth all 
letoms of pndse. The highest love of glorified saints is only 
acknowledgment, put not payment. They are perfectly hnm- 
Ue, and therefore willing tluit God should have all the glory 
of their salvation. To lum they ascribe it The same mind 
in thee would refine thy love, and make it something like 
theirs. When thou art considering thy love to God, and 
ashamed at the sight of it, then look at his. hock especially 
at his, when thine is little. Believing views of his will in- 
crease thine : thine has nothing else to excite it, or to nourish 
It Thou art not called upon to warm thyself with the sparks 
of thy love to God, but with the pure constant flame of his 
love to thee. He is to keep unp thine. His is the first cause, 
and thine is but the eflfect The experience of this will heal 
all the infirmities of thine. When thy love is little, unsettled, 
cold, and dull, then study the Divine properties of his : these 
rightly understood will increase, settle, warm, and actuate 
thine affections. By believing meditation, thou wilt find a 
pardon provided for ikj little love ; the sense of it will com- 
fort thy conscience. Thy heart will grow hot within thee; 
while diou art musing the fire will kindle. It will break out 
Thou wilt speak with thy tongue praise and thanksgiving to 
thy loving God and Father. 

Thou art willing, then, my soul, and ready to set out 
to follow thy God. Under the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
thou hast chosen him for thy portion, and, in a constant de- 
pendence upon his grace, thou hast taken his way for thy 
daily walk. How great is the love, wherewith he loyeth 
thee I Survey it. Measure, if thou canst, the dimensions 
of it in thine own particular case. The more thou art ac- 
quainted with it, the readier wilt thou be to give him all the 
glory of it, and to make such acknowledgments as these: 

I speak the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience beannfi 
me witness in the Holy Ghost, that, being justified by fa"^* 
have found peace and free access to a reconciled God. We 
are agreed, and now I desire to walk with him. He is my 
Father in Jesus, and I know he has bowels of the tenderest 
aiiection for me. I ought not, it would be base in roe to 
question it, since he has shed his love abroad in my heart by 
tne Holy Ghost ; who has made me of one mind, of one heari» 
and of one way with himself. His way is become mine : ^o^ 
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lie lias reconciled me to it, by causingf me to see that he has 
ekoeen me freely, as an object of his electing love, that he 
gare his Son to finish salvation work for me, and that he has 
now given his Spirit to me, who has called me, and given me 
ears to hear, who has bestowed on me fiedth and hope, and has 
eoMed me to look upon these as fruits of the Father's cove- 
nant grace and everlasting favour. O what exceeding riches 
of love are these ! If I would declare and speak of them, they 
are more than can be numbered. What am I, that I should 
be accepted in the Beloved ? His Father mine. He sees me, 
loves me, yea, blesses me in him. My title is clear to all spi* 
ritual blessings, because God, being my Ood in Jesus, all 
things are mine. He will make them all work together for 
my good. He that withheld not his own Son, but gave him 
for me, how shall he not with him freely give me all things ? 
Having his free grant of them in the word of promise, and 
trusting to his faithfulness, I have set out to walk with my 
Divine Friend and Father, hoping to enjoy his loving presence 
all the way to heaven. I would not aim at getting any new 
title to his love, but to have new enjoyment. Every day I 
am seeking for more knowledge, and for more experience of 
his abundimt love to me in his beloved Son. And, for this 
end, I would walk close with him in his way — ^not to buy his 
love, it is inestimable — not to merit it, free grace and merit 
caanot stand together — ^not that I may deserve it for my walk, 
but may freely receive it of him in my walk— ^not that he may 
«ive it me for walking with him, but mat in walking with him 
I may enjoy what he has already given me. Hu love is a 
free gifr. I would by fiedth enjoy it in time, as I hope by 
sense to enjoy it in eternity. Whatever blessing, strength, 
victory, or comfort, I stand in need of, I lo<^ to the fnliMess 
which he has laid up in Jesus, and from thence I receive it 
I read my title to it, and I take possession of it, for nothing 
done in me or by me, now or at any other time, but only in 
and for the free grace of his Father and my Father. While I 
can live thus by simple faith, I find I am enabled to go on well. 
The sense of his free, covenant, everlasting love, keeps my 
heart happy, and makes walking with him my delight that 
he may enable me to press forward, that I may hold my con- 
fidence, and the rejoicing of hope, steadfast unto the end ! 
And why need I doubt of it, since he has me in his keeping? 
His love has bound iUself to me by covenant engagements, 
which are my full security for what he has declared — * I will 
never leave thee nor knme thee.' 

.1* 
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'[Hiese desires, I. am persuaded, are from flice, O Fatli^ rf 
mercies. I could never have sought my happiness in thy love. 
unless thou hadst first loved me. O grant me then die desires 
of my heart. What thy good Spirit has put me upon seeking, 
let me by his grace find continually. He has manifested to 
me thy perfect reconciliation to thy people, through the lift 
and death of Jesus. It has been given me on his behalf to 
believe this. I have therefore taken thee for my Gird and my 
portion, and I would so walk with thee as to obtain a growing 
knowledge and experience of thy love. For this cause I bow 
my knees unto thee, holy Father. O hear and answer the 
prayer of faith. Give me grace to walk with thee in love, 
all the way to glory. I ask it in the name of Jesus : for thou 
art the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whcmi the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named. One Fatlier, one 
family, one love. Thou receivest all thy children, whether 
in heaven or in earth, into the same near relation, and em- 
bracest them with the same dear afifection in thy beloved 
Son. O what a mercy is this ! Blessed, for ever Hessed, 
be thy fetherly love, which chose me to be of thy fiatmily, 
and which has brought me to know that I am a chikL of 
€rod, by faith in Christ Jesus. I thank thee for giving me 
the desire to live as such, aod to walk worthy of my high 
calling. O grant me then, according to the riches of tky 
glory (out of diine infinite treasury of grace, and to the pndse 
of the glory of thy grace,) to be strengthened with might by 

a Spirit in the inner man. He is the promise of the Fa^ier. 
thy children have their new birth, and every faculty of 
the new man from him, and by the working of his mighty 
power they are kept, as well as renewed, day by day : fiw 
without him they can do nothing. Of this he has thorong^bly 
convinced me. 1 know I cannot call thee Father, nor believe 
in thee, nor love thee, but by thy Spirit. O my Ood, 
strengthen me effectually by his grace in the inner man, 
for every purpose of spiritual life. Whatever he has engaged 
to do in thy children, let him do it in me, that dirough his 
presence and power Christ may dwell in my heart by faith. 
O let him continually discover to me mine interest in Christ, 
and open to me the exceeding riches of thy love in him. 
Holy Father, let thy good Spirit abide with me, that I may 
know for certain Christ is one with me, and I am one with 
him, and may thereby be able to maintain constant fellowship 
with him — he dwelling in me, and J in him. O may I thvs 
ve continually by the faith of the S'^n of CMl, di^emdiiig 
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ahvigrs f^r aoeeptaKe wiifc tkee iipoA Mb •iontectti ftliA 
kb rigliteoasaeae, and so may find the happy firitit of hi* 
piayer to thee — ' O righteous Father, 1 have deckrad to mf 
diaeiples iky nune» and will declare it, that the lo^e where- 
wilii thim lovest ine» may be in thera, and I in them/ Thoii 
didst heax, thou hast answered times out of number, the 
request of thy belored Son* Lord Grod, answer it to me* 
Let me rejoice in thy love, aend find it to be the swne to me 
as to him. Let thy good Spirit root me and ground me in 
the knowledge of thy love to me in Jesus. O grant me to 
be deeply rooted in the experience of it, that my faith, worlang 
by hrve, may bring forth much firuit to thy glory, and I may 
become so grounded in love, as fo stand unawaken, like a 
house built upon a rock, against every attack auMie upon my 
feve to thee* O my God and Father, my heart is naked and 
open to thee. Thou knowest the seorets of it« Thou seesi 
how fervently I pray fof the abiding presence of the Holy 
Spirat Hy prayer cocaes from a feeling sense of my want of 
mm, and from a dependence on thy promise to give the 
Spkil to them that isk him. Lord, I ask* GraAt me to be 
strengthened by him, with every needful gift and grace in the 
umer num. Send him to manifest plainer and plainer nnv 
union vrith Jesus, in order to my keeping up communion wida 
him ; that, havmg him dwelling in my heart by faith, I may 
be so established in the experience of thy love to me in him, 
as to be aUe to comprehend with all saints, what is the )»readth« 
and length, and depth, and heighth of thy love^ All the 
saints comprehend it: but the saints below less than they 
above. And some of them below comprehend more than 
others. I know but little : O ifty God, increase my knowledge 
of thy love in Jesus. Whereunto I have attained, establish 
me ; and keep me pressing forward for clearer discoveries of 
it. Help me to survey it, so far as faith is able, in its most 
glorious dimensions, and to praise thee for mine experience of 
its rich mercies. Holy Father, teach me still more by thy 
Spirit of the beuodleM flreeness, and of the endless fuhiess, 
of thy love — ^let me knew thy lolre in Glnrist, which passeth 
knowledge. Although I cannot know it as it is, my limited 
understanding being incqpable of measuring the infinity of thy 
love, yet for this very reason let me be daily studying to know 
more of it^-^-growing up iato Christ Jesus by iGiith-— abound- 
ing in hope hy the power of the Holy Ghost — and increasing 
in the love of God. Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, lei 
me thus poxtakae of the fub^eae of gia«e below, grace for grac<|, 
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ilkd with all the fulness which is oi God, with which thoa 
hast promised to fill thy children in earth and heaven. O 
DM^nify thy love towards me, according to its greatness, and 
not according to my deserts, or to my prayers. I know thoa 
canst do exc^ding abundantly above all tlmt I can ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh efiectually in me. Thy 
power engaged to act for me is the support of my faith, and 
mine encoaiagement in my pia3rer. It is an infinite and 
almi^ty power, which has graciously begun, and has hitheito 
pioaperously carried on, the good work in my soul. To it all 
things are possible. Lord forbid I should doubt of thy grant* 
ing the petiti<ms, which I have been offering up unto thee in 
thy Son's name. That which thou hast promised, thou art 
ble also to perform. my God and Father, set diy power 
•o work more efiectually in me. Let the Spirit of might 
enlarge my thoughts of, and my fiiith in, thy precious love. 
Let me ea^mence daily, how much more thou art able to do, 
than I have yet obtained ; to give, than I have yet asked; to 
increase, than I have yet thought. And whatever increase 
thou givest, may it draw out mine aflfections in greater love to 
diee, and to thy ways, and so be the means of bringing more 
dory to thee. For thy love in Jesus, the whole fieimily in 
EeaTen and earth is ascribing honour and praise. Accept my 
thanks, holy Father, together vrith theirs. To thee be glory 
in the churdi by Christ Jes us, throughout all ages, wwld with* 
out end. Amen. 



CHAP. IV. 



At biatfw |0«i on ioeeeMftilljr, while be walki by fUth In aconstiai 
■poB bit raeoneitod God and lov4i« FMher. 

The leading principle upon which he sets out is this : God 
is my God and Father. He is perfectly reconciled unto me, 
and my conscience is at peace with him, through ftdth in his 
beloved Son. He loves me in him. He has manifested it 
plainly to me, and now my heart would cleave to him, as my 
most tender parent. I would rest in my love to him, as he 
rests in his love to me. It is entirely through the grace of the 
eternal Spirit, that I have been enabled thus to believe in the 
Ifaiished woric of Jesus, and toeaqperience the Father's love Ji 
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Iiiin. By which means I have been satisfied of the love of 

the erer-blessed Trimtv to my soul. Father, Son, and Spirit 

have covenanted to make me an heir of God, and a joint-heL 

with Christ : from my belief and experience of these truths, 

I have been enabled to choose God for my portion. His will 

is become mine. His appointed way is my course ; and now 

I desire so to walk with him, as to maintain in my conscience 

the peace of God, and in my heart the love of God. I do not 

expect any new title to these inestimable graces. My claim is 

good and valid under Christ. I would not disparage it, by 

supposing that my close walk with God was to make any 

atonement for my sins, or to be the least part of my justifying 

righteousness. I have these already, and perfectly too in 

Jesus. The enjoyment of them is the thing I want. I am 

seeking for more of that peace with, and love to, the Father, 

to which I am entitled in his Son. His fulness, the fulness 

of him that fiUeth all in all, is mine. A free grant of it has 

passed in the court of heaven, has been revealed in the record 

of truth, and I, by believing, have accepted the grant. I am in 

possession of its privileges, and am enjoying its blessings. 

On the fulness of Jesus I live this day. Out of it I hope to 

be receiving every grace, which I shall want for my safe and 

happy walk with his Father and my Father. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul, for what thou knowest and hast experienced of his 

abundant grace : which has enabled thee thus to walk with 

thy reconcUed God and loving Father. This day thou art 

called upon to maintain peace with him in thy conscience, and 

love to him in thy heart ; peace like his, flowing from the 

sense of his being perfectly reconciled to thee — ^love like his, 

the happy fruit of his unchangeable love to thee. Whatever 

thou meetest with in thy work or warfare, ought not to lessen, 

but ought to exercise and to improve those graces. Never 

forget that he is thy God — the God of peace. He stands 

related to thee in the dearest and most indissoluble bond of 

love. He is thy father in Jesus. Keep the sense of this 

always fresh upon thy mind, and thy steps will be ordered 

aright. Nothing will be able to stop thee in the way to heaven, 

or to seduce thee out of it ; but every thing will bring thee 

forward. Whilst thou canst maintain peace and love, thou 

wilt go on prosperously against guilt and self-righteousness, 

against the wiles and assaults of thy spiritual foes, against 

the world which lieth in wickedness, and against every inward 

and outvirard trial. The Lord being on thy side, all these 

shall work together under him for thy good, and they shall 
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he die means of making thee walk safely in the way, and o/ 
bringing thee happily to the end of it. The apostle has given 
us the whole plan in few words — ' We walk,* says he, * bj/ 
faiths and not by sight.* We direct our Christian course by 
believing, and not by seeing. Faith is to us the evidence of 
things not seen, and the ground of our hoping to enjoy them. 
We believe, upon the authority of God's word, that they are 
what he describes them to be ; for faith, as a grace of the 
Spirit, consists in giving credit to what God says. If it be a 
truth proposed to the understanding, faith relies upon the 
infallible word. If it be a promise, faith depends upon the 
arm of God to make it good. And whatever he has promised, 
faith (when it is as it should be) does not stagger at difficul- 
ties, but rests fully persuaded, that what God hath promised, 
he is able also to perform. Faith looks at the word spoken, and 
overlooks seeming impossibilities : Thus saith the Lord — that 
is enough for faith — full of satisfying evidence : for it kno^vs 
that to speak and to do are the same thing with an unchange- 
able God. 

How many errors in judgment, and consequent mistakes in 
practice, prevail at this day, chiefly arising from confounding 
faith with its fruits ; and from not distinguishing between the 
word of God believed, and what will follow upon believing it 
aright. Thus some make assurance to be of the essence of 
faith, others make appropriation, and many make it consist in 
an impression upon the mind, that Christ loved me, and gave 
himself for me. These are fruits : what faith should produce, 
but not what it is. These are effects of faith working, and not 
definitions of the nature of faith. A believer should be ex- 
horted to make his calling and election sure : for it is his pri- 
vilege. He ought to give all diligence to attain assurance, to 
appropriate Christ with all his blessings to himself, and to be 
clearly persuaded that Christ loved him, and gave himself for 
him. These are the blessed fruits of believing. May God 
give his people more of them. But then the tree must be be- 
fore the fruits, and the fruits grow upon the tree. Faith is 
first, and faith derives its being from believing the word of 
God, and all its fruits are continued acts of believing. And 
when you hear of believing, do you not always think of some- 
thing spoken ? You cannot separate these two in your mind. 
Something has been said and proposed to you before your 
belief can be called fori If nothing has been said, belief has 
no exercise. Faith and the word of God, therefore, are related, 
as the effect and the cause ; becanse faith cometh by hearing, 
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mi heasfmg hy (b€ woWl of God. Wlmt Obd hat&spdkefi m 
Us word demftfids belief from all that hear it. When faiA 
eometh by hearii^ it, then we assent to the truth of what God 
hath seadj and we rely upon his £uthfulnem to malce good 
what he has promised. Assurance is this fiiith grown to its 
fell stature : but we are not bom six feet high. Appropriation 
is a very comfortable acting of faith, when a man is persuaded 
of his interest in covenant mercies ; and, from what he then 
feek, can say, Christ loved me, arid gave himself for me : but 
he has not this comfort in times of heaviness ; he may be 
wcdk4ng in darkness, and having no light ; yea, in the hidings 
of the Lord's countenance, and yet eren then he may trust 
simply to what God hath spoken ; which is true faith, and 
more exalted faith, than that which draws its evidence from its 
appropriating acts and its present experience. The more n 
man trusts to sense, the less he lives by faith : for sensiblo 
feelings are not faith. Impressions are not believing. I see 
ne sun ; I hear a sound ; I feel an object : &ith hath no place 
n tnese instances. Its essence is believing and trusting what 
God hath spoken. If his word be believed, and, by believingi 
the conscience finds peace, and the heart joy: these are joy 
and peace hi believmg. They come from believing ; are ifti 
eflects ; and no more enter into the essence of fiiith than com- 
fortable feelings do into the essence of a man. He is as truly 
a man, when miserable, as he is when comfortable. 

These mistakes should be carefully guarded against, becausi^ 
they are chiefly pernicious to the cnildren of God ; who are 
kept by them from going up into assurance, into appropriation^ 
and into the sensible experience of God's love to them in 
Christ Jesus. They are puzzled — they are misled, by being 
told that they have no faith, if they have no assurance, itt. 
They examine themselves, but cannot find any such feith. 
This discourages them. They are tempted to think they have 
no true faith, because they have not what certain persons talk 
of. But if they wonld adhere strictly to the word of God, and 
would take their ideas from it, they would see how simple and 
plain a thing believing is, and would soon be satisfied that 
they were true believers. Which conviction would have 
many blessed effects, especially these — ^it would put them on 
seeking for an increase of faith, and upon expecting the pro- 
per fruits of faith. What nourishes faith, ripens them : M 
they cannot be produced so long as persons are doubtful whe^ 
ther they have any faith at all. They would see how desira- 
ble it is to believe without doubt or wavering, what honour it 
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pstt XKpon God's word, what comfort it hnu^t '• » ^miii* Aad 
they would be waiting in the appointed means for grace to 
maintain, for grace to improve their faith, that they may be 
going on from faith to faith. While this was their end and 
aim, faidi in act and exercise, maintained and improved, would 
bring in daily growing evidence of their being indeed par* 
takers of the faith of God's elect* Living by faith, walking 
by faith, would demcmstrate to them their spiritual life and 
walk, as f^nly as natural life and walk can be demonstrated 
by any outward actions. 

Here is great need, O my soul, to read the Scripture, and 
to pray for the Spirit of wisdom. Read, pray much, lest thou 
shouldst err concerning the faith. Every error will be a 
stumbling-block in the way of thy holy waik, and make thee 
tired of it, or seduce thee out of it. Let it be one of thy daily 
petitions, Lord, save me from all mistakes concerning the faith 
of ^e gospel ; and let the word of God, by which faith cometh 
and groweth, be thy daily study. Tlds is thy present busi- 
ness. Now set out trusting to what God hath spoken, and 
relying on what he hath promised. On this principle proceed, 
as it is laid down by the apostle, Col. ii. 6. * As ye have there- 
fore received Jesus Christ the Lord, so walk ye in him.' He 
is expressinfi^ his joy at his beholding their order, and the stead- 
fiistness of meir faith in Christ, and he would teach them how 
to maintain their faith throughout their Christian course. How 
did you receive Christ at first ? Was it not by believing ? Re- 
ceiving Christ and believing in him are, in John i. 12, sup- 
posed to mean the same thing. And in John xvii. 20, 21. our 
Lord says — That they who believe in him through the word, 
are one with him. Cfhrist then is received by faith, and by 
the same faith, by the belief of the same word of God, we walk 
in him, so as to be rooted and grounded and established in the 
iaith. Our walk is in him, not any thing distant from him ; 
biU is the efibct of union with him. By him we live, in him 
we walk, — ^rooted in him we grow, as a branch in the vine,-— 
built up in him, we are fixed as a building on a sure founda- 
tion, and thereby we become established and strengthened in 
the faith. Every step we take is by faith, by the same faith 
wherewith Christ was received. He must be received always, 
as he was received once. There is no change of object, and 
there must be no change of faith, but the same continued trust 
on his word, and the same dependence on his promised 
strength. We never set out to walk with a reconcfled God, 
till wo aie one with Christ by faith, and kaow our union with 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 



m wiuK or 9AiaL ISB 

feim, and wa wtlk is in conseq^aence of this. If we go on a^ 
aU, it is by communion with hun. We can receive only out 
of his fulness, grace for grace, to make us willing and able to 
go forward. Our fellowship with him is in every part and in 
every moment of our walk, and this is as necessary as our 
fellowship with the air and elements of this world is to every 
thing that concerns our natural walk. Our wisdcun to guide 
our steps, our progress in the way, our courage and strength, 
ou^ warfare and victory, every grace and every blessing is 
received by faith, and is the effect of our communion with 
Jehovah Jesus. We trust in his word, we rely on his arm, 
we wait on his faithfulness, and so go forward ; for he makes 
good what 'he had promised to give us in our walk, which 
confirms the peace of God, establishes our hearts in the love 
of God, increases our faith, and thereby makes our daily walk 
more comfortable to us, and more glorious to him. 

But if faith consist in believing and trusting the word of 
God, it may be inquired, how shall we know the difference 
between true and false, between dead and living faith ? It may 
be known from the cause. The fruit of the Spirit is faith. 
He produces it. It is the gift bestowed by his operation, con* 
tinned by his power, increased by his blessing, and carried on 
to the end, by his never leaving nor forsaking his own work. 
And he makes it known to be his. He gives eyes to see it, 
and hearts to acknowledge it. Therefore the apostle says of 
them who have received the Spirit of God, that they know the 
things which are freely given to them of God ; by faith they 
both know the reality and also taste the sweetness of those 
free gifts of free grace. 

It may be known from the effects. Dead faith brings forth > 
nothing. Living faith is fruitful. It produces a hearty trust 
in the truth of what God hath spoken, and a quiet reliance on 
the fjButhfulness of what God hath promised. It gives him 
credit for the finished salvation of his Son, and puts honour 
upon his record concerning it ; whereby peace is received into 
the conscience, and love into the heart : upon which there 
follows a settled dependence upon this reconciled God and 
loving Father, for the falfiUing of every promise, and this is 
improved by daily experience. He that trusteth in the Lord 
is never confounded. God is faithful. His promises cannot 
fail. Blessed is the man that trusteth in him. The Lord 
God will be a sun and a shield unto him : the Lord will give 
him grace and glory. 

As for the hypocrites, it is not so with them. The Holy 
12 
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Spirit was not the author of their faith. It was a fancy of 
their own, formed in their heads, without any warrant from 
God. There was no life in it, and no living* effects from it 
There was the form, and nothing more. They made a pro- 
fession, hut never came to any enjoyment. They had no vital 
union, and therefore they could not have any real communion 
with Christ. They could not, as the apostle expresses it, 
walk in him, and therefore in the hour of temptation they ^11 
away, and came to nothing. Take heed, then, O my soul, of 
mistakes. Examine carefully of what sort thy faith is. Bring 
it to the standard of Scripture ; and see what went hefore be- 
lieving — see whether thou dost now from thy heart believe 
what God hath spoken — wait for the effects. Dost thou so 
trust his word, as to take him for thy God and thy portion ? 
Art thou walking with him ? And art thou depending on him 
to bestow the promised graces and blessings on thee in thy 
walk ? If this be thine experience, thou art set out well ; go 
on. Remember where every thing relating to thy walk is to 
be had. The Father's love has laid it up all in the Son's 
fulness, and it is the office of the Holy Spirit to teach thee 
how to receive out of it grace for grace. He teaches by his 
word. With this in thine hand, and his light in thine under- 
standing, read and study what he has promised thee for thy 
safe, happy, and holy walk. Take no step without the direc- 
tion of his word, and expect at every step that he will make 
good to thee what he has promised. Thou wilt very soon 
find the necessity of this dependence upon him : for ere thou 
hast well begun thy walk, thou wilt be called upon to exercise 
thy faith, and to put it to trial. Thou wilt meet with many 
things in thee averse to this holy walk, and many more to dis- 
tress thee in it. The body of sin, the old man, the flesh, with 
all its affections and lusts, are still in thee. It is of their na- 
ture to be lusting, and to be always putting forth some filthy 
motions, in order to draw thee to walk afler the flesh, and not 
of the Spirit. The tempter helps them all he can : he knows 
how to improve them to his own interest, and if, from what is 
passing within thee, there be a sight and sense of sin, then if 
ne can get thee to look at it in his view, he will act upon thy 
legal and self-righteous tempers, and will inject such vile in- 
sinuations as these against the Lord, and against his Christ : — 
How is it that I am yet the subject of sin ? It is still in 
me. It cleaves to me, as the flesh to my bones, and it mtxes 
so with my duties, that I cannot perform them without it. I 
sometimes fear I am nothing but sin. When I attempt tc 
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walk -with Ged, ere I set out, something eril drisfes within me, 
and stofis me : some proud unbelieving thought, some sensual 
affection, some worldly disposition, some corruption or other 
18 ever at hand to hinder my course. What then must I think 
of myself? I scarce know what: things I see do not grow 
better : I have been long hoping for it ; but I find there still 
dwelleth no good thing in me : so that I am almost ready to 
question the truth of my grace, and it is with great difficulty 
I can keep up any peace in my conscience. When the believer 
is attacked in this manner (and who is not at some time or 
other,) how is he to defend himself? Will his skilfulness in 
the word of righteousness, and his faith in the word of recon- 
ciliation, keep him safe in the hour of temptation ? Yes. By 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, the leissons before learnt will be 
enforced, and brought into use. This it the time to maintain 
faith in the atonement, and in the righteousness of the God- 
man. Now it is to be fried in the fire ; and it is put to the 
trial, that it may come out of it, like gold, proved to be sterling 
metal, and refined from its dross — ^better in every respect for' 
having gone through the fire. The trial of faith id far more 
precious than that of gold which perisheth. It is therefore 
put into the furnace, that the believer may know the truth of 
it, and may experience the blessings of it. Faith coniHctmg 
with unbelief is a good fighi — Sometimes sharp; but always 
profitable. The flesh may be weak and ready to yield, fhith 
may be hard put to it, but victory is certain. 0uring the battle 
SLC wamor is invincible in the* wnoie armour of God. He 
AKJBS to him the shield of faith, and holds it up against the 
fiery darts of Satan. He draws out the sword of the ^Spirit, 
which is the word of God, and with it he defeats Satan. He 
consults or remembers a scripture sukable to his present case, 
mad this being sent home by the Holy Spirit puts an end to 
the engagement, and restores and settles sweet peace in the 
conscience. How often has he applied the following passage, 
whdch the Lord speaks concerning his true Israelites, Jer. xxxii. 
38—41. * They shall be my people, and I wiU be their God, 
and I will give them one heart and one way, that they may 
fear me for ever^ for the good of them, and of their children 
afler them, axid I ysrill make an everlasting covenant with them, 
that I will not turn away from them to do them good ; but 1 
will put my fear into their hearts that they shall not depart 
from me ; yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good.' 

What strong consolation is there in this scripture ! Every 
fentence has an argument in it, tending to csti^lifih pesee 
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with Qoit and to maintain it in the midst of war. How qiii«U 
ing and satisfying to the troubled conscience is his covenant 
purpose ! * They shall be my people, and I toill be their God.' 
They shall, because I will. My will shall make them willing. 
And in the day of my power, when my purpose takes place, I 
will give them one heart, tiumed to myself, and one way, to 
walk with me by faith as obedient children with their loving 
Father. This will I do for them that they may fear me far 
ever, that the fear of offending me may rule always and by 
all means in their hearts. 

what promises are these ! what can weak faith require 
farther to silence its doubts ? How great is the goodness of 
God to his children, who, knowing their frame, and whereof 
they are made, for the good of them, and of their children 
after them, has laid such a foundation for their faith, that they 
may build on it and not be afraid, yea, standing on it, that they 
may fight the good fight of faith, assured of victory. 

1 wSl make, says their God, an everlasting covenant for 
them, a covenant ordered in all things, and sure by the coun* 
sel and oath of the blessed Trinity, the two immutable 
things, in which it is impossible God should lie : the moun- 
tains shall depart, and the hills shall be removed, but my 
kindness shall not depart from them, neither shall the cove- 
nant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord, that hath 
mercy on them. My covenant was made for them, and shall 
be nmde good to them. As I live, saith the Lord, I will 
not turn away from them to do them good. I will never 
change my purpose, nor alter the word that is gone out of 
my mouth. I mean nothing but good to them: my heart 
is fixed upon it ; and I wiU not leave the event to them : 
they shall not have the management of my purposes, nor 
have any power to defeat them. My will to do them good 
shall not depend on their will, or on their faithfrilness, or 
on any thing in themselves. I have taken all their concerns 
into mine own hands, and I will conduct them all to the 
praise of the glory of mine own grace. I will put my fear 
mto their hearts, that they shall not depart from me — they 
thaU not depart from me. They are not the cause of their 
not departing, but I am. I have taken it upon myself. I 
will give them grace to walk close with me, and to fear 
me always. I have covenanted for all, the means as well 
as the end, and I will keep them by my almighty power, till 
they receive the end of their faith, even the salvation of their 
«oals. ' Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them ^ood.' This 
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M sH die rest: his porpofle of doing tk«m good, Ids 
executing it, his continuing it, his increasing it through time 
and through eternity, is a matter of rejoicing to the Lcfd 
God : he delights in it It always was, and always will be, 
the joy of his heart, his crown and glorjr. He will not, he 
casnot, be deprived of his jo^. Consider this, thou poor dis* 
tressed soul, who art in heavmess through manifold tempta- 
titms, and ready to hint through the weakness of thy fiulh : 
take courage ; thy salvation is safe : thy Father, who is in 
heaven, rejoices in it : he will save ; he will rejoice over thee 
with joy, ne will rest in his love ; he virill joy over thee with 
singing ; and his joy too shall be thine. As sure as Ood is in 
Zion, diou shalt return and come to Zion with songs and ever- 
lasting joy upon thy head ; thou shalt obtain joy and glad* 
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away for ever. 

O what a discovery is here of the ever-loving heart of our 
heavenly Father ! What more could he promise in order to 
put an end to all strife in the consciences of his afflicted 
children ! He has engaged in a covenant of peace to do good, 
nothing but good, to &em. He has undertaken the whole of 
the covenant — ^what was to be done in them, as well as for 
them — ^to work out, to apply^ and to secure their salvation. It 
is his unchangeable purpose, not to depart from them, and not 
to suffer them to depart from him ; but he will rejoice in doing 
them good, and that for ever. The Scripture, when under- 
stood and applied by the Holy Spirit, is received as full evi« 
dence of the unchangeable love of God to his children, and 
then it quiets their troubled mind. They can believe God to 
be their God still, in an unchangeable covenant, and they be- 
come satisfied that he has made them, and will keep them, his 
people for ever. When they can thus mix faith yrith the pro- 
mise, it then becomes the means of their resting on the faithful 
arm of Grod in the hour of temptation, and of their finding 
him still a God of peace : whereby peace is established in 
their consciences, and multiplied in their hearts. They learn 
to put more trust in him, as their perfectly-reconciled Father, 
and to approach him with more holy filial confidence. The 
trial of their faith, sharp as it was, yet has done them great 
good: it has proved their peace, and has confirmed it: 
they now know well that it is the peace of God ; and thev 
have been taught how to maintain it. War makes good sol- 
diers. The trials of their grace are for the improvement of 
grace. Their peace has been therefore shaken, like a new- 
pfamted tree, that it may take deeper and &ster root. Beii^ 
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fbas sIVMigdMfted in fhe fahhi and having the peaee of €M 
ruling in their hearts, they can meditate upon ^8 SciiptiBefc 
*nd turn it into a subject of prayer and praise — 

O gracious God and Father, pardon my thoughts of thy love 
to me in Jesus* I l^as tempted, and ready to give way to uii» 
bdiief : but the gracious j^ovision made in thy wiMrd was the 
BMaas of keeping me in the hour of temptstioa. O my God, 
make the word, in which thou hast caused me to put my teust, 
more precious to my soul. Open still more to me the fulness 
of it, and put me into happier possession of its promised bles^ 
sings* I praise thee, I worship thee, for revealing this promise 
by the Spirit, and for applying it, by his grace, with comfort 
to my heart. I now set to my seal that it is true. It is il 
faithful saying, and worthy of all aoeeptation. Glory bs to 
thee that I accept it, and enjoy the good promissd in it. O 
Father of mercies, what am I that I should be made one of 
thy people, and should have thee fcnr my God ? This k>ve suv* 
passctii knowledge. O help me to understamd more, ^tb me 
to find more of &y covenant love. Make my heart one wilii 
thee : lead me in thy one way, that I may fear thee fosr ever ; 
and when temptations come, such as I have been in, grant that 
they may bring me nearer to thee, and may be the means of 
my making much use of what thou hast provided for me in 
thy Son's fulness. G let thy good Spirit abide with me to 
' establish my faith in thine everlasting covenant, that I may 
believe thou wilt never turn from me to do me good. Meiei* 
fol God, grant me this grace in every hour of need. Thou 
hast given me thy word for it, and therein thou hast enaMed 
me to put my trust On thy faitful prcnnise I would depend^ 
and on nothing in myself. Thou hast shewed me somethmg 
of my heart, and I feel it is revolting and ready always to 
rebel against God ; but thou hast undertaken to put thy feai 
into it, that it shall not depart from thee : therefore into 
th^ faithful hands I commit it. Keep me, my God, by thy 
mighty power, through faith unto salvation* Ainen. Amen. 

Happy trials! which have so good an issue, and faring 
forth such peaceable fruits. My brethren, account it all joy, 
vrhen ye fall into divers temptations, if they lead to tihie exer* 
cise df grace, and occasion fervent effectual prayer. The 
believer, thus tried, learns by practice the necessity of being 
at peace with God, and of maintaining it in order to walk with 
God. He is put upon studying the nature of this peace. He 
reads and meditates upon the revealed account of it. He 
•aes it is a perfect unchangeable peace, secured to Mm by tha 
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•verlastii^ coTenant of the blessed Triiiity« who hare engaged 
to save him from all his sins and miseries, and never to turn 
away from doing him good. To this he trusts. He commits 
himself to the care of this covenant God ; and he finds the 
promise true. In temptation he belieyes, and is delivered. In 
his warfare out of weakness he is made stroi^. He fights 
the good fight of &ath, and he conquers all his enemies. He 
learns from trials to trust with more confidence. He not onl j 
maintains, but also improves peace with God. He depends 
upon what God has promised to them, who walk with him^ 
and the promise is made good, and he learns to go on more 
comfortably, and daily walks closer with his heavenly Father* 

The enemy looks on him with malice. He envies his 
state. He once knew the heaven of communion with Grod» 
but he was lifted up with pride, and fell. It stirs up every 
infernal temper in him to see the happy believer, who had 
fallen like hun, restored to what he can never expect. Henoa 
either as a sly serpent, or as a roaring lion, he never ceases to 
attempt. As soon as one wile fails, he has another ready. 
He is night and day plotting and scheming, waiting for an op- 
portunity to make a seasonable attack. While conscience is 
at peace with God, and lives under the protection of the bk>od 
of sprinkling, he tempts in vain. But he does not despair 
of success. He knows he has an ally within us in fast 
league with sin, and therefore he still hopes to draw hm. 
into sin by surprise and aasault ; in which he is indefatigable. 
He is never tired. He is always tempting the believer, not 
80 much to gross offence, as to spiritual wickedness. Sly in- 
jections, legal insinuations, and self-righteous thoughts, are his 
most common temptations. With these he tries to shake the 
peace of conscience, and he forms his attack generally in this 
manner: 

How can you be a child of God, and yet be as you are? 
There is nothing in .you, for which God should look upon you, 
and love you. What have you ? What ceasing from evil, 
what l^uming to do well, to recommend you to him ? How 
can God love any thing, unless it be agreeable to his wiU, and 
what can he delight in unless it be conformable to his image ? 
But do you live up to his will, and is his image perfecdy re* 
newed in you ? Have you grace, and do you live up to it ? 
Are you a Christian) and are you like Christ ? How are your 
duties ? Just as they should be ? You know they are not, 
and how can God be pleased with them, when you are not 
nleased with them yourself^ How is your walk ? Is it sudi 
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B8 becomcth your high calling — close with Grod, and at a Yast 
distance from sin and the world? How is your warfare? 
Is the whole armour of God kept buckled on? And are you 
always, in the strength of the Lord, a conqueror? Examine, 
and try yourself. Bring forth that one good thing, for which 
God should love you, and bestow his blessing upon you. You 
have no such thing. You have nothing to merit, yea, nothing 
to recommend you to the Divine favour : and, therefore, is it 
not great presumption to fancy, that God will love such a one 
as you, whose just desert is %vrath and everlasting destruction ? 
These are some of the depths of Satan. He knows how 
strongly we are by nature attached to the covenant of works, 
and that if he can get the believer to look ofT from Jesus, ex- 
pecting to see something in himself, for which God should 
love him, he shall then weaken his faith and shake his peace. 
In this snare he has catched many a child of God. The 

Smptation is suitable to the workings of our legal minds ; it 
itters our self-righteous hopes ; and is vastly pleasing to the 
pride of our carnal hearts. No wonder, then, so long as there 
is flesh in us as well as spirit, this artful suggestion should be 
sometimes received in this manner — Have I any thing for 
which God would esteem me and bless me ? I wish I could 
discover some amiable temper, or some praiseworthy deed, 
which might recommend me to the particular regard of God. 
Indeed, at present, I have not any such ; but I hope to attain 
it some time or other. If I do but use more diligence and 
watchfulness, and wait more constantly in the means of grace, 
perhaps I may attain it soon. However, there can be no harm 
m trying. I will exert myself. And I hope the day will come, 
Tdien I shall be some way deserving of the Divine favour. 

Here the temptation has taken place. As the serpent be- 
guiled Eve, through his subtlety, so is this man's mind cor- 
rupted with the simplicity that is in Christ. The subtle serpent 
has attacked the liberty of the child of God, and has darkened 
his understanding, and obscured his view of gospel grace. 
His eye is not now single : his heart is not now simple in the 
finished salvation. He has been deceived into a legal depen- 
dence, smd is giving way to a spirit of bondage. If he was 
left to himself, the enemy would lead him captive at his will. 
Satan desires to have him, that he may sift him as wheat, but 
he is not suffered to blow any thing away, except a little chafT: 
for the Holy Spirit, in whose keeping he is, discovers and de- 
feate the attempts of Satan. He brings to his mind, and 
•nebles him to make use of what he before knew of i^e doc 
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trinea of grace. The present trial reqnuea die pnetke^ and 
ftfibrds occasicm for the improyementt of his former lessons* 
He had learnt from Scripture, truths very different from the 
suggestions to which he was ready to yield. He was therein 
taught that the Father's love to his children does not suppose . 
merit in them. Grace does not follow works : for then grace 
would be no more grace. Election is not of him that willeth, 
or of him that runneth, but of God who sheweth mercy. For 
we are saved freely by grace, through faith, and that not of 
ourselves ; it is the gift of Grod. The election of grace is 
from mere love and sovereign fiivour, and has no motives to 
influence it but the good pleasure oif the Divine will. The 
objects of it are not &e worthy but the unworthy — ^not inno- 
cent, but fiEillen man — sinners, as such, no way conditioned or 
qualified — ^the lost, the helpless, the ungodly — ^yea, the chief 
of sinners— open enemies and rebels against God. They are 
not saved by works of righteousness, which they have done, 
or can do, lest any of them should boast : for boasting is ab- 
solutely excluded. Salvation was so contrived, was so wrought 
out, and is so applied, that he who glorieth shall have nothing 
left him to glory in, but the Lord. No flesh can glory in his 
presence : for of him, and through him, and to him, are all 
things, to whom be glory for ever. Amen. 

So soon as the Spirit of God opens this view of the exceed- 
ing riches of Divine grace, the believer sees his mistake. He 
finds that he was departing from the simplicity of the gospel, 
by supposing that the love of God followed merit, and that he 
snould be loved more according as his walk recommended him. 
His eyes are opened. The delusion vanishes. The perfect 
freeness, and the absolute sovereignty of the Father's love, as 
revealed in Scripture, is manifested to him. He reads, and 
mixes faith with what he reads, and so recovers himself out of 
the snare of the devil. Some such passage as this is made 
the means of his deliverance, Psal. ciU. 17. * The mercy of 
the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that 
^fear him.' Precious words ! full of rich consolation to those, 
who have been tempted to seek some qualifications in them* 
selves, on account of which they might be entitled to the love 
of God, and who have been distressed upon their not finding 
it. The Holy Spirit teaches such persons to look out of them- 
selves, to an object exactly suitable to their case. He directs 
iiem to the Divine mercy — a never-failing spring of comfort 
—to that mercy, which reacheth from eternity to eternity— 
ind which confers its richest favours, not for the worthineea 
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of flie receiTer, but to the praise of the grace of the gWvr. 
Here he would have them fix their eyes, and expect relief to 
their hearts. Out of the fhlness of mercy they may always 
receive grace for grace ; for the mercy of the Lord is from 
everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him. Every 
word is weighty. Meditate upon it, O my soul, and may the 
consideration of each lead thee to exalt that mercy of God 
which is over all his works. 

Jehmcbh is the word here rendered Lord. It is the incom- 
municable name, expressive of the incommunicable nature of 
the godhead. It signifies the peculiar manner of the Divine 
existence, which is in, and of itself, underived, and indqien- 
dent. O how happy is it for thee, that there is mercy in the 
self-existent godhead, and that every perfection in it will be 
for ever exalted, even justice itself, for the exercise of mercy. 
May the Holy Spirit teach thee more of its nature, and make 
thee daily more acquainted in thine experience with its free 
grace and free gifts. 

Mercy is that perfection in Jehovah, which disposes him to 
save miserable sinners : not a blind mercy, such as infidels 
dream of — ^but consistent with the honour of his law, and ex- 
ercised to the glory of its holy precepts, and of its just sane* 
tions; therefore, mercy and truth are so often mentioned 
together in Scripture. God will not shew any mercy to sin- 
ners, but such as tends to establish his truth. Not one of his 
words can be broken, nor can one tittle of them ever laU. 
He will be justified in all his sayings, and clear when he is 
judged : he will be true and just, whenever he is merciful : his 
mercies being all covenant mercies, and all given in and 
through Christ Jesus. All men are by nature children of 
wrath, and only they, who are chosen and called in Christ 
Jesus, are saved from wrath. These are vessels of mercy. 
His mercy is to them the love of a tender parent to his mise- 
rable children. He pities them, and determines to save them 
from their sins ; in due time he quickens them, gives them 
eyes to see, and hearts to believe his love to them in Jesus, as 
the apostle witnesses — * God, who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in 
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ.' 

But for what reason, and upon what account, is he merciful 
to them ? His mercy has no motive, but his own will. The 
objects of his mercy are corrupt fallen creatures, deserving his 
wrath, even as others ; and therefore he does not deal wiA 
iii»on ^e footing of desert. If he shewed them mercy 
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for any foreseen works of theirs, because he knew they wotdd 
repent and believe the gospel, and walk worthy of it, mercy 
would then be turned into justice, and would lose both its 
name and its nature. Whereas, he saith unto Moses, I will 
have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have com- 
passion on whom I will have compassion. It is from mine 
own freedom and sovereignty, that I have mercy on any sin- 
ners. The cause is in myself, and not in them. I have 
compassion on whom I will. It is from mine own mere love, 
that I have determined to be gracious to them ; and my love 
has determined to save them, and the way also in which I will 
save them. I have appointed the end and the means at the 
same time. Of mine own motion and good-will I have re- 
solved to give my Son for them, and my Spirit to them, that 
they may repent and believe the gospel, and walk worthy of 
it, and so I may bring them through my tender mercies to 
eternal salvation. If this was not the case, how could the 
description be true, that mercy is from everlasting to everlast" 
ing. The mercy of God knows no variableness, nor shadow 
of turning. It is always the same. His fatherly heart ever 
entertained thoughts oi mercy towards them: for when he 
shews them mercy, it is said to be according to the eternal 
purpose, which he had purposed in Christ Jesus — not for their 
merits, but for his mercy's sake — ^not for what they have any 
claim to, but for his own name's sake. He gives all from 
mercy, and he would have all the glory returned to the mercy 
of the giver. What he gives, that he continues, and accora- 
ing to covenant engagements. Covenant mercies are sure 
mercies. I wiU make an everlasting covenant for you, (says he,) 
even the sure mercies of the Beloved. They have already 
been made sure to him : he is now in full possession of every 
promised mercy ; and he has received them, not as a private 
person, but as the head of the body, the church. He keeps 
them for the use of his church-members ; and as sure as the 
crown is upon his head, so surely will it be upon every one of 
their heads : for they are in the same covenant with him, 
whose sure mercies reach from eternity to eternity. what 
a view is here open to the eye of faith ! Mercy always pur- 
posing, and in due time bestowing its free blessings upon sin- 
ners — ^mercy, without beginning, and without ending. The 
Holy Spirit often calls upon us to behold it in this light ; for 
he has not celebrated any of its Divine properties so much as 
this. It is frequently the noble subject of thanksgiving in the 
Psalmist's hymns : he has dedicated the 136th entirely to the 
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praise of mercy; and going through the works of QaUire» pro- 
vidence, and grace, he ascribes them, one by one, to that 
mercy which endureth for ever. O happy, thrice happy ob- 
jects of it ! What was in the heart of the Father of mercies 
towards you from everlasting, will be so to everlasting. His 
sure mercies are yours ; his compassions towards you fail not- 
Whatever you want for your successful walk, he has promised 
to give you. Be not discouraged then : he "will supply all 
your wants, not for your sakes, but for his mercies' sake. Are 
you sensible of your unworthiness ? That's well, mercy is 
for such. It can have no glory, but from such as you. Trust it, 
and be assured you will find, that it endureth for ever and ever. 

If a doubt should arise in your mind — ^It is true, mercy in 
God cannot fail, but the exercise of it towards me may fail : I 
may so walk as to deprive myself of all claim and title to it. 
The Psalmist has given a direct answer to this ill-grounded 
suspicion. He says, The mercy of the Lord is from everlast* 
ing to everlasting. 

Upon them that fear him. This is their character : they 
fear their God. Once there was no fear of God before their 
eyes : but now they know him to be their Father. The Spirit 
of adoption has given them joy and peace in believing it. 
Hence a holy filial fear rules in their hearts, and influences 
their walk. While it operates thus, and as obedient children 
they fear to offend their loving Father, and desire to please him 
in all things, what ground have they to suspect that his mercy 
towards them should fail ? 

But may they not cease to fear him, and then he will cease 
to be merciful to them ? No, blessed be God : He has made 
ample provision in this case. * I will put my fear (says he 
into their hearts, and they shall not depart from me.* This 
fear is one of the fruits of the Spirit, which he produces in aL 
the children of God. And they have it from him as a cove- 
nant blessing, which is full security for its continuance. It is 
one of the graces provided for them in Jesus, by the Father's 
immutable love. * I will give them (says he) one heart and 
one way, that they may fear me for ever .'* The Holy Spirit 
is the guardian of this never-failing fear. It his office to put 
it, and then to keep it in their hearts. He has the whole 
charge of it, and therefore he has promised to abide with them 
for ever, that they may fear the Lord all the days of their lives. 

How exactly suited is this Scripture to the case of the 
tempted Christian ! What a full provision is there made in it 
for his safety and peace ! God has mercy for him and plen- 
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U^a» reitefn^Mi-^-iiierey teachmg from «v«rlaUwg im «f«»» 
kslaiig — idways kind to tke mi»ei»bie. Merc^ «nd miiBerv 
afe related «s sm and salvation. There is not any tkii^ whick 
a shiner can want, but mercy has a supply for kim — a fve* 
»ised covenant, a nerer-faiiing supply. It is a Fatkerii 
Biercy, which will never leave his children, and the 8aiB# 
mercy will not snfier them to leave him. His miiid is fixed 
upon skewing them mercy for ever and ever; and therefore be 

g'ves them }m Spirit to abide with them, and to dwell in them. 
e abides with them, and they live: he dweUs in ihem^^mA 
they walk in the fear of God. And by the supply of the Spkil 
tkey §0 on, till they finish their course with joy. 

By meditating upon this Scripture, the believer is set 44 
Ubeity. Though his failh staggerted a little, yet the Irial of 
it has done him good. He has learned a useful lesson, and 
gained rafnch experienee by it. His reAeotions uf#n wkat kaa 
passed m his mind, are aiich as these — 

O how foolish was I to forget the atonement and righteo«ul- 
ness of my dearest Immanu^ in whom alone I have pfurdna 
and acceptance ! How base was I, and ut)grateful * I wm 
tem|>ted to expect that in myself, which I can have only in 
him. Vile legal creature that I am ! I abhor myself f^ar be- 
having so ill to my best friend. What good can I have, bill 
wkat I first receive from him ? I J^gree with the apostle, tkml 
in me, that is, in my flesh, dwetteth no good thii^. i am« 
very sink of sm and of ail uncleaiiness. I deserve mercy no 
more than the 4evil does. And yet I was lodVing out (or some 
good ^ality in nnrsatf, on account of which God might ht 
memAt.l to me. ^^ereas I am now satisfied he has no merc^^ 
bnt inJesas. All his. mercie$ are covenant mercies, given 
firom mere grace, and given to miserable sinners — not to make 
them self-«dmirers, bnt to humble them — ^not to lead them tp 
think that Aey can bring God in debt to them ftwr his own 
gifts, or for the right use tif them,, wkkh is a fresh gift— but 
he ^ea all to the praise of the glory of his grace. He dc^ 
Ughteth in mercy ; and my case required mercy. It was such 
as his mercy could get all the honour of relieving. Th^aefozn 
I €mght, in the hour of tem{)tation, to have trusted in iaa 
mercy, t© have hoped in his mercy in time of trouble, and to 
haTe loved him for his mercy in time of misery* H-ese should 
my faith have directed its eye, and not to any good which I 
luEve done or can do. I should have remembered how it wHB 
mith the election of gracci and with the vessels of mercf . 
God has one way «f dealing with them all. »«t by w«*»» ^ 
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riglitaoiisness which they have done, but ftccordmg to lot 
mercy he saveth them, freely, fully, eternally. All is from 
his own good-will from first to last. Every motive, which 
inclines him to do good to any sinner, is not excited by what 
the sinner does or is, but arises from himself. And when he 
bestows any good, it never is deserved, but is entirely an act 
of sovereign grace, flowing from the Father's love out of his 
Son's fulness, by the influence of the Holy Spirit ; and is given 
and continued to magnify and exalt the mer<;y of the eternal 
Three. O how did I dishonour the Divine perfections by 
giving way to legal hopes, and by supposing that the Divine 
will would be governed by my more or less deservings ? Where 
should I be, if I had my deservings ? God forgive me : I see 
mine error : I am humbled for it, and I repent with shame apd 
sorrow. I hope my past misconduct will prove a Messing to 
toe : for it has certainly taught me to trust less to myself, and 
more to the word of God; to depend less upon my own 
doings, and more upon free-grace promises. To the word 
which cannot be broken I would trust in the time of need. 
Whoever trusts in it shall never be confounded. This I 
know to be true by happy experience. I will therefore read, 
and hear, and study it night and day. By means of it the 
Lord wrought a great deliverance for me. My feet were 
ahnost gone, my treading* had well-nigh slipped ; but he sent 
out his word and saved me: I read and l^lieved, that the 
Father was not reconciled to me for the goodness of my %va}k, 
but that reconciliation was planned in the great covenant 
before all worids, and was carried into execution by the life 
and death of Immanuel; it was his peculiar, his glorious, 
his incommunicable work: it was hjs sole prerogative to 
make peace by the blood of his cross. O that I may be 
enabled to maintain it the next time my faith is tried, and to 

fut honour and glory upon the Divine record concerning it, 
read and believed, that the Father does not love me upon 
account of my walk, but for his mercies' sake. His mercy 
was towards me from everlasting. He loved me in his Son 
— chose me — ^accepted me in the Beloved — =and all his deal- 
ings with me, since he called me by his grace, have come 
from the tender mercies of a covenant God and Father. I 
would not henceforth have one doubt of his being reconciled 
to me, and of his loving me perfectly in Jesus. Mv faith 
herein has been confirmed by my late trials. I have learned 
by experience to rely upon what God has spoken, for pre- 
' serving his peace in my conscience, and his love in my 
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on his faithful word, and mighty ann, I 
him this day for the strengthening and 
increasing of those graces. This is the desire and prayer of 
my soul. 

O Father of mercies, hear me for Jeaus' sake. I acknow* 
ledge my sinfulness and unworthiness, even in my closest 
walk with thee. I am less than the least of thy mercies ; yea, 
deserving the heaviest of thy vengeance. It is of the Lord's 
mercy, that it has not fallen upon me long ago, and I trust in 
his word, that it will never fall upon me. Who is a God like 
unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the trans- 
gression of the remnant of thine heritage ? Thou retainest not 
thine anger against them for ever ; because thou delightest in 
mercy. Glory be to thee for thine unspeakable mercies ; for 
thou hast given me faith in the atonement of Jesus, by whom 
I have peace with thee my reconciled God, and by whom 1 
have experienced thy great love to me. On thee, O my God, 
is still my hope. I look up to thee, the giver of those graces, 
for strength to maintain them in my daily walk. I do believe 
in the sacrifice and righteousness of Immanuel, Lord help 
mine unbelief. I find it hard to preserve in my practice, what 
I believe to be true in doctrine : and therefore on thy present 
help I must continually depend. Lord strengthen me mightily 
by thy Spirit in the inner man against temntations. I am daily 
and hourly called upon to exercise my faith, and when thy 
grace does not hold me up, I fall. The fiery darts of Satan 
easily inflame me, when they are thrown at my legal hopes, 
false dependences, or self-righteous tempers. My shield, 
which should quench them, is ready to drop out of mine hand. 
I should fall a prey to the enemy, and the fire would consume 
me, if thy mercy was not over me for good. O my God and 
Father, strengthen my faith against the wiles and assaults of 
Satan, and against the workings of mine own unbelief. When 
these trials come, keep me sensible of my weakness, and 
dependent on thy promised strength, that 1 may meet them 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of thy might. let 
every trial teach me more of thy peace in my conscience, and 
more of thy love in my heart, that I may keep on in a steady 
course, walking humbly with my God. This is the work ot 
thy good Spirit. I cannot preserve nor improve his graces, 
unless he be every moment present with me. He is the giver 
the continuer, the increaser of them aiil. O God the Holy 
Ghost, I therefore beseech thee to water thy graces every 
moment. Lest any hurt them, keep them night and day. 
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never letrw) me nor forsake me, but what thou hart graci% lal^ 
begun, thai mightily carry on in my soul. Temptations dxe 
strong, and I am weak ; stand by me in the hour of need. And 
if my faith be tmed on fiery temptations, let it come out of them, 
like gold out of the fire. O thou almighty Spirit, confirm by 
trials, improve by experience, my trust in thy promised help. 
Let me go on from faith to faith. Keep up the confidence of 
my rejoicing in my reconciled God and loving Father, that I 
may walk humbly with him in sweet communion, and holy 
fellowship, in the way everlasting. Grant me these mercies, 
gracious Father, for thy dear Son's sake, by the influence of 
die eternal Spirit, three persons in one Jehovah, to whom he 
equal praise for ever and ever. Amen. 



CHAP. V. 



The hrtiever otden hit etepi according to tbt word, wslkiiig with a ftee hovt In the 
king*! highway of obedience. 

Meditatr, O my soul, upon the wonders which Divine love 
loth wrought for thee for thy salvation. Review the many, 
many mercies of thy past life ; and consider, that thou art 
called upon to walk this day with thy God. What a privilege 
is this ! He is thy God, and thou art his adopted son. O what 
a high honour has he conferred on thee ! He has taken thee 
into the most noble family, yea, into the Divine household odf 
faith. He has permitted thee to walk with him as thy Father. 
He has appointed the way, promised to be with thee in it, and 
every moment, and at every step to be doing thee good. There 
can be no happiness superior to this on earth. Prize it ; for 
it is inestimable ; enjoy it ; for it is heaven begun. Walking 
with God by faith is present enjoyment of him, and will infa^ 
libly bring thee to the end of thy journey, to full and everlasting 
^oyment. 

Hold fast then the confidence of thy rejoicing. What ihou 
hast been taught by the Holy Spirit, depend upon him for con- 
firming and establishing. He has enabled thee to see the glory 
of the finished salvation of Jesus, and to believe the Divine 
record concerning it. Thou hast renounced every thing for 
the pardon of thy sins, but the blood-shedding of the Lamb, 
and every thing for acceptance, but the Lord our righteous- 
ness. Thy faith herein has been tried, and the trial ended 
weH. Thy temptations were manifold and violent, but they 
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h*r» itm» ihee g(»i. They ha?e shewed tbee the iBseessity 
of cfepending- upon the perfect work of the God-man — of rejoic* 
ingf wholly in Christ Jesus, and of having no confidence in the 
flesh. *They have also been the means of convinciiig thee, 
that thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded then, but fesr. 
And let thy fear of thyself lead thee to trust more in God, 
Rely on his faithful arm to maintain and carry on his own 
woik in thy soul. Remember, he has promised it. Thy 
sufficiency is of God, and he has engaged to give thee gnuro 
sufficient for thee. He has undertaken, as a Father, to supply 
all thy wants, to deliver thee from all miseries, and to with^ 
hold hom thee no manner of thing that is good. Thy salva* 
tian is safe : it rests upon a sure foundation, as sure as th« 
covenant of the day, and the covenant of the night. These 
succeed each other hy the will of their Creator, and have not 
been mit of course not one single moment. The ordinances 
of ckiy and night are regular and certain : so certain is thy sal- 
▼stion by the same unerring will. While the belief of this 
rules in thy conscience, and in thy heart, thou wilt be ahls to 
resist temptations. None of them will overcome thee, unless 
they separate between thee and thy God. Nay, they will 
work f(« thy good, if guilty fears do not wrest the shield oi 
&ith out of thine hand. O beg of God to keep thee and thy 
faith in the hour of trial, that thou mayest experience his faitlt- 
fuhsess to his word. If thou put honour upon it, according to 
thy faith so shall it be done unto thee. Give it credit, and thy 
steps will be ordered aright. Thou wilt walk in love this day, 
fts God hathr loved thee. He will be thy portion, and the way 
in which he is to be enjoyed will be thy delighc 

Set out then in this faith, with> peace in thy conscience, and 
love in thy heart — trusting to thy God and Father; look uip la 
him for strength to rnaintai'ii and to increase these graces, and 
hope %& receive it from his faith Alness. Now he has put a 
new song in thy mouth, even praise unto thy God, go on tbv 
way believing and rejoicing. Jesus is thine with all his fut 
ness. And he has promised thee a constant supply of the 
Spirit, that thou mayest have grace for grace, to. enable thee 
to walk humbly with thy God. 

Mind then, thy walk is to be ordered according to his nr- 
vealed will, and in his appcMnted way of obedience to it ; for 
all rational creatures are bound to obey God. As soon as he 
makes known his will to them, it becomes their indispensable 
duty : his will is one, like himself, unchangeably the samje, 
yesterday, tiMlny, and for ever; for when revealed hx the 
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sovereign Creator it becomes to mankind a law, which idtcr^ 
eth not: it binds angels and men every moment, in every 
point and circumstance; and its obligation will never cease: 
for all his commandments are sure, they stand fast fbr ever 
and ever: what he has commanded is as fixed as the sun 
before him. It shall be established for ever as the moon, and 
as a faithful witness in heaven. 

It pleased the sovereign Creator to enforce this holy, just, 
and good law by proper sanctions. Out of his mere grace he 
has promised life to obedience, which man engaged to perform ; 
and he threatened death to disobedience, to which penalty man 
submitted : thereby this law became a covenant of works. The 
promise was to him, who should continue obedient in all things ; 
for Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, 
that the man who fulfilleth those things shall live by them : 
but, if he does not fulfil them perfectly, without one failing 
he then comes under the penalty, which God has threatened 
to disobedience — * Cursed is he who continueth not in all 
things, that are written in the book of the law to do them :' 
this curse draws after it all the pains and penalties of the 
broken law in earth and in hell. 

Under this law of works Ada»a was placed, and under it 
all his descendants are born : ix-t. • rd they are bound to keep 
the law in their own persons, if l!*ty would receive the pro- 
mise, or liable to suffer the ptnialty if tliey transgress. Adam 
broke the law of works, and we all in him ; for in him all 
have sinned : we were all in his loins, when he fell, and for- 
feited in his attainder. By the odence of that one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnaiion : the righteous Judge 
passed the sentence, and decreed, that by the law of works no 
flesh living should be saved : for ho has proved in his word 
both Jews and Gentiles to be under the law, and under sin, 
which is the transgression of it : whereby every mouth is 
stopped, and all the world is become guilty before God ; there- 
fore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified 
in his sight. 

In the law of works there was no provision made for a 
surety ; but it did not absolutely exclude one : therefore it left 
room for the covenant of grace, in which a provision was 
made in the person of Jesus Christ for securing the divine 
honour of this holy law ; he undertook to stand up in man's 
place and stead, to magnify the precepts of the law in his life, 
and to glorify the penaltieb of the law in his deatii, that not 
one jot or tittle of it might fail till all was fulfilled : and as 
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ht was OoA over all, blessed for ever, his life and death pal 
ererlasting honour upon the Divine law. His obedience was 
of inestimable value, and his sufferings were infinitelv suffi- 
cient to take away sin. Christ is now the end of the law for 
righteousness : he answered the end of the law for his people 
by obeying and suffering for them : and every one of them can 
now plead by faith a perfect fulfilling of all the precepts, a 
perfect suffering of all the penalties in the person of their 
divine Surety. God the Father is faithful and just to his 
word and engagements with his Son : he has made known 
his will in the immutable record of his grace, * that whosoever 
believeth in Jesus should not perish, but should have ever- 
lasting life.' How can he perish ? Jesus died for him. He 
shall live with God in everlasting life : because Jesus lived 
for him. And this is the declared will of the Father con- 
cerning all that believe in his only-begotten Son. 

Remember, then, O my soul, that thou art not under the 
law, but under grace. Thou art saved from the law, under 
the form of a covenant of works. Thou art not bound to 
keep its precepts, in order to have life for thy obedience. Thy 
Surety undertook to act and suffer for thee : he was to answer 
the law in its commamU- «:nd demands to every jot and tittle. 
And he did. WK?itevei :: -oquired, whatever it threatened, 
was perfectly fulfllcd in tic ;.wrsoP- of thy God and Saviour; 
and he has abnoluteiy discharged thee from it as a law oi 
works. Thou art to Rave noihing to do with it in that view ; 
nay, he has forbidden thee to keen it in hopes that thou mayest 
live thereby. The irreversible decree entered in the records 
of heaven bus enacted, * Ly the works of the law shall no 
flesh be justified-* Then art now to look upon the law, in the 
matter of justifying and giving life, as a woman looks upon 
her dead hufband. She is freed from the marriage contract 
with him, and may no*? give her heart and hand to another ; 
so art thou freed from the bond of the legal covenant. Thou 
art become dead to the law by the body of Christ, who has 
espoused and betrothed thee to himself, that servmg him m 
newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter, thou 
mayest bring forth fruit unto God. This is thy high privileffe. 
Thy first husband is dead; happy for thee thou art lawfully 
married to another— Thy husband is thy Maker, Jehovah of 
hosts is his name. The Word made flesh has paid all thy 
debts, suffered thy punishment, wrought out a perfect right- 
eousness, and won a crown of perfect gloryfor thee. O what 
a divine honour has he put upon thee I Thou art now one 
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#Mi tmuuamti m a Itond of ereFladtliig Ime. Hr &a9 ^hm 
kimself %& th«e, with all he h»s and all he is ; and it is tby 
hamnn«8s now:, not te be thine owb, but the Loidf'8 — net lo 
fbHow thine own will, but his. The law of thy Lord is Kb- 
epty. As taught by his Spirit, and peribnned by fiiith, h k 
perfeet fipeedom. Whilst thou walkest with ham in obedienee 
lb it, and leanest on thy Beloved every step, thou wih find 
deHvera^ce ^om all i^iritual t3rranny and bondage, and wilt 
«Mby the light of his countenance, and the love of hiis heart 
Wien the &)n has thus made thee free, thou art free indeed- 
free, now thy heart is set at liberty to run with Jesus in Ae 
way of his commandments. 

In this view, O my soul, thou canst look with delight at th« 
most holy law. Attend to it closely, and study it carefully. 
In order to obey, as a Christian, these following considerations 
should be well understood and digested : because under ^e 
influence of them every step of thy walk is to be ordered. 
pray then fw the Spirit of wisdom to teach thee practically: 

First, That thy walk with God in the way of obedience is 
not to fulfil the law, as a covenant of works. Thou art not 
required to dio this ; thou canst not do it : Immanuel, thy di* 
vine Surety, took it upon himself. Because it was impossible 
for thee, a fallen creature, to keep the kw, so as to be justified 
by it, he therefore came in person to fulfil it. He honoured 
its precepts by his infinite obedience : he magnified its penal- 
ties by his inestimable sacrifice. And this is thy justifying 
righteousness. Through feith in the life and death of the 
God-man thou art not only freed from guilt and condemnation, 
from curse and hell, but art also entitled to life and gk)rj. 
The law is now on thy side, and is become thy friend: it 
acquits thee ; it justifies thee : it will give the reward promised 
to obedience. The law in the hand of thy Saviour has no^ 
thing but blessings to bestow upon thee : thou art to receive 
it at his mouth and to obey him : but not from any legal hopea 
of heaven, or from any slavish fears of hell : for then thoa 
wouldst come under the covenant of works again. Whereas 
thou art not under the law, but under grace : mind thy privi- 
lege, and pray for grace to Kve up to it. Thou art not under 
the law, bound to keep it perfectly in thine own person, or iw 
case of failing condemned by it, and under its fearful cause ; 
but thou art under grace, a state of grace through faith in the 
obedience and sufferings of thy blessed Surety, and under the 
power of grace sweetly inclining thee to tove, and mightily 
enabling thee to keep, the law of the Lord thy God. Live 
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thw^ hy gnuse, and stn shall not hare ^nninioaa afvvv th««t. 
Unikr the reign of grace, the tyrant sin is always dethit^ned. 
Obey under grace, as freely and fully saved by faith in Jestts, 
and this will make thy walk easy and evangeHcal : thou wilt 
go on with a free spirit, and wilt delight thyself in the ways of 
Godt walking with him, 

2. By faith, and not by sight. This is the great spring* of 
ail gospel obedience. Faith hath a universal ef^acy: for 
thus it is written — * Without faith it is impossible to pleasa 
God.' He is not pleased with the thing done, but with tha 
prkieiple on which it is done : he looks at the heart. Hearing 
the word, or saying prayers, or giving alms, or doing any thing 
eommisyided, are not pleasing in themselves ; but they must 
be perferraed upon a right motive, and to a right end. And 
both these come from faith. The apostle mentions the mo- 
tive, which had in^enced every step of his Christian course, 
* We walk by faith, and not by sight* — ^We judge of our state 
bK what God says of it, and we order ofir walk accordingly. 
We give credit to his witness of our being pardoned and justi- 
fied fireely by grace through faith, and we depend for the truth 
of this not on what we see» but on what we believe. We 
trust not on our good frames or warm feelings, or sensi- 
ble comforts, or to any of the genuine firuits and effects of 
faith, but we trust what God says simply, as his pecord : and 
therefore we walk in a constant dependence on the truth of 
God in hie word, and upon the faithfulness of Goi to his 
word. Some promised grace we stand in need of at every 
step ; and we rely upon his word, which cannot be broken, and 
upon his faithfulness, which cannot fail. Thus we go on^ and 
we find the promise made good, according to our fhith. 

Such was the apostle's walk : and is diise directed by the 
same motive? Search, O my soul, and examine upon what 
principle thou goest to duty. Is it in the obedience of faith ? 
Dost thou take no step without the warrant of the word of 
God ? Dost thou give full credit to what God says in it of thy 
state, as a justified person? And does this appear from thy 
dependence upon his faithfiilness to make good every thing 
promised to them^ who are in diat state? Blessed arfi thou of 
the Lord, if thou art walking by his faith, O praise his hdjp 
name, who has thus highly favoured thee, and ascribe to hiiw 
all the glory. So will thy end be right, as well as thy motive. 
True faith takes no honour to itself: it is an emptying* h«mt^ 
Uing grace. Its spring-head is in covenant love, and it is 
given from distinguishing favour and sovereign; mercy; it Kott 
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no foondation, when given, but the word of God : n3thmg to 
rest on but the Divine truth ' no support, but the Divine power: 
and no growth, but from the Divine influence. What then 
does it leave a man to glory in ? Whoever has it, has it all 
from God, and while he is in his right mind, living by it, be 
will be disposed to give God all the glory of it ; even for com- 
mon mercies, as well as spiritual, he will live by the faith of 
the Son of God. Whether he eats or drinks, or whatever he 
does, he does all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God, and the Father by him. And thus he will go on 
sweetly and happily, obeying not from slavish fears or legal 
hopes, but, 

3. From holy love, which is the fruit and consequence of 
walking by faith. Faith worketh love, and then worketh by 
love. The faith of the gospel, as a grace of the Spirit, worketh 
chiefly by love to God, and to man for God's sake ; for the 
gospel discovers the way of salvation, contrived by the eternal 
Three, fulfilled in the life and death of Immanuel, and applied 
to the sinner's heart by the eternal Spirit. Whoever is ena- 
bled to believe the gospel, will see himself an object of the 
covenant love of the blessed Trinity, and will therefore love 
Father, Son, and Spirit: for we love him, says the apostle 
because he first loved us. And faith in his love to us, will 
make us that we shall neither be barren nor unfruitful. Love 
is very active. Obeying from love is very sweet : how active, 
how sweet is obedience, when the love of God is shed abroad 
in the heart by the Holy Ghost who is given unto us ! He is 
an almighty Agent. He overcomes the power of legal unhe- 
lieving workings, and puts a new spring to duty into the heart. 
He manifests the love of God in Christ, his free distinguishing 
love, the exceeding riches of it, and the numerous blessings 
flowing from it through time and eternity. In the sense of 
these mercies he excites gratitude, and puts it upon acting. 
This grace has a wonderful influence. * What return shall I 
make unto the Lord !' is the devout breathing of the grateful 
heart : while the love of Christ constraineth it, all the affec- 
tions follow him, and the soul delights itself in his ways. 
j Then none of his commandments will be grievous : nay, his 

I yoke itself becomes easy, and his burden light: triumphant 

I love ! How active, how sweet did he find it, who cried out— 

! * I can do all things, I can suffer all things, I am more than 

conqueror, through him that loveth me.* 

Aiid is not this, O my soul, thy happy case ! prize thy 
priiilege, and adorn it in thy life. Walk in love with thy re* 
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eanciled God, and out of love to him perfonn aU duties, and 
bear all crosses. Bemember, thou art not required to obey, in 
order to be saved for thine obedience, but thou art already 
sared ; and therefore, out of gratitude to thy dearest Saviour, 
thou art bound to love him and to obey him. Thou canst not 
Icve his person, and yet hate his will. ' If ye love me, (says 
he,) keep my commandments' — give this proof of it^ keep in 
my way, doing my commandments. But whatever ye do, lei 
it come from the heart. Obey me, but see it be with a willing 
mind, and with a free spirit. When all springs from love then 
my service will be perfect freedom. I would have you to do 
my will, but without fear : not for life, but from life ; not that 
ye may live, but because ye live. Do it, as sons, and not as 
slaves : the slave abideth not in the house for ever, but the son 
abideth for ever. In this free spirit of adoption serve me, as 
sons of God, and heirs of God, and joint heirs with me. Stand 
fast therefore in the liberty, wherewith I have made you free, 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 

To obey from life and salvation received and enjoyed is 
sweet liberty. To obey, as the condition of life and salvation, 
is bitter slavery : it is an intolerable yoke, because it is not 
possible any fallen man should so keep the law, as to live 
thereby. But the believer freed from this condition by Christ's 
keeping the law for him is in liberty, he is saved from the pe- 
nalty annexed to the transgression ; he is entitled to the life 
Promised to obedience, and thereby he is delivered from legal 
opes and from guilty fears. In this faith he viralks on delight- 
fully in the \vays of obedience : for he is reconciled to the law 
through the grace that is in Christ Jesus; he loves it. O 
what love, says he, have I unto thy law ! Because now I find 
it according to the promise written upon my heart. And 
this is a 

4. Motive to gospel obedience. The new covenant runs 
thus — * I will put (says God,) my law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts, and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people : and they shall teach no more every man 
his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying. Know the 
Lord : for they shall all know me from the least of them to 
the greatest of them.' The heart is by nature as hard as ada- 
mant. It is enmity itself against the holy law. But the Lord 
here engages to take away tl.e stony heart, and to give an 
heart of flesh, upon which he will write the ten command- 
ments ; not in tables of stone, but in the fleshly tables of the 
heart. The Spirit of the living God will teach all his chil- 
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ten to! Ibiiffr dnda Fatlmr, he umll numifne to liicnai dtoi 
«do|RlioR» he wiJi smnod! to tlii^n. tkeir Father'^ love in. Jesvm, 
awl; i« trail make their hearts happy in the ei^03qn^iit o^. 
it I^GB. thft holy fhttte of this love will appeas towaie^ 
mn. U waH woans. sweetly in. benevolence, aind efibctmMv 
in: beneficenee. The love of God will open: the eontracted 
heoit^ ex^a]^ the selfish^ wann the colii^ and being hberali^ 
eat of the covetous. When the Holy Spirit teaches broth^^lT 
ktve he ovescomea all opposition to it. He says to his disci^ 
pies — ^- Be ye kind one to anotheiv tender-hearted, forgivnig 
onoi another, #ven as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven 
pm.' And he makes them kind one to another : they shew 
]| by eveiy good word and W€»rk. Thns, by manifesting to 
Aent the Fa^Mr xecimcibd m Jbsua, and by enabling them 
to kkve nnn for hia sake, he writes upon their hearts the 
tma gxeafe commandments, on which hang alft the law and 
the i^popheta. The love of Gsod, says the apostle to the 
Romans, is shed absoad in ouir heaxts, by the Holy Ghost; 
and te the ThessaLonians^ Ye yousselves are taught of God 
to love one aiiother. Thus he eng^es the aleotions of 
die soul to. tibe. holy law, and inclines the inner man to love 
obedience. It eeaseth to be a yoke, and a burden. How 
easy it is to do what one loves ! If you dearly love anj 
peiaon, what apleaisitre is it to serve him I What will not 
lave put yon upon doing or auffeia&g to oblige him? Let 
love rule in the heart to God and to man, his law will th^ 
become deli^tful, and obedience to it will be pleasantness; 
The soul will xun, yea, inspired by love> it will mount up 
with wings as eagles, in the way of G^'s commandments. 

Happy are the people, that aie in such a case ! And is it 
niifey O my soul, in so«ne measure thine ? Hast thou not been 
tought to love God, and his ways ? Since thou hast been 
«Gquamtodwilh.him^as. thy loving Father in< Jesus, has not 
.&y &ith been working by love to him, and to his will, and 
to hm whde household and &miiy? Remember this is 
promised. All tibe children of God are to be taught to 
JCDOw and to love their heavenly Father. This is the vepy 
tonof of the covenant of gmce, which the Almighty Spirlk 
ha& undeortaken to fuim : and he cannot M. in his office : 
il ia hb ornwn. and glory to make good his covenant «i^ 
fagameats : O tniat him then, and put honour upon hia 
nidtfialfiasft: he has promised to guide thee with his counsel 
and to stisngthen thee with his might, in the way of obe 
4Bmm to diy moonoited ftod. 
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Whftjfc k wtktft tliee».0E iridioat thee, to oppose tliy tfaUcing 
IB love with him* he will incline thee to resist, and he will 
enahle thee to OTercozne. Owhat may^st thou not expect fioni 
such a I>ivin& fnend, who is to abide with thee ea purpose te 
keep thy he^kft right with God.. What emmoi he do, whol 
will he Q^t do fbf thee ? Such as^ is the lore of the Father, 
aad of the Sos^ such is the love of the Hidy Ghostt. the saoM 
£ree, perfect,^ everlasting love : i>ead his promises of il : medi^ 
tate oa them i pray to him lor increasing faith to mix with 
them ; that he, dwelling m the temple of thy heart, thou raay« 
est have fellowship there with the Father Mui with the Sooi 
Whatever in thee is pardoned through the Son's, atonemeati 
]^y the Holy Spiiit to subdue, thai it may no* intemipt €<»»* 
saunion with thy God. And whatev^ g^ace is to be Deeeired 
out of the fulness of Jesus iu order to keep up and to pnmoiit 
that communion, entreat the Holy Spirit to give it thee with 
growing stcength : but prs^y in faith, nothing wavering. So 
shall the love of Ood rule m thy heart : and then thou, shittt 
be Uke the sun, when it goeth forth in its might, shining clearer 
and clearea: to the perfect day. O let thy course be like Ma, 
as free, as i;egular, and as comi»«iiicative of good, that thf 
daily petition may be answered, and that the wiU of thy Father 
msLV be done on earth, as it is done in heavem. 

When all these things concur, what can be wanting te 
make the way of obedience easy £md pleasant ? It is not noNV 
a. hard burden> impossiUe to be borne. The Spinit of life 
which is in Clurist Jesus hath made it easy. He has secoo^ 
ciled the believer to the law : for he shews it to him in. surety 
nagniiied and made honourable — ^magnified infinitely ia his 
ife — ^made everlastingly honourable in his death : so that the 
Father can get the fullest glory to. every Divine perfeotioA. 
even to his justice, by salving sinne'*s through £ftith in tlw 
nghteousness of his Son ; he can be just, and yet. the justsfier 
of the ungodly. Tbe believer, peisuaded of this, is reaofir 
ciled to God : being no^ kmger under the law, as a coveoant 
of works, but under grace, he loves the law, and walks wil* 
God in sweet obedience to it. He sets out» and goes oa every 
8t^ in faith — trusting to the acceptance of his person^ and ei 
his services in the Bdoved ; he does not work now, in ordor 
to be saved, but he works, because he is saved : and he ascribes 
all he^ does to the praise of the glory of free grace. He wosks 
bom gratitude, and the fjoith of God's etect aliVKa^s does. Il 
never fails to, shew itself by love« The^ Holy Spirit wins the 
heart by revealing to it the kve of Godv and thereby dx^mt 
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out the afiections after him. When the commandment saith 
' My son, give me thy heart ;' the son is ready, Lord, take it, 
and seal it in thine for ever. And whatever inbred enmity 
may remain against giving it to the Lord, the Holy Spirit has 
undertaken to subdue it. It is his office to take away the 
stony heart, and to create a heart of flesh, soft and willing tc 
receive the impression of this grace. With the same finger, 
which once wrote the holy law upon tables of stone, it is now 
written upon the fleshly tables of the heart. And then the 
love of God, and the love of man, are clearly taught, and 
effectually enforced. What a change does this make in obe 
dience ! Hard things are now done with ease. Rough wayt 
are made smooth. Painful things become delightful. T^e 
labour of love is sweet labour ; because the heart is in it. The 
feet run ; the hands work : all the faculties are ready to exert 
themselves, when love commands. 

O my God, let it be thus with me. Thou hast given me an 
earnest desire to walk with thee in thy ways, guide me in 
them by thine almighty Spirit. Let him abide with me, holy 
Father, as the Spirit of adoption, that I may always serve 
thee, as thy reconciled child, not under the law, but under 
grace.. I would gladly walk with thee every step by faith, 
and that faith working by love to thee and to thy whole will. 
O God, give me grace suffiicient for my holy walk. Let ihy 
faithful promise t^ daily fulfilled : write thy law still plainer 
in mine inward parts, and let it be more fairly copied out of 
my life. I want to love thee more, as thou knowest. my 
God, keep my heart sensible of the exceeding riches of thy 
love to me, and let the growing sense of this increase mine 
to thee. In the strength of thy good Spirit, enable me to over- 
come inward and outward opposition to my walking with thee 
in love. Let him strengthen me mightily in the inner man for 
every labour of love. From him cometh power to embrace 
and to cleave with full purpose of heart unto the ways of God 
— to love what he loves — and to hate what he hates. thou 
blessed Spirit of the Father and of the Son, make me willing, 
keep me able to enjoy the Father's love in his Son : and let it 
be a growing love, abounding yet more and more in knowledge, 
and in all sensible feeling, that I may run and not be weary, 
may be going on to the end, and not be faint. Even so: let it be 
done unto thy servant according to thy word, wherein thou hast 
caused me to put my trust. Let me have fellowship with the 
Father in his love, through the salvation of his Son, by thine in 
fluence upon my heart, now, henceforth, and for ever. Amen. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Th« walk of the believer in the way of duty. 

It is very hard to go in a straight course and for any length 
01 time. The hinderances are many : to understand the nature 
and obligation of duty, to enter upon it with right motives, to 
perform it in a proper temper ; to go through it without back- 
wardness, or weariness, not by constraint, but willingly, and to 
hnd the true end of doing it answered, these are great diffi- 
culties : but they will be removed in some measure out of the 
believer's walk ; if he attend to what was said before of obe- 
dience in general, and if he be enabled to bring it into practice. 

It cannot be too often repeated, that the true believer is not 
under the law, as a covenant of works — Abound to keep the 
precept for life : or liable to the penalty of death. He is not 
under the law in this respect, but under grace. He is one 
with Christ, who kept the precept, and suffered the penalty for 
him, as his surety, and in his stead. He has put in his plea, 
and taken the benefit of Christ's suretyship. His plea has 
been admitted ; and therefore he is in a state of perfect accept- 
ance. He stands in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
him free. Grace reigns in him, and dver him, and renders 
his obedience perfect freedom. He obeys, but it is all in faith. 
He works, but it is from a sense of the Father's love to him 
in his Son. Gratitude, taught by the Holy Spirit, influences 
his heart and life. His heart has the love of God written 
upon it, and his life manifests it. He serves God with a thank- 
ful mind and without fear, and cheerfully does all the good he 
can to man for God's sake. 

The believer will never get on m the way of duty, unless 
he learns to obey upon these gospel principles. He will stand 
in need of their assistance at every step : for he will meet 
with constant opposition to them. The flesh will not come 
under grace. The carnal mind is always legal. The old man- 
of sin knows nothing but working for life, and will not submit 
to any other way. Our sinful nature is altogether for the cove- 
nant of works. Jews, Turks, heathens, and nominal Chris- 
tians, are all upon one plan : they expect God will be merciful 
to them for their doings. And the children of God are exer- 
cised with this self-righteous spirit more or less all their days. 
Is it not, O my soul, thy grief and burden ? Art thou not 
daily plagued with it in thy duties ? And though thy princi- 
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pies be very evangelical, yet they too often fail thee in practice. 
O beg of God then, earnestly and often, that thou mayest be 
cast into the mould of the gospel, quite evangelized in thy mind, 
and mayest perform all duties upon such motives as he him- 
self requires and approves. 

t)uty is a debt owing to God — due from tha cieatuxe to the 
Creator. The obligation to it arises from the absolute depen- 
dence of the one upon the other ; and it consists in acknow« 
lodging this in the appointed, way, by a perfect and continual 
service of every faculty — the creature being entirely subject 
to the will of the Almighty Creator, and living in never- 
failing conformity to it : for the will of God doth bind all men 
on earthy and angels and glorified spirits in heaven. It is an 
unchangeable law, obliging for ever all creatures to obedience^ 
not only on account of the matter contained in it, but also with 
respect to the sovereign authority of the Almighty Lawgiver. 
And this obligation Christ in the gospel has not in the lea&t 
dissolved, but on all occasions has confirmed and atreii^gthened. 
How decisive are these words ! ' Think not that I am come 
to destroy the law and the prophets, I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfil ;' to Mfil the law in mine own person, as the 
surety for my people, and to put the love of it into their hearts, 
and to engage them, and to enable them to practise it in their 
lives ; though not for the same end, for which I fulfilled it. 

Duty is always one and the same — a debt always due to 
God. But the debt of obedience being withheld, and the 
death of suffering being incurred, the believer is taught to 
plead his discharge from suffering under Christ, and his ful- 
filling of obedience in the righteousness of Christ. With this 
faith he has a delightful prosjpect of duty. God is now ai 
peace with him. God loves him in his Son. It is his high 

Privilege to enjoy the sense of those distinguishing favours, 
or this end he is admitted to walk with his God : what an 
honour is this ! Having received the adoption of sons, he is 
blessed with his Father's love, and is taken into near fellow- 
ship with him. What a happiness is this ! ' Son, all that I 
'have is thine, it is freely given to thee in Jesus, and thou art 
uo'v called upon to enjoy me and mine in thy holy walk.* 
Here duty becomes his privilege. It is e^ted and spiritual- 
ized into a gospel grace. He is bound to it, but it is by the 
cords of love. The pleasing bonds of gratitude tie his heart 
to obedience, to a free, holy, evangelical obedience. He obeys, 
not as a slave, but as a son — not for fear, but because Christ 
has set him at. liberty — ^not that God may accept, pardon, aai 
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jwti^ Um, hat beomnel&od Itw dane ai for kim, sal will 
4l» all itt hkn — aoI that he may haTe he«Fea for his abe4ieiie«> 
hut beeauae heaoceB. is lesevred loi hinit and he for it. He 
ikevefose koks as duty, as gieatly lefiacd hy the gospels 
Every act of it done in faith, is aii act of fellowship with tfa« 
Father aad with tiie Son ; and by th^ giaca of tho Spirit 
earery act brings the Father'a love through the Son^a salvalao* 
kttto experienee^ He has eonuottnioQ wiih his God ift ail ho 
does. This exmoyea daiy. k ia heiehy nused to a divina 
hflttouv : for it is hereby niade, to them who are in Chatsl» the 
highest pfivilege they can have oa this sida hoaven. 

When the Holy S'pifit wntes the law u|pOB the hearty ho 
then teaches this obedience of faith. He does not aboliab 
duty, but he enforces it upon right motives, and dueete it to 
a r%ht end. The same duties remain in the gospel, but not 
upon the same obligation* Law duties as conditions of Ufo 
eiffiikot be fulfilled. The Jadge himself has decreed, that by 
the ^orks of the law there shaU no flesh be j^istified ia hia 
sight. Therefore the kw as a covenant of works, does not 
eater into the beHever's obedience. He obeys because he is 
freed from' this covenant — not freed from dokig the same du* 
ties, which this covenant required, but freed from doing them 
upon law motives, neither expecting the pvcwaised life on ae«' 
count of keeping the precepts, nor fearing the threatened 
penalty on account of not keeping them. It is his privilege 
to obey, because he ia saved. He works from a free sf^rit, 
and with a diankful heart He does all his duties in 4ith* 
He is spiritual in them, acting upon the endearii^ moitive ol 
Cbd 'S love to him in Christ, as it has boftt lovealsd to his 
heart by the Holy Spint. He hopes for the aeeeptaace ol 
them only throu^ the intercessirt»a of Christ : and after he 
haa done them eve£ so w^ he d^sines gioace fDom Christ to 
return him all his glory. Thua ia eveiy duty he aims at 
fellowship with God in Christ through the Spirit, and seeks 
to present aa odour of a sweet smelU a saci^Jfiice sxseeptable, 
well-pleasing to God. 

Whatever thou art required to do^ reniomber, O my soul, 
that thou art undes gsace, and iit is thy privilege to do it in 
foith. View the two. tables in ^^ head of thy Saviouii, and 
receive the ten eomnnaadments from his mouth. Hapf y kft 
thee, Jesus is thy lawgiver. His Spirit will gospelize thine 
obedience. He will b^ing thine heart into it. He will set 
thee in the chariot of love, and thou shalt ride on prosperously : 
ho will oil the wheels of i'uty, and they shall rup easy Ssod 
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pleasant. Thou tAoAt be earned sVeety through daty, thy 
Beloved being present and conversing with thee in it ; yea, 
thy faith working by love to him will render fellowship with 
God in all thou doest, the joy of thy heart and the glory of 
thy life. 

O beg of thy Divine Teacher thus to spiritualize thine obe- 
dience. From him only canst thou learn the two great com- 
mandments, which are the sum and substance of the will of 
thy God. In the first his nature is revealed, and then his 
worship. He is the Lord thy God, Jehovah thy Alehim; 
Jehovah means the self-existent godhead; and Alehim, the 
persons in covenant, Father, Son, and Spirit, partakers of the 
same self-existence, and Divine glory, without any di^rence, 
ir inequality. There can be no true religion without the true 
object of worship, and he cannot be worshipped unless he be 
•cnown : therefore it is an indispensable duty to know the 
Lord God. But how shall fallen man attain to this know- 
ledge ? He lost it by sin, and he cannot by any reasqping 
faculty or power of his own recover it. It is a matter of fact, 
that no man did ever, by searching, find out God. And at- 
tested, by infallible authority, that the world, by its wisdom, 
knew not God. There is no true description of the godhead, 
but what is revealed in Scripture ; and it is altogether iron 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, that any one savingly under- 
stands what is revealed. He the Spirit of wisdom and reve- 
lation opens the eyes of the mind, sets the object before them, 
and gives a clear idea of it. He takes of the things of God, 
and shews them to his disciples. He does not lead them into 
abstracted reasonings about the Divine nature, or what the 
absolute godhead is, biit his lessons are useful and practical. 
He teaches the knowledge of the persons in Jehovah, as they 
are related to sinners in the covenant of grace. Through 
him the Father is made known, * Ye have received the Spirit 
of adoption, by whom we cry, Abba, Father,' Rom. viii. 15. 
Through him the Son is believed in : for no man can say, that 
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. He discovers the 
Father's love in the Son, with its rich graces and abundant 
blessings, as it is written ; we have * received, not the spirit of 
the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we might know 
the things that are freely given to us of God.' He makei 
known the Giver, and the gifts, and he is received for that 
very purpose. He shines into the heart, to give the light ol 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the person of Jesus 
Christ. And this is .saving acquaintance with the Father and 
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with the Son ; for hereby the understanding is restored to the 

image of God; and the new man is renewed in knowledge 
after the image of him that created him. 

O what a mercy is this ! What can call for greater praise I 
And this mercy, my soul, is thine. Unspeakably gracious 
has the Lord been to thee. He has given thee the knowledge 
of himself. His image is upon thine understanding. His 
light is shining upon it : certainly it is as great an act, as 
when he first commanded the light to shine out of darkness ; 
for hereby I believe in him, I know him to be my Father, 
precious name I The love of his heart, and it is infinite : 
the blessings of his love, and they are numberless, he has 
called me to enjoy, freely, of mere grace, of his own sovereign 
good will^-called me to the adoption of sons, to the noblest 
dignity f yea, to everlasting honour, to be a son of the most 
high 6oa — God is my Father — my new birth is from him — 
that which is bom of the Spirit is spirit, and has fellowship 
with the Father of spirits. Behold, what manner of love this 
is ! No parent ever loved, or can love, a child as my Father 
which is in heaven loves me. And I desire in the sense of 
this to love him, to cleave to him with full purpose of heart, 
and gratefully to devote all I have, and am, to his service, and 
to his glory. O thou Divine revealer of this love, enlighten 
mine understanding, and influence my affections, that I may 
grow in the knowledge of my Father in Jesus : for. 

First, In him the Father only is to be known. He is his 
Father, as our covenant head, and therefore ours in him. God 
is not a Father to any, but in Christ. The name Father re- 
spects Christ, as the first-begotten, and then all his seed. He 
is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named, and depends for its adop- 
tion on the Father of their Lord Jesus Christ. He undertook 
to be made man, to live and to die for the many sons whom 
he was to bring to glory : and in consequence of his under- 
takings, it pleased the Father to lay up all fulness of grace 
for them in the God-man, their covenant head ; and it pleases 
fhe Spirit to witness of this fulness, and to enable believers 
to receive out of it grace for grace. Thus he reveals Im- 
manuel to them. They know him and are one with him. He 
is their Lord and their God, and by faith they live in him and 
upon him. Trusting to his atonement and righteousness they 
have peace with their recoi ciled Father, and they enjoy his 
love shed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghost. Waiting 
in th<* appointed ways they grow in the knowledge of the 
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wemdierful person 0od-Jefr!». They sec ni\,re of the Drrine 
g^loiy of his salvation work, and by depending^ oit it daily, they 
enjoy more of the things which accompany salvation. Thrice 
kappy are they, whose acquaintance with Jestis is thus^ in- 
freftsing. Their happiness has a boundless subject. They 
may study on, and they will find in him new worlds of delight 
to eternity. O ye highly favoured, read and adore the won- 
ders already wrought for you : among which, these are not the 
feast ; * We know that the Son of God is eome, and hath given 
us an understanding to know him that is true, and we are in 
him that is true, even his Son Jesus Christ, who is the true 
God, and eternal life/ Blessed knowledge! they have an un- 
derstanding given them, and they are savingly acquainted with 
the Father, and with the Son, by the teaching of the Holy 
Ghost. Jehovah is their Alehim. Thus they learn the first 
part of their duty, which leads them to the 

Second, Namely, to love the persons in the godhead, be* 
cause they stand in this most endeaimg relation to them. They 
love the Father, who is their Father in Jesus. They have 
not <mly heard of, and believed in, but have also enjoyed, this 
precious love. It has been shed abroad in their hearts by the 
Holy Ghost : who has overcome all resistance to his love ; yea, 
has made enmity itself yield to it. Having purified the eon- 
science by faith, he then purifies the heart : he pours into it a 
sense of that love, which gave his co-equal Son for them, and 
all the bfessings in earth and in heaven with him. Thereby 
he draws up the affections in holy desires to be more united te 
the Father of mercies. It is the property of love, to desire le 
be united to the beloved object. The Holy Spirit has disco- 
vered the object, and has given the desire, and he fulfils all the 
desires of his own creating. He teaches all the children of 
God to know their Father; and te experience his love to them 
in his Son, and then they cannot but love him. He creates 
the new heart for this very purpose: and makes it sensible 
that the Father's love is all received through the Son, and 
therefore the Father aaid the Son are beloved with an undi- 
vided afiection. 

The Son is his office name. It should never be hei»d wit^ 
out putting usi in mind of the wonderful love of our God im 
his undertakings. He covenanted to be made flesk> WImi 
a miracle of love is that ! He engaged with his Father to be 
the surety for his people, to do their work, to sufier their 
punishment ; and then God and man, one Christ for ever, was 
to have all fulness of covenant blessing* to give hie peopliii 
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Tke FsAbt bad no lore, the Spiril bestows no grace, Imi wkaft 
comes through Christ. A believer is therefore taught in every 
dung he does to have fellowship v/ith Christ. His safety, his 
happiness, his hopes of happiness to-day and for ever, are 
blessings to be received out of Immanuers fulness : fcnr he is 
the bead orer all things to the church, which is the body, the 
iiilnese of him that filleth all in all. And while the member 
is receiving life, and sense, and happiness, from the fulness of 
the Head, he will have kesh motives to love his divine Saviour. 
' What can fix his affections, if gratitude to Jesus cannot ? He 
has every thkig in him that cm win the heart. He has beauty 
to engage love, blessings to increase love, glories to increase 
love to him for evermore. He is beauty without a rivaL 
Whatever is charming in any earthly object is but a ray from 
him, and should lead to him : it is but a beam to point out the 
matchless graces of Imroanuel. And so is the loveliness ol 
heavenly objects : saints and angels have nothing beautifult 
but what the love of Jesus' has put upon them. He is the 
Lord and giver of all their glory. How glorious then must he 
be ? He is mine, says the believer, and my property in him 
makes him indeed glorious in mine eyes. Once I saw no 
beauty in him, that I should desire him; but now he is mj 
beloved and my friend. I can see every thing truly lovely in 
my Lord and my God. Whatever else courts my heart ap- 
pears to be but a shadow: the substance is my Jesus. He 
endears himself daily to me by his numberless favours. I am 
always receiving out of his fulness, some blessing, which 
mskes him the centre of my happiness. Every look of faith 
discovers in him some new excellency, and brings from him 
some fresh kindness, and thereby engages my heart still more 
to its precious Saviour. And when I look forward to the glory 
to be revealed, when I shall see my Jesus face to face, and 
shall be like him, and shall enjoy him, and in him all the 
blessings of the eternal Three for ever, O this is too big for 
present thought; yet it constrains me to give up my whole 
soul to this heavenly lover. Glorify him daily in me, thou 
iaithf^ witness of Jesus, and give me continual reason to love 
thee with the same undivided affection wherewith thou hast 
enabled me to love the Father and the Son* 

The Holy Spirit is Jehovah, a person in the self-existem 
godhead, equal with the Father in every attribute. His office 
name is Spirit ; the idea is taken from air, such as we breathe^ 
to denote his being the breather, or inspirer, of spiritual life. 
Every thing done by him in this c)\aracter terds to holinesa, 
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dnd therefore he is called the Holy Spirit. His office in the 
covenant, as well as his co-equality with the Father and the 
Son, entitle him to equal worship, and to equal love. For he 
undertook to carry into execution the purposes of the Father's 
love in Jesus. Their fulfilment depends entirely upon his 
grace. The Son has heen incarnate ; he has brought in ever- 
hsting righteousness, and made the atonement for sin: the 
Father is satisfied with his finished work, and has demon- 
strated his acceptance of it : the God*man is now upon the 
throne of glory with all power in heaven and earth. To this 
the Holy Spirit bears witness : it is his Divine office, to apply 
the salvation of Jesus, and to make it effectual. He does all in 
the heirs of promise. The Father gave them to the Son, the 
Son redeemed them, but they are in the common mass of cor- 
ruption, dead in trespasses and sins, till the Spirit of life enter 
into them. They feel not their guilt nor their danger, till he 
convince them. They are quite ignorant of God, and of the 
things of God, till he make them wise unto salvation. They 
cannot believe in Jesus, till the Spirit of faith enable them. 
They cannot rejoice in the Father's love, till the Comforter 
makes them sensible of it. They are without strength, untii 
they be strengthened with might by the Spirit in the inner man. 
They cannot go on in their Christian course, but by a constant 
Bupply of the Spirit. They cannot hold out to the end, but 
from his abiding with them for ever. So that he is the Lord 
and giver of life. He begins the good work, and he confirms 
it, until the day of Jesus Christ. Every motion of spiritual 
life is from him, and all those whom he makes alive, he makes 
sensible of the debt which they owe him. He manifests his 
love to them, and thereby he engages their love to him. They 
experience how great the love of the Spirit is. They are sen- 
sible of their obligations to him, and desire to be thankful for 
them. Thus their afiiections return to the proper object of 
love and worship. They receive daily the blessings of the 
Father's love through faith in the Son's salvation, by the ap- 
plying power of the Holy Spirit, and hereby they are recon- 
ciled to the first and great commandment; it is become the 
delight of their souls to love the Lord God. 

Here consider, O my soul, whether thou art acting upon the 
principle of gratitude to thy God. If thou art, then his yoke 
will be easy, and his burden light. Thou wilt not go to duty 
in bondage, hoping to gain his love by the desert of what thou 
doest, or fearing to be beaten with many stripes for not doing 
it well. Thy God whom thou servest is thy most loving 
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Smd, and tenderest father. He loved thee in Jesus fteely by 
grace, not by works done by thee, or to be done. Immanue] 
is thy Saviour : his love to thee is made up of miracles : no 
understanding of angels or of glorified spirits can conceive 
how great it is : for it passeth knowledge. Nevertheless, the 
Holy Spirit has revealed it unto thee. He loves thee, as the 
Father and the Son do, with the same Divine affection. Thy 
debt is equal, thy gratitude should be the same to the blessed 
Trinity. In the sense of thine infinite obligations thou art 
called upon to walk in the way of duty. Love to the person 
whom thou art to serve, will make service pleasant. And 
thou dost love thy God. He has given himself with every 
covenant blessing to be thine, and all these blessings are to be 
enjoyed in thy walk with him. With this faith look at duty. 
It is the expression of gratitude to thy dearest friend, and it is 
the viray to enjoy his Divine friendship. He requires it out 
of love to thee ; and would have thee to do it out of love to 
him. O ! how exalted is duty, when communion with God is 
carried on by it ! He would have thee to keep close to him, 
in order to maintain a sense of his gracious presence in thy 
heart, and so to walk with him as to have his love to thee 
confirmed at every step ; and therefore thou shouldest seek to 
preserve a constant nearness and holy fellowship with him in 
every thing thou doest. This is the will of thy God. May 
it be thine, O my soul. Study this glorious way of gospel 
duty. Pray to be taught it better, and to go on in it more 
spiritually every day. Bring it into all thy affairs. In thv 
calling as well as in the means of grace, in temporal as well 
as in heavenly matters, set the Lord always before thee, and so 
tive and act in every thing as to keep up communion with thy 
God and Father in Jesus by the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

When God is thus become the dear object of thy happy 
heart, then every way wherein his love is to be enjoyed will 
become delightful. The time, the place, the means of meet- 
ing with him, will be greatly desired and much longed for. 
Thy heart cannot but l^ where thy treasure is. Thou wilt 
want no spur to duty, no whip to drive thee to ordinances : it 
wLl be enough jthat the Lord is there. As when he said to V 
David, Seek ye my face — ^his heart replied. Thy face. Lord, 
will I seek. His heart said it : his affections were set upon 
God, and he was ready to seek, wherever God was to be found. 
No hunted hart ever panted more after the water-brooks, than 
Ills soul did af^er God. His hope in doing any thing was to 
have God's gracious presence with him. And his happiness 
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in k wm to bAve ceaatanmotk with Go«L TUn i8«(tapeld«ly. 
Aud what a glorious privilege is it ! O that it may be mf 
happy experieace thas to meet God ia all his waya, and t« 
enjoy him in my daily walk. That thou mayest grow in thif 
Divine fellowship, consider, O my soul, some of the duties <f 
the first table, and learn to practise them upon gospel pria- 
clples. The first and chief is prayer^ which consists in keep< 
ing up daily converse with thy God upon all occasions. Tbk 
is the breathing of the new-born soul. It wants to draw t^c 
air of heaven, and to live in its own proper element. Tlien 
18 a way opened for it unto the throne of glory, and the dul* 
dren of God may approach it with boldness : for it is a thron* 
of grace, and he that sitteth upon it loves to hear and to an- 
swer their petitions. He is their Father, ' I go, says Jesos, 
to my Father, and to your Father; my Father himself lovetk 
you ; ask what ye will of him in my name, he will do it^ 
This is the beloved object of prayer-'-A reconciled Father in 
Jesus — ^i«^ose heart is full of tenderness to the complaints and 
miseries of his family — his promises are the declarations of 
his pure love — a dependence upon his fulfilling them does 
honour to his truth and faithfulness, and always brings dowa 
the blessing. The Holy Spirit abides with the children of 
God to teach them thus to pray in faith. He helps their in- 
firmities in {Hrayer, strengthens their graces, and bestows oa 
them their comforts. He enables them to come with bofUness, 
and to have access with confidence. Whatever their Father 
has freely promised to give them in Jesus, they will ask ta 
Uth, nothing wavering : for they know his promises cannot faU. 
They find them daily fulfilled, whereby their holy familiaritf 
(vith their Father increases. He draws nearer to themi aaJ 
(hey draw nearer to him. This their mutual intercourse ma^ 
De interrupted, but it cannot be entirely broken ofil God is al- 
fvays disposed to hear, although the believer be not always 
able to pray rejoicing. It is still his privilege, although be 
may not find any great delight in it ; but if he continue to 
make constant use of his privilege, his delight will return, ani 
God will fulfil to him the gracious promise — ^I will make them 
joyful in my house of prayer. 

Thus the child of God learns to love prayer, yea, to ijrafr 
without ceasing. He lives under his Father's eye, and in a 
dependence on his Father's care for him night said da^'- 
And he has hereby as true and lasting fellowship with tht 
things of God in his soul, as he has with the things of thi> 
world in his body. 
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O what an exalted privilege is this ! How highly is prayer 
hereby ennobled 1 It is not a law duty to an iS^soIute God : 
but a gracious intercourse with a covenant God — ^not practised 
that he may love us : but because he loves us — ^not to make us 
his children : but because we are his children. It should be 
performed always in this &ith. If there be infirmities in it, 
such as wandering, coldness, or the like, we are to remembei 
that we are not heard for the goodness of our prayers, nor an 
swered for the fervency of them. That which makes our per* 
sons accepted obtains acceptance for our services also. We 
and all we do are only accepted in the Beloved : ' For through 
Jesus Christ we have access by one Spirit unto the Father,' 
Eph. ii. 18. Our access is through Jesus Christ. Trusting 
to his finished salvation we enter into the presence of the Fa* 
ther, and guided by the Holy Spirit, we pray in faith. What- 
ever we ask in the Son's name, we know that we have the 
petitions which we desired of him. This spiritualizes prayer, 
and puts glory upon it : because there is heavenly fellowship 
with God in it, with the Father, through the Son, by the one 
^ Spirit. 

These are some of the privileges of Christian prayer. Thou 
goest, O my soul, to meet thy God in it — to converse with thy 
Father — to call on him for the fulfilling of his promises made 
in Jesus — to wait on him for his answers — and to give him 
bis gloxy. what blessed seasons hast thou enjoyed in this 
communion with thy God ! How has he manifested his near- 
ness to thee, and bounty towards thee ? Hast thou not found 
his heart open, his ears open, and his hands open, to grant 
thee 'the request of thy lips? And when thou hast not found 
such sweet fellowship with thy God in prayer, yet thy de- 
pendence on his faithful word has been exercised and improved. 
Thcu hast left thy petitions with thy friend and advocate, 
trusting to that most glorious description of him in Rev. viii. 
3, 4. * And another angel came and stood at the altar, having 
'JL golden censer, and there was given unto him much incense, 
that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the 
golden altar, which was before the throne. And the smoke of 
the incense which came with the prayers of the saints ascended 
up before God out of the angel's hand.* O thou great Angel 
of the covenant thus present my prayers. They are nothing 
worth, but as perfumed with thy divine odours. Let them 
ever ascend before God out of thy hand, with the smoke of the 
incense of thy sacrifice and intercession. Blessed Spirit of 
prayer, increase my faith, that I may trust more to a prayer* 
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heturin^ Gorf and Father, who is always ready to grant e?ery 
good thing promised to his children in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Praise and prayer go together. The prayer of faith will 
afford continual matter for praise. The one is a dependence 
on God for every promised blessing, the other is the acknow- 
ledgment of his having bestowed it. Innocent man had his 
heart in this sweet work : it was his happiness. Every breath 
in paradise was praise. The redeemed man has more reason. 
His obligations are fisir greater, than Adam was under, to his 
God — ^raised from his fall — saved from the guilt and misery oi 
it — chosen and called to this salvation by mere grace — ^throagh 
faith a partaker of it — an heir of God, and a joint-heir with 
Christ. O what motives are these to continual thankfulness ! 
And these motives are effectual, when the Holy Spirit disco- 
vers the things that are freely given to us of Grod. He makes 
us sensible of them, and thankful for them : for he preserves in 
the soul a blessed poverty of spirit, an humble abiding sense 
of wants and unworthiness, and thus he lays a sure foundation 
for thankfulness. Every blessing is then received with a Why 
me — what am I, and what is my Father's house, that God 
should deal thus bountifully with me ? I must refer it all to 
the praise of the glory of his own grace : blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed me 
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly things in Christ All 
these blessings flow from the Father's love in bis Son, and 
the Holy Spirit has discovered to me that boundless ocean of 
love, and has often refreshed me with its life-giving streams. 
He has made known to me the good pleasure of the Father's 
will, which he had purposed in himself, to choose me by his 
distinguishing grace to be one of his children, and through 
faith in Jesus Christ I read my adoption, and take possession 
of the inheritance of children. Mine experience of these 
blessings cannot be questioned, while I am receiving out of 
the fulness of Jesus, grace for grace. 0~how great is mj 
debt ! It is equal to the eternal Three : so should my grati- 
tude be. It is very meet, right, and my bounden duty, that I 
should at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God : therefore with 
angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, I 
laud and magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising thee 
and saying, Holy, holy, holy. Lord God of hosts : heaven and 
earth are ftill of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most 
high. Amen. 

Mav such as this, O my soul be thy daily tribute of thankf* 
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Consider what tbon owest to thy God — ^how grest are his 
&VOUIS, how many, how endless — and bestowed on the mo8t 
unworthy. ReWew his goodness in giving thee being and in 
preserving it Remember from how many dangers and pains 
he has delivered thee ; what health and ereature-eomforts he 
has vouchsafed of his mere bounty ; and what a monument ot 
his long-suffering thou art. O what a miracle ! that one like 
thee should be out of hell. Then put to the account spiritual 
favours, what blessings thou hast received from the JE^ther's 
love in Jesus ; what blessings thou art entitled to in him, not 
only in time, but also in eternity. Cast up the mighty sum, 
and say how much it is. Canst thou tell the numbers thereof? 
No. it is beyond the power of the gseatest arithmetician. If 
thou couldst write a figure upon every atom in the creation, 
thou wouldst want a new world, whereon to sum up the vast 
account : for thy mercies reach to the heaven of heavens, and 
they are also eyerlasting. Then consider to whom thou art 
th«s indebted. Is it not to a justly-offended God, who might 
have glorified all his perfections in punishing thee for thy sins ? 
Whereas in wonderful grace he has chosen and called thee to 
the adoption of sons. He is thy Father. This is the spring 
y{ all thy mercies. In love he gaive his Son to finish thy sal- 
vation ; and his Spirit has brought thee to believe in it, and to 
enjoy it. This is the source of all thy praise. The object of 
thanksgiving is thy covenant God, who is related to thee in 
such a bmid of love as vnll bring thee under eternal obligations. 
Thou art therefore in all thy praise, to remember thy relation 
to Father, Son, and' Spirit, thy debt to them for that most 
blessed relation, thy growing, ever-growing debt. Praise will 
pay none of it. The saints in glory do but acknowledge it. 
While they are praising more, tlw sum is increasing. O my 
soul, beg of thy God to give thee grace, that thine acknow- 
ledgments may be in some measure like theirs. They are 
crying. Holy, holy, holy. Lord God, giving glory for the Father's 
love in Jesus, and for their e3cperience of it by the eternal 
Spirit. May this subject be thine, more spiritual, more holy 
every day, till it be what theirs is, perfect and without inter- 
mission. 

Since it is thy privilege, O my soul, to pray to thy cove- 
nant God, and to praise him for covenant mercies, then thou 
wilt highly prize the Holy Scriptures ; because without them 
.hou canst not know what to pray for, nor what is indeed a 
mercy. Thy faith has nothing to stand upon, but the word ol 
God, and nothing to praise him for, but mercies therein pro- 
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mised, and by believing received. O how dear then should • 
his word be to thee ; how greatly studied, how diligently 
heard, that by it thou mayest grow in every grace, which is 
needful for thy holy walk with God. It is the appointed 
means by which the Holy Spirit acts. It is his great instru- 
ment in beginning and carrying on spiritual life. He opens 
the understanding to know the Scriptures, he inclines the will 
and the affections to receive them in the love of the truth, and 
he influences the whole man to submit to live under the obe- 
dience of faith. Whatever strength, victory, comfort, or bles- 
sing of any kind he bestows, it comes by obeying the truth 
through the Spirit. So that thou canst not go on in thy walk 
with God, but by a constant and believing use of the Scrip- 
tures. They should be thy study night and day, heard and 
read carefully, mixed with faith, treasured up in thy memory, 
received into thy heart, and brought into thy life, and all by 
the teaching of the Holy Ghost, in order to thine enjoyment of 
the promised blessings of the Father's love through the Son*s 
salvation. Thus the word will be the means of thy maintain- 
ing fellowship with the blessed Trinity. By mixing faith 
with it, thou wilt be constantly receiving from them covenant 
mercies : and so thou wilt go forward. Thy steps will be 
ordered aright according to the word, and thy way will be 
prosperous. 

Consider, then, O my soul, whether thou art making this 
use of the Scriptures. Dost thou find them the means of thy 
growth in divine knowledge in faith and love ? Do they 
really promote thy communion with God,' and, on that account, 
are they daily more thy study and thy delight ? Never think 
of hearing or reading them without praying for the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit, that they may be the means of keeping up 
fellowship with thy Father in Jesus. For this end they were 
revealed, and if this end be not answered, they profit thee 
nothing. Make it then thy constant practice, before hearing, 
to pray for a spiritual appetite, and as new-bom babes desire 
the milk, so thou mayest hunger and thirst for the good word 
of life — in hearing, beg of God, that thou mayest feed upon 
the word and digest it, and thine inward man may be nourished 
up in the words of faith, and of good doctrine — after healing, 
pray for a sanctified memory to treasure up for use, what thou 
hast learnt, that as occasion shall serve, it may be realized, 
and brought into practice, thy life and conversation being cast 
into the mould of the word. With the same dependence on 
the Divine teacher read, as well as hear, the Scriptures 
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Meditate on them : converse about them ; expecting to find 
them able to make these wise unto salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus, and as thy faith in him increases, 
able to bring in richer experience of thv Father's love in him. 

How sweet is prayer, how delightful is praise, how blessed 
is hearing and reading the word, when these are the means of 
meeting and conversing with God ! His presence puts the 
highest honour upon them, and exalts duty into a royal privi- 
lege : for he is present as a Father with his children. O what 
a dignity is it to have God for our father ! What a happiness 
to have free fellowship with him in this dearest relation ! In 
thy daily hearing and reading his word, observe, O my soul, 
what is spoken of this holy fellowship ; and seek to maintain 
it, and to improve it in every appointed way, particularly in 
keeping the command of thy dying Friend, 

* Do this in remembrance of me !' When his disciples meet 
together for this purpose, then place the whole dependence of 
thy heart upon thy crucified Saviour. Considering the infinite 
and everlasting efficacy of the sacrifice of his body and soul 
to take away sin, draw near in faith to feast upon it : for his 
flesh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed. Look 
well to the end of the institution : it was not only to remind 
thee of, but also to convey to thee, all the blessings of that one 
offering, which perfects for ever : it was to teach thee, that thy 
spiritual life, and every grace and comfort of it, are as depen- 
dent upon Christ crucified, as the life of thy body is upon the 
meat and drink of this world. Thy life comes from his death : 
thy life is nourished by feeding upon Christ thy passover, who 
was sacrificed for thee : he intended by the bread to point out 
unto thee his body, and by the wine his blood — ^by eating and 
drinking them, thy taking him and living upon him — ^by thy 
bodily support received from them, the nourishment of thy 
soul, by eating his flesh, and drinking his blood. He would 
have thee to look through the signs to the things signified : 
thou art not to rest in the outward act, but to rest in the pro- 
mise of the word of God. Thy faith is not to be exercised 
about the Lord's supper as a duty ; but it is to be exercised 
upon his word : and what he has therein promised to make it, 
that thou art to expect in taking it. He appointed it to be the 
means of communicating with him, and of thy enjoying fel- 
lowship with him in his sufierings. It is a spiritual believing 
act, in which thou art invited to partake of the paschal Lamb : 
it is the Lord's passover ; and will certainly answer every 
purpose, for which he instituted it : he appointed i*» to be the 
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means of safety from the destroyer, of deliverance from bon« 
dage, of free and full forgiveness of all sins, of a happy pas- 
sage through the Red sea, and of the everlasting possession of 
the promised inheritance: for these gracious purposes the 
Father's love gave his Son to be a lamb slain, and then a lamb 
feasted on : and the Holy Spirit makes it a feast indeed. It 
is to the believing receiver spiritually whatever the passover 
was to the Jews on their coming out of Egypt. It is a com- 
munion with the blessed Trinity — with the Father for provid- 
ing such a banquet of love — ^with the Son for giving himself 
to be a lamb slain, and to be a spiritual repast to his people in 
earth and in heaven — ^with the Holy Spirit for rendering th« 
bread which is broken the communion of the body of Christ, 
and the cup of blessing, the communion of the blood of Christ 
Communion signifies union with — the believer united to 
Christ — one with Christ — ^a member of his body, lives in him, 
and on him, has communications of life, nourishtnent, strength, 
eomfott, &c. as the members have from their union with the 
head. He has a real inward fellowship with Jesus, in his 
oross and passion, in his resurrection and ascension, in his 
intercession, and sitting at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high. He communicates now with Jesus in all the blessings 
of his Father's love, and will communicate with him in all his 
Father's glory. O what a privilege is the Lord's supper, 
when it is thus the means of communion with the Son, and 
with his Father through the Spirit ! What an honour is it to 
be admitted to a feast instituted by the Lamb of God, and for 
the enjoyment of the love of God ! What a blessing is it to 
sit down now to the marriage supper of the Lamb, and to par- 
take by faith of its spiritual realities and delights ! There is 
nothing beyond this upon earth, and it has sometimes been to 
the believing receiver, a foretaste of heaven. Yes, blessed be 
God, it has been, even to thee, O my soul, unworthy as thou 
art of one crumb from the Master's table, a feast of fat things, 
full of marrow, of wines kept and well refined. And when 
thou hast not been so highly feasted, yet thou hast enjoyed 
solid communion. Partaking of the bread and wine according 
to the Lord's institution, and depending on the Lord's promise, 
thou hast been fed and nourished at his table. The virtue of 
the Spirit has been put forth in thy heart, and thou hast as 
truly by faith, eat the flesh, and drank the blood of the Son of 
man, as thou didst eat the bread and drink the wine. It was. 
strictly speaking, a communion ; being united to Christ thou 
Wast a partaker of Christ, and hadst fellowship with him in his 
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Ub ttiid dei^tk* pmy for more of this* Bc^ q£ tke Holy; 
Spirit to increase thy comiuunion witt Jesus, tnat thou mayost^ 
lire more in, him and on him, and thereby enjoy more of the 
lore of thy heavenly Father. Plead his promise, and expect 
the fulfilling of it : ' He that eateth my fleshy and drinketh my 
blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. As the living Father 
bath sent me, and I live by the Father, so he that eateth me» 
even he shall live by me-* John vi. 56, 57. 

Viewing the duties of the first table in this light, bow ex- 
alted are tney* and spiritual ! Wh^t a glory does it put upon 
them, that the believer has fellowship with the eternal Three, 
and in prayer and praise, in hearing and reading the word, 
and at the Lord's supper, he enjoys their covenant mercies, 
partaking of them now as really by faith, as ever he will by 
sense in heaven ! The law written and engraven in stones 
was glorious, but the law thus written upon his heart excel* 
leth in glory. The two first tables of stone were broken, the 
other two are lost ; but no time shall deface the writing of the 
Holy Spirit. The new heart turned in love to God, shall 
keep his impression for ever. He then should rest securely 
upon this : because he has undertaken to abide for ever wit^ 
his own people, that the purposes of the Father's love, and 
the blessings of the Son's salvation, may be always enjoyed 
by them. In remembrance of this great truth they keep the 

Jjori^s day. They rest on it from labour, declaring thereby 
their belief of the rest, which the eternal Three have provided 
in Jesus — ^a rest in their souls — given without their labour and 
' pains — secured to them by covenant — kept for them by al- 
mighty power — a sabbath remaining for the people of &od. 
into which they shall as certainly enter, ^s Jesus their for^ 
runner has entered. Sabbath signifies a day of rest ; it was 
set apart in memory of God's finishing the works of the first 
creation ; and is observed now in memory of his finishing the 
works of the new creation. The end for which the world 
was made will be answered soon ; and then it, and all the 
works therein, shall be burnt up, and the place of them found 
no more : but the glorious work of the God-man shall endure 
for ever. In honour of this greatest work of God we keep 
the Lord's day. It is his sabbath — a day eternally famous for 
his finishing the work of salvation and entering into his rest. 
• And we who have believed (says the apostle) do enter into 
rest.' We do enter into it now by faith, and we share with 
him in his sabbath. The atonement which he made, the 
righteousness which he wrought out, the victory which he 
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obtained, the works which he perfected for ever, and the glory 
which he now inherits, we enjoy at present by believing, and 
enter upon the possession of them. According to our faith, 
such is our rest. He that believes without wavering in the 
finished salvation of Jesus, he will have the peace of God 
ruling in his conscience, he will experience the perfect love ol 
God to him, which will make him rest in his love to God, and 
then he will delight himself in the ways of God. This is 
the Christian sabbath. It consists in a resting upon Jesus, 
and in depending upon his having finished the works of re- 
demption, and then in living upon them for our souls, as much 
as we do upon the works of creation for our bodies. 

Sweet is the day of rest, spent in this holy employment. 
Happy time ! set apart for spiritual intercourse with God, and 
consecrated for keeping up fellowship with him in his fatherly 
love in Jesus, and for receiving from him communications ol 
his graces and blessings. Thrice happy day ! in which this 
fellowship is kept up, and these graces and blessings are en- 
joyed. By this heavenly converse the inner man is renewed 
with growing strength : his faculties are enlarged ; and their 
happiness is increased. By which means he comes nearer to 
the spiritual rest of the heavenly sabbath. He calls it his 
delight, holy of the Lord, honourable : because the end of its 
institution is answered to him, and he has on it happy com- 
munion with his God. When he draws near to God in his 
appointed ways, he finds God in them, and experiences his 
loving-kindness, which is better than life itself. Blessed is 
the man, who is thus highly favoured. He enters within the 
veil into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, and finds a most 
loving Father upon a throne of grace. In every service on 
the Lord's day, he seeks a more intimate acquaintance and 
more spiritual feDowship with him. His very heart is en- 
gaged in this work. His soul thirsteth, and his very fiesh 
longeth to meet God, as he has met him in the sanctuary. 
Therein he has found communications of grace, which have 
rendered the ordinances delightful indeed. He rejoices in 
hopes of meeting God, and of drawing near to him in prayer, 
of praising him still more and more for his abundant mercies, 
of hearing the reviving sound of gospel grace, and of ever- 
lasting love, and of receiving it not as the word of man, but 
as it is in truth, the word of God, and of sitting down to the 
banquet of heaven in communion with Christ crucified, through 
him partaking of the Father's love by the Spirit's influence. 
Blessed is he of the Lord, who is thus spiritual in sabhach 
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duties. By keeping up constant communion with God in them 
his blessedness is increasing. He is already in possession ol 
the same things, which his elder brethren are enjoying in 
heaven : and he will become more heavenly-minded, while he 
maintains daily fellowship with the eternal Three in their 
covenant offices and blessings. 

Consider, my soul, that these privileges are thine. Look 
well to thine improvement of them. Remember, thou art 
already, by believing, entered into rest. Thy sabbath is be- 
gun — a day, whose sun shall never sei — whose glory shall 
shine brighter for evermore. May thine enjoyment of this 
rest, which is so glorious, be growing, until thou attain to the 
eternal sabbath. O pray thy Lord to lift up the light of his 
countenance upon thee, to vouchsafe thee more of the love of 
his heart, and more of the bounty of his hand, more com- 
munion with him, and more communications from him, that 
thou mayest be growing up into Jesus in all things, and be 
ready, wnenever he calls thee, to enter in with him into his 
perfect rest. 

Thus the first table duties are kept. By the teaching of 
the Spirit, they become gospel privileges. When he makes 
us new creatures in Christ Jesus, then we take the Three in 
Jehovah to be our God. We know our Father in Christ, be- 
lieve in him, and love him. We will have no other gods but 
him. We give his honour to none, his name to none, our 
time and heart-service to none, but him. His love made 
known to us, engages our aflfections, and puts us upon seeking 
fellowship with him in all appointed ways. Yea, the more 
we know of his perfect love to us, the more we are disposed 
to love him, and to witness it in every thing we do. It be- 
comes our study to walk before him in all well-pleasing : for 
we find it our happiness. Whether we eat or drink, rise up, 
or lie down to rest, follow our worldly calling, or have any 
dealings with men, we endeavour to do all in faith. This 
makes the common things of life, spiritual actions : because 
in them we maintain intercourse with God. This is, indeed, 
the heavenly temper of the children of the Most High. They 
seek the presence and the blessings of their Father in Jesus in 
all they do. They are taught to live in a simple dependence 
upon him. They acknowledge this dependence by looking 
up to him for every thing needfiA., and, having received it, by 
giving him all his glory. Then they are returned in heart 
and life to that God, from whom they are departed by unbelief. 

Most blessed return ! For now the old sinful nature with 
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its afi^ctions and lusts is pardoned, and theteby they have lost 
their dominion. They have no right to exercise their tyranny 
any longer. The base selfish tempers, which rendered a mat 
a plague to others, and often a burden to himself, are dethroned 
The pardoning them in subduing them : these always go to- 
gether. They keep the understanding in darkness, but now 
it is light in the Lord. They blinded the conscience, and 
made it insensible, but now it has seen its guilt, and has found 
peace with God. The heart was engaged in their service, 
but now God has set up his throne in it, and sweetly rules 
over the affections. Thus a free pardon brings a man into 
liberty. He ceaseth to be a slave to his selfish tempers. A 
full pardon brings him full victory over them : for then he has 
the blood of Jesus to cleanse him from all sin, and the Spirit 
of Jesus to subdue all sin. He is ta&en into the protection of 
Christ, and is his free man. None shall make him a slave. 
The Spirit of Christ rules in him, and makes him willing to 
live under the reign of grace : he dwells and abides with him 
to preserve in his heart the love of God, and to produce in it 
the proper fruits of that love towards men. Thus he brings 
the sinner to love the 

Duties of the second table, which our Lord has summed up 
in one sentence — *Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.* 
This love was lost at the fall. Nothing is in mankind, by 
nature, but selfishness. He is a slave to divers lusts and plea- 
sures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one ano- 
ther. Every age has felt this malady, and complained of it: 
but no human means have been able to remedy it. Fine sys- 
tems of ethics, and beautiful plans of natural religion have 
been tried; the aid of strong reasoning, assisted with the 
forces of logic and metaphysics, has been called in ; but all in 
vain. Selfish tempers broke through their cobweb-argTunents 
and sported with their imaginary bonds. Sometimes they po- 
lished the outside a little, and made a man a courtier: he 
looked and smiled, and seemed to love ; but they did not reach 
his heart. This is the prerogative of the Lord Uod. He only, 
who made us creatures, can make us new creatures. And 
until we are new-born of God, we have every thing in us op- 
posite to brotherly love. But when we are bom of the Spirit^ 
then we are taught of him to love one another. He teaches it, 
and he enforces it. His lessons are entirely practical. H« 
not only informs the understanding, but also influences the 
affections. Having disposed and enabled the heart to lov« 
0od, he evidences the power of his divine love by its getmine 
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ftniti towards men. The«e are kiaepanhle from their c^use* 
Diyine love is never without brotherly love : ibr so far as the 
love of God is felt, it produces loving tempers. It opens and 
enlarges the heart, as the warm beams of the sun open and 
expand the flowers. The agency, which performs this, is al« 
mighty. The Holy Spirit, having begotten the new nature, 
writes upon it the law of love. He keeps it willing to resist, 
and makes it able to overcome, the selfish tempers of the old 
man. The apostle Peter has given us a delightful description 
of the manner of \he Divine proceeding herein, 1. Pet. i. 21 
-*~2d. ' Christ was manifest in thpse last times for you, who 
by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead) 
and gave him glory, that your faith and hope might be in God : 
seeing you have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the biethren, see 
that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently : being 
bom again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, bv thf 
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.' The Chrisr 
tians to whom he writes were partakers of the new birth, they 
were born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible* 
The Holy Spirit was the author of their regeneration. The 
word of truth was the means which he made use of — they 
obeyed the truth through the Spirit. By believing it they 
were begotten again to a lively £uth and hope in God. They 
evidenced their love to him by their unfeigned love of the br^ 
tfaren : they loved him that begat, and loved those also thi^ 
weore begotten of him. From wh^ice it appears, that the love 
of the brethren, is not in the heart by nature, but is from the 
gmce of the Holy Spirit. He gives a new heart, and he shed3 
abroad in it the love of God, which by his influenc4^ wo^ks 
mightily in opposing and overcoming our selfish tempers, and 
in est^^shing the practice of second table duties. These 
spring from divine love. The Holy Spirit joins them toge- 
mer, as the cause and the effect. He teaches no man to love 
God without teaching him also to love the brethren. He rains 
and shines upon the tree of love; under his cultivation it 
thrives : he brings forth the sweet and loving tempers of the 
new man, and they bear fruit abundantly. And blessed fru^t 
it is, for God has great gloi^ from it, and men much good. 
Love thinketh, spesdceth, and doeth no evil. Yea, it cannot be 
in the heart, without a desire to do good to all men, especially 
unto them that are of the household of faith — to do good to 
their bodies and souls — ^to give honour to whom honour is 



due^«-to preserve their lives, th^h property, their chastity, thcjr 
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good name — to bear no folse witness, but always to speak ^ 
truth of them — ^and to covet none of tlieir blessings, either spi- 
ritual or temporal. This is morality — Christian morality — for 
it is learnt no where but in the school of Christ. What his 
Spirit teaches, he enables also to perform, which moral per- 
suasion cannot. He gives a will and a power to put off the 
selfish tempers of the old man, and to put on the loving graces 
of the new man : these graces he preserves by his cdmigbty 
agency, and calls them into daily practice, through faith work- 
ing by love — love to God from a sense of his infinite goodness 
—and love to man for God's sake. Thus the second table du- 
ties, when done out of gmtitude to God for his infinite mercies 
help the believer on his walk heavenwards, and are the means 
of maintaining constant fellowship with his God. 

Is this, O my soul, thy happy experience ? Examine care- 
fully. What are thy tempers ? What is thy practice, with 
respect to loving thy neighbour as thyself? There is great 
complaint in the world of the want of brotherly love : and no 
wonder. It cannot be in them who are wholly lovers of them- 
selves. But may not the same complaint be tak^i up of the 
household and family of faith ? are not the children of the 
same father deficient in brotherly lore ? Yes, they are. Too, 
too often they live below their privilege, and thereby bring 
great dishonour upon God, and give great ofience to men. Be 
humbled, O my soul, for thine own failing. Remember, what 
reason thou hast to mourn for the infirmities of thy love — ^how 
barren it is in its proper fruits — how cold, when it should be 
fervent — ^how polluted, when it should be pure — ^how covetous, 
when it should be liberal. Hast thou duly attended to the 
cause of this, and does it grieve thee to thy neart ? Wouldst 
thou be saved from self-love, and increase in brotherly love, 
yet more and more ? Since this is thy case, meditate care- 
fully upon what is promised, and pray earnestly fcur what is 
provided for the subduing of those tempers which are enemies 
to brotherly love, and which, if not subdued, will hinder thee 
£rom enjoying the love of God in thy walk with him. 

First, Consider thy state. Thou art a pardoned sinner, not 
under the law, but under grace — freely, folly saved from the 
guilt of all thy sins. There is none to condemn, God having 
justified thee. He sees thee in his Son, washes thee in his 
blood, clothes thee in his righteousness, and he embraces him 
imd thee, the Head and the members, with the s^me affection. 

Secondly, Consider what is promised to them who are in 
Christ. Sin sbiUl not have dominion over then^, Par4PQ^ 
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tin shall not Teign. It caimot, for it is dethroned. Thou art 
therefore free from this bondage. Stand fast in this liberty 
Now the condemning power of sin is taken out of thy con 
science, make use of the grace provided in Jesus to aeliyei 
thine heart from the love of it, and thy conversation from 
the slavish service of it. And remember, this grace is al« 
mighty. Trust in it, and thou shalt be saved from the 
tyranny of every sin. Therefore, 

Thirdly, Read the great charter of grace, and mark to 
what glorious privileges thou art entitled. Being saved from 
the guilt of all sin, and having a promise of being saved 
from the dominion of all sin, as the Lord's free man thou 
art by faith to claim thy birthright, and to enjoy it. Since 
Christ has given thee liberty, to whom shouldst thou be a 
slave ? Put off therefore the old man with his lusts and 
deeds : serve him no longer : it is a blessed part of redemp- 
tion to be saved from his service. God be thanked, that 
he may be put off, as a garment which you have done with, 
and will be put on no more. Away with it, it is filthy and 
abominable altogether. Yea, worse still, the plague is in 
it. Death and hell are in it : for the old man, sinful nature, 
thus to be put off, is a body of sin, and selfish tempers are 
his members, such as anger, wrath, malice, lies, inordinate 
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry. These must be put off, or they will be always 
plotting and acting against brotherly love. Therefore the 
new man, renewed in the spirit of his mind, opposes them, 
and is mighty through God to mortify them. By the same 
power he puts on, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
long-suffering, forgiveness of injuries, even as Christ forgave 
him, so he forgives; and unto all these graces he puts on 
love, which is the complete binding of them together. What 
an amiable character is here of the new man ! He is crea- 
ted anew in Christ Jesus, that he may exercise every kind 
and benevolent temper to the brethren. He is renewed in 
his heart to the unfeigned love of them ; and is enabled to 
manifest it by every work and labour of love. And lest the 
vile tempers of the old man, still in being, although dethroned, 
should get dominion again, he is strengthened mightily by the 
Spirit in the inner man to crucify them day by day. Since this 
18 hard work, consisting of continual and severe self-denial, 
no less than in cutting off right-hand, and in plucking out 
right*«ve, lusts : for thine encouragement to persevere, consider 
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Fourthly, That thou art in Christ — a member in his hody 
—-and in him thou hast perfect and eternal redemption from 
the old man of sin with his aflections and lusts. The more 
this is helieyed, the more will the fruits of it appear. Faith 
in the absolute and everlasting victory of the glorified Head 
will animate thee as one of his members to resist thy van* 
quished foes, knowing thou art a partaker of his victory, and 
in his strength, and to his glory, thou art fighting against 
them. In him thou hast already conquered : in him thou 
shah be more than a conqueror. Reckon thyself therefore 
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God in Jesus 
Christ thy Lord. And depend on him for the power of his 
death, that he may put it forth in thee, and mortify sin, and 
for the power of his resurrection, to quicken thee to newness 
of life. Thy communion with him in his death and resur- 
rection will be in proportion to thy faith. If thou believest 
steadfastly, that thou art one with him, thou wilt find the 
efifect of it in steadfast communion. Cleave then to him, as 
a branch in the vine. Planted together in the likeness of hiy 
death, thou wilt find virtue coming from him to crucify thy 
selfish tempers. Planted together in the likeness of his 
resurrection, thou wilt find virtue coming firom him to keep 
thee alive to God. To this fellowship with Jesus thou art 
crucified. Thou hast a right to commuaicate with him in 
his life and death. And whilst thou art enjoying it by the faith 
of the Son of God, sin shidi have no more dominion over 
thee, than it has over him. This being thy glorious Inrth- 
right, my soul, put honour upon it. Enjoy it in the peace 
of thy conscience, and in the love of thy heart. Bead thy 
perfect redemption in Jesus from every thing opposite to 
brotherly love, and improve this thy experience. As there m 
sufficient grace promised and provided for thee^ see thou make 
use of it, and manifest it openly in thy tempers and in th\' 
walk ! For consider. 

Fifthly, Thy God and Father calls upon thee to give glory 
to him for his love to thee by exercising love toward the 
brethren : and thou art bound to this by a thousand ties. Has 
he loved thee freely, dost thou know it, and is the grateful 
sense of it upon thy heart ? How then can it be JUd ? It 
cannot ; it will manifest itself as light does. The Father has 
chosen thee in his Son, that he might communicate to thee ^l 
his goodness, anc he has made thee u child of lights that thou 
mightest reflect the rays of his goodness upon others. ThoH 
art to shew forth the praises of him thai hath called thee oat 
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ef darkndSfi into his manreDous light. He hath cafled thee 
out of the deadness and blindness of thy natural state, and 
hath enlightened thee with the light of life. How marrel- 
lous; that it should ever shine upon thee ! Marvellous indeed^ 
that thou shoulds*, shine as a light in the world ! Admire 
this grace. Let others admire it with thee, by seeing the 
reality, and by feeling the comfort of it. And as the sun not 
only enlightens, but also enlivens, with his fruitful rays the 
face of the earth, and cheers every creature upon it ; so let 
thy light shine before men. Give them clear proof of thy 
love to God by thy love ta them : let them feel the blessed fruits 
of it, that they may see thy good works, and glorify thy 
Father who is in heaven. Love in thy heart will shew itself. 
It will communicate its gracious rays, and the Father of lights 
will have the praise. This should be thine end, as it is his. 
He aims at his own glory in all his mercies : his aim should 
be thine also. Thy Father calls upon thee to do good to 
others, that he may be glorified thereby. O what a hig^ call- 
ing is thine ! What an honour does God put upon thee. 
Thou art to bring him glory from men — ^from his own chil- 
dren : for their bowels are to be refreshed by thee — and from 
others^ that whereas they would speak against thee as an evil- 
doer, they may by thy good works which they shall behold, 
glorify God in the day of visitation. Aim at this. Look at 
no motive to do good to men below the glory of God. And 
remember, thy doing it may be the means of his visiting 
them, as he visited thee, with his great salvation. O blessed 
fruit of brotherly love ; may it be the happy effect of thy light 
shining before men. May God be daily honoured by it, and 
the comfort, and if it please him, the salvation, of his peoj^e 
be thereby promoted. Yea, Lord, this is my prayer. My 
heart says, Amen. 

If thou findest it very difficuk to live in the constant prac- 
tice of brotherly love, meditate, O my soul, upon the gospel 
motives for an ncrease of faith, and seek for the promised 
assdsteiice tc enable thee to love others as God hath loved 
fliee. Above all, expect the effectual teaching of the Holy 
Ghost. He only can write this delightful law upon the heart 
— ^the fair impres&ion of it is kept by his power, and the exer- 
eise of it in thy tempers and walk is the work of his grace. 
O pray then for a comstant supply of the Spirit, that in ail thy 
dealings With mankind it may appear thou hast been with 
Jesus. Set his most amiable life before their eyes. Give 
tiiem reasoa to honour his beneficence, from thy copying 
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it legiUy after him. Let his love to thee be glorified from 
thy labour of love to them. Study to shew forth his 
praises, and go about doing good as he did. And hereby 
convince the world, that Jesus Christ was the greatest 
moralist, and that his disciples came the nearest to the perfect 
pattern of their Master ; as a poet of our own observes — 

Talk thee of morals 1 O thou bleedinK love ! 
Thou maker of new morals to mankiud ! 
The grand moralily is love of thee. 

The love of Jesus teaches and enforces the love of the brethren. 
The Spirit of Jesus writes it upon the heart, and makes it 
practical in the life. And thus the two tables are joined to- 
gether : and love to him that begat, produces love to them 
that are begotten of him. When the happy believer is walk* 
ing in this love to his Father, and to his family, then he will 
live in the observance of the duties, which relate to himself: 
fdr he was taught them, when he returned in his heart to God* 
And every step he walks with God is in the presence of them. 

The first temptation was an offer of independence — 'Ye 
shall be as gods' — man was drawn away by it, and fell from 
his high estate. Still this mother sin is fruitful in fallen man« 
In great mercy there is a pardon, provided; and in the way of 
receiving the pardon, there is a remedy for it. The infinite 
wisdom of God so contrived the way of our recovery, that 
without Christ we can do nothing. His salvation undertaken 
and finished for us, his salvation applied to us, the blessings oi 
his salvation enjoyed by us in time, and in eternity, are the free 
gifts of his free grace. He is the author. He is the finisher. He 
carries it on from first to last. All our sufficiency is of him. We 
cannot without him so much as think a good thought. There- 
fore his redeemed people afire brought off from all trust in any 
other object, and are taught to place their whole dependence 
for salvation, and for every thing that accompanies it, upon 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

To this end the Holy Spirit, the great convincer of sin, had 
made them acquainted with themselves. He had awakened 
them to a right knowledge of their state, of which they had 
not been sensible before ; and they found that they were iallea 
and apostate creatures. He shewed them sin in its exceeding 
sinfulness, and they tasted some of the bitter fruits of it : they 
felt in what a dreadful condition their departure from God had 
left them — so ignorant that they could not by any human 
means attain to the least saving knowledge of God — ^so guiltyj 
that let them do all they could, still the condemning sentence 
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«f the law stood out against them — so unholy, that soul and 
oody were sold under sin, and ready to every unholy word and 
work — so utterly helpless, that it was impossihie they should 
of themselves attain true happiness, or escape deserved 
misery. The Holy Spirit taught them these lessons practi- 
cally. His conviction carried demonstration with it. He not 
only made them feel their guilt and their danger ; hut he also 
opened a way for pardon and safety. He led them to Jesus, and 
in him they found every thing needful for their salvation — 
treasured up for them hy the free covenant love of the Father 
— secured to them by the fulfilling of all covenant conditions 
in the life and death of the God-man — and received by the faith 
of the operations of the Holy Ghost : by whom they were 
made new creatures in Christ Jesus — members under him, 
their head — united as intimately as the branches are to the 
vine — and living by and in and on him, every moment, and 
for every thiilg. Thus the glorifier of Jesus teaches all his 
members to depend upon the fulness of their Head, and he 
abides with them in order to keep them in this dependence. 
He testifies to them of Jesus — * He is your whole salvation, 
your all in all ; you have not, you never will have, any thing 
to glory in, but in the Lord — whatever good you receive comes 
from his grace — whatever evil you escape, is from his blessing 
— ^dnd if ever you have eternal life, it will be the free gift of 
God in Christ Jesus. Your bodies also are dependent on him, 
as well as your souls : personal, family, national mercies are 
his royal favours, and bestowed out of his sovereign bounty.' 
Thus he teaches believers. He humbles them, that they may 
exalt the Saviour. He makes them poor in spirit, that they 
may live upon his riches. He keeps them sensible of their 
own emptiness, that they may be making constant use of the 
Saviour's fulness, and living in an absolute dependence upon 
him for every thing. While they live thus by the faith of the 
Son of God, every high thought is brought into subjection to 
him. Pride is daily mortified. Self-complacency is abhorred. 
Self-admiration is abominable. Humility is become their 
clothing, and they cannot put it off; because every moment 
they are making use of ii. Sins, wants, miseries, temptations, 
&c. are continually reminding them of their vileness, and of 
God's goodness. And this truth, enforced by the Holy Spirit, 
makes them willing to learn of Jesus to be meek and lowly. 
They become teachable scholars, and sit very low at his feet, 
where they attain to true humility of heart. And this influ- 
ences their whole behaviour. In a deep And abiding sense ol 
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diflir entire sinfulnesa and h^plessness, they loathe theBaMlvvd 
before God, aad walk humble before men. They feel they 
are of themselves nothing but sin, and if left to themselves 
can be nothing but misery ; therefore they put their whole 
trust and confidence in a covenant God, and his free grace 
kas from them all its glory. 

What is thy knowledge, O my soul, and what is thine ez^^ 
perience of this Christian poverty of spirit? Art thou ac* 
quainted with it in the ground of thine heart, and is it in thy 
daily practice ? Examine thyself, and with diligence : for it 
is a most blessed grace, advanced to high honour in the court 
of Jesus. To it he has made many exceeding great and pre- 
cious promises. O pray to him for this royal gift. Wait on 
thy Divine prophet, and hear his lessons. He teaches as man 
cannot. He recommends, he gives, the grace of humility. 
He makes his scholars truly humble in heart. Observe his 
abasing doctrine, and may all within thee bow to the power 
of it. 

Observe, how he humbles the sinner. He convinces him 
of his sinful state, of the corruption of his whole nature, and 
of the depravity of every faculty of soul and body. The 
sinner is made to feel it, and to live under the sense of it. 
And in order to fasten the conviction, clearer discoveries are 
daily made of this corruption : for it is a mystery of iniquity. 
There is no tracing to the bottom its deep-laid devices and 
never-ceasing workings. 'The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperatel v wicked : who can know it V There 
is not a man upon earth who knows all that may be known (rf 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and of his own sinfulness. 
When the Lord, who searcheth the heart, has laid open some 
of its infinite evil, he continues to discover more. Every day 
brings to light strange workings of corruption. The con« 
vinced sinner has deeper views of his helplessness, and of his 
unworthiness. And, after many vain legal trials, he at last 
finds it impossible for him to do any thing, for which God 
should pardon and save him. Thus he is laid low with his 
mouth in the dust. Behold, I am vile, filthy, and abominable 
altogether : I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 

These are the humbling lessons which the Holy Spirit 
teaches. He convinces the sinner, that there is neither help 
nor hope in himself, and so leaves him nothing to trust in, but 
the salvation provided in Jesus by covenant love, and given 
^roely by grace. And the manner of receiving this salvation 
6 such as cuts off all occasion of boasting * for faith is the 
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mBiy means appointed of God,— «md faith is his gift^Hftot be« 
stowed upon me worthy, but upon the ungodly, — ^not for any 
merit in them, or for any terms or conditions which they have 
performed, or ever will perform, but bv an act of absolute 
sovereignty, to the praise of the glory of his own grace. He 
will have mercy because he will have mercy. O humbling 
consideration! How low does it bring the sinner! How 
must his proud heart be abased, while he feels himself a 
debtor for every thing good to the mere will and pleasure of 
God ? And so long as he enjoys those good things, he is 
kept poor in spirit, because he has none of them to himself! 
They are laid up in the fulness of Jesus, are to be had from 
thence only by faith, and are received as the sense of his 
wants leads the believer to make use of them. Living by 
faith is the death of self-importance. Then the loftiness ol 
man is bowed down, the haughtiness of man is made low, 
and the Lord alone is exalted. 

Observe, O my soul, what an honour God has put upon this 
grace. * Before honour is humility.' Whom God honours he 
humbles first. He giveth grace to the humble : because the 
humble give him all his glory. The highest throne which he 
has upon earth is in the humblest heart. To it he vouchsafes 
his constant presence, and makes the greatest communications 
of his love : ' For thus saith the High and Lofty One that in- 
habiteth eternity, whose name is Holy, I dwell in the high and 
holy place, with him also that i$ of a contrite and humble spi- 
rit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart 
of the contrite ones.' O what an honour is here promised to 
the humble ! The greatest they can have on this side of heaven. 
God will dwell with them ; and what a blessing ! and his tem- 
ple shall be in the humble heart. The High and Holy One 
passes by what is in highest esteem among men. He stains 
the pride of human greatness and goodness. He does not 
vouchsafe to set up his throne with the princes, nor to give his 
honour to the learned of the world. But he puts honour upon 
the contrite and humble. He condescends to visit them ; yea, 
he delights to dwell with them, and in them — the highest 
above all heavens in the lowest hearts. There he communi- 
cates his choicest love and richest &vours. O my God ! be- 
stow upon me this grace, which in thy sight is so precious. 
Humble me, that I may be revived with thy presence, and re- 
freshed daily with thy love. Give me more humility, and fil 
me for nearer fellowship with thee. Bring down every high 
thought, and let me find it true, that God resisteth the proud 
but giveth more grace imto the humble. 
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Thus the true poverty of spirit is needful, not only to 1 niig 
the sinner to Christ, but also to preserve the believer in com- 
munion with him : for so long as he walks by faith, every 
thing will tend to promote this communion. In the daily sense 
of his wants, he will go to his bountiful Saviour for a supply. 
In the feeling of his misery, he will depend on his loving Sa- 
viour for relief: whereby he will be led to more intercourse 
with him. What he finds wrong in himself, will bring him to 
live more by faith, and as faith increases, so will his delight 
in God. He will grow more sensible of his weakness, and that 
will make him stronger in the Lord. He will know more of 
his own heart, which will humble him and keep him dependent 
on the grace of Jesus. He will see reason not to lean to his 
own understanding, but ever to pray, Lord, guide me by thy 
good Spirit. Viewing spots and blemishes in his best doings, 
his triumph will be, * I will make mention of thy righteousness. 
Lord Jesus, even of thine ordy,^ Thus every thing will hum- 
ble him, and lead him to live more by faith ; by which means 
he will get faster hold of Jesus, live in nearer fellowship, and 
be receiving out of his fulness grace for grace — two graces at 
once — the blessing needed — ^and thankfulness for it. Hereby 
a sweet intercourse will be kept open. To the humble, God 
delights to give grace, and they delight to return him his glory. 
The more he gives, the more glory would they gladly return. 
And he does give more, and he receives it back again in thanks 
and praise. Blessed grace ! by which this holy fellowship is 
maintained. Happy humility! by which the heart, being 
emptied of self, is made capable of receiving the fulness which 
is of God. Then is the promise fulfilled — *• Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven' — ^it is theirs 
now — ^not only in title, but also in possession, for the kingdom 
of God is witnin them ; and they are partakers at present of 
its blessings and glories, as truly, though not so perfectly, as 
they will be in heaven. Meditate, my soul ! upon this Di- 
vine grace. Thou seest the necessity of'^it. O pray earnestly 
for it, and for more of it. The great idol self must be de- 
throned, where God reigns. Thou canst not walk with him, 
unless thou art humble in heart. And if thou hast been walk- 
ing with him, thou wilt be taught to stop, whenever thou be- 
ginnest to look at self with admiration. O beg of the Lord then 
to give thee the true gospel poverty of spirit. It is to be in con- 
stant practice, and used for every thing : for thou seest how it 
keeps up fellowship with God, who makes the greatest com* 
nmnications of himself to the humblest. And the reason if 
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pfadn: because they return him all his glory. If therefore, 
thou wouldst have much grace in exercise, pray for much hu- 
mility. O my God, whatever thou givest, give humility with 
it, that I may not seek self in it, but thine honour, nor lay it 
out upon myself, but to thy glory. Meek and lowly Jesus, 
make me like thyself: keep me learning of thee, till I am per- 
fectly like thee. I would come always poor to thee, to receive 
of thy riches, and to receive with them an humble heart to 

f raise thee for them. O let thy glory be mine end and aim. 
^et me and mine be thine — ^I humbled — thou exalted. Let 
thy graces and gifts bring thee in a constant revenue of praise. 
And may thine increasing goodness be joined with a constant 
increase of humility, that my heart and all within me may 
bless and praise thy holy name, to day and for ever. Amen. 
And 

Let this appear in my whole behaviour to others. This is 
another blessed fruit of humility. It has an influence over 
the believer's intercourse with mankind, and renders his tem- 
pers and manners loving and amiable. Pride was not made 
for man, and yet it is in all men, and is the chief parent of 
human woe. it sets people above their place, and makes them 
think that they could support the greatest fortunes, and are 
able to manage the most difRcult aflairs. Others, as proud as 
they, deny them the fancied superiority. Hence come wars 
and fightings, public and private. The sweet grace of humility 
is sent from heaven to relieve those distresses : for into what- 
ever bosom it enters, it renders men kind to one another, ten- 
der-hearted, ready to every good word and work. Thus runs 
the divine exhortation : * fee ye kindly afiectioned one to ano- 
ther with brotherly love, in honour preferring one another.' 
This is heart-humility, which the Holy Spirit requires, 
and which he bestows. He brings his disciples into humble 
subjection to God, and then to one another : which has the 
most happy effect upon public, social, and private happiness. 
How would these flourish, if all men were of a meek and 
quiet spirit ! But there is none of this among the unconverted ; 
and, alas ! how little is there among believers ! How often are 
they found in the proud spirit of the world ! acting contrary to 
the lowly spirit of Jesus. And yet it is not for want of precept, 
nor for want of promised help : but it is because they are not 
walking by faith, as becometh the gospel, nor out of love to 
God*s glory studying to recommend humility by their prac- 
tice. Observe, my soul, the remedy provided of God for 
the subduing of all selfish tempers, and pray that it may be 
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sifectttd in thy Itfe and conversation. Do ve tiiink that ^ 
Scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth 
to envy? But God giveth more grace, wherefore he saith, 
' God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humUe.' 
This scripture cannot speak in vain : for fallen man is certainly 
such as he is here described. The spirit that dwelleth in him, 
in his own nature, lusteth to envy — a passion made up of prido 
and discontent — offended with God — and displeased with the 
blessings which he bestows upon men. It is an enemy to the 
love both of God and man, and transgresses the law of both 
tables. Pride brought it into heaven, and the fallen angeie 
brought it into this world. Ever since it entered by sin, na- 
tural corruption breaks out very much in envy. But God 
civeth more grace, to conquer this passion, than sinful nature 
has to put it forth. He not only gives grace to pardon it, but 
also more grace to subdue it : so that envy loses its dominion 
in the reign of grace. We cannot eubdue, any more than we 
can pardon, envy, pride, and such passions, but grace is al- 
mighty. Want ever so much, use ever so much, God has still 
more for you. And he gives more, when the creature is hum- 
bled enou^ to take it out of the hands of his mercy. Thus 
he overcomes envy : * For he resisteth the proud,* he is at open 
war with them, and they with him. Pride lifts up the crea- 
ture against the Creator, and puts it upon seeking happiness 
out of God : this is resisting his sovereignty, attacking his pro- 
vidence, and opposing his law. He is concerned to pull such 
rebels down, and he says their pride goeth before destruction: 
* But he giveth grace unto the humble' — he gives them grace 
to humble them, and, being emptied, he delights to fill them : 
for then they are disposed to receive his grace, and to value it. 
Whatever God gives, the humble give it back again to him. 
They have the blessing, he has the praise : which is the jusi 
tribute due to him for his gifts. And he gives more grace 
where he can get more glory. Thus he subdues self-conceit 
with its various proud worHngs. And as grace reigns over 
them, humility prevails; which has a friendly aspect toward* 
mankind. It keeps brotherly love in the heart, and tends 
mightily to the practice of every social virtue. Humility rjf- 
fereth long and is kind ; humifity vaunteth not itself; is n.>l 
puffed up ; doth not behave itself unseemly ; seeketh not her 
own ; is not easily provoked ; thinketh no evil. 

Consider, O my soul, those motives to a holy walk. Put 
them all together. Weigh them carefully again and again. 
Do it faithfully, r«s in the presence oJ ^od. And lhf»n try 
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Ivifether '^ou art walking in the way of dnty with a free spirit ? 
Dost thou proceed upon evangelical or upon legal principles ? 
Dost thou serve God for wages or for love ? Examine thy 
heart. God looks chiefly at it. How is it in duty? Is thine 
ohedience to justify thee in the least, or does it spring from a 
sense of thy being justified freely and fully ? Art thou going 
about to establish thine own righteousness, or dost thou sul> 
mit to the righteousness of God ? Art thou working from life, 
or for life 1 I require thee to examine diligently, by the light 
of the word, and by the teaching of the Holy "Spirit, what 9iy 
motives are ; for there is no acceptable obedience, but what is 
done in faith : whatsoever is not of faith is sin. If thou art 
acting aright, the love of Christ is constraining thee to obe- 
dience. Thoa art living under the influence of free grace. 
Thy conscience is at peace with God. Thou hast sweet 
liberty to serve him without fear. Thy heart delights in his 
service, and love makes his ways the joy of thy soul. Thou 
knowest what Jacob felt, when he served seven years for Ra- 
cheil, and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he 
had to her. A gospel-spirit does the same to God — ^love makes 
long service short, and hard service easy. Nothing is pain 
which love does. And this is gospel-obedience. It is faith 
working by lore, which refines duty into a grace : the com- 
mandments are exalted into privileges ; the ordinances become 
happy means of fellowship with God. The believer meets 
God in them, and by free converse he exercises and improves 
his love. He draws near to God, nnd God draws near to him 
in prayer, in praise, in hearing the word, at the Lord's supper, 
and in all sabbath duties. In these ways God manifests his 
gracious presence, and the believer rejoices in it. God com- 
municates his graces, and the believer receives them with 
thankfulness. O my soul, pray before duty for much of this 
communion with God in it. Seek it as the one great end of 
all duty. And if thou findest it, bless and praise &e goodness 
of thy God. But still seek to be more spiritual and evangeli- 
cal, that the fruits of thy fellowship with God may appear in 
thy practice of the duties of the second table. Love to God will 
ruanifes: itself by love to men : for the Holy Spirit teaches all 
Lri difciples to love one another, and he teaches eflectually. He 
ZkCi only makes them understand what brotherly love is, but 
he also gives n. They become partakers of the grace, and are 
enabled to practise it. Thus he recommends and enforces his 
lessons. He renders his scholars kind to one another, and 
♦jender-hearted. He puts forth his mighty power, and subdues 
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kbe vile selfish tempers of the old man, and brings into use dM 
benevolent tempers of the new man. While he carries on the 
gracious work, his disciples grow more acquainted with them- 
selves, and learn heart-humility. He makes them feel their 
fallen state, their sinfulness, and their danger ; in the sense of 
their guilt, and of their distance from God, they are willing to 
receive Christ for their whole salvation, and then to enjoy in 
him all the blessings of the Father's love in earth and heaven. 

If thou findest it difficult, O my soul, to walk according to 
this rule : if to obey from love to God — to love men for God's 
sake — and in the sense of thine own vileness to be humbled to 
the dust — if these be hard lessons, consider what makes them 
80. Where is the difficulty ? Is it not in thyself? And is it 
not chiefly in thy not using and not bringing into practice the 
principles advanced in the former chapters ? Duiy must be 
hard, if the spring of obedience be not in motion ; but if thi? 
act freely, then all will go on well. 

Thy whole conduct through life depends upon the nature of 
the salvation of which thou art a partaker by grace : consider 
it attentively. The growing knowledge of it will engage 
thine affections to a willing obedience. Is it not a complete 
salvation — ^an absolutely perfect work — yea, the greatest work 
of God ? because all the rest come from it, and lead to it. Is 
it not the infinitely wise contrivance of the eternal Three, for 
which everlasting glory is to be given to every Divine attri- 
bute ? When every other work of God shall cease, for this 
all heaven will to eternity be ascribing honour, and blessing, 
and praise, to Father, Son, and Spirit. Attend, O my soul ! 
to the Scripture-account of this salvation. Review the glory 
of it. Read again and again the revealed descriptions of it, 
till thy heart be satisfied, that this salvation is as perfect and 
complete, as the Lord God Almighty could make it This is 
its character. Hast thou studied it well, and art thou well- 
grounded and established in the belief of it ? Mind ; this is 
the foundation. If this totter, so will all the superstructure. 
O pray then, and be earnest in prayer, that God would enlarge 
thy views of the infinitely-glorious and everlastingly-perfect 
salvation, which is in Christ Jesus. 

As thou growest more acquainted with it, thou wilt see less 
reason to be discouraged at the experience of what thou art in 
thyself. It is a salvation for sinners — such as thou art — and 
and no way difiering from thee. Only when they are called 
to the knowledge of the truth, they are acquainted with their 
fallen state, are made sensible of their helplessness and of 
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tkeir misery, but are made willing' to cast their souls, at God's 

command, upon the Lord Jesus, trusting to the peace which 
he made by the blood of the cross. And art thou not in the 
happy number of these redeemed sinners ? Dost not thou be* 
lieve the record which God hath given of his Son, and look 
upon it as thy lawful warrant — ^to make use of what is laid 
up in the fulness of Jesus, — thine to take freely — thine to use 
folly — ^the more the better — ^thine for receiving, without any 
condition or any qualification ? He loves to give, and without 
money or money's worth. He thinks himself honoured by 
the pensioners of his grace, who bring nothing to recomm«iid 
themselves but their sins and miseries, and yet trust in his pro* 
mised relief. Herein he ^ories. When they come to tdm 
believing, he bestows his royal gifts upon every one of them : 
and so far as they believe, he withholds nothing that is need- 
ful for their holy walk in the way of duty. 

These are the principles which thou art to bring into prac- 
tice. Garry them, O my soul, into every act of obedience. Go 
to prayer and ever/'duty with this faith, that thou art in Christ, 
and in him a partaker of his finished salvation : then the 
Father's love to thee will be manifest, and thou wilt have 
sweet fellowship with him in ail thine approaches to the 
throne — ^whatever thou undertakest, forget not this leading 
truth. If thou lose sight of it, thou wilt get into darkness : if 
thou art not influenced by it, thou wilt be brought into bondage. 
Upon this absolutely-perfect salvation thou art to lire by faith 
upon earth, and thou wilt have nothing else to live upon by sense 
in heaven. Trusting to the complete work of Jesus, thou art 
to walk with thy God in time, as thou wilt follow the Lamb 
in eternity, receiving all out of his fulness. O view him in 
this light, and it will have the happiest effects upon thy daily 
walk. While thou art receiving from him grace for grace, 
thou wilt live with him in sweet friendship, duty will be the 
way and means of enjoying the love of thy divine Friend, and 
the more thou art in his company, the more delightful will be 
the way of his commandments. These are thy privileges. 
Read the promises concerning them. Gall to mina what thy 
Father in Jesus has engaged to give his children. Has he 
not provided grace sufficient for them ? And is it not for his 
honour, as well as thy profit, that he should give both the will 
and the power to walk humbly with him ? plead his pro* 
mises. Bind him with his faithfulness. Be importunate 
with him, and pray without ceasing. Let this be thy daOy 
fdea 

17 
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O mjr Ood, order my walk according to thy holy. w(»rd« It ii 
thy mind and will, that I should love thee with all my heart 
taad soul, and mind and strength, and my neighbour as myself; 
but I am not sufficient for these things. There is no pure 
love in my soul by nature. Every afiection in me is turned 
from the Creator to the creature. I am in bondage, a slave to 
lust, sold under sin. I cannot love thee, infinitely lovely as 
thou art, until thou break my bonds asunder, and set my soul 
at liberty. But being now redeemed from guilt and fear, I am 
become thy freeman; and for the unspeakable redemption 
^t is in Jesus, thou wouldst have me to serve thee. Blessed 
be thy holy name for requiring mine obedience upon this 
nveet motive—' I am the Lord your God^ who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, and out of the house of bondage.' 
On this account obey me : because I am the Lord your God, 
and I stand related to you, as your redeemer from slavery. O 
my gracious €rod and . Father, I desire upon this motive to 
keep thy commandments. I believe that thou art my God in 
Jesus, and through him I have redemption from bondage to 
my sins and enemies. With this free spirit would I always 
go to duty: but I cannot walk in this liberty, any more 
Uian I could at first attain it^ without thy grace. my God, 
let the Spirit of adoption abide with me, timi he may draw me 
nearer to thee in thy ways and ordinances, and I may in them 
enjoy more of thy presence and of the light of thy counte- 
nance. Thee I seek in them. Thou art die end of all ways 
and means : and if they lead me not to thee, I go empty away. 
Gracious God, make thy commandments the joy of my heart, 
and let them be the means of keeping up holy intercourse and 
happy fellowship with thee. This m^ heart pants after. Duty 
without this is nothing worth. I wait in thine appointed ways 
for the visits of grace, hoping to grow in knowledge and him, 
in hope and love. The communion which I have enjoyed has 
increased my longing. My soul is athirst for God, praying to 
be more with thee, and more like thee. And is not this what 
thou requirest, and what thou hast promised to do for me? 
Grant me then, my gracious God, the prayer of my heart. In 
all my duties let me enjoy thy presence and communications 
of thy love. Let me do them in faith, and with a single eye 
to thy glory. Let me be thus spiritual and heavenly-minded 
in them, tlmt I may grow up into Christ Jesus in all things. 

And I desire^ holy Father, to grow in love to thee, that I 
nay manifest the fruits of it by my love to mankind Pardon 
every selfish temper, which is opposite to the lo«re of the breth. 
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f&k ; and teach me to love them as thou hast loved me. What- 
ever thou hast promised, fulfil in me. Make me, O thou Spiiii 
of love, like the loving Jesus. Give me his benevolent tem 
pers, and help me to imitate his beneficent actions. Let his 
love to me be the pattern of my love to ^ them. Since thmt 
hast in much mercy made me a child of light, O let me shine 
before men, that they may see and feel my good works, and 
may glorify thee for them. And the more thou dost in me, 
and by me, humble me still more, O my God. Keep me meek 
and lowly, always ready to give the glory of all my mercies 
to the Three in Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, to whom Im 
equal honour and praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 



CHAP. VII. 

The Believer goes on his way rejoicing in God. 

Happy is the man to whom it is given, on the behalf of 
Christ, to believe. He has the blessing of peace. He is recon- 
ciled to God, through faith in the blood of Jesus : and he is 
freely justified, through faith in the righteousness of Jesus. 
The Father has accepted him in his beloved Son, and it is the 
ioy of his soul to know it : therefore he loves God, because 
God first loved him. In the enjoyment of this love he finds 
his heaven begun. By the same Spirit, who manifested it, 
and shed it abroad in his heart, he is kept seeking for more 
discoveries of it. In every appointed means he waits. As 
the hart panteth after the water-brooks, so panteth the soul 
after more of the presence of God, and of the light of his 
loving countenance. Having a command — Seek ye my face 
■^he obeys it from his heart : but his chief view in obedience 
is to behold the face of the Lord turned to him in love. He 
wants fellowship with God in duty, which highly ennobles and 
also endears it to him. He performs it in faith, and in a firee 
spirit. He goes to it as a beloved child to a most loving parent : 
and his heavenly Father meets him in it, receives him gra* 
ciously, speaks to his heart, and makes him sensible that he 
can deny him no manner of thing which is good. Hence the 
ways of duty become ways of pleasantness. The farther he 
advances in them, and the more spiritual he grows in the per- 
formance of them, he finds, clearer coumiunications of his 
Father's grace and love, which still increase his joy, and 
afford him surer earnests and happier foretastes of joy unspeak- 
abl e and fuU of glory. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC . - 



1S6 THB WALK or FAITH. 

As for the ungodly, it is not so with them. They are at 
ways seeking after joy. They are busy, and weary themselves 
in the pursuit of it, but they cannot find it. While they are 
turned in heart from the Lord, they look downwards for it; 
where it is not. They expect it will spring out of the ground : 
and if they cannot discover it upon the surface, they wiU dig 
into the bowels of the earth for treasures of hidden joy. But 
they disquiet themselves in vain. It is the sovereign decree 
of the Almighty, that nothing can make a sinner truly happy 
but God in Christ : this they will not believe ; and therefore 
they go from creature to creature, from object to object, inquir- 
ing, Where is the best joy to be found? each promises them — 
It is in me. But each disappoints them. And yet they go on, 
seeking it to-day in that very thing which deluded themyes- 
terday. Yea, their foolish hearts are willingly deluded, l^ey 
love to be pursuing what it is impossible they should attain. 
If after many trials they find the emptiness of one creature-com- 
fort, then they tarn to another ; and they will try the whole 
compass of beings and things, and will at last die in the trial, 
rather than seek for joy where it is holy, perfect, and ever- 
lasting. 

The believer is saved from this vain pursuit. He has been 
convinced of the insufficiency of the creature to make him 
happy. He has seen an end of all perfection in it. He can 
say, with the royal preacher, ' Vanity of vanities, all is vanity,' 
— ^ is changeable and imperfect under the sun : for the whole 
world lieth in wickedness, and under the curse. Deeply sen- 
sible of his error in having sought for joy in the way of de- 
struction, he now seeks it in the living God. Here he comes 
to the supreme good, the spring-head of true joy: and the 
streams which he receives from thence are always in propor- 
tion to his faith. If this be strong, there is great joy in the 
soul. If this be weak, joy is at a low ebb. The efiect is ac- 
cording to the cause which produces it. Joy in God is the 
effect of faith ; according to the apostle's prayer. ' Now the 
God of hope fill you with all joy in believing.' There is a 
present fulness of joy which we have by believing, as there is 
a future fulness of joy, which we shall have by sense. So 
that joy rises as believing does — ^fulness of believing brings in 
all joy---present enjoyment increasing as the title to future is 
clear. The present is the divine pledge of the future, and is 
therefore given us, that by believing we may now rejoice in 
the Lord, and be glad in the God of our salvation. 

From hence it appears, how necessary it is to the believerV 
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walking in joy, that his understanding should be clearly en- 
lightened with the knowledge of the doctrines of grace, ani 
that his heart should be established in the belief of them. 
Thou canst not, O my soul, review them too much, nor medi 
late upon them too long : for they enter into the very essence 
of all true joy. Study the gospel method of making reconci- 
liation for iniquity, which was the work of Immanuel, and of 
reconciling man to God, which is the work of the Holy Spnrit* 
H .s he done this in thee ? Art thou reconciled to God ? Is 
hy conscience at peace? Is thine heart happy through faith 
in the atonement and righteousness of thy Saviour ? Art thou 
satisfied of thy perfect acceptance in the Beloved ? Dost thou 
therefore obey thy Father out of gratitude, and go to duty to 
meet him, and to have fellowship with him in his love, and to 
glorify him for it ? Dost thou find his presence ? Is he with 
thee in all means, and art thou seeking in them for nearer and 
more intmiate communion with him ? Since this is thy case, 
vvhat return wilt thou make for such inestimable favours? 
Surely thou wilt be glad in the Lord, and wilt rejoice in the 
God of thy salvation. Being at peace with him, and a par- 
taker of his love — waiting for the establishing of this peace 
and love in the way of obedience, and expecting more commu- 
nion with thy God in the way of duty, who can have greater 
reason to rejoice ? A saved sinner, delivered by mere grace 
from wrath and hell, entitled to all spiritual blessings in Christ 
Jesus, and abeady admitted to partake of them, may sing and 
make melody in his heart all the way to heaven. And yet, 
alas I how often art thou, O my soul, in heaviness, walking in 
distress, and cast down, as if thy hope of rejoicing was in vain. 
And this is not thy case alone. It is too common. How many 
of God's children spend their days in a mournful, frame, and 
seem to forget their high calling and undoubted title to the ful- 
ness of joy ? Meditate a little upon the ingratitude of this be* 
haviour, and may the gospel motives to rejoice in the Lord 
always be the means of saving thee from an unthankful and 
mournful temper. 

First, Observe, he requires it of thee. The Scripture speaks 
much of the holy joy of believers, and calls for it. They are 
in duty bound to be glad in their God, as much as to pray to 
him : for he is always bestowing mercies upon them, which 
demand their everlasting tribute of thanks : and they cannot 
be thankful without being joyful. How closely were inese two 
united in the holy Psalmist! None ever more famous for 
praising God, or for rejoicing in God. What he felt himsell 

Digitized by VjOOQLC 



IM TRB WALK OF FAITH. 

he often exhorts the redeemed to experience : * Rejoice in the 
Lord, O ye righteous ; for praise is comely for the upright : 
Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright 
in heart : Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous, and give thanks 
at the remembrance of his holiness.* Remember his righteous- 
ness and holiness, how great they are, and how great the 
grace is, which has found out a way to make you righteous 
and holy. Remember those blessings with faith, and your 
hearts will be glad, and your mouths will praise God with joy- 
ful lips. What a sense had the prophet of those blessings 
when he broke forth into this acknowledgment ! ' I will greatly 
rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God : for he 
hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath co- 
vered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth her- 
self with her jewels.' These are the wedding-garments, with 
which the heavenly Bridegroom adorns his church, and in 
which he introduces her to the eternal banquet of love. Blessed 
are they who are called to the marriage-supper of the Lamb. 
Blessed are they, indeed, for they are arrayed in royal robes : 
their souls are all glorious with the beauties of Immanuel, 
with his divine righteousness and matchless graces. They 
have reason now to rejoice greatly : for they shall soon come 
to Sion with songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads ; they 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away for ever. These scriptures prove evidently that be- 
lievers are called upon to rejoice : it is their bounden duty to 
be glad in their God, for they are not living like his children, 
and making up their happiness in their Father's love, unless 
they are rejoicing in his rich and everlasting blessings : for, 

Secondly, Joy arises from the sense of some good. Joy in 
God arises from the sense of his being our chief good, and of 
Our interest in him. And this is the joy of faith : which is not 
in the least like the light frothy joy of the sensualist, nor the 
Wanton mirth of the unthinking multitude. It is not drawn, 
as worldly joy is, from vain perishing things, but from the 
word of Goa, which standeth fast for ever. It springs from 
the revelation of grace and mercy in Jesus, and from giving 
credit to it. Whoever honours its testimony, as the truth of 
God, will be convinced that he, trusting to the atonement of 
Jesus, shall never perish, and trusting to the righteousness of 
Jesus, shall have everlasting life. Hence come joy and peace 
in believing. The conscience is reconciled to God, and is at 
peace. The heart is made sensible of the love of God, and 
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nsdeeii in hinu Tbis was the expeiiettcie of the «we^t singetf 
or Israel, in the d3d Psftlm : ' Our heart shall rejoice in the 
Lord, Seeause we have trusted in his holy name.' This is a 
good reason. Whoever trusts in God will certainly rejoice in 
God : for by trusting in his word, and by depending upon his 
mith fulness, he cannot be disappointed of the good things whieh 
God has promised. We have an instance of this in a trem* 
bling despairing sinner, who had drawn his dagger, and was 
nlunging it into his heart. In that moment he heard of Jesus, 
it was given him to feel his want of a Saviour. — ' Sirs (says 
he to Paul and Silas,) what must I do to be saved ?' And they 
said, ' Believe in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
^alt be saved, and thy house.' And they preached unto him 
die word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. And 
he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their 
stripes, and was baptized, he and all his straightway. And 
when he had brought them into his house, he set meal before 
them, and n^tnced beiiemng, O what a happy change was 
here, and made by believing ! The self-murderer forgets his 
bloody design, and drops his dagger. He hears of a pardon and 
believes. His black despair gives way to sweet, peace in God. 
His misery ends in the knowledge of a joyful salvation. How 
blessed are they that believe ! God has pronounced them, and 
God will make them, blessed. There is no misery deserved, 
but by faith they are saved from it ; and no good promised, but 
by faith they may now enjoy it : they have therefore all the 
retison to rejoice that any person can have on this side <^ 
heaven. For, 

Thirdly, This joy is distinguished from the vain joy of the 
world by its Author. It is the gift of God. It is one of the 
^ccs of the Spirit of God. St. Paul says, ^ The fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy,' &c. — love to God, and then rejoicing in 
God. When the Spirit of adoption enters into any heart, he 
manifests, by believing, the love of the Father, and thereby ex- 
cites it into holy joy. He comes to make the soul happy m its 
return to God. It is the very end for which he is sent from 
the Father and the Son, and therefore it is called the joy ot 
the Holy Ghost. It is his fruit, produced by his influence, 
and kept by his power. It is like himself, of a spiritual and 
heavenly nature — a pure affection — in all goodness, and 
righteousness, and truth. He refines it from creature-delight, 
and exalts it above sensual pleasure : for it is the result of near- 
ness to God, and the eflfeci of fellowship with him : which is, 

Fourthly, Another blessed ingredient in the joy of believers. 
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It has God for its object. It is joy in God as their God> their 
supreme good, known, believed in, and enjoyed. The Holy 
Spirit has consecrated their hearts for fellowship with him. 
He has brought a free pardon for past apostacy, and full power 
to dethrone creature-love ; and he abides in their hearts to 
subdue it. He enlightens their understandings to see the 
Tanity of the creature and the fulness of God, and he enables 
them to reject every thing that promises them happiness, if 
they cannot enjoy God in it. Thus he keeps their hearts 
chaste and fixed upon God. Their joy becomes simple, as neir 
faith is : for this looks at the finished salvation, and resting 
entirely upon it, sees God perfectly reconciled ; thereby it lays 
a sure foundation for their joy in God ; because they now know 
him by faith to be their God, and can see their interest in all 
the blessings of his love in Jesus. This is the fountain-head 
of joy, from whence flow rivers of pleasure for evermore. 
The nearer they live to the fountain-head, the more communioo 
they have with God : their hearts become purer and holier, 
and their joys are more spiritual and heavenly. 

This is the only remedy for the miseries with which the 
world abounds. Men are uneasy ; seek for joy, and cannot 
find it ; because they seek where it is not. They go to broken 
cisterns, which cannot hold it. They are disappointed, and 
wonder : but still go on spending their days in this vain pur- 
suit. They do not attain any true joy. It flies from them, 
and at last they lie down in sorrow. What thanks then art 
thou bound, O my soul, to return unto thy God, who has saved 
thee from this delusion ? What a mercy is it that thou hast 
been led to the fountain of joy ! O live near to it, and from 
it derive all thy streams. Seek them all in God, and seek 
them in faith upon the w^arrant of the divine promise. He has 
said, * The meek shall increase their joy in the Lord' — they 
shall have it, and increase it. The more meek and lowly thou 
art, the more wilt thou be joyful in God. Pray then for grow- 
ing humility, that thou mayest experience the sweetness of 
this scripture — * Rejoice, in the Lord always, and again I say, 
rejoice' — there is always a matter of joy in the Lord. What 
a fulness did he find who testifies of it thus — * My joy shall 
be in the Lord — God is the gladness of my joy — all my springs 
are in thee — ^for thou art my exceeding joy.* Happy prince ! 
All his springs came from God, and led him to God. He did 
not draw his happiness from the brooks, but from the fountain. 
The brooks dry up, but the fountain cannot. He did not re- 
joice in his crown and dignity, in his victories and treasures 
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or in any worldly good. He enjoyed God in them, who was 
the joy of his heart. He only valued the gifts for the sake of 
the Giver ; for he made use of them hy faith, and then they 
were the means of bringing him near to God, and of keeping 
up communion with God. Whatever does this is a great 
blessing. And every thing should do this to a believer. 
While he lives like a child of God, he exercises his faith for 
spirituals and temporals; and his heavenly Father blesses 
him, according to his word, wherein he hath caused him to 
put his trust, and give him continual matter for joy and 
thankfulness. 

This is the portion of the Lord's people. He has entailed 
it on them. It comes to them by inheritance. And thou art 
bound, O my soul, to make use of it. Thy duty and interest 
call upon thee to enjoy much of it. Thy gratitude for the 
exceeding great mercies of thy Father's love cannot be so 
properly shewn, as by rejoicing in him.: for the thankful heart 
cannot but be joyful. It feels happy in God. My meditation 
of him, says a grateful soul, shall be sweet ; I will be glad in 
the Lord. This is a just tribute, which the Father expects, 
and which the Holy Spirit enables his children to return him. 
* Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound, they shall 
walk, Lord, in the light of thy countenance : in thy name 
shall they rejoice all the day, and in thy righteousness shall 
they be exalted.' These are great privileges, which God has 
promised and does bestow upon his people. It is true they do 
not all alike rejoice with great joy ; but they all ought. When 
their faith is weak their joy is little. But they have the same 
right to believe, and to rejoice in believing. There is the same 
provision made for the whole family and household of faith. 
They are interested in the same covenant, have the same pro- 
mises, and the same faithfulness to make them good. They 
have perfect security given them, that they may trust and not 
be afraid. The people who know the joyful sound of a free- 
grace salvation, have good reason to believe, without doubt or 
wavering. By such a faith they will see God perfectly recon- 
ciled to them, and will behola the light of his countenance 
shining on them in love. A blessed sight ! To eye it clearly 
is glory begun ; to walk in it is glory increasing. What is it 
but heaven, to rejoice ail the dav long ? But then it must be 
in thy Name, in the incarnate Word, in Jehovah Jesus : by 
faith in whose righteousne<is they shall be exalted, as high as a 
creature can be — being justified freely and fully, they have 
access into this perfe:t grace wherein they stand, and they re-. 
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joice in the hope of the glory of God : and not only so, but 
they rejoice in the way to glory, in tribulations, also, knowing 
that all things are working together for their present, and for 
their eternal enjoyment of God. 

For their encouragement thus to rejoice in the Lord, he has 
jnromised them, that the joy which he gives shall not be taken 
away, which is, 

Fifthly, Another great privilege. True joy is the gift of 
God : is a ffrace of the Spirit of God. It has God for its 
author, and God for its object ; and it has this prerogative 
annexed to it, that no one can destroy this gift of grace. 
The Lord Christ declares, that he will not suffer any crea- 
ture to take away what he bestows, what a rich cordial was 
this to his dejected apostles ! They were mourning upon 
account of his leaving them, and were sadly cast down, as 
men without hope. But he revives their drooping hearts 
with a promise — * I will see you again, and your hearts shall 
rejoice, and your joy no one taketh from you.' This is 
indeed strong consolation : for it is one of the streams which 
maketh glad the city of God — a stream that hever fails — it 
runs out of the ocean^of free-grace, and none can stop its 
running back into it. Not as the world giveth give I unto 
you, says Jesus. The world giveth empty joys ; continueth 
them by an uncertain tenure, and at last takes away all its 
gifts, and leaves its deluded votary to suffer the vengeance 
of eternal fire. Whereas Christ gives what is truly good, 
solid, and lasting. His gifts are without repentance. He 
is of one mind in continuing, as well as in giving : for his 
motives are in and of himself, and always the same. His 
own mere love, his free-grace, and the good pleasure of his 
own will, dispose him to give and to continue his favours ; 
and his one end is his own glory. Therefore he will not 
take away the joy which he has given, and he will suffer 
no one to talce it away. He secures by his power what he 
gives by his love. Such is the believer's right to rejoice in 
the Lord alway. His title is indefeasible. God hi^s freely 
given him in Christ all the good that can make him happy: 
and he enjoys it and is happy, so far as he lives by faith. 
While he goes on from faiUi to faith, his joys increase. 
Growing faith brings him in a richer harvest of joy. And 
he is commanded still to proceed, until his joy be full ; 
which is a 

Sixth privilege, peculiar to joy in God. Other springs 
fail. . They are of^en dry. And when they run the fuile'r 
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he that drinks of their water thirsts the moi^. But joy in God 

has a satisfying fulness. The fountain is always full, yea, is 
always running over ; and all the streams bring happy peace 
and holy joy. The more a man drinks thereof, the more sober 
and spiritual he becoifies : for whatever flows out of this foun* 
tain is grace, sanctifying grace ; the more we partake of it w© 
grow more like it* There is in it the divine property of con* 
forming and assimilating us to itself: for it weakens the cor» 
ruptions of nature, and strengthens the faculties of the new 
man ; and as these grow stronger, they cleave closer to God, 
and have more fellowship with him. By which means they 
partake more of his joy. A happy partaker of it declares— 
*In thy presence is the fulness of joy,' and therefore he prayt 
-^' Make me full of joy with thy countenance' — the presence 
of God with me, and his loving countenance shining upon me, 
is the fullest joy upon earth. And this comes from the gract 
of the Holy Spirit, and is received by faith. Our Lord say* 
to his disciples — * These things have I spoken unto you, that 
my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full/ 
His end in speaking was to give them good reason to rejoice, 
and to continue rejoicing, and if they received what he spak^ 
with full assurance, as they ought to do, it would produce in 
them a fulness of joy. And this would be so much to his ho* 
nour, and to their profit, that he commands them to ask it of 
the Father in his name — * Ask, and ye shall receive, that your 
joy may be full.' To the same purpose the apostle John, treat- 
ing of the person of God incarnate, through whom we have 
fellowship with the Father in all the blessings of his love> 
says, * These things write we unto you, that your joy may be 
full.' His design in writing was to lead them to nearer fellow- 
ship with the blessed Trinity, and to stir them up to seek in it 
their fulness of joy : and they have it full, who, satisfied of 
their title to the Father's blessings, are receiving them freely 
out of the Son's fulness by the grace of the Spirit. It be- 
cometh them well to rejoice : for in the same blessings therd 
is fulness of joy for evermore, joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
Put all these considerations together, and then see, O my 
soul, what a rich provision thy God has made for the joy of 
thy heart. Admire and adore him for his great salvation, for 
delivering thee from sin and sorrow, and for the free gift df 
righteousness and life eternal. To pardon, to justify, to glo^ 
rify, such an one as thou art, O what divine and infinite grace! 
What wilt thou return him for manifesting his love to thee, 
er.d for engaging thy love to him ? How great is thy debt for 
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Admitting tnee to fellowship with hiin» as thy God and Father 
and for the gracious communications of his love to thee in 
Jesus! What a subject is here before thee for delightful 
praise ! Look at it in any true light, thou hast reason to be 
glad with exceeding great joy. God, the infinite fountain of 
good, is thy God. He rejoices in thee, therefore thou shouldst 
rejoice in him. He has loved thee freely, how canst thou be 
sensible of this without loving him ? His love hath blessed 
thee with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus : whilst thou 
art receiving them out of his fulness, how canst thou refuse to 
thank him with joyful lips ? He says that he rejoices over 
thee to do thee good ; the belief of this should fill thy heart 
with joy and gladness. Indeed, there is nothing in God but 
what should be to thee matter of rejoicing. His faithfulness 
and justice are on thy side, as well as his never-failing com- 
passion : for he is thy God, thy covenant God ; he has given 
his Son for thee, and his Spirit to thee ; by his grace thou hast 
been called to enjoy fellowship with the Father and the Son, 
and to partake of their covenant-blessings. It is thy privilege 
to be improving this fellowship, and even upon earth to be 
tasting of the joys of heaven. May thy faith bring thee in a 
rich feast, yea a fulness of joy, till thy cup run over with the 
rivers of pleasure, which are at God's right hand for evermore. 
Remember, O my soul, it is thy duty and thy privilege thus 
to rejoice in God. It is thine interest and thy happiness. Thy 
God requires it of thee, as the grateful acknowledgment of his 
favours ; they are all of grace, inestimably rich, and everlast- 
ing, He would have thee to honour him for the gifls by re- 
joicing in the Giver. Joy is the sense of his goodness to thee; 
and canst thou receive the present, and live in hopes of the 
eternal blessings of his goodness, and yet be without a joyfal 
sense of them? Examine well; and try thyself. How is 
thy heart ? Is it happy in God ? Is it happy in nothing but 
God ? Whatever ^ man puts his trust in, from that he expects 
his happiness. In what Uien dost thou trust ? Certainly thou 
wilt say, my trust is in the mercy of God for ever and ever. 
And should not he be the only matter of thy joy, who is the 
only ground of thy faith ? If he be, then why art thou so oflen 
•cast down, O my soul, and why art thou so disquieted within 
me ? How many dejections, what great sorrows, and what 
frequent heaviness, dost thou experience. From whence come 
they ? Joy is sown for thee. The sower is the 3on of man. 
The Father has promised it, and bestowed it on thee for thy 
portion •• thou hast been called by grace, ^d the joy in beli^?» 
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mg is thy birthright What is the reason thoQ art not happy 
in thy God, and rejoicing in him always ? Search diligently 
for the cause. Depend upon it, there is a great mistake &.ome* 
where. The Scriptures cannot be broken, which treat of con- 
tinual joy in God. The promises cannot fail. The Promise? 
is faithful : and yet thou art not always a partaker of the pro- 
mised grace, now is this ? O try to come to the bottom of 
this error. May the Spirit of wisdom lay it open to thee, and 
may thy sorrow be turned into joy. 

rerhaps thou art seeking for some reason to rejoice in thy- 
self. This rejoicing is not good, although it be very common. 
It has a bad motive : it comes from pride. The end is bad : it 
is to exalt and aggrandize self, which was man's sin and ruin. 
It is forbidden in Scripture — He that rejoiceth, let him rejoice 
in the Lord. If thou couldst find something in thyself to be 
pleased with, thou wouldst then rejoice in thy pride. Sorrow 
for not finding it may bring thee right ; because it may be the 
means of shewing thee that thou hast nothing of thine own to 
look at with self-complacency. What hast thou that thou hast 
not received ? And if thou hast received it, why wouldst thou 
glory as if thou hadst not received it ? Hast thou any thing 
of thine own but sin ? Who gave thee grace, and made thee 
to difier from others ? Was it not God ? Did not all come 
from the good pleasure of his own will ? He saw nothing 
good in thee at first to move him to be gracious, and what he 
continues is to the praise of the glory of his own grace. If 
thou hast lost the sight of these truths, no wonder thou 
shouldst go mourning. God will not vouchsafe his joy to 
them who sacrifice to their own net, and burn incense to their 
own drag. He humbles and fills the humble with good things, 
but he sendeth the rich empty away. The rich rob him of 
his glory, and he refuses them his grace. Watch therefore 
over thy proud legal heart. Be jealous over it with a godly 
icalousy; and entreat the Holy Spirit to bring down every 
high thought in it, that thou mayest exalt God, and he may 
exalt thee. Remember the promise — ' The meek shall increase 
their joy in the Lord :' seek the fulfilling of this ; for joy in 
him is the death of self-seeking and self-pleasing. beg of 
God then to keep thee meek and lowly, that thou mayest be 
willing to live upon Jesus by faith, and to receive all the joy 
out of his fulness of joy. 

Perhaps thou art mourning under a sense of thy sinful na- 
ture, and groaning under the burden of indwelling sin, as holy 
Paul dt 1, and as all the dear children of God do, when they 
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are ia their riglit mind. This is godly sorrow, which workeA 
repentance not to be repented of. It is the true poverty oi 
spirit, to which the Lord hath promised his blessing. Indeed, 
eyery one that has it is blessed, because it is not only consis- 
tent with the truest joy, but also is the very proper temper of 
mind in which it is preserved and increased. They that sow 
in tears shall reap in joy. Self-knowledge is the breaking up 
df the fallow-ground, and is the ploughing and harrowing of 
it, thereby making it fit for the good seed, and to receive the 
enlivening influence of the heavens. The more any man 
knows of himself, the greater reason will he have to seek the 
harvest of his joys in God, and seeking by faith he will find 
them. If he be in the deepest humiliation, he will be then 
best disposed to rejoice in God. This holy joy generally rises 
highest, when self is lowest ; as the highest tide is alwap 
after the lowest ebb. Kemember this, O my soul, in the most 
abasing views of thy fallen nature, and it will lead thee to 
seek, and in believing to find, that in God which thou hast not 
in thyself. The empty, and none but the empty, may be filled 
with his joy. Let every discovery of thine emptiness lead thee 
to trust more in the salvation of God, and to enjoy more of its 
blessings ; and then thou mayest be, with Paul, always soi^ 
rowful, yet always rejoicing. Sorrow for self is the greatest 
friend to joy in God. Self-loathing is accompanied with the 
sweetest delight in God. May the apostle's experience herein 
be thine : * We are of the circumcision, who worship God in 
the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence 
in the flesh.' O pray for the same grace, and thou wilt find 
that the less confidence there is in the flesh, the more rejoicing 
diere will be in Christ Jesus. 

Perhaps thou hast been tempted to seek for joy in some 
creature-comfort, and hast not received it as the gift of God, 
nor enjoyed it by faith, nor returned him his glory. Thoa 
wast looking below God for happiness, and expecting it from 
some other object. The world had herein insnared thy heart 
There is not a greater enemy to the children of God : because 
it has objects suited to their senses, and capable of gratifying 
them : by which the world is always trying to engage their 
aflTections, and always succeeds, when they are not living by 
the faith of the Son of God : for this is the only victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith. See whether thy sor- 
row did not spring from some worldly disappointment ? Thou 
hadst dropped thy shield, and wast falling asleep in Delilah & 
lap; but awaking didst find the pleasure turned into pain. 
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This pain may be very profitable. It should convince thee of 
thy dreadful mistake in leaving God for the World, and shouU 
stop up thy way for the future. Now thou seest the need of 
being cautioned — ^Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world ; for all things out of Christ are under the 
curse. There can be no blessedness in them. The whole 
world lieth in wickedness ; it cannot make thee happy any 
more than hell can. But it is thy privilege to be delivered 
from this present evil world, and to be saved from the love of 
it. This is a blessed part of thy salvation. Expect it by faith. 
The victory is obtained ; see thy share in it. * I have over- 
come the world,' says Jesus. Almighty Lord, overcome it in 
me, as thou hast overcome it for me. 

But remember, O my soul ! whatever be the real cause of 
thy sorrowing, there is joy in God, and for thee; because he 
is thy God, in whom there is nothing to make thee sorrowful, 
but eve:^ thing which can possibly give thee true joy. The 
blessed Trinity are in covenant for thee and for thy salvation. 
And it is thy bounden duty, trusting to the finished work of 
the Son, to rejoice in the love of the Father. In the peace of 
thy conscience, and in the love of thy heart, thou art required 
to have fellowship with the Father and Son, and to be always 
giving thanks to the Holy Spirit for this fellowship. Every 
enjoyment of their covenant-blessings on earth is a foretaste 
of heaven, and a pledge of joy unspeakable. What thou hast 
now by faith, thou shalt certainly have in everlasting posses- 
sion : for there is a sure foundation laid in the covenant for 
thee to build thy hopes upon of rejoicing evermore. Thy 
Father has chosen thee and accepted thee in his Son. He has 
set his heart upon doing thee good, and he changeth not. His 
loving-kindness is like himself. He has drawn thee by his 
Spirit to believe in his love, and he has promised to love thee 
unto the end. He has freely given thee all spiritual blessings 
in Christ Jesus, and he reserves the full enjoyment of them 
for heaven. Nothing can rob thee of them ; because he keeps 
them by his power for thee, and thee for them. How should 
this help to fill up die measure of thy joys ! The Father of 
oar Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of 
all comfort, is thine, with all that his love can do to make thee 
happy. What canst thou want, but more faith ? The Lord 
increase it, that thy heart and conversation may be mor6 with 
him. As thine affections are set more on things above, the 
temptations to the love of the things below will be weakened. 
The sweetness of heavenly communion will deaden &ee td 
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the charms of tlie world ; yea, the world will be to thee as 
nothing, while God is all. And is he not all in all to thee ? 
Consider his nature, his personality, his covenant, his works, 
his graces, and his blessings : view them in their greatness and 
goodness ; thou hast an interest in them all. His wisdom 
contrives for thee ; his providence watches over thee ; his love 
waits to be gracious to thee ; his holiness, and justice, and 
truth, are thy friends ; all his attributes have engaged his 
power to bring thee to glory. The perfect salvation of Jesus 
is thine. His Father is thy Father in him, and has nothing 
in his heart but love to thee : the Holy Spirit has manifested 
it to thee in believing, to be a perfect, unchangeable, and ever- 
lasting love. Whatever the godhead has promised to give of 
happiness, is promised to thee ; and thou dost believe it, 
although thou art sometimes in heaviness, through manifold 
temptations. But even then there is joy laid up for thee in 
God. Joy enough in the fountain. It is always full, only thy 
faith draws out of it sparingly. Enough in God to turn thy 
sorrow into joy, if faith did its perfect work. for more faith, 
that thou mayest have more joy in believing ! 

From whatever cause then, O my soul, thy sorrow arose, it 
certainly did not spring from any thing which faith discovered, 
to be in God. Be assured of this ; and learn to improve thy 
sorrow about other things, so as to see thy need of trusting 
more, and of rejoicing more, in God. If thy sorrow be law- 
ful, coming from a sight and sense of thy sinfulness, there is 
good reason thou shouldst abhor thyself, and repent in dust 
and ashes. But this is also a good reason for joy in thy God; 
because the Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, 
and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. He gives to them 
the knowledge of salvation, and makes them glad with the joy 
of his countenance. Thus he delivers them from their sins 
and sorrows. He continues hi& loving-kindness ; surely his 
goodness and mercy shall follow them all the days of their 
fives. When they are under temptations to seek for joy in 
other things, he hedges up their way, that they cannot attain 
the expected good ; or if they do, he imbitters the enjopnent, 
and will not let them find any thing in the creature but vanity 
and vexation ; by which means he would teach them to derive 
all their joys from him, and from nothing but him. Wait, 
my soul, and read, and hear, and pray ; l« diligent in all means 
for thine improvement in this divine lesson. Seek the pre- 
sence of God, wherever thou art. Expect his blessing upon 
all that thou doest. Account his love thy chief happiness 
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and be sure nothings can make thee happy in which thou cansrt 
not enjoy his lore. If riches increase, the world smiles, health 
be grsuited thee, relations are kind, and all things go well, set 
not thy heart upon them. Look at the bounti^l hand which 
^ves, and depend on the grace which sanctifies those things. 
They are not worth having but as they come from and lead to 
God, and so may be spiritually improved. If thou canst live 
by faith, and enjoy God in them, then they are real blessings * 
for then thou wilt receive them as his gifts, and use them to 
his praise ; thou wilt eye his goodness in them, and admire 
him for them : and while he continues them, thou wilt be de« 
pendent on his grace to keep thy heart from idolatry, that 
thou mayest love the gifts only for the sake of the Giver. 
Whatever thou art going to do, ask thyself. How can this be 
the means of my rejoicing in God ? if it cannot, avoid it. If 
it come with all the world's flatteries, and make thee the mat- 
est ofiers of joy, fly from it : there is deadly poison under its 
gilded outside. Lay it down as an invariable rule of thy walk, 
that nothing can do thee good but what thou canst enjoy God 
in. He is the only source of good ; and every thing is to thee 
what he makes it: not what it is in itself; as such, all is 
vanity : but it is good when God makes it so. True joy is 
from him and in him. It is the gift of his grace, and does not 
stop at any of the streams, but goes up to the fountain-head, 
from whence they flow, and there finds its comforts. O my 
God, teach me thus to seek my joys in thee, and to make thee 
my crown of rejoicing. 

For thine encouragement, consider, O my soul, what he did 
to the travellers gone before thee in the way to Sion : how he 
comforted them, and made them glad with the joy of his coun- 
tenance. He led them indeed through the valley of Baca (of 
mousing,) the only highway to the kingdom ; but they found 
a well in it, a fountain of livmg waters : they went on sorrow- 
ing for their departure from God, but were made glad at their 
hearts in being brought back by his grace : therefore they 
wept rejoicing. Happy mourners ! And hast thou not the 
same reason as they had to sorrow for thyself, and yet to be 
exceeding glad in God ? It not this also the case with all thv 
fellow-travellers now upon the road ? Their hearts are with 
God. He is their portion. His heaven is their home. They 
would not make up their happiness in the accommodations by 
the way, but in God, their treasure, their supreme good and 
their everlasting joy. Neither would they be stopped by the 
inconveniences which they may meet with : these, improved by 
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faitb) will tend to make them long more to he at horns : ftr 

these will lead them to feel more of the trae joy there is in 
God, and will thereby inspire them with higher strains of 
praise and thankfulness. So that every thing they meet with 
on the road, will be sanctified to them, and will dispose them 
to make melody in their hearts unto the Lord. Their Father 
and our Father, out of the riches of his grace, has not only 
given them matter of thanks, but has also provided the very 
words to be used by them. Many a weary traveller has found 
them a rich cordial. His spirits have been raised, his soul and 
all within made happy, while he ^vas singing the sweet and 
heavenly hymn. Tike gospel prophet who had seen the glory 
of Immanuel, and who was the honoured penman of this divine 
poem, has left us a direction, when any one has a right to sing 
it, and to make it his ovni, Isa. xii. 1. * And in that day thou 
shalt say.' By looking at the context, the time here mentioned 
appears to be the day of the Lord's power, when the Spirit of 
life enters into the sinner, and he is quickened from a death in 
trespasses and sins. A happy, eternally happy, day. The 
same Spirit will be his comforter, will bring him to the know* 
ledge of his salvation, through faith in the gloriously complete 
work of Immanuel, by which he shall find himself freed from 
guilt and fear, and in Jesus made a partaker of grace and 
glory. Then the joy of the Holy Ghost is felt in his soul, and 
his heart is in tune to bless the Lord his God. — ' O Lord, I 
will praise thee, though thou wast angry with me ; thine anger 
is turned away, and thou comfortest me. Behold, God is my 
salvation ; I will trust and not be afraid : for the Lord Jehovah 
is my strength and my song ; he also has become my salva« 
tion : therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells 
of salvation.' These wells are the fountains of grace, from 
which the heavenly travellers draw their holy comforts; and 
with which refreshed they go on from strength to strength, 
praising Jehovah, and ascribing to him all the glory of their 
salvation. He was angry with them, and justly. The fire of 
his wrath might have burned to the lowest hell ; and his law, 
his justice, his holiness, and his truth, would have been glori- 
fied for ever in their destruction. , But admired be his mercy, 
adored be his sovereign grace, he himself found out a way 
to magnify every Divine attribute in their salvation. This 
was the wonderful contrivance of the Three in covenant. The 
Father accepted his co-equal Son in the place of his people, 
and his obedience unto death in their stead : he is now per- 
fectly reconciled to them n Jesus; his anger is turned away 
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Iran them. And when it is given unto them to know it, and 
they receive the comfort of it, when they have joy and peace in 
believing, oh what a day of light and glory then breaks in upon 
their souls ! — ^a day sometimes clouded with the rising mists 
and vapours of the body of sin, but often so bright and serene, 
that the warm beams of the Sun of righteousness shine 
directly into their hearts. These are times of great refresh* 
ing from the presence of the Lord. The communications 
of his love are then felt with pure delight, and the soul is 
made sensible that it is in Jesus a happy partaker of the 
fulness of joy. The man cannot contain his mighty bliss ; 
and breaks out aloud into thanks, and calls upon the by« 
standers, to admire the marvellous goodness of God. ' Behold 
(lee here a miracle of grace,) — God is my salvation' — wondef 
with me at the exceeding riches of this love — Why me? 
What am I, that the Most High God should be my Saviour ? 
I am sure he never set his love upon one more unworthy, 
nor plucked any brand out of the burning that was fitter 
fuel for hell-fire. Oh ! help me then, angels and men, to 
praise and adore that infinite mercy, which contrived, wrought 
out, and has now applied to me, this salvation, with all itt 
blessings. My debt increases; and I want to praise him 
more : for in that unspeakable gift of his Son he gave me 
all things, and he has now given me faith, and has put me 
into possession. I have his word for it, and I believe it — 
a word of infallible truth, confirmed by promise, ratified by 
the covenant oath of the blessed Trinity. These engage- 
ments cannot be broken, therefore ' I will trust, and not be 
afhdd.' On the part of the Divine covenanters, all is sure. 
They have given me the fullest security that can be, and I 
may take the comfort of it. They will never leave me nor 
forsake me, and my faith shall not fail. Blessed promise ! I 
shall be kept by the power of God, through faith, unto salva- 
tion. Glory be to * the Lord Jehovah, who is my strength* — 
his almighty arm holds me up, therefore * he is my song'— the 
Mime arm will carry me safe to the end, therefore my heart 
rejoiceth in him, and with my song will I praise him. I will 
make my boast of his strength : all the day long will I be tel- 
ling of his salvation. How can I mention too often these infi- 
nite mercies of my God ? I love to dwell on the delightful 
theme. It warms my heart, it inflames mine affections, and 
raises my soul to heaven. My joys are all in this one — ^| He 
also has become my salvation.' He is my present salvation : 
for he has opened the fountain, and has opened my heart to 
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receive the life-giving streams. How can I but bless and 
adore his holy name, while I am * with joy drawing water out 
of the wells of salvation V 

O ye blessed of the Lord, who have received the same sal- 
\'ntion out of the infinite fountain of Divine grace, assist me to 
praise. Your rejoicing with me will increase my joys, and 
improve my thankfulness. So it follows in the prophet — ^ In 
that day shall ye say* — ye ; not one only, as before ; but the 
many partakers of the same mercies will sing in chorus. They 
will join in social worship, and with one heart unite in the 
common tribute of praise. ' Praise ye the Lord, call up9n his 
name, declare his doings among the people, make mention 
that his name is exalted. Sing unto the Lord, for he hath 
done excellent things : this is known in all the earth. Cr^ 
out and shout, thou inhabitant of Sion ; for great is the Holy 
One of Israel in the midst of thee.' Great he is indeed ; infi- 
nitely—everlastingly great in himself — and to be admired for 
his excellent greatness in saving sinners. This is his greatest 
work, and it demands of them their highest praise ; and they 
are glad to give it him. Happy are they now, when humble 
and poor in spirit they can exalt their Saviour God : but who 
can tell how happy they shall be when he shall exalt them, 
and make them partakers of his own happiness ? Eternal sal- 
vation will demand the tribute of their eternal praise ; and they 
will be most blessedly employed in paying it, when they shall 
return to Sion with songs, and everlasting joy shall be upon 
their heads. Crowned heads may well sing ; for their corro- 
nation-day will last for ever, and the King of kings will put 
such honour upon his royal friends, that all heaven will ring 
with his praises. They will with one heart and one voice 
adore God the Lamb, whose gracious hand wiped away all 
tears from their eyes, and made sorrow and sighing fiee away 
for ever; and who gave them his joy and gladness, such as 
are, even in heaven, inexpressible, and will be to eternity full 
of glory. 

O my God, accept of my poor mite. I desire to join all the 
redeemed on earth and in heaven, in blessing and praising thee 
at all times. I would give thee praise continually witi^ my 
heart and with my mouth. I would rejoice in thee, and in no- 
thing but thee : for thou art my God, my supreme good, and 
mine everlasting portion. Let me then, for thy mercy's sedce, 
glory in praising thee henceforth, and for ever. I ascribe it to 
Uiee now with a glad heart, rejoicing in hope, that my praise 
will be better ere long, and never-ceasing. Thou art worthy 
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of all tlmt angels and men can pay. To thee, holy Father, 
with the Son and Spirit, the Three in one Jehovah, be equal 
and endless praise. To this I give my hearty Afnen 



CHAP. vni. 

The Believer walka humbly with God, bearing bis Grose. 

The happy believer is now advanced a great way in his 
journey. He has been brought to the saving knowledge of 
God — has received faith in his reconciled God in Jesus — ^has 
been taught by the Spirit to love his God — and has found the 
blessedness of holy communion with him in the way of obe« 
dience and duty, which makes him go on rejoicing ; then it is 
become fit and proper that his faith and love should be tried* * 
He must expect it. It is to the honour of God, to the good of 
others, and to the establishing of those graces, that proof 
should be made of them, and that they should be put, like 
gold, into the furnace. This is only a refiner's fire. If the 
furnace be very hot, one seven times more than it was wont 
to be heated, the gold wrill lose nothing. Sterling grace is 
purer and brighter for every fiery trial. Its enemies, who blow 
the flame, have no intention to refine it, and sometimes the 
believer himself cannot see how the means will answer the 
end : but God overrules every trial for his glory and the be* 
iiever's good, and makes it more precious than that of gold, 
which perisheth. Troubles, opposition from within and from 
without, all the difficulties he can meet with, only serve to 
purge out his dross, and to render him more fit for his hea« 
venly walk. Herein the grace of God is most marvellous. 
Such a power as brought light out of darkness, is continually 
directing and sanctifying the crosses of the believer, so that 
not one of them can stop him ; nay, the greatest of them help 
him forward in his journey, and bring him not only more 
safely, but also more happily to the end of it. Adored for 
ever be the Father^s love, which makes all things work toge- 
ther for his children's good ! 

When man was in paradise, there was nothing in him but 
what was conformed to the image of God. His will was one 
with the will of God. In this state there was no cross. Har^ 
mony ruled in the innocent breast ; and God looked on hia 
favourite man with delight. They were perfectly agreed, and 
they walked together in holy and happy friendship. But 
when man fell, then sin brought in sorrow, in the ten thousani 
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miseries which the body suffers, and in the eatiie conruptiea 
of the faculties of the soul, particularly the will, now at enmity 
with the will of God. Hence our crosses. Sin is their fruit- 
ful parent : and while we are in a body of sin and death, we 
cannot be exempt from suffering : for man is born to trouble 
as naturally as the sparks fly upwards ; but the unregenerate 
man does not feel the cause of this. He has no spiritua. 
senses. He is dead to God. He does not know why he suf- 
fers, and he is not sensible of what he deserves to suffer, 
therefore he goes on merrily, laughing and singing under a 
load of guilt, enough to ruin a thousand worlds. But when 
the Spirit of life enters into him, and he is made to see his 
state, to feel his guilt, and to fear his danger, then he begins 
to groan under the cross. Every day he discovers how totally 
he was fallen, and departed in heart from the living God. He 
now tastes the bitterness of sin, and finds the deadly fruits Ol 
it. Although there be a remedy provided to bring the wan- 
derers home, and he is made acquainted with it, yet he ie 
without strength to apply it. He cannot by believing take the 
comfort of it. When it is given him to believe, he still has 
sin and suffering to exercise his faith. Against his corrup- 
tions and temptations he must be continually fighting the good 
fight of faith. From this warfare he can have no discharge 
but by death. He must take to himself the whole armour of 
God, and be under arms night and day, or he will never be 
able to resist the assaults of evil spirits, or to overcome the 
opposition of evil men. This is the heritage of all the ser- 
vants of the Lord. All that will live godly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer persecution. If they be on the Lord's side, all bis 
enemies will certainly be theirs ; so that if they enter into his 
kingdom, it must be through much tribulation. The King 
himself went this way to the crown, bearing his cross ; and he 
has assured us the)re is no other way — * Whosoever doth not 
bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple ;'— 
he must deny himself what by nature he loves, ^nd must love 
what by nature he hates : unless he live in this state of self- 
denial, which is to be his daily cross, he cannot iive in com- 
munion with me, as one of my disciples. If he be one of the 
highest of them, yet he must carry his cross : for he has still 
a fallen nature, and its senses and appetites are always lusting 
against the will of God, and it is like plucking out a right eye, 
to deny them their gratifications, and to refuse them their 
much-coveted pleasures. He is in a body of sin and death, 
and must carry his cross to his grave, being liable to all the 
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^loSkftingB whieh mortality is heir to, and aH the way mor^ 
tified under them, because he cannot bear them without faith« 
nor hold out without patience; and these graces are not of 
himself, but are the gift of God. He is also forced to carry 
another cross all his days, even the corruption of his nature, 
depraved in every faculty, and always inclined to evil. This 
is the burden and grief of the children of God, under which 
they all groan : and a sore and heavy burden it is, heavier for 
being continual, and for its always working against the grace 
and glory of the Lord Christ : for this infection of nature doth 
remain, yea, in them that are regenerated, and appears in no* 
thing more than in their adulterous love to their own righteous* 
ness, of which they are so dotingly fond, that after the Holy 
Spirit has divorced them from it, and their Maker has become 
their hasband, even the Lord their righteousness^ yet still an 
unlawful attachment to their own righteousness remains, and 
is the cause of the greatest crosses, and of the heaviest trials* 
"h^ meet with in &eir way to heaven. 

Hence the cross becomes necessary for the whole nature of 
fallen man, for body and soul. The sensual appetites are con* 
tinually seeking their gratification in unlawful things, and the 
spiritual faculties are full of blind pride, and self-righteous* 
ness, and know no way to the Divine favour, but by their own 
works and goodness. The cross is indispensably needful to 
mortify the flesh, with its affections and lusts, and to crucify 
the vanity of the mind, that, when it would glory, it may have 
nothing left to glory in but the Lord. In this light let us con* 
sider the infinite love, which appointed the outward cross for 
the outward roan, and the inward cross for the inward man ; 
and let us see how, by each of them, communion with God is 
peserved, and the believer is helped forward in his blessed 
jimmey. 



CHAP. IX. 



Tbe BeUever, exercised with the outward Croes, carries it with padenee, and flnda It 
a great help to htm in his Walk heavenwards. 

We call that a cross which opposes our will. This oppo* 
sition renders it painful and grievous. A very little matter, 
the least trifle, becomes a great cross, when our will is set 
much against it. How then can the believer rejoice with a 
heavy cross upon his back ? or how can he rejoice all his days, 
if he must carry it to his grave ? The blessed gospel disco- 
vers how this may be, and die blessed Spirit gives the expe- 
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rience of it ; f<Mr he continues to teach the doctrines of gneOy 
snd under the cross ne enforces them. What has been treated 
of in the former chapters he now applies with life and power. 
The doctrines are put to the trial, and it appears that they are 
of God ; for none could produce the effects which follow upon 
believing them, but an almighty arm. Faith is tried in the hxe, 
«nd the believer is convinced it is the fiuth of God's elect ; for 
the promise is made good — ' When thou walkest through the 
very fire thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kin- 
dle upon thee.' His love to his reconciled God is put into the 
fiery furnace, and it comes out like the three children, sensible 
their God had been with them in the furnace, and their God 
had brought them out ; for which marvellous instance of his 
love to them, their love was increased to him. This is God's 
way. He gives grace, and then tries it. When he has ena- 
bled the sinner, by believing, to find peace and love, then he 
would improve those graces by daily exercise ; and if the ex- 
ercise of them be verv sharp and afflicting, it is only to esta* 
bMsh the truth of his heart, and to confirm the affection of his 
soul more perfectly in his God. His God. Mind that. His 
God still. The cross is not sent to weaken that relation. He 
is the same tender father to his children, when he puts it upon 
them, as when he takes it ofi*; and he would have them by 
faith to experience it. While they depend on his being per^ 
fectly reconciled to them through the obedience and sacrifice 
of Immanuel, they will see the same paternal afiection invari* 
ably set upon them, and always disposed to do them good. 
His love cnangeth not. The happy objects of it have given 
this glorious testimony, even when under his cross — *' We 
know that all things work together for good' — they found it 
so. Whatever he sent to them came with a message of his 
love. ' Hear ye the rod, and him that sent it.' They hear 
what he says by it, for it speaks of the Father's love, and the 
belief of this quiets their minds under the stroke of this rod. 
Thus it answers his purpose — ^This cometh not forth of the 
dust, but is appointed for me ; mv Father sent it, not in anger 
for the punishment of my sins, but in the tenderness of his 
affection — He is not dealing with me as the supreme Disposer 
of all events, who may afflict, and justly, his rebel creatures 
according to his sovereign will ; but he has sent me this afflic- 
tion with a message of grace and peace — I know it is well 
ordered — ^I kiss the rod, and I bless him that sent it. 

The Apostle Paul uses this argument to the suffering He* 
brews. They had endured a long and great fight of afflictions 
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Th^ had need of patience. He therefore gives them* in ike 
11th chapter, a short history of the Lord's favourites, and 
shews that they all carried his cross, and that he supported 
them ail under it ; yea, gave them strength to run their race, 
till every one of them won the prize. Then he requires them 
to look to Jesus, the greatest sufferer, out of whose fulness 
they might receive faith to run, and patience happily to finish 
the same race. And lest they should he weary through suf- 
fering long, or faint in their minds under hard sufiering, he 
reminds them of the character of their heavenly Father, who, 
out of the tenderest love, appointed their crosses : — * Have ye 
forgotten the exhortation (says the apostle,) in which your 
Father speaketh unto you as unto children ? My son^ despise 
not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of Iiim : for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chas* 
tening, Qod dealeth with you as with sons : for what son is he 
whom the father chasteneth not ? But if ye be without chas- 
tisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards and 
not sons.' O what a blessed exhortation ! How full of love 
— ^the love of God the Father — love to his child, who wants 
correction — ^love that would not touch him with the rod, till 
he had most tenderly informed him of his gracious purpose. 
My son, my beloved, this chastening is from thy Father. It 
was determined for thee by covenant-love, and settled upon 
thee for thy portion in the great charter of heaven. All thy 
crosses were then mercifully appointed — their weight and mea- 
sure — ^how long — ^how great — how many — what strength was 
needful to bear them — ^what comforts under them — ^and what 
holy fruits should be produced by them — all was fixed by love, 
is now given in love, and is to bring thee to greater enjoyment 
of my love. My dear child, despise not then my chastening, 
nor faint when I rebuke thee. Be assured it is for thy good. 
There is a needs must. It is so necessary, that I cannot love 
thee without chastening thee, nor receive thee among mine 
adopted without scourging thee. See then how thou takest 
my correction. Look at thy temper and behaviour under it. 
Examine. Art thou patient? Not suffering merely, but suf- 
fering quietly, is the proof of thine adoption — If ye endure 
chastening — ^if when I afflict, thou canst possess thy soul in 
patience under mine afflicting hand, then I deal with thee as 
with sons — I give thee thy portion of suffering, and I give 
thee thy portion of grace to bear it. All my children want 
correcting, and they all have it : for what «on is he whom th* 
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Father chasteneth not ? They are all snftiers. Ifme mif 
oegotten was the greatest. None of you can suffer as he did; 
bat whoever is following him must share with him in his cross, 
and bear it after him. If any be without my chastisemeat; 
idi^reof all mine are partakers ; if they cannot bear it ; have 
not faith to receive my loving correction^ and therefore no 
patience to wait the blessed issue of it : sucb do not belong to 
my family ; they are none of mine ; they are bastards, and 
not sons. 

How should the argument in this Scripture reconcile the 
believer to suffering ? How easy, yea, how happy, should it 
make him under the cross ! He suffers, but it is firom his Father, 
who, in most perfect love and infinite wisdom, appointed the 
cross, and appointed also the precious fruits which it should 
proQuce. my soul, keep this in mind. Reme&ber whose 
cross thou art carrying. Thy Father contrived it. He sent 
and continues it, that it may work under him for the best. It 
is the chastening of his richest love. Receive it then patiently, 
thankfully at his hands, and thou wilt find it full of blessings. 
But take heed how thou consultest sense, or carnal reason. 
These are always enemies to the cross : for they judge of it 
only by feeling, and always refuse to believe what God saya 
concerning it. Adhere to the truth ; and reject every sugges- 
tion which would insinuate to thee, that there is any thing but 
love in the chastening of the Lord. He is thy Father. He 
never loves thee more than when he chastens thee. There is 
no hatred in his heart, no vengeance in his hand. He assures 
thee of this from the infallible word of his mouth. Here may 
thy faith be settled ; believe him, he is doing thee good — he 
is promoting thy best interest. Cast not away this confidence, 
and then the cross will be the means of bringing thee to the 
nearest and holiest communion which thou canst have with 
thy Father on this side heaven. 

In this suitable light look upon thy Father and thy friend. 
Never forget it, O my soul, but keep it in the faith of , thy heart, 
especially when he chasteneth thee. Then expect from his 
love patience under his stroke, and after it the peaceable finiits 
of righteousness. These will grow abundantly upon the cross. 
They grow no where else so rich and ripe. Survey the pro- 
mises which he has made to his sufiering children, and wait 
in faith for a joyful harvest. In due season thou shalt reap) 
if thou faint not. And the cross is intended to keep thee firou) 
Minting; because thy Father sends it fpr the increase and for 
the strengthening of thy faith Read and study what he sayi 
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to thee upon this point. Learn and inwardly digest it. In 
time of trouble thou wilt find great comfort fiom depending 
upon the promise of the Father to give thee a happy issue. 
Meditate then upon the Scriptures, in which he has declared 
his gracious purposes in afflicting his children ; namely, 

First, It is for the trial of faith, God gives it, and then tries 
it ; that it may appear to be his grace, that men may see it, 
and honour him for it, and thai it may grow by use, which is 
as necessary to spiritual, as exercise is to bodily growth. 
Trial shews the truth, and brings forth the power of grace, and 
is thereby a matter of great joy : as the apostle James testi- 
fies, writing to the twelve tribes in their dispersion and afflic- 
tion : ' My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptation^ knowing this, that the trying of your faith work- 
eth patience ; but let patience have its perfect work^ that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.' God be thanked 
for this word of strong consolation ! Wluit a precious Scrip- 
ture is it ! How full of encouragement to the believer to look 
with delight at temptations ! — not temptations to sin, but trials 
sent from God to keep from sin* When he falls into them by 
providence, and meets them in the way of duty, th^n he should 
iudge of them, not from sense, which can feel nothing but 
sorrow in afflictions; but he should, take account of them 
from the declared purpose of God in sending them, and he 
should wait in faith for the blessings which they are to produce. 
God says, that they are matter of joy, of all joy, of all true 
spiritual joy — they are not only such in his account, but he also 
makes them such to the believer. Accordingly we read in 
Scripture of many who did rejoice in trials. The Hebrews 
did ; for they took joyfully the spoiling of their goods. Paul 
did : * I am comforted (says he ;) I am exceedingly joyful in 
all our tribulation.' Nay, he went farther — * We glory in tri- 
bulation.' He leaped for joy with the cross upon his back. 
He boasted and triumphed under it. What the world account* 
ed his worst, he made his very crown of rejoicing : for 
he knew and found that the trial of faith worketh patience : 
faith receives the cross from the Father's love, and learns to 
bear it after Jesus : by the grace of the Spirit, the bearing of 
it, as it exercises, so it improves patience. The believer be- 
comes more acquainted with it. Use, we say, makes perfect. 
He learns where the strength to bear is — from whence his com- 
forts are to flow — and from whose hand the blessed issue is to 
be received. He waits, therefore, with sweet submission to 
his Father's will, that patience may have its perfect w< rk, thai 
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by trials it may be exercised, by sharper trials it may he im- 
proved, and by daily trials it may appear to be the genuine 
grace of the Spirit, perfect and entire, lacking nothing. This 
the believer aims at. He would have every thing that belongs 
to true patience and growth in it ; he would have it refined by 
every fiery trial, and made purer and brighter, that it may hold 
out, till it has done its perfect work. The apostle Peter gives 
the same encouragement to the same afflicted Hebrews : he 
exhorts them to faith and patience under their sufierings, in 
these words : ' Ye are kept by the power of God, through 
faith, unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time ; 
wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need 
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations ; and the 
trial of your faith being much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto 
praise, and honour, and glory, at the appearing of Jesus Christ.* 
What treasures of love are laid open in this Scripture ! Read, 
O my soul, and adore the exceeding riches of thy Father's 
grace. He knew how needful afflictions were, both for the 
flesh and for the spirit, and therefore he appointed thee thy 
portion, and* he has in mercy informed thee of his design in 
them. He has revealed his will for the ground of thy faith, 
that when he sends ihem, thou mightest experience the bless- 
ings promised to his sufifering children. The belief of his 
love, in contriving and in proportioning them to the ability 
given thee to bear them, would administer matter of joy in 
sorrow, and by trusting to his faithfulness thou wouldst greatly 
rejoice, thy joy would so far exceed thy sorrow. The heavi 
ness is but for a season — the joy for ever. The heaviness 
only during the trial of faith — the joy increased by that very 
trial. The trial was only to prove the truth of faith, and to 
evidence the power of it — not to weaken, but to strengthen it 
— not to destroy, but to refine it. The refiner does not intend 
to lose one atom of his gold, but puts it into the fire to purge 
away the dross. So does God. * When he hath tried nie 
(says Job,) I shall come forth as gold.' He was tried in the 
fire, and his faith was found unto praise, and honour, and 
glory. Therefore he is set forth for an example of suffering 
affliction and of patience. Behold, we account them happy, 
not who suflfer, but who endure suffering. Ye have heard of 
the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord ; that 
the Lord abounds in compassion, and is of lender mercy. 
my soul, wait upon the same Lord, and he will bring all thy 
trials to the same blessed end. He has the same pity and 
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mercy to tkee as he had to Job. Thou hast the same reasor 
to belittve it as he bad. Thy faith is tried in the fire, as he 
was, that it may come out of it like gold. The trial was ap< 
pointed in perfect love, and is to produce the greatest blessings 
of love. . Thy God has most gracious designs towards thee, 
in putting thee into the fire. It is to try thy faith ; whether 
thou canst trust him there. It is to improve thy faith by tbo 
trial, that thou mayest trust him more. If thou hast trusdn] 
faith, it is to teach thee patient faith. It is a hard lesson to 
learn to trust against sense and carnal reason, and to say, 
This cross is good for me, I desire to submit, and to take it 
patiently at the hand of God. Oh ! it is very hard to believe 
that there is nothing but love in every suffering ; and it is 
harder to find it so, while suffering. And yet the Spirit of 
God declares there is nothing but love in it, and by believing 
thou wilt certainly find it. May every trial of thy faith esta- 
blish it, and thereby bring forth, 

Secondly, The blessed fruit of patience. The cross does 
good to faith ; because by it God teaches his children to bear 
up, and to hold out ; trusting to his promises, and waiting in 
hope for his fulfilling them, and thus it exercises patience, 
which is a grace of the Spirit, learned only in the school of 
Christ, and therefore the giver of it, among his other high 
titles, is called, ' the God of patience.' He first enables his 
afflicted children to believe what he has said of his love in 
afflicting them, and then to wait for the experience of his love 
under Uieir afflictions. This waiting quietly, without giving 
way to sense, or unbelief, is patience. Faith is tried, and 
stands the trial. Tribulation comes, faith is exercised with 
it, but holds fast its confidence in the word of God, and 
thereby has full proof of the faithfulness of God. This work- 
eth patience — a quiet submission to the Divine will — and & bolj 
subjection to the Divine rod. The flesh murmurs, self-wiH 
repines, self-indulgence rebels; but faith looks up for the 
promised strength, and by it conquers them. It stops their 
mouths with a hush — ^be still, and know that he is God — 
he is my sovereign and my Father — this affliction indeed 
is not for the present joyous, but rather grievous — never- 
theless it comes from his lOve, love guides his hand, love 
will bring good out of it — Oh ! that all within me may sub- 
mit to hiS will, and bless his name ! 

But the cross is hard and painful : flesh and blood cannot 
bear it True ; but grace can. To endure is the proper work 
of patien *.e. It endures by trusting to the word of God, and 
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hj receiving from him the promised strength. What cannot 
such a grace endure ? When God says, * Fear not ; I will he 
with thee, when thou goest through the fire :' the believer is 
hereby forewarned of the fire ; and when he is called to go 
through it, he expects the presence of his God, that if the bush 
bum, it may not be consumed. How comfortably does the 
iipostle Peter speak of this to the suffering Hebrews ; ' Be- 
loved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial, which is 
to try you, as though some strange thing had come unto you ; 
but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's suffer- 
ings, that when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 
also with exceeding joy.' He would have ihem to be accus- 
tomed to the cross, it being the only way to the crown. There 
is nothing new or strange in it. All the crowned heads in 
heaven carried it, while they were upon earth ; yea, the king 
of saints went bearing it before them. There never was sor- 
row like unto his sorrow ; and yet for the joy that was set be- 
fore him, he endured the cross, and despised the shame. 
Take up thy cross, O my soul, and follow him. Look unto 
Jesus. He will give thee strength. — He has taken the curse 
and wrath out of thy suffering. Thou wilt see it, the fruit of 
his love to thee, and it will be the means of engaging thy love 
to him. What if it be a burning fiery furnace ; is it not al- 
mighty love which calls thee to go into it ? Not to hurt thee, 
but to try thee, to give thee happy proof of the soundness of 
thy faith, and of the power of thy patience. He would have 
thee to know, that thy patience, trusting to his tried word, is 
invincible ; that no blow can beat it, no fire can bum it, from 
Christ. He would bring thee to experience what the prophet 
did, when he said — * Thy word is tried to the uttermost, and 
thyservant lovethi it.' The good word of God was tried, as 
'far as it could be, and the trial proved its truth, and therefore 
he' had fresh reason to love it. The trial increased his confi- 
dence in the truth, and his experience in the sweetness of its 
promises ; thereby his patience was confirmed, and he could 
rejoice, inasmuch as he was a pdrtaker of Christ's sufferings, 
both of their infinite sufficiency, and also of their mighty effi- 
cacy to save. By enjoying these blessings under the cross, 
his heart was happy in the joy set before him. He had the 
earnest and the foretaste of heaven ; for he knew that when 
the glory of Jesus should be revealed, he should be glad with 
exceeding joy. 

But the carnal mind is ready to complain — this would be 
tnie, if the sufTering was short, but it is long as weU as hard-^ 
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IluiTe borne up a great while, but now my patienee ia quita 
tired out — ^I am ready to give all up, being Weary of my life 
tdth the length of my trials. How many have I known in 
this melancholy case ! Fair blossoms in the mild and gentle 
spring. In fine weather and smiling sunshine they looked 
beautiful, and gave hopes of their being in the tree of life, and 
of their growing and ripening upon it. But, alas ! a trying, 
time came, a bleak cold north wind, and a very sharp piercing 
frost — like leaves in autumn, down fell the promising bloonu 
My heart has mourned again and again at the fall of one and 
another, and mourns, while I am writing this, over several 
now living, who have forsaken God and his ways, for the 
world and its delights. They met with trouble, and it was too 
much for them. They were tempted, and they had not 
strength to resist. The reason is thus assigned — * He that 
received seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth 
the word, and anon with joy receiveth it ; yet hath he not root 
in himself, but endureth for a while : for when tribulation or 
persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is of- 
fended.' He is ofiended and falls away, because he had no 
root ; and they who have root are too often tempted to be of- 
fended at the cross. They find it very difficult to bear up 
under it. Natural infirmity, remaining corruption, and 
strength of temptation, make pain and sufiering grievous to 
the flesh : yea, when they are forced to bear the cross long, 
and it is very heavy, they are apt to murmur and fret, grow 
discontented, are tempted to unbelief, and, if they give way to 
it, to despair. How necessary is it, then, that they should be 
enabled to possess their souls in patience, under tlieir great 
and many trials ! To which end, nothing can contribute more 
effectually, than a settled faith in the word and promise of a 
reconciled God. This will stay and quiet the soul when trou* 
blc comes. It is the chastening of my Lord, says the believer 
— my loving Father sends it for good — ^he is only trying my 
faith and patience, end the trial will end well — ^it is grievous 
indeed at present, and I go on my way weeping; but I have 
my supports now, and I shall soon reap a joyful harvest. I 
have a faithful promise for it, which is a constant cordial, and 
keeps up my spirits. My God will be with me as long as the 
trial lasts — he says he will. I believe him, and therefore ex- 
pect his promised presence and strength, till faith and patience 
have their perfect work. Such a cordial the apostle James 
gives to the Hebrews: They wanted it much. They were 
greatly oppressed by ihe rich, and some of them were perse- 
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ented even unto death. ' Be patient, therefore, hrethieni' sayv 
he, ' unto the coming of the Lord ; behold the husbandman 
waiteth for the precious fruits of the earth, and hath long pa- 
tience for it until he receive the early and the latter rain : be 
ye also patient ; establish your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh.' He puts great stress upon the Lord's 
coming : * Yet a very little while, and your Lord will come to 
appear for you.' It is true you are in a fiery trial, but your 
God calls you to it ; and it may seem to you a long trial, but 
he has promised you grace sufficient to bear it. Trust him 
then, and he will keep you patient. He knows your frame 
and temper, and bids you look about you. See, how the hus- 
buidman waits, having only a general promise, that seed-time 
and harvest shall not fail ; and is it not more reasonable that 
you should wait with patience the end of the Lord. He sows 
nis seed, and leaves it. It endures much hard weather, frost 
and snow, rough winds and wintry storms. Summer comes, 
bat he must still wait : his com is in ear, yet it is liable to suf- 
fer from long drought and from blights, and to be beaten down 
with heavy thunder showers ; but he has long patience. At 
last he is not disappointed of his hope. He reaps the precious 
fruit of the earth, and gathers in his joyful harvest. Behold, 
O my soul, and imitate. How strong is his faith ! Is thine 
like his ? God has only said that the seasons shall not fail : 
he has not said that the harvest in every field and country 
shall not fail : yet the farmer sows in faith, and waits in pa- 
tience. But the promise is sure to thee : ' He that believeth 
shall never be confounded ;' and dost thou believe this with a 
hope that'maketh not ashamed ? He has long patience ; how 
is thine ? Art thou not weary and faint in thy mind, espe- 
cially when the course of Providence seems to run counter to 
thy hope ? Canst thou hold thee still in the Lord, and abide 
patiently upon him, when he chastises thee, and seems in an- 
ger to cast thee off? He waits long for a harvest of perishing 
things, and canst not thou wait to have thy fruit unto holiness, 
and the end everlasting life ? O what need hast thou of pa- 
tience ! Seek it, pray for it, beg of thy God to establish diy 
heart, that thou mayest be rooted and grounded in faith : and 
if troubles come great and heavy, thou mayest possess thy soul 
in patience, so long as the Lord shall please to exercise thee 
with them. And never forget that he will certainly come, and 
quickly. Let this promise keep thee from fainting. He will 
come in with his supports ; he will administer his comforts 
under the cross ; he will remove it in due season. What can 
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be required for the establishing of thy heart, which is not pro- 
raised thee in this scripture : * Cast not away, therefore, your 
confidence, which hath great recompense of reward ; for ye 
have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, 
ye might receive the promise : for it is but a very little while^ 
and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. Wai* 
then on the Lord, O my soul ; be of good courage, and he 
shall strengthen thine heart : wait, I say, on the Lord.' 

Perhaps thou art ready to reply — I have waited long, but 
am still to learn : for my trials are so varied, that as soon as I 
have been well exercised with one sort, presently it is changedj 
and another comes to which I was not accustomed. And this 
continually, like Job's messengers, one after another ; and still 
the last brings a sadder message than the former. Hard and 
long trials I have endured, but this constant change of them 
wearies me out ; they come so unexpected, they find me so 
unprepared, they so * harass my troubled mind, that I am 
residy to sink under them — frequently I am tempted to think, 
that if God loved me, he would not delight in afflicting me in 
this manner. 

Thus the carnal mind is apt to reason against God and his 
ways ; but when the believer goes into the sanctuary and con- 
sults the oracle, he receives an answer of grace and peace, and 
is satisfied that this change of trial is nothing new with God. 
It is his usual method of training up his children in faith and 
patience. He appoints troubles for the exercise, and all sorts 
of troubles for the improvement, of their graces. The Captain 
of their salvation was made perfect through sufierings ; so are 
all the soldiers of Jesus Christ. It was the remark of one of 
his champions-^—' Many are the troubles of the righteous.* 
The apostle James, speaking of the persecuted Hebrews, says, 
* They had divers temptations,* different one from another ; 
and his brother Peter tries to comfort them under their manu 
fold afilictions, many in number succeeding as fast as wave 
follows after wave ; and of many kinds : some distressed in 
their bodies, others in their minds, in their character, in their 
substance, in their families, in every way that affliction could 
be felt. Patience is the grace suited to all these trials ; be- 
cause it bears them in the strength of God : for it consists in 
trusting to his sure word of promise, and believing it against 
sense and feeling. Faith says, This present trial comes from 
the love of my covenant God : Patience says. Then I will 
bear it, tili he bring it to a good issue. Wliatever the trial be, 
patience has the same promise and the same promise-keeping 
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God to trast in. If he send rariety of trials, it is only to give 
ft variety of proofs, that he is faithful who hath promised. He 
knows we have divers diseases, which must have divers reme* 
dies to heal them. We have manifold evils in us, which re- 
quire manifold, afflictions to suhdue them. And our Got 
intends to give us many blessings, and he appoints many 
troubles to bring us to the enjoyment of them. All these are 
gracious dispensations, mercifully contrived, and seasonably 
administered, that patience may learn to bear, and may learn 
to persevere in bearing. God changes the trial. Patience 
has a new lesson, and a new opportunity of improvement. A 
good teacher brings his scholars forward, and when they are 
gone through one book and are well grounded in it, then he 
advances them to another : when they have learned Latin, he 
puts them into Greek. But he does not change their studies 
out of ill-will or hatred to his scholars. They had rather be 
at play than minding their books ; and they had rather get but 
one lesson, and be saying it over from day to day ; but the 
master knows what is best for them, and ne keeps them to 
their work. God trains up his scholars in various exercises, 
but all for their improvement. He does not consult what 
would please them, but he changes the lesson as he sees 
needful. He knows when their faith wants confirming, when 
their patience needs establishing, and therefore, in much mercy, 
he sends a new trial for the growth of those graces. Lest they 
should mistake his meaning in varying his trials so often, he 
gives them this general rule : * There hath no temptation taken 
you, but such as is common to man ; but God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able ; but 
will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it.* The Father will exercise his children 
with no trial but such as is common to man ; and he will ena- 
ble them to bear it ; and he will make a way for them to 
escape. How should these considerations silence thy mur- 
murings ! If the trial be new to them, yet it is common to 
man. If it be hard to bear, yet grace is almighty to strengthen 
patience. If it last long yet it shall end well. How convincing 
are these reasons ! How patiently should believers, influenced 
by them, submit to the chastening of the Lord ! And yet there 
is still unbelief in them, which will be urging fresh complaints, 
and stirring up impatience. 

The poor sufferejr, feeling his smart, is ^pt to trink — Any 
cross but mine would be tcierable — I should not say one word 
against God, if he tried me with any othei : but this cuts me 
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to the heart — Oh it is a very agony both to my flesh and spiri 
— ^there is nothing like it — it is so exactly calculated to crosi 
my temper, to hurt me in the tenderest part, and to rob me Oi 
my most beloved gratification : that it is the very thing in th* 
world from which I could have wished to be exempted. Any 
cross, Lord, but this. 

Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest thus against God? 
Hold thy tongue as it were with a bridle. Let not self-will 
murmur, and folly speak against the chastening of the Lord. 
He says that he is dealing with thee as with sons. Where is 
thy faith, then, that sense and feeling should be permitted to 
plead, and to be heard against the witness of God and his word ? 
Where is thy patience, that thou canst not bear the present 
cross, but wouldst take up any other ? Alas ! alas ! mistaken 
man — ^what canst thou bear in thine own strength ? Thou 
feelest the smart of thy present cross, and it makes thee peevish 
and fretful : the smart of any other would have the very same 
effect. A less than this ; the least thing in the world that 
opposes thy will, would stir up thine impatience. Observe 
thy temper, how it catches fire at any little opposition from 
men. The same temper will be inflamed, and rage, when God 
chastises thee, if thou refuse to receive his correction. Thy 
rebel will is the cause of thy pain, and makes thy cross so 
bitter : for if God's will and thine were one, there could be no 
cross, but hisi will is almighty, and yet thou resistest it. God 
puts his yoke upon thee, and thou art like a stubborn beast, 
which only hurts and galls itself, by striving and kicking 
against its work. He tries thee with one cross, and thou art 
dissatisfied ; thou couldst contrive it better for thyself. Thou 
wouldst be tliine own lord and governor. Self-will, they say, 
is a sure guide to self-destruction. Beware then of thine own 
will. When God calls thee to take up any cross, do not wish 
for another. He sends this, and to it he requires thy submis- 
sion. It is thy duty, and thine interest, to receive it for the 
exercise and for the improvement of thy patience ; but, instead 
of taking it up quietly, and waiting for the good fruit of it, 
thou art quarrelling with it, and opposing the will of God. 
take heed of this vain attempt, It is a snare laid for thee; a 
fatal trap, into which the love of independence seduced the 
first man, and which, ever since, easily ensnares his posterity. 
When thou art tempted to murmur at thy present cross — con- 
sider what it is— meditate a moment upon thy Father's love, 
who most mercifally appointed, who most seasonably sent it 
— i^nd if It be no h\ns^ strange, but common to man, then do 
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not try to shift it off, but seek the promised grace to bear it. 
There is not a cross that he will ]ay upon thee, but he has laid 
it before upon others, and it will tend greatly to the peace of 
thy mind, and to the restraining of thine own will, to observe 
how he dealt with them. Take notice then, how he, in love, 
exercised them with every cross that can be laid upon thee ; 
how he supported them under it, and what blessed fruit they 
re^ed from it. 

This is the kingdom of the cross ; and it is the Lord's will, 
that every disciple in it should be as his Master. He has 
chosen them to sufier with him, as well as to reign with 
him. And, therefore, intending to call forth his gifls and 
graces into daily exercise, he has honoured them with the 
daily cross. He sees it needful often to change it, and he has 
informed them of his gracious designs herein. Therein is 
scarce any kind of suflering, but some or other of his people 
have been tried with it, and he has lefl promises in Scrip- 
ture of his support, and of his coming in with comfort, and, 
in due time, with deliverance. So that whatever thy cross 
be, it is not sent, O my soul, to hinder, but to promote, com- 
munion with thy God, and to help thee forward in the hea- 
venly way. 

Art thou pinched with poverty — a believer, but in distressed 
circumstances ? Blessed art tnou of the Lord. * Hearken, 
my beloved brother, hath not God chosen the poor of this 
world rich in faitbi and heirs of the kingdom, which he hath 
promised to them that love him V What a mercy is it to have 
thine outward estate thus appointed for thee by the choice of 
thy heavenly Father ? and the same estate which he chose fox 
his best Beloved. In the exceeding riches of his love, he de- 
creed that thou shouldst be poor in this world, as Jesus was — 
he knew it was best for thee, and he chose thee rich in faith : 
outward poverty was to be the means of thine improvement in 
Sf^irituai riches — thy want of teQiporals was to bring thee to 
live more by faith upon eternal things, O how good is thy 
God ! He sent thee poverty to enrich thee. It is to bring 
thee near to God, to keep thee near to him* and to afford thee 
daily proof of his precious love, These are some of the bless- 
ings of rich faith, and these are worth mpre than all the trea- 
sures of the world, Be content then — ^thy Gfod will supply 
all thy need. Be thankful — thou art an heir of the kingdom. 
Bless thy God — ^no creature out of heaven has more reason 
to bless him tbc^t thou hast. He is *thine — ^11 thin^ ^rt 
(hine. 
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Perhaps thou art tried with bodilv pain and sickness : these 
are hard trials. To endure them is the very crown of patience ; 
but strength to endure them is promised, and in waiting upon 
the Lord will be received : so that outward pains shall pro- 
duce inward joy. Thus we read : * The Lord will strengthen 
him upon the bed of languishing ; thou wilt make all his bed 
in his sickness.' He is weak — God strengthens him ; he ia 
sick — God comforts him ; he is in pain — God smooths his bed, 
and he lies patient. Sickness cannot be pleasant in itself, but 
is profitable for its fruits. It is the appointment of God, and 
teaches submission to his sovereign will. It comes to the be 
liever with a message of precious love — ^this bitter cup is sent 
from thy heavenly Father, who has many gracious purposes 
to answer by thy taking it — ^he would humble thee, and le! 
thee feel what thou art^ and what thou deservest — ^he would 
mortify the life of sense. He would give occasion to increaisc 
faith, and to advance patience— drink it up — there is a rich 
cordial at the bottom — tbe taste of it will draw out thy heart in 
love to God. Happy sickness, which promotes spiritual health ; 
Blessed pain, which the kind Physician oAen makes the way ta 
pleasure, yea, to the sweetest communications of his love ! 

Art thou in the fire of persecution ? Are thy friends and 
relations all in arms against thee, for leaving them to follow 
Christ ? Is thy dependence upon them, and art thou greatly 
tempted to make some compliances, lest they should cast thee 
out, and thou shouldst come to poverty ? This may be a fiery 
trial ; but it is a blessed one. He will make it so, who says, 
' Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my 
sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad : because greater is 
your reward in heaven : for so persecuted they the prophets 
who were before you.' This persecution will be so far from 
stopping thee in thy way, that it vrill both help thee forward, 
and will also make thy journey pleasant. Thy friends revile 
thee : look up to him who, when he was reviled, reviled not 
again. He will turn their reproach into a blessing. They 
persecute thee : the goodly fellowship o/ the prophets carried 
the same cross, and found it no hinderance to their spiritual joy. 
They say all manner of evil of thee : take heed that they say 
it falsely, and for Christ's sake : and if thou suffer for him^ 
and art evil spoken of for thine attachment to him, then rejoice 
and be exceeding glad ; for great is thy reward in heaven. 
Thou art a sufferer with him, and thou shalt also reign with 
him. * Look forward to the promised kingdom. Expect it ia 
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faith, and the prospect will give thee.; at every step, joy unspea«- 
able and full of glory. 

Perhaps this persecution may be carried on to acts of injus- 
tice, even to the depriving thee of thy property : thou mayest 
suffer the loss of all thy worldly goods for Christ's sake. 
When God calls thee to this trial, he will give thee strength 
to bear it, and thou shalt be a great gainer by thy loss. So 
Paul found it : * I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 
do account them but dung that I may win Christ.' So it was 
with the Hebrews : * They to«^k joyfully the spoiling of their 
goods, knowing in themselves hat they had in heaven a better 
and an enduring substance.* What love was here ! God was 
theii portion, and their great reward. He had made them happy 
in the sense of his love ; and to manifest the reality, and to 
demonstrate the power of it, what great things love can do for 
his name's sake, he took away all their earthly delights. Let 
them go (says Paul,) I part with them as freely as I would with 
80 much dung, for I have experienced that the loss of them has 
brought me to nearer fellowship with my precious, most pre- 
cious Jesus. Happy parting (say the Hebrews,) farewell goods 
and chattels — ^we rejoice at the spoiling of our goods, because 
we have got faster hold of the substance by the loss of the 
shadow — outward comforts are gone, but inward richly sup- 
ply their place — ^we are robbed of our earthly possessions ; 
thank God, we cannot be robbed of our better and enduring 
substance : for it is reserved in heaven for us, where no moth 
or rust can corrupt, and where no thieves can break through 
or steal ; in this faith we find our hearts free and light and 
happy in running the race that is set before us. 

The trial may be something still nearer. It may be the loss 
of lily dearest relations. The wife of thy bosom is taken 
from thee. Thy favourite child is dead, perhaps drowned or 
burned, or killed at a stroke : the delight of thine eyes is gone, 
and thine heart is ready to break. All sorrow is not forbid- 
den, but sorrowing even as others who have no hope. Tears 
may flow, but Christian hope keeps them within their proper 
bounds ; it restrains and sanctifies them. Thy wife is dead, 
thy child is dead : the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away. He requires thee to forsake loving wife and children, 
be they ever so dear, if love of them cannot be enjoyed with- 
out forfeiting his love : * And there were great multitudes with 
Christ, and he turned and said unto them. If any man come 
unto me, and hate not his father and mother, and wife and 
'^diildfen, and brethren and sisters, he cannot be my disciple. 
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rite discipie gives tip himself to the Master's disposal — ^to 
learn of him — to believe in him — ^and to love him. ' My son 
(says he,) give me thy heart.' He has aright to it, and he will 
admit of no rival. It is his temple and his throne, in which he 
alone will be worshipped and honoured. He is a jealous God , 
and if any love hinder love to him, it must be torn from the 
heart. O disciple, read this scripture, study it carefully, and 
it may be the means of shewing thee the true cause of thy 
great sorrow about worldly relations : it is because thou hast 
so little love to thy best relation and friend, Jesus Christ. If 
thy love to him was what it should be, thy heart would not be 
so grieved at those losses ; but would, in patient submission, 
acknowledge — It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth him 
good. 

Perhaps thou art mourning for the loss of living friends. 
They have forsaken thee. Old connexions, as dear to thee as 
thine own soul, are broken. Persons whom thou hast known 
from thy childhood, and with whom thou hast grown up in 
strict friendship, are now thine enemies, and become so with- 
out any offence or fault of thine. They hate thee, because 
thou art a real Christian ; and their hatred is harder to bear, be- 
cause the world joins with them in it, and thy name is every 
where cast out with contempt. 

It must be so. The decree cannot be altered — ^I will put 
enmity between the seed of the woman, and the seed of the 
serpent. God put it, and put it for ever. The enemy broke 
out, as soon as there were two bom into the world. Cain 
hated Abel, and slew him. Ever since, he that was bom after 
the flesh persecuted him that was bom after the Spirit. There 
has been one, and but one, perfect man upon the earth sinc^ 
the fall ; and the enmity of the world followed him unto death. 
Lest we should marvel at its following us, he has forewarned 
us : * If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before 
it hated you : if ye were of the world, the world would ItVu 
its own ; but because ye are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.' 
What a strange reason is this ! Because I love you, therefore 
the world hates you. What God chooses, the world rejects. 
Why then, O my soul, dost thou court its smiles, or fear its 
frowns ? The world, which lieth in wickedness, cannot love 
thee, and its enmity cannot hurt thee. Remember the word* 
of Jesus : ' These things have I spoken unto you, that in me 
ve might have peace : in the world ye shall have tribulation ; 
. at be of good courage, I have overcome the world.* I hav« 
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overcome it for yoa, and I will OTercome it in yoa : tribnlatioii 

from it shall not hurt your peace in me, but shall increase it : 
I will make my love the sweeter for its enmity; troubles 
from it shall be well repaid with my joys : and when it 
quite casts you out, then vrill I take you into my bosom, and 
let you know what the affection of the heavenly Bridegroom is. 

Why then, O my soul, art thou afraid' of such an exchange ? 
Is it not for thy profit to part with the world for Christ, and to 
give up its joys for his ? What greater gain canst thou expect, 
than to win Christ, and by him to be crucified to this present 
evil world ? Dying to it, thou wilt be more alive to him, and 
therefore happier in him. As other ties are dissolved, thy 
heart will be knit closer to thy Divine lover. Warmed with 
his precious love, ' clothed with the sun, and the moon under 
thy feet,' thou wilt hasten thy steps heavenwards ; yea, thou 
wilt be ready to take wing, and to fly to the embraces of thy 
dear, ever«inflnitely dear, Jesus. Thou wilt want no com- 
ment upon the words of the bride, the Lamb's wife, but 
will gladly use them after her : ' Make haste, my beloved, 
and be thou like to a roe, or to a young hart upon the moun« 
tains of spices.' 

In former ages, the children of God were often deprived of 
their liberty, cast into prisons, and bound in chains. This 
seems to us a heavy cross. To be shut up in a dark dungeon, 
put into fetters, and deprived of every worldly comfort, re- 
quires great patience : but even this did not stop them in iheix 
way to heaven, nor in the enjoyment of God by the way. 
Paul, the prisoner of the Lord, oflen mentions it among lus 
highest honours, that he was accounted worthy to suffer for 
the name of Christ. He and Silas were cruelly beaten with 
many stripes, at Philippi ; were put into the inner prison, and 
their feet fastened in the stocks ; but the Lord was with them, 
and he turned their prison into a paradise ; his joy made them 
forget their wounds and pains ; for, at midnight, Paul and 
Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God. This has often been 
the case since their time ; the Lord has often visited his pri- 
soners, and the light of his countenance has made them happy 
in their bonds. Indeed, we are not called to this kind of 
suffering at present ; thanks be to his grace. This is a day of 
such uncommon mercies, that we have more to fear from our 
want of thankfulness, than from our want of liberty. I pray 
God we may not grow licentious, and abuse our great privi- 
leges ; but may he enable us so to value them, and live up to 
them, that he may be honoured for continuing them to us, and 
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to our posterity. In fonmer times, also, belieren were ofleii 
forced to seal the testimony of Jesus with their blood. And 
even this did not stop them in their walk, nor hinder theil 
communion with God. Hear one of his martyrs : * The Holy 
Ghost witnesseth, that bonds and afflictions wait for i.-^e in 
every city ; but none of these things move me, neither account 
I my life dear unto myself, so that I may finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus.' This was not a vain brag. He spake it in humble 
depending upon his Master's promise, that he would stand by 
him when his blood should be shed, and would make him a 
happy conqueror in the hour of death. And he was more than 
conqueror ; but the grace which made him so was not pecu* 
liar to, or the privilege of, an apOstle ; the same was given to 
a noble army of martyrs, who overcame Satan by the blood of 
the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony ; and they loved 
not their lives unto the death. What a triumph of patience 
was this ! They were enabled to bear any thing, even the loss 
of life, rather than suffer the loss of the Lord's favour. Ex- 
amine, O my soul, whether thy faith be like theirs. Canst 
thou endure as they did ? How is thy patience under the 
cross ? Read what tney went through, who are well reported 
of by the Holy Ghost for iheir faith, and remember the same 
grace is promised to thee, to carry thee patiently through all 
thy sufierings : * They had trials of cruel mockings and 
scourgings : yea, moreover, of bonds and imprisonments : 
they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, 
were slain with the sword ; they wandered about in sheep- 
skins and goat-skins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented ; of 
whom the world was not worthy : they wandered in deserts, 
and in mountains, and in dens, and in caves of the earth, and 
these all obtained a good report, through faith.' They are 
celebrated by the Holy Spirit, for having patiently endured, 
till they had run their race, and finished their course with joy. 
He sets their example before thee, that thou shouldst not be 
slothful in running the same race, but a follower of them, who 
through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

Meditate seriously, O my soul, and reflect a^in and again 
upon the great need thou hast of patience. Remember the 
cross lies in the way to the crown, and thou canst not avoid it. 
The Lord has appointed it to be thy portion, and it is entailed 
upon thee, as much as the kingdom is. When he exercises 
and tries thee with it, he ioes not act merely as a sovereign^ 
but as a thther. He deals with Ihee as with sons. His chii 
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dren wwit, and his children have, correction. None are with 
out it : but they find it hard to bear. The wiU of the flesh is 
impatient under the crossi* Self-love hates it : carnal reason 
cannot be reconciled to it. If it be thus with sons, what must 
it bo with bastards ? The natural man, when he is brought 
into great trouble, is like a mad beast. If his pains be sharp 
and acute, he rages, storms, and blasphemes : if they be also 
lasting, having no God to go to, he often gives way to despair, 
and dispatches himself with a pistol, running to hell for relief. 
O my soul, marvel not at this. If God had left thee to thy- 
self, the same trials might have brought thee to the same un« 
happy end. How necessary then is patience ! without it thou 
canst not bear the cross, nor hold on thy way under it, nor 
profit from it. And how necessary are the docrines before 
insisted on, for the practice of patience ! No one can submit 
to bear the cross, unless he be first persuaded that God is re- 
conciled to him, and loves him in his Son. When he is satis- 
fied of this, he will see all things (the cross among the rest) 
well ordered for him in the covenant, and all working together 
for the best. The cross is mercifully sent to make a trial of 
these doctrines : by it God would manifest the truth, and bring 
forth the power of them, that it may appear they were not 
learned as notions, but experienced by his almighty grace. 
His end is answered. The trial of faith establishes the peace 
of God in the conscience, and confirms the love of God in the 
heart, and thereby keeps patience waiting for strength to hold 
out, and for a blessed issue. The believer, made strong in 
the grace that is in Christ Jesus, endures patiently. He knows 
from whom his cross comes. It is the appointment of his 
Father, who does not send it in hatred. He never afiiicts his 
children, but in perfect love. He never puts a heavy cross 
upon them, to break the back of their patience, but to strengthen 
it, and to train them up to bear greater burdens. He would 
teach them their weakness and his strength — ^their wants and 
his supplies — ^he would call forth their faith for the honour of 
his word — and their patience for the glory of his faithfulness. 
Lord, teach me these lessons. I want the experience of them 
every day. O my God, make me an humble disciple in the 
school of Christ. There only can I learn to sufier thy wiU ; 
to thee I come for this grace. Assist me, O thou Spirit of 
wisdom and revelation, in reading thy word, that through pa- 
tience and comfort of the Scriptures I may have hope. Enable 
me to meditate nigh< and day on the doctrines of grace re- 
vealed in them, and to mix faith with them, that I may bo 
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strong 111 the patience of hope. O mercifiii God and Father, 
I desire to be strengthened mightily by th/ Spirit in the inner 
man to bear thy cross. I would live in a continual depen«* 
dence upon thine arm to carry me through every trial. O thou 
God of patience and consolation, enable me to bear thy crosa 
daily to the praise of the glory of thy grace, and to bear it pa* 
tiently to the end, that I may finish my course with joy. Be 
it unto thy servant according to thy word, wherein thou hast 
caused me to put my trust. Amen ; so be it. Lord, Amen. 

To receive benefit from affliction is a great blessing. To 
sutler them with a resigned will, yea, to rejoice in them, as if 
aU the joy in the world was to come to us, is contrary to sense 
and feeling, to carnal reason, and to human philosophy ; there* 
fore our heavenly Father has graciously informed his children 
of his love in afflicting them: these informations are the 
ground of their faith, and were given to silence murmuring in 
their hearts, and to keep them waiting patiently for the pro- 
mised fruits of sufiering. Among which, this is a 

Third, and not the least, namely, the crucifying of the fiesh, 
and the deadening of it in those affections and lusts, which, if 
not daily niortified, should stop the believer in his walk, and 
would hinder his holy communion with God. When &ith has 
been tried, and is come out of the fire, proved to be the faith 
of God's elect ; and when patience has gone through the fiery 
furnace, and has found no harm, then it is the Father's will to 
advance and to improve his children in the doctrine of the 
cross. They have a carnal mind still, which is enmity against 
God— HI body of sin — an old man of sin — the flesh in them 
lusting against the Spirit. This their fleshly nature, which 
doth remain, yea, in them that are regenerated, is the greatest 
enemy to their holy walk with God, in constant peace and 
growing love : because it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. The life of sense in them is always 
opposing the life of God. Hence the continual war between 
nature and grace, which if a man does not find in himself, he 
may depend upon it, he either never was alive to God, or else 
at that time he is dead to God. If he be living by the faith of 
the Son of God, he will also be fighting the good fight of faith 
against all the enemies of his salvation. He will never think 
of putting ofiT the whole armour of God, until he put oflT the 
body of sin and of death : and, until that day come, he will be 
striving for the mastery over his body, that he may keep it 
under, apd bring it into subjection. How absolutely neces- 
sary thi>' striving is, appears ^om the tender compassion ot 
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our God and Father, who has appointed and decreed in cove* 
nant love, all the crosses which were to he laid upon our rehel 
nature, and which were to he kept upon it till death. It is his 
holy will herehy to restrain its afiections, to mortify its lusts, 
to hedge up its way hy thorns and afflictions, and hy these 
means he would weaken its power. Is not this mercy un- 
speakahle ? And what more likely method could he contrive 
thus to crucify the flesh, than to put it, and to keep it, upon 
the cross ? For as the sinful nature is deadened, the new man 
is renewed, day hy day : the one grows more alive by the 
mortification of the other. The subduing of unbelief, pride, 
and self-seeking, is the strengthening of faith, humility, and 
glorifying God. This command, therefore, is frequently given 
to believers : * Put off* the old man — ^put on the new — ^mortify 
your members which are upon the earth— crucify the flesh 
with its afiections and lusts.' And this is spoken to believers 
high in grace, as high as ever any went, or can go. The Spi- 
rit of God says to the saints at Kome, ' Let not sin reign in 
your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof, 
neither yield ye your members, as instruments of unrighteous- 
ness unto sin.' The infallible Spirit speaks to the saints at 
Ephesus : ' Put off*, concerning the former conversation, the 
old man, who is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and 
put on the new man.' The same precept is given, by the 
same Spirit, to the saints at Colosse : ' Mortify your members 
which are upon the earth.' This is a holy war, and all the 
saints of God are engaged in it. They are fighting against 
every thing sinful ; but more particularly watching under arms 
against their own corrupt nature, which is their hardest war^ 
fare ; because there is no release from it, and it is carried on 
by continual self-denial, by resisting the affections and lusts of 
the old man, and by opposing his giving up the members of 
his body, as instruments of unrighteousness, unto sin. But, 
as good soldiers of Christ Jesus, they resist unto blood, 
striving against sin. The Captain of their salvation is always 
on their side, to encourage them with his promises, and to 
help them with his strength. He intends to lead them on, 
conquoiir^, and to conquer ; therefore he lays the cross upon 
their corruptions, as the most efl[ectual means of subduing 
tP.em ; and, to reconcile them to it, he speaks unto them aa 
unto children — 

My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord. I do 
not afflict thee in haired, but in covenant love. My design is 
to mortify the body of sin, and therefore I give thee thU 
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wrholesome physic Thou hast many bad humoun and cor- 
ruptions, for which I have appointed this sovereign medicine* 
Trust my skill-^-believe my love — depend upon mine arm — 
and thou wilt infallibly find it profitable to the spirit, however 
painful to the flesh. Wait, and the end shall be blessed. 

To this truth the prophet Isaiah bears a clear testimony. 
He explains the Lord's design in afflicting his people ; and 
tells them, it was to purge them from their iniquity, to 
keep them from the love of sin, and to restrain the practice of 
it. He afflicted them in mercy ; but he afflicted their ene* 
mies in justice. Hath he smitten Israel as he smote those that 
smote him ? No, he has not. Or, is he slain according to the 
slaughter of them that are slain by him ? No, he chastises 
his in love ; he has appointed the measure, the time, the de- 
gree, of their correction : * In measure, when it shooteth forth, 
thou wilt debate with it ; he stayeth his rough wind in the 
day of his east wind : by this — (moderate afflction) therefore 
shall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit 
to take away his sin' — ^to keep him back from sin in general 
and from the sin of idolatry in particular, as it follows in the 
prophet : ' When he maketh all the stones of the altar like 
chalk-stones that are beaten in sunder, then the groves and 
images shall not stand up.' The altar at which they offered 
their idol worship, shall be broken down, like stones burned 
in pieces for lime, and the groves and images shall not stand 
up, but shall be broken down also. These happy efiects shall 
be brought about by sanctified affliction — iniquity shall be 
purged — sin shall be restrained — idolatry shall be thrown 
down. And God says this shall be (zll the fruit and end of his 
chastening. He tells his people of his design, that they might 
know their affliction would bring forth good fruit, and that they 
might wait patiently for the fulfilling of his promise. Blessed 
are all they that wait for him : they shall never be disap- 
pointed of their hope. 

How gracious is God in his dealings with his children !. He 
provides the best for them, informs them of it, and, because 
they have a fallen nature opposite to his holy mind and will, 
an enemy to his glory, and to their own peace, he acquaints 
them with his design in subduing it. He appoints affliction 
for this end. It is the chastening of the Lord. He promises 
them strength to bear it, and comfort under it. Nothing but 
good shall flow from it. Iniquity, their worst enemy, shall be 
crucified : actual sin, springing from the iniquity of their na- 
ture, shall be mortified ; the heart shal be deadened to its old 
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iMs, taA 88 it dies to theiii it shall be happier in the knre^ 
Qod. O blessed cross ! what mercies dost thou bring with 
thee. Is not that blessed indeed, which, under God, produces 
sach unspeakable mercies ? Take it up then, O my seal ; bear 
it patiently, and expect the choicest blessings of the Father's 
love from it. Why dost thou refuse ? It is heavy. It is 
painful. True ; but what makes it so ? The burden is frcHn 
thy rebel will. The pain comes from thy corruption, unwil- 
ling to be mortified. Take it up in faith, and thou wilt find 
strength enough to bear it, and blessings enough to make it a 
matter of all joy. Lord God, reconcile me to my daily cross. 
May thy will in it be done. Mortify sin, weaken its power, 
deaden its afiections and lusts. Only, Lord, whatever cross 
thou sendest give grace with it, that I may bear it patiently, 
and may wait for its promised fruit. Thou knowest what 
would stop me in my heavenly journey ; if it be my bosom fa- 
vourite, the dearest object of my love, O tear it from my heart. 
Thou hast given me a desire to have every rival dethroned. 
O come, and reign alone in me, almighty Jesus, and subdue 
whatever opposes thy lawful government. My Saviour and 
my God, make all within me feel the power of thy cross. 
Crucify the body of sin. Spare nothing that would hinder 
my walking with thee, or would deprive me of thy friendship 
and favours. I bless thee, I worship thee, I glorify thee, for 
this infinite grace, that thou hast made me willing to have all 
mine idols pulled down. On thee I depend every moment for 
keeping them down. O my loving Jesus, carry on thy work, 
and, in thine own way, subdue sin in me ; let me be planted 
together in the likeness of thy death, that I may be also in the 
likeness of thy resurrection--dead to sin, but alive to God. I 
ask this for thy great name's sake. Let it be thy good plea- 
sure to hear and answer. I believe thou wilt. I have thy 
word for it. There I rest. Amen and Amen. 

With this faith review thy mercies. Consider, O ray soul, 
what a good God has done for thee, and what greater things 
he has still in store. He has, in some measure, reconciled 
thee to his cross. Thou art convinced it is thy Father's ap- 
pointment, contrived for the best by his infinite love, and set- 
tled on thee for thy richest portion, in time — He sends it for 
the trial of thy faith, that it may be found unto praise, and 
honour, and glory — for the exercise and for the improvement 
of thy patience—for the mortifying of the body of sin, and for 
the deadening of the life of sense. This is the will of thy 
most loving and tender Father. He sends the cross to be the 
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m^ims of tltese blessings. Certainly, Asn it cannot bindei 

thy walk with him ; but, in all these respects, will tend to keep 
thee in the way, and to help thee forward in it ; and thus, 

Fourthly, It will assist and promote thy holy fellowship and 
communion with God. This is the principal thing in religion. 
We fell from God by sin, and it is the greatest mercy to be 
brought back to him again. In this point all religions fail, bu; 
the Christian. Christ is the way. No one cometh to the Fa- 
ther but by him : for there is salvation in no other. He only 
can forgive sins : he only can justify sinners. * And this way 
was contrived in the covenant of the Trinity, for the highest 
display of their divine perfections ; which begin to be manr* 
fested when the Spirit of life enters into the sinner, and 
quickens him ; when the Spirit of adoption enables him to 
trust in the atonement and obedience of Immanuel, and 
thereby to see God, reconciled, and to call him, Abba, Father. 
With this faith in Jesus, he expects from the Father's love all 
the promised mercies. Thus he has fellowship with the Fa^ 
ther and the Son, by the Holy Spirit. He stands related to 
the eternal Three in their covenant offices, and he receives 
freely in believing, the covenant blessings of each. 

Among these blessings the cross is not the least : for it is 
mercifully appointed to be the means of bringing sinners to 
this divine fellowship. They go on stubbornly after their own 
hearts, and in the error of their own ways, until the Lord sends 
some trouble to stop them. They look wishfully at the gilded 
cup of pleasure, and drink greedily of its sweets, without any 
fear of the deadly poison mixed up with it. But when God 
convinces of sin then comes sorrow : they feel the poison 
working, in a sense of guilt and dread of punishment, which 
teach the want of a Saviour, Euad are a good schoolmaster to 
bring them unto Christ. So God dealt with the chief of the 
Old Testament sinners — ^a giant in iniquity, who surpassed 
all that were before him in Jerusalem for idolatry and blood- 
shedding. The Lord sent his prophets to warn him of his 
guilt, but he would not hearken. He hardened his heart, till 
Uie Lord brought upon him the captains of the host of the king 
of Assyria, who took Manasseh among the thorns, and bound 
him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon : and when he 
was in affliction, he besought the Lord his God, and humbled 
himself greatly before the God of his fathers, and prayed unto 
him ; and he was entreated of him, and heard his supplication, 
and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom ; then 
libnaBseh knew that the Lord he was God. His case was not 
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singular. It is a common thing ^th the Lord to send afflie* 
tion to make sin bitter, that he may lead his people to true 
sorrow for it, and thai they may seek until they find sal ration. 
And when they have found it, he still uses the cross to keep 
them near unto himself. Indeed, the cross alone has not this 
effect, but rather the contrary. The natural man has his iiret- 
fulness stirred up by suffering, and cannot help murmuring at 
the will of God. But grace sanctifies suffering. God midcetf 
it a blessing to his children, as by it he exercises their faith in 
such general promises as these. 

If God sends great and many troubles, they shall not sepa* 
rate believers from him ; because he will then be with them, 
as he spake unto Israel : * Fear not to go down into Egypt, 
for I will there make of thee a great nation : I will go down 
with thee into Egypt.' It was the house of bondage, in which 
the taskmasters heavily afflicted his descendants with their 
burdens ; but the more they afflicted them, the more they mul- 
tiplied and grew. So it .was with the Israel of God. They 
need not fear any affliction : for their God has promised to 
make them great Christians : the more they are afflicted, the 
more shall their graces multiply and grow; * I will be with 
thee in trouble (says God,) I will redeem, I will save thee 
from all thy troubles — ^Many are the troubles of the righteous, 
but I will deliver thee out of them all — ^Yea, when thou passest 
through the water and through the fire, I will be with thee., 
and will preserve thee from all evil — ^I will make all these 
things work together for thy good.' These promises are a 
great support to faith : for God engages to be with his chil- 
dren in every affliction. He does not intend, that any should 
separate them from him but that all should keep them near to 
himself. He says he will be with them : they, therefore, ex- 
pect his presence ; and if their afflictions be very great, they 
may on good grounds wait for his time of deliverance. And 
as his word cannot be broken, their trust in it will be con- 
firmed, and their hearts will be established in waiting upon the 
Lord. If their afflictions continue long, he is with tnem all 
the time, making them sensible of their own weakness, and 
putting forth his promised strength, both that they may endure 
and may also persevere in enduring : thus he improves theil 
patience. And because they have still a carnal nature, which 
cannot bear the cross, God therefore keeps it upon them, in 
order to crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts, that as 
they die unto sin, they may live unto righteousness. Such is 
the declared purpose of God in afflicting his children; he 
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would hereby cherish these graces in them, by which rom- 
mnnion with them is kept up ; and as these grow, commuuioa 
with him will grow in proportion. Faith will look more at 
the truth, and live more upon the faithfulness of God. Pa- 
tience will depend more on his arm, and the less happiness the 
believer can find in the creature, he will seek and will find 
the more in his God. The mortifying of the old man will, of 
course, make the new man more aUve : for as the power of 
the cross of Christ is laid upon the former, the power of the 
life of Christ will be experienced in the latter. 

But such is the goodness of God to his children under the 
cross, that he has given them several very particular and ex- 
press promises, in order to strengthen their faith and patience. 
He has shewn them what fellowship they are to expect with 
the eternal Three in their covenant-offices: for promoting 
which he most mercifully provided the cross. O my soul, 
attend to this ; carefully survey this rich contrivance of Divine 
love, and when the cross is sent, take it up in faith, and expect 
to be partaker of its covenant blessings. 

Remember, it is l^dd upon thee to promote communion with 
thy God and Saviour. The appointed trial comes. It is to 
give thee proof of the soundness of thy faith in Jesus, and to 
let thee see, by experience, that thou hast not believed in vain. 
Thou hast fled to him for refuge, from sin and guilt, from 
wrath and hell : he took thee into his protection, and now thy 
safety in him is to be attacked. It will be seen that the foun- 
dation upon which thou slandest will bear thee up in the hour 
of temptation. If thou hast indeed fellowship with him in 
his glorious salvation, it will now be made manifest, to thy 
great profit. The cross is laid upon thee, a heavy, a bitter 
cross : it deprives thee of all sensible comfort, and is kept 
upon thee till thou hast no prospect of any. Hope in creature 
comfort has failed : this is a sweet season for spiritual com- 
munion with thy Jesus. He has deadened the enjoyment of 
other things, that thy heart might be happier in him ; there- 
fore now thou art to oriiig the principles laid down in the for- 
mer chapters into practice. Here is a fair opportunity to make 
use of them : for without them a man must sink under such a 
cross ; but, through faith in the righteousness of thy God and 
Saviour, thou wilt not only have powerful arguments, but wilt 
also have powerful grace, to bear thy sufferings, patient under 
them, and thankful for them : 

Under them thou wilt be tried — ^It is good ground, upon 
which I have built my hope of salvation ? It is the rock of 
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ages? Does it bear me up safe, and keep n>.- unshniLei in 
this time of trouble? Yes; blessings, eternal lies^jogs on 
my precious Jesus : I have fled to him for refiige, and he 
has set my feet upon a rock that can never be moved : Christ, 
my passover, is sacrificed for me : in the blood of sprinkling 
I have put my trust, and I am safe from the destroyer : he is 
my propitiation, in whom I have redemption through faith in 
his blood : he is mine advocate also with the Father, standing 
in his presence as my surety : while the Father sees him and 
loves him, he will see me in him, and love me with the same 
love : Jesus is mine atonement with him, my righteousness, 
my sanctification, and my full redemption. O thou most 
lovely loving Jesus, I have often been happy in the sense of 
mine interest in thee, but never so happy as now. This cross 
is sanctified indeed : for it has removed what hindered my com- 
munion with thee, and has brought me to seek thy presence, 
and to enjoy thy supports and thy comforts. I was foolish 
enough to wish it might pass from me : but this was mine 
infirmity. Pardon it, my sweet Jesus, and accept mine un- 
feigned thanks for thy late mercies. Never in my life did I 
find the virtue of thy sacrifice in the peace of my conscience, 
nor had I such intimate communion with thee in thy finished 
salvation, as I have had under this cross. It tried me in- 
deed, but the trial was to thy glory, and to my profit. I am 
now more satisfied than ever that thy salvation is infinitely 
perfect, and that I have my share in it : I have indeed now ; 
for I am a partaker of the things which accompany salvation. 
I am making use of them — ^I find their reality — ^I enjoy theii 
sweetness — blessing and thanks and praise, without ceasing^ 
be unto thee, my adorable God and Saviour. 

Is it not, O my soul, thy fervent prayer, that thou mayest 
live in holy friendship with Jesus ? Wny then dost thou fear 
his cross, which is his appointed way and means of improving 
thine intimacy with him, and likeness to him ? O study the 
discovery of his love in the Scriptures ; and take particular 
notice of the promises which he has made to his suflering 
brethren. Read, mark them, mix faith with them, that they 
may he fulfilled in thine experience. Remember, thou canst 
not sufier but by his will, to which he expects submission : he 
s^nds the cross to teach thee this lesson. It cannot hurt thee 
if iliou dr>st not quarrel with it ; but if thy will be resigned to 
his, herein thou wilt have fellowship with him ; and thou wil* 
J»Te ren^'on constantly to be praying to him — ^Not my will 
Lord, bi! . '.ikine be done. 
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Consider, for the iinproTement of this fellowship, that thy 
Lord himself was exercised with the cross. He has gone b^ 
fore thee, bearing it. He has taken the curse and wrath out 
of it, and has sanctified it to all his followers. In faith they 
.must take it up: and in patience carry it, or they will not come 
to the kingdom Certainly then, their crucified Lord will be 
with them : yea, he has promised, * I will be with thee in 
trouble' — seek bis presence, O my soul, under the cross — -wait 
for communion with him — ^he has said he will be with thee : 
expect, therefore, the light of his countenance, which is better 
ihan life. Do not fear the cross, since it is to bring thee such 
a blessing ; it is to be the means of thy fellowship with Jesus, 
in his sensible support and heavenly comfort ; take it up then. 
Suppose it removes all thine earthly joy : let it go. The pain 
of its loss is not to be compared with the joy of thy spirit. 
Jesus will give thee pure holy joy; and, by his divine art, 
will extract it out of pain. He afflicts that he may comfort. 
He takes away sensual that he may give spiritual pleasure. 
He removes creature-love, that he may communicate more of 
his happy love. In mercy he chastises. He sees there is 
need to mortify sin. He sends the cross for this purpose, and 
blesses what he sends. It works like wholesome physic. But, 
oh ! it is bitter, it is nauseous to the taste. Why do you chew 
it then ? Swallow the pill. The benefit is not to be found in 
the mouth, but in the stomach. There it will purge bad 
humours. The sovereign Physician intends it should operate 
upon every evil temper which would hinder your blessed com- 
munion with him, and should be the means of exercising those 
graces by which that communion is maintained and may be 
improved. 

Such is the cross of Christ — taken up in faith, and carried 
in patience ; it promotes daily fellowship with him, which is 
the greatest blessing upon earth. There is no greater in 
heaven : only they enjoy it by sense, and we by faith. But 
we have the same fellowship with them in Jesus, and the 
same communion with them in the graces of his salvation. 
And for these he makes way by his cross. He deadens the 
Bool to the life of sense, that it may feel more of happiness in 
him. When he has withdrawn other joys, he often shines 
into the heart with joj' unspeakable. He generally vouch- 
safes these his love-tokens to his sufiering brethren, and gives 
his richest cordials in their deepest distress. Each of such 
happy souls car. say — It is good for me to sufier with Jesus. 
Yes, Lord, I am thy witness ; thy cros9 i« good ; it has been 
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the means of my greatest good ; for thou hast brought me hj 
it :o forsake communion with other objects, and to enjcy com« 
munion with thee in thy precious love. If thou hast been 
pleased to take away any of my beloved objects, thou hast, in 
much mercy, supplied their place with thy presence. I hav^. 
found my losses my chief gain. O my Jesus, Lord God Al- 
mighty, 1 bless thee and adore thee for the distinguishing 
grace vouchsafed to me under the cross. It was entirely from 
thee, and the efiect of thy love, that I had any patience or any 
fellowship with thee in the way of suffering. It was thy 
doing, and I glorify thee for enabling me to maintain peace 
with the Father through faith in thine obedience unto death, 
and for satisfying me that my crosses were appointed and sent 
by covenant-love. Thou art the giver of these blessings, and 
on thee I wait for the continuance of them. Whatever thou 
callest upon me to suffer, order it and me, as seemeth best to 
thy godly wisdom ; but leave me not to myself. Be always 
with me, my good Lord, that I may bear thy cross, and carry 
it patiently and profitably, thou sustaining both me and it every 
step of my way to heaven. Hear me, my Jesus, and answer; 
for without 'thee I can do nothing ; but strengthened by thee I 
shall be able to bear all things, and my daily cross will keep 
me in daily communion with thee to my profit and to thine 
eternal praise. Ainen, 

Thus the cross of Christ is sanctified, and keeps up commu- 
nion with him in the blessings of his salvation. So it does 
with the Father in his love. In the covenant, his name is 
expressive of his office. He is a Father who has every holy 
affection and feeling of love. He embraces, in the bowels ot 
the tenderest parent, all his family — Christ the head, and all 
the members of his body the church. With one undivided 
love his heart is set upon Christ, and them, and with the same 
bountiful hand he blesses him and them. What Christ is they 
shall be. In this most gracious relation he stands to the 
whole household of faith. He is their Father who loves and 
accepts them, pardons, justifies, sanctifies, and blesses thenv 
with all spiritual and eternal blessings in Christ Jesus. 

It is hard to believe this under the cross. To cleave to him 
in love, as our Father, when his hand is lifted up to smite, 
vea, when we smart under his rod, then to see love in his 
heart, and love guiding his hai^d, is faith very triumphant. 
We are apt to look upon our sufferings as coming from the 
wrath of God. We think he must be displeased, or else he 
would not delight to put us to pain : upon this account we ^tn 
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not fecpficiled to the cross, but would shake it off if we could 
The Scripture gives us a different view of this matter, and 
represents God in a more amiable light, even in the severest 
chastisement of his children. He is their Father, and they 
are his sons. This relation cannot subsist without his chas- 
tening them. He informs them of the necessity of it, he* de- 
clares to them his purpose and grace before the chastening, 
and he assigns the motives and ends of his proceeding. He 
has always the same Father's love, and is always dealing with 
them as with sons. His cross is one of the chief marks of 
t. He sends it with a message of love, and it comes to them 
big with mercies. When the Father intends an abundant 
' communication of his love, he generally makes way for it by 
some heavy cross ; and when he would continue or increase 
his favours, he keeps the cross upon them. It is his appointed 
means of promoting fellowship with him, in the graces and 
blessings of his fatherly love. And it answers this end, when 
it is received by faith, and carried by patience : for then the 
believer, resting on the sure foundation laid for him, in the 
holy life and death of Immanuel, sees the Father reconciled, 
and expects every promised blessing from his love. Whatever 
cross comes, he receives it from his Father in Jesus. He 
holds fast this truth — God is my God — ^he loves me perfectly 
in his Son, and therefore I shall find someproof of his fatherly 
love in this affliction. But if his faith be weak, if he forget, 
or forsake for a time, his foundation, then the cross will become 
intolerable. Murmuring will arise. The flesh will hearken 
to unbelief. Fretfulness will take place, and thus God will be 
robbed of his glory, and the believer of his comfort. It has 
pleased God, therefore, in order to strengthen his children's 
faith against these attacks, to give them many plain decla- 
rations of his invariable intention to do them good in all 
their afflictions. The Son is a witness for him : he was in 
the bosom of the Father, and knew all the purposes of his 
heart. He has given us a most delightful account of the 
Father's design in afflicting his children ; * I am (says he to 
his disciples) the true vine, and my Father is the husband- 
man: every branch that beareth not fruit in me, he taketh 
away ; and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth ity 
that it may bring forth more fruit, ^ — The Father looks 
upon all his children as one with Christ; as much united 
to him, and in him, as the branches are in the vine ; therefore 
as a wise husbandman, he takes the special charge and care 
of them. Everv branch that does not bear fruit in Christ- 
Si* 
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It is not as we read it, every branch in me, but every brand 
that does not bear fruit in me — whatever it may seem to be — 
in profession, a branch — in shew, a fruitful branch, yet it has 
no life ; it was never cut off from the old dead stock, nor 
grafted into me, the life-giving vine. The husbandman knowt 
this well. Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted, shall be rooted up. He does this in an hour of trial. 
Then it appears that such branches were only in appearance uni- 
ted to the vine : for if he had made them part of it, he would, no 
doubt, have continued them in it ; but he took them away, 
that they might be manifest that they were not one with the 
vine. This is a great part of the vine-dresser*s business — ^he 
sufiers no rotten branches upon his vine. He goes over his 
charge, and attends to every branch. If any seem to men, or 
to themselves, to be in the vine (for hypocrites are great self- 
deceivers, and the self-righteous love to be deceived, and proud 
nature is fond of growing into Christ by something of its 
own) the vine-dresser in due time, discovers their mistake, and 
manifests to the world that they were not branches of his 
grafting : for he taJtetk them away : but every branch, says 
Christ, that beareth fruit by its communion with me, he 
purgeth : by his divine husbandry he removes every thing 
which would stop its growth and hinder its fruitfulness. The 
branches of the vine are so weak that they always want a prop 
— ^he supports them. They often run very luxuriant — ^he cuts 
them with his pruning-knife. They have many bad humours 
and juices in them — those he corrects. He purges every 
noxious quality ; and whatever is contrary to the holy nature 
of the heavenly vine he subdues. Most merciful is his pur- 
pose herein. lie would have the branches of his own grafting 
to be lively and flourishing — like the stock upon which they 
grow. * I am the vine (says Christ,) ye are the branches.' 
God*s husbandry is to make the branches like the vine: 
therefore he purgeth them, in order that they * may bring 
forth much fruit.* And is this his design ? Does he afflict 
them entirely for their good ? Does he send every trial and 
trouble to purge their corruptions, and to quicken their graces ? 
Has the Lord Jesus given us such a pleasing view of his 
Father's love, assuring us that all crosses are sent by him, to 
make us more lively and more fruitful? Since this is the 
case, what great reason hast thou, O my soul, to expect these 
blessings from the cross ! Here is a promise for thy faith to 
rost on ; a promise, which discovers the heart of thy Father, 
and his abundant love in afflicting thee« He would have the* 
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Ml only to belieye in his lo^e, but also to enjoy it He afflicts 
thee ; but it is in order to thy keeping up communion with 
hiffl under the cross, and he knows it is the best means ol 
keeping it up, and of promoting it. O seek then, by faith, 
for the promised fruit. £xpect in patience the rich harvest. 
And ifaat thou mayest quietly submit to the Father's will in 
purging thee, as a branch, observe how exactly the apostle 
Paul agrees with his blessed Master : * Furthermore, we have 
had fathers of our flesh, who corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence ; shall we not much rather be in subjection unto 
the Father of spirits, and live ? For they verily, for a few 
days, corrected us, after their own pleasure ; but he for our 
profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness,^ There is 
a reverence due to earthly parents, and children are required to 
submit to iheir correction ; although herein they often consult 
their own will and pleasure more than their children's profit. 
And is not greater reverence due to the Father of our spirits, 
and shall we not submit to his corrections ? Especially since 
his design in them is to promote the greatest dignity and 
highest happiness of his children, even to make them par- 
takers of his holiness : for to partake is not only to give 
ihem a title to, but also to give them possession of, to commu* 
nicate, to have fellowship, with him, to share with him his 
holiness* Holiness is the Father's image in his children, by 
which he makes them like him, and capable of enjoying him* 
JEIe chose them in Christ before the foundation of the world, 
that they should be holy. He chose them in Christ, and 
made Christ their sanctification. In him they partake, as 
branches in the vine, of his holy nature. They are one with 
him in righteousness and true holiness. He is the divine 
root, from which all the branches, by the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, derive their nourishment and growth. From 
him is their fruit found. And the heavenly husbandman pur- 
posing to make the branches very fruitful, has provided 
effectual means. Among which the chief is his fatherly 
correction. This he sends to all his children, and in the 
tenderest love. He would have them to bring forth much 
fruit, that herein he may be glorified — ^holy fruit, produced 
by his care and culture, and ripened by daily communications 
of his grace. Therefore he appoints many heavy trials and 
crosses, by which he designs to bring them not only to 
believe in his love, but also to a growing enjoyment of it. 
He would communicate to them an increase of its blessings. 
He would have them nearer to himself and more like to 
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Himself— Holy as he is htly — ^not in degree, hut in likeness 
He would teach them more submission to his will, for whirn 
he wisely and mercifully suits the cross. He would improtrc 
their love to him, which he does by manifesting his to them ; 
therefore he sends his cross to deaden their hearts to other 
love, that he may give them a happier sense of his. And his 
children have found suffering times blessed times. They 
never had such nearness to their Father, such holy freedom 
with him, and such heavenly refreshments from him, as under 
the cross. It only took away what stopped the increase ot 
this happiness, which thereby was made more spiritual an«l 
exalted. The cross, thus sanctified, is the greatest blessing 
on this side of heaven. Because by it the Father keeps his 
children in the closest communion that they have with him 
upon earth ; by it he purges them, makes them fruitful, and 
partakers of his holiness ; by it he crucifies the life of sense, 
deadens them to the world, mortifies their lusts and pas- 
sions ; and by it, as the outward man perisheth, the inward 
man is renewed day by day. Most blessed renewal ! Daily 
the Father communicates (and by means of the cross) new life, 
new strength, and new comfort, to the inward man. By the 
right spirit renewed within him, he learns the necessity of the 
daily cross — he sees the merciful appointment of it to teach 
resignation to the Father's holy will, to work a conformity to 
the first-born among many brethren, both in suffering ana by 
suSering, to bring in sensible experience of the Father's sup- 
port and comfort. What blessings are these ! How great ! 
How precious ! to be branches in the vine, and to have the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ the husbandman, who grafb 
them into him — O what an infinite mercy is this ! And to be 
under his special care, faithfully watched over, in order to 
remove every thing hurtful, and to bestow every thing useful, 
this love passeth understanding. And to have this love to 
feast upon in the absence of other comforts, to have them 
taken away only to make room for this, to enjoy this most 
plentifully, even unto troubles and afflictions, and to be orviy 
purged by them in order to bring forth much fruit ; these are 
triumphs of Divine love. O my God and Father, I confess 
and deplore my frequent mistaking thy dealings wiih me. I 
did not see they were all in love. Through mine ignorance 
and self-will I thought thy cross was a punishment, and \ 
used wickedly to despise the chastening of the Lord. Pardon 
thy servant concerning this thing. Fcrgive mine opposition 
to thy cross, and subdue mine imimtient desire to shake it ofT 
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Holy Father, mortify my will, and make it bow tcy Mine. Thy 

will be done in me and by me. Purge me, and make me 
fruitful under the cross. Chasten me, that I may be a par- 
taker of thy holiness. I bless thee, O my God, for the desire 
which I have to keep up communion with thee in my suffer- 
ings. I believe thou art my perfectly reconciled Father in 
Jesus; and, therefore, trusting to thy love in him, I would take 
up thy cross, and expect under it thy covenant blessings. Yes, 
Lord, this is of grace. Thine be the praise for shewing me 
ihe need of suffering, and of renewing me by it in the inward 
man to a conformity to thy holy will. I now see thy love 
herein. It is as much love to crucify the outward man, as to 
renew the inward man. I believe it in my judgment, O blessed 
God, let me experience it in my heart and walk. Order all 
my crosses, that they may work together under thee, for thy 
glory and for my good ; and if afflictions abound, let consola- 
tions abound also. I have thy promise, and I rely upon it. 
Let it be fulfilled unto thy servant, for thy dear Son's sake. 
Amen and Amen, 

This blessed communion with the Father and the Son, 
which the sanctified use of the cross is made the means oi 
promoting, is maintained by the Holy Spirit : he is a person 
in the godhead co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and 
with the Son. It is his office to apply and to make eflectual 
all covenant blessings. Faith in the Son, and through him, 
love to the Father, are from his influence. He is the Lord 
and giver of all spiritual life, and of every spiritual enjoyment ; 
for so the apostle teaches in his prayer for the Corinthians : 
* The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the 
Father, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you 
all.' — This communion of the Holy Ghost consisted in par- 
taking by his means with the Lord Jesus Christ in his grace, 
and with the Father in his love. The Holy Ghost made the 
application : he quickened the soul, and inspired the breath ot 
life into it, and on him it depends for every spiritual act, as 
much as the life of the body does on its breathing. Whoever 
steadfastly believes in Jesus under the cross, and experiences 
under it the Father's love, has this fellowship with the Father 
and the Son, by the operation of the Holy Spirit. Therefore 
that sweet grace, which bears up with faith in Jesus, and with 
patience under the Father's rod, is said to be from him : * The 
fruit of the Spirit is long-suffering ;' he enables the soul to 
wait quietly ; and if the time be long, and the suffering hard, 
he gives long patience. He does not take away the sense of 
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paib, but he bestows strength to bear it, and by it he produces 
a plentiful harvest of graces and blessings. Thus he teaches 
us himself: * Now no chastening for the present seemeth to 
be joyous, but grievous : nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness unto them who are exer- 
cised thereby.* These are the fruits of the Spirit ; they are 
all of his producing; and they are fruits of righteousness, 
which none can produce but those who are one with Christ ; 
Hnd in him righteous before God. Although sense cannot 
perceive how they should grow or ripen upon the cross of 
Christ, yet faith can. The promise is sure ; and waiting faith, 
exercised with suffering, finds many promised fruits. O my 
Soul, consider this precious Scripture, and with close atten- 
tion. Study it. Treasure it up in thy heart. It contains a 
rich cordial for the afflicted. — Observe, there is love in send- 
ing the cross, love to be manifested by it, and heavenly fruits 
of love to grow upon it. Why then is suffering so hard ? Wliy 
art thou so little profited by it ? Is it not generally barren, 
because thou art not looking to the word of promise, and de- 
pending upon the Holy Spirit to give thee the promised fruit ? 
Ask thyself, therefore, especially in the hour of suffering, am 
I now expecting the communion of the Holy Ghost, that by 
his grace I may partake with the Son in his salvation, and 
with the Father in his love ? Is this my present experience ? 
There is no bearing the cross without iL Art thou then, O 
my soul, trusting to him for this happy fellowship, and hoping 
that as thou art a branch in the vine, and the husbandman is 
now purging thee, thou mayest bring forth much fruit ? And 
observe what kind of fruit it is. All the effects of being in 
union with Christ, and of having communion with him, are 
called fruits of righteousness, Christ is the vine. The branch 
must be one with him before it can live and grow — one with 
him in his life and death — a partaker of his Divine righteous- 
ness — ^and then the branch abiding in him by the influence of 
the Holy Spirit will be made fruitful in love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance : 
for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, and righteousness, 
and truth. He brings forth all the fruit that is to the glory of 
God — And it is all peaceable fruit ; for it .s produced by him 
in consequence of covenant-love, by which the Father is re- 
vealed as the God of peace, and the Son as the great peace- 
maker : and when the Holy Spirit enables the poor sinner to 
believe this, then he gives him joy and peace in believing — 
Deing justified by faith, he has peace with God through Jesus 
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Cbrist. The cross soon comes after this — ^not to destroy, but 
to try this faith — ^not to take away, but to confirm this peace--^ 
it is sent to give proof of the soundness of faith, and to mani- 
fest the sweetness of Divine love : for it comes from the Goi 
of peace, and all the fruits which he intends to produce by i 
are peaceable, such as should increase the happy sense o< 
peace in the minds of his children. And for this purpose tfa€ 
Holy Spirit abides with them. He has revealed the Fatheri 
lolre in Scripture, and he is a faithful witness of it to then 
heiffts. He sheds it abroad, and satisfies them of it. Yea, he 
gives theod sensible experience and enjoyment of it under the 
cross. This produces a quiet submission to his will, and an 
humble dependence upon his power; which are manifested 
by waiting upon God in all ways and means for the grace pro- 
mised to his afilicted children. The cross requires great grace, 
and therefore calls forth much prater. Sufiering times are 
praying times. The cross brings sinners upon their knees — 
Manasseh in affliction entreated the Loid — so did Paul — Be- 
hold, he prayeth. It keeps believers upon their knees, as the 
prophet witnesses : * Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, 
they poured out a prayer when thy chastening was upon 
them.' The Lord himself declares the same : * I will go ani 
return to my place, till they acknowledge their ofience, anc 
seek my face ; in their affliction they will seek me early. 
Accordingly they did seek him : ' Come (say they) and let 
us return unto the Lord : for he hath torn and he will hea! 
us ; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up.' O blessed 
fru)t of affliction ! when sanctified by the Spirit it teaches the 
children of God to pray fervently, and to continue instant in 
prayer : it discovers the weakness of the flesh, and thb rebel- 
lion of the will ; and shews the necessity of drawing near to 
God for strength and patience. It keeps the mind in a praying 
frame, expecting, by the grace of the Spirit, communion with 
the Father and the Son* The cross makes this communion 
necessary. It cannot be endured without a belief of the Fa- 
ther's love in Jesus, and therefore the Spirit of prayer keeps 
this belief in exercise, and enables the soul to plead the pro- 
mise of strength, to endure patiently, and to bring forth much 
fruit. The promise cannot faiL They who trust in it cannot 
be disappointed, but shall find grace to help in .time of need. 
As prayer is thus necessary, so the Holy Spirit generally 
makes it sweet under the cross. Is any afflicted among you ? 
Let him pray. Prayer is the appointed means of his comfort. 
If affliction send him to God, God will meet him. and makv 
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him joyfiil in his house of prayer. How encooraging are 
these words : ' Draw nigh *o God, and he will draw nigh to 

J on.' In every case of distress, draw nigh in faith to God ; 
e is a very present help. Seek his face, and yon will find 
him near unto you : for the Lord is nigh unto all that call 
upon him ; nigh to hear, to answer, and to comfort. Thus hie 
promise runs : ' Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shall an- 
swer ; thou shalt cry, and he shall say. Here I am.' What 48 
your burden ? I am present to give strength to bear it. What 
IS your grief? Here are my comforts. Do your tribulations 
abound ? Here are my consolations abounding also. Here I 
am. Ask what you will, believing, and it shall be done unto 
you. O what times of refreshing are these ? The Holy Ghost 
sensibly ccHnforts the afflicted. When they draw nigh to God, 
he is present to make their hearts joyful. He dispels their 
darkness with the light of his countenance, and turns their 
mourning into joy. And thus they have not only communior. 
with God in prayer, but also such communications of his hea- 
venly love, that they can often say. It is good for us that we 
have been in trouble. 

Jn times of trouble, the toard also is generally sweet. Al! 
people in distress look out for some comfort ; and the Holy 
Spirit directs believers to the Scriptures : ' Whatsoever things 
were written aforetime, were written for our learning, that we 
through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have 
hope.' The afflicted feel their want of patience and comfort 
which puts them upon careful hearing and reading of the good 
word of God. They want to know what it says of their case ; 
and when they meet a suitable promise, then they have a 
ground of hope. Their present trials require them to seek for 
something more than the truth of the promise. This being 
credited, they therefore expect the promised blessing. When 
the fismiine was in Canaan, Jaeob and his family could not have 
been kept alive by believing that there was com in Egypt; 
they must either fetch it or die. Trouble calls for the expe- 
rience of the promised blessings, and when they are received 
at such a time they are sweet indeed. They feel as ease does 
after pain. When the Holy Spirit applies the comfort, the 
promise by which he applies it, is precious. It is like a re- 
viving cordial to a fainting hearth O how 3weet are thy 
words unto my taste, yea, sweeter than honey unto my mouth. 
Honey is sweet, but the word is sweeter. When, through 
patience, and comfort of the Scriptures, the afflicted believer 
eigoys the j^ood of the promise, then ha can say — ^Now 
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kr40w, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and that thou in 
faithfulness hast afflicted me : let, I pray thee, thy merciful 
kindness he for my comfort, according to th^ word unto thy 
servant. 

Sweet is the comfort which the afflicted receive from God 
the comforter, under the cross ; not only in suffering, but also 
after it. Afterward also ' it yieldeth the peaceable fruit jf 
righteousness.' He who carries the cross of Christ, does nei 
labour in vain, and spend his strength for nought ; but he is 
bearing forth good seed. If he sow it in tears, yet he shall 
reap in joy. The Lord looks at the fruit, and intends to bring 
forth much of it by the cross : we are apt to look at the suf- 
fering and to forget the fruit. He has the end in view in the 
use of all means ; and the Holy Spirit has revealed this clearly, 
Ihat we might depend upon him for receiving the proper fruit 
of affliction. The Lord says, he led his people through the 
great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery flying ser- 
pents and scorpions, and drought ; that he might humble them, 
and that he might prove them, to do them good at the latter 
end. He intended to do them good. This was first in his 
heart. Then the way in which he would do it : he would 
lead them through many afflictions, by which they should find, 
at the latter end, how good God was to them. The promise 
of this was their encouragement to bear the cross, till they 
reaped the fruit. In like manner the Lord says to the 
afflicted Jews : ' I know the thoughts that I think towards yon 
(saith the Lord ;) thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give 
you an expected end* — such an end as you would wish, and, 
Having my promise, such as you may safely hope for — ^my 
thoughts indeed are not as your thoughts — ^you think I have 
cast you off, and that your present cross is to crush you — no, 
1 mean to do you good by it — ^and so the end will prove — wait 
a little in faith, and all will come to a happy issue. 

Are these Scriptures the truth of God ? Has the eternal 
Spirit promised in them, that although the bearing of the 
cross be very painful, yet it is very profitable ! Will he after- 
ward cause them to bring forth much fruit, who have been 
exercised with it? Art thou then waiting, my soul, under 
all thy troubles, for the promised end? Dost thou expect it, 
and in patience tarry the Lord's leisure ? Canst thou look 
back, and see how merciful the dealings of thy God have been 
— ^how gracious his rod — how loving his correction ? Const 
thou look forward under every cross, persuaded that God wiL 
do thee good at the latter end ? That he will cause man5 
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peaceable fruits to grow upon th js seemingly barren tree ? Yea« 
that these light afflictions, which are but for a moment, shall 
work for thee an eternal weight of glory far more excellent 
than can be conceived ? O God the Holy Ghost, I do believe 
it : I would not doubt of the truth of the promise in thy word, 
nor of the truth of thy grace in my heart. I therefore beseech 
thee, O thou Spirit Jehovah, to enable me to keep up commu- 
nion with thee in all my trials, that I may bring forth those 
peaceable fruits of righteousness. Thou art the giver of every 
grace. I acknowledge thee to be the author of my spiritual 
life : I was dead in trespasses and sins, and thou hast quick- 
ened me. It is of thy mere gift that I have any faith, and that 
upon the trial it was found to be true faith : I bless thee for 
this grace, and humbly pray for the continuance and for the 
increase of it. Meet me in the use of all means, and enable 
me to ffrow in faith, rooted and grounded in Christ Jesus, thai 
I may also grow in love to his Father and to my Father. O 
thou Divine revealer of his heavenly love, shed it abroad more 
abundantly in my heart, that I may learn more resignation to 
his will, more subjection to his authority, and more submission 
to his rod. I acknowledge thee, holy-making Spirit, to be 
the teacher of patience, and what I have learned was thy re- 
velation. It was in thy strength that I was enabled to go on 
with any quietness bearing my cross. Thy grace made me 
willing, and nothing else can keep me willing, to have the 
flesh crucified with its aflfections and lusts. O God, put forth 
thine almighty power, and enable me to part with every thing 
which would hinder my fellowship with the Father and the 
Son. I desire so to walk this day, as to have growing fel- 
lowship with the eternal Three, and I desire it through thine 
influence. O God the Holy Ghost, carry on thy work. Exalt 
and purify my faith and patience and every grace : if it be thy 
will to do this under the cross, O make me willing and able to 
bear it. Let every cross bring forth richer and riper fruit, 
until thou give me an exceeding great and eternal harvest of 
glory. I ask this in the name of Jesus, and I expect an an- 
swer of grace through the Father's love in him, to whom with 
thee, O blessed Spirit, three persons in one godhead, be equal 
glory, worship, and praise, now and for ever. Amen. 

Meditate, my soul, with seriousness, upon this great sub- 
ject. Study the Scriptura account of the cross. The know- 
ledge of it enters into the very essence of the peace and com- 
fort of thy walk. Thou canst not run away from the cross : 
thou canst not cast it off: remember 'f thou wilt be Christ'* 
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disciple, thou must take it up daily and follow him. If it be 
very heavy and very grievous, yet it will not hinder thee from 
following him. He carried the heaviest part for thee — ^he en 
dured the curse and punishment due to thy sins — he left no 
wrath for thee to suffer : blessed be his love, the cross has no 
curse in it now, thy sufferings are all sent from love, and his love 
will help thee to bear them, and to profit by them : for he has 
promised to bless and sanctify them to his people. And he 
makes them a blessing indeed. Never, on this side of heaven, 
does he give them such near and happy communion with him- 
self, as under the cross. O read, then, and study what is 
revealed in Scripture concerning it. Go over it again and 
again. Learn well, and inwardly digest, the doctrine of the 
cross of Christ — the necessity — the benefit — the blessings of 
it : Meditate and feed upon the sweet promises relating to it : 
mix faith with them, that they may liourish and strengthen 
thee in time of need. But never forget, that thy cross, be it 
what it will, is appointed for thee in covenant-love. It is the 
portion allotted thee by thy heavenly Father — decreed, in 
weight and measure to an atom — thou shalt not bear it one 
moment longer than he has determined — and many precious 
fruits it shall produce. Thou wilt find suffering times, grow- 
ing times — growth in faith and patience, in mortification to sin, 
and in fellowship with the ever-blessed Trinity. The author 
of thy faith puts it to the trial : it comes out of the lion's den 
unhurt : it comes out of the fiery furnace refined. God is 
glorified hereby, and thou art strengthened. He sends the 
cross to teach thee patience, and he continues it for the oxer- 
cise and for the improvement of the same grace. He intends 
by his chastening to crucify the fiesh, and to mortify thy mem- 
bers which are upon the earth. In love he takes away sen- 
suttl, that he may give thee spiritual joys. He does not hate 
thee, but love guides every stroke of his chastening. He is 
only weakening thine attachment to earthly things, that he 
may incifease thy communion with Father, Son, and Spirit. 
O what blessings are these ! Meditate, O my soul, much and 
often upon them. Pray for the experience of them in time ol 
fieed ," and be assured, with all these helps, the cross will be 
exercised hard enough for thy pawience. Thou canst carry it 
only in the strength of almighty grace. May the Lord 
strengthen thee from day to day to run the race set before 
thee, till thou win the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. 
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CHAP. VI. 

The belieTer, ezereised with the inward ck«, leans to walk more hiiflft&9 with 
hie God. 

The outward cross is not always a burden alike heavy. 
God gives his children a little respite. After they have been 
long tried he sometimes removes their trouble, and gives them 
ease and outward prosperity. Their sun arises as it does in 
nature. After many cold and dark days, a fine season comes 
- -finer for coming after them. The sky grows clear and 
serene, the air is soft and refreshing, the sun shines with warm 
and enlivening rays. Every thing looks pleasant and smiles 
around you. So it is in the kingdom of grace. The believer 
may not be always in heaviness through manifold' afflictions. 
He has his times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 
He prospers, and is in health. The blessing of God is upon 
his substance. Every thing that he takes in hand succeeds. 
He is happy in his circumstances, and happy in his family. 
He sees the goodness of God in these mercies, and he is thank- 
ful. But if the heavenly Father sometimes indulge his chil- 
dren with the removal of the outward cross ; yet he never 
does with the inward. They carry it all their days, and a 
heavy burden it is. So long as they are in the body, while 
they are in this tabernacle, they do groan being burdened : for 

The inward cross is the fault and corruption of sinful nature, 
which duth remain in the regenerate, and is their continual 
gi\%i and plague ; because it is always opposing their holy and 
happy walk with God. It is called in Scripture, 

The flesh, the whole man being carnal and full of lusting 
against the Spirit. 

The old man, being the first in us before the new man i» 
created by the Spirit of regeneration. 

A body of sin, made up completely of members and appe* 
tites, in which there is not only an absence of all good, but also 
a propensity to all evil, insomuch that nothing can move oi 
stir in this body, but what is sinful. 

The law of sin, because sin rules and governs the natural 
man. 

Indwelling sin, because it dwells in the whole man, both in 
soul and body. 

Concupiscence or lust, which the apostle says, he should 
not have known to be sin, unless the law had said — ^Thou shall 
not covet or lust. 
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Tbis fallen nature is also said to be corrupt according to the 
deceitful lusts, to be contrary to the Spirit, to rebel against the 
law of God, and not to be subject to it, neither indeed can be. 
This corruption of nature doth remain, according to our re- 
formers, Art. 9, * Yea, in them that are regenerated, whereby 
the lust of the flesh, called in Greek Jraneema sarkos, which 
some do expound, the wisdom; some, sensuality; some, the 
aflection; some, the desire of the flesh, is not subject to the 
law of God ; and although there is no condemnation for them 
that believe, and are baptized, yet the apostle doth confess that 
concupiscence and lust hath of itself the nature of sin.' And 
in the 15th Art. of Christ alone without sin, they say, ' that all 
we, the rest, although baptized and born again in Christ, yet 
offend in many things ; and if we say we have no sin^ we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.' 

The compilers of our articles were holy men, and taught 
of God. They spake his mind and will according to the 
oracles of truth. And it will be a great comfort to a poor 
soldier, wearied with fighting against those lusts which war 
against the soul, to find that the best Christians, in every age, 
have been engaged in the same holy war. This will mightily 
encourage him to take to him the whole armour of God, that 
he may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand. 

Attend then, O mf^oul, to the law and to the testimony 
Pray for the Spirit of wisdom and revelation. Desire grace 
to submit to the truth of God, that whatever he teaches plainly 
and expressly in his word, thou mayest believe it, and abide by 
it. Read and pray, till thou art satisfied, and the conviction 
of thy mind influence thy heart and walk. Art thou to carry 
the inward cross all the way to heaven ? Is there no dis- 
charge in this war? — ^No truce to be made, not even a cessa- 
ion of arms ? But art thou to be fighting on the good fight 
'-f faith, till the Captain of thy salvation take thee out of the 
field of battle ? O hard service ! To be night and day — at 
home and abroad — ^in the closet and in the church — at hearing 
the word and meditating upon it — fasting and praying — ^at the 
>hop and at the exchange — every where and at alt times 
lorced to be in arms against the assaults of indwelling sin ; this 
is a warfare terrible indeed to flesh and blood. The length 
of it — never ended so long as breath is in the body. The 
painfulness of it — consisting in being at war with a man's self, 
and in resisting his bosom sins and strongest appetites. What 
discouragements are these from entering into, and from cor- 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



#19 TBB WALK OP FAITS. 

tinning in, tkis battle ! Why should it be wondered then, Aa*. 
some persons, who only follow the camp, and are not of it, 
should repent when they see this war, and return to Egypt ? 
or that others, pretending to be on Christ's side, but never one 
with him, should dream of shaking off this cross, and of sit- 
ting down here in a land of perfect peace ? This is the cow- 
ard's paradise. They want to rest quiet on this side of Jordan* 
and would not go over with Jesus to fight for the promised 
land. O dear Saviour, keep thy noble army from this delusion 
of Satan : so long as they are in the body of sin and death, 
make them good soldiers of Christ Jesus, resisting unto blood, 
striving against sin. For so long must we be in this hot bat- 
tle. It is decreed by the sovereign will of God — and he is 
always pf one mind. He has revealed it in his word of truth, 
that the corruption of nature doth remain in his regenerate 
children ; they have an old man and a new, they have ilesh and 
spirit, they have nature and grace, and he has described the 
combat, which is to last through life between these two. Tht» 
beloved apostle bears a clear testimony. He is speaking of 
those whom the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin^ 
and who had fellowship with the Father and with the Son, and 
who proved the truth of this by their walking in the light ; he 
puts himself among them, and declares ; * If we say that we 
harve no sin 7ioWy we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us.' — ^If we say, — he saith not, i{ thou ^|[^, as if he spake of 
some particular per^on-r-nor if ye say, as if he intended ordi- 
nary Christians alone. But if wc, apostles, or whatever we 
be, say so ; if any of us, if I, for instance, should think I had 
no sin now, who am a saint of a hundred years old ; because 
I was a great favourite of the Lord Christ, and have been a 
great sufferer for him : or because I have lived blameless be- 
fore men, and have been a witness for the truth in my writings, 
and am ready to seal it with my blood : if upon account of any 
thing done by me, or in me, of any real excellency or attain- 
ment, I should fancy myself in a state of sinless perfection, 
the Holy Ghost charges me with self-deceit. A dreadful de- 
lusion ! arising from the pride of my heart, and its rebellion 
against God, and discovering the most gross ignorance of 
God's righteousness in the holy law> and of Christ's righteous- 
ness in the glorious gospel ; but if I was to say, as well as to 
think it ; if I should tell any body — Now I have no sin, I am 
perfect — Now, at this time, I have received perfect purity of 
heart ; for, ever since I received it, I have had nothing stirring 
in mo for one year, for two, twenty, forty years, but love, pure 
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hve to Qod— (}od is in all iriy thoughts, and nothing but God 
— I do his will in earth as it is done in heaven : if I should 
say so, I should tell a great lie : for I should deceive myself, 
and the truth would not be in me. 

Are these indeed the very words of the apostle : * If we say 
that we have no sin now, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
18 not in us V Can no other sense be fairly pat upon them, 
but that the holy John had sin in him at every given moment 
of his life ? Is this the plain literal meaning of the passage ? 
As it certainly is, observe then, O my soul, the decisive 
evidence given here by the Holy Ghost concerning the inward 
cross. Pray for his teaching, that thou mayest understand, 
and pray for his grace, that thou mayest profit from this scrip- 
ture. Here is his infallible record concerning St. John and 
all highly-favoured believers. He asserts that there was no 
time of their lives in which they were free from indwelling 
sin : God forbid then that I should think I have no sin. He avers 
that if they should say they had none, they were deceived; 
and that if they should stand to it, as popish mystics and pro* 
testant perfectionis|;s do, the searcher of hearts declares that 
they lie, and do not the truth — the truth is not in them ; for 
the father of lies has flattered them, and drawn them into self-* 
idolatry, with a wicked design to corrupt their minds from the 
simplicity that is in Christ. Beware, O my soul, of this 
deceit ! the Holy Ghost has warned thee of it. He foresaw 
how the first sin would break out in afler-times, and pride 
would persuade men that they were perfect in the flesh ; he, 
therefore, so guarded this. Scripture that none can inistake it, 
but such as turn away their ears from the truth. He puts all 
the words in the present tense, lest any should think he was 
speaking of time past, or of what men were before the blood 
of Christ had cleansed them. If we now say — We, who now 
have fellowship with the blessed Trinity, and are walking in 
the light of their countenance — ^say that we now have no sin, 
nor had none formerly ; he is not speaking of that : if he was 
(the Holy Ghost understands grammar, and can make no mis- 
lake in expressing himself,) he would certainly have used the 
past tense ; but he uses the present, now have no sin, so as not 
to want the cleansing blood of Jesus this moment as much as 
ever — If we have any such thoughts, we now deceive ourselves, 
end the truth is not now in us. How forcible and strong is 
this testimony from the mouth oi John ! and the sense, as well 
t^ the grammar, shews that le is speaking of believers, and 
t^t therS is sin in them : for throughout the chapter he treats 
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of the very same persons, arid describes, not what they were 
'^fore, but what they are since, they received the grace d1 
God. They were cleansed from all sin by the blood of the 
Lamb ; were admitted into communion with the Father and 
ihe Son, by the Spirit ; and they enjoyed this communion, 
walking in the light, as God is in the light : these are the 
persons here mentioned, of whom God says, they had sm still 
Tn them, indwelling sin, the fault and corruption of nature, 
still remained in them ; and if they fancied it did not, they 
■^ould be sadly deceived — they would entirely mistake the 
covenant of grace, which was to bring sinners, sensible of 
thf ir wants and miseries, to live out of themselves upon the 
•uiness of the God-man — they would forget their own charac- 
ter, under which alone they can be saved, salvation being only 
for sinners — they would fall mto the crime of the devil, by 
pride exalting themselves against the person and work of the 
incarnate God — and they would quite pervert the law and the 
gospel: for, in order to maintain their inherent perfection, 
they are forced to legalize the gospel, and to make it consis*. 
of certain terms and conditions, upon the performance o) 
which sinners shall be saved : and then, in order to comfcil 
themselves with their having performed these terms and con- 
ditions, they are forced to turn rank antinomians : they lessen 
the evil of sin, they excuse it in themselves, and make just 
nothing of it. They call it by several pretty soft names, such 
as infirmity, frailty, excresence, and at last they get quite rid 
of it, by laying it upon the devil, and by terming it an injec- 
tion of il^ Satan. And thus they deceive themselves into 
perfection, and insist, upon it that they have no sin, although 
they have enough in them to damn the whole world. O God, 
open the eyes of these self-deceivers, and bring them into the 
way of truth. 

Such is the clear evidence of the Holy Spirit : he asserts 
that the greatest believers, while in the body, have sin in them. 
Dost thou yield, O my soul, to his testimony ? Art thou fully 
convinced of it from the work of his grace, as well as from 
the word of his truth ? Dost thou feel indwelling sin ? Is it 
the plague of thy heart, and the burden of thy life ? When 
thou art willing to walk humbly with thy God, is it continually 
in thy way, raising objections, putting difficulties, and sug- 
gesting hinderances ? Is it like a heavy weight pressing thee 
down in thy race, that thou canst not run so long, or so fast, 
as thou couldst wish ? Since this is indeed thy daily cross, 
and the bearing of it the hardest part of thy warfare, O read 
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with diligence the Scripture account of it. Take notice of 
ihe Lord's champions, how they felt under this burden, from 
whence they derived strength to bear it, and had comfort under 
it. Hear the man after God's own heart, crying out, * Mine 
iniquities are gone over my head, as a heavy burden ; they 
are too heavy for me.' — David had a heavy load : he was ready 
lo sink, and he could not cast it off. He could not go into his 
closet, or to the house God ; he could not sit upon his throne, 
or go in and out before his family, but this grievous cross so 
bowed him down greatly, that he went mourning all the day 
long. The burden of it was intolerable, and would have 
crushed him under it, if he had not learned how to cast it on 
the Lord — ^ Make haste (says he,) to help me, O Lord God of 
my salvation !' Here he found relief. The prayer of faith 
was heard, and God was the strength of his salvation. 

Under the same burden a New Testament saint went groan- 
ing all his day«. He had a hard conflict between the flesh 
and the Spirit, and he has left the account of it upon record. 
Blessed be God for the seventh chapter of the Romans. We 
there read of the inward cross, with which all the children ot 
God are exercised. In the very same Paul there was delight 
in the law of God after the inward man ; but he found another 
law in his members, rebelling against the law of God — ^the 
flesh, in which dwelleth no good thing, never ceased to assault 
the spirit with its vile thoughts, legal workings, and rebellious 
inclinations — when he had a will to do good, he could not do 
it so perfectly as he desired — his best moments were never 
free from' the inroads of indwelling sin : therefore, in the bit« 
terness of his soul, he cried out : ' O wretched man that I am.' 
Oh ! that sigh came from the bottom of his heart. I know 
what he felt — he groaned, being burdened — ^weary and tired 
with this continual conflict, he looked out for deliverance. * Who 
shall deliver me from the body of this death V He saw, by 
faith, his almighty Saviour ; and in him expected everlasting 
victory : * I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.* He 
rested upon Christ in the battle, and through him waited for 
deliverance, knowing that, one day, he should be made more 
ihan conqueror. 

Weil then, O my soul, here is comfort. If the corruption 
of nature be thy cross, so it was to David, and so it was to 
Paul. Thy case is not singular. It is common to every sol- 
dier who is fighting under the banner of Christ. This cross 
is unavoidable, because it is in thy bosom. It is thine imoost 
?elf — thy whole nature, which is corrupt according to the de- 
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oeitfol tH6t8. TheH hast not an atom of thy bmly, nor the 
.ea«t motion or stirring of any faculty in thy soui, bat sin is 
in it ; and therefore it is capable of being a plague to the new 
man. The Holy Ghost speaks thus of the inward warfare : 
* This I say then, walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the 
lusts of the flesh : for the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh, and these are contrary the oiiO to 
the other, so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
These words are addressed to the Galatians, who were be- 
lievers, and called into the liberty of the gospel, but by false 
teaching they were under a great temptation. They had begun 
in the Spirit, but they thought of being perfected in the flesh. 
They set out with salvation by faith, but expected salvation, at 
last, by works. Among other arguments to convince them of 
their mistake, here is one unanswerable, namely. No works of 
ours can save a sinner, but such as are perfect ; no works of 
ours are perfect, therefore they cannot save a sinner. And 
that none of them are perfect is certain, because in every one 
of them there is something of the flesh of corrupt nature, as 
well as something of the Spirit and of spiritual nature. These 
two are contrary as life and death, and they are always in 
action, every moment the one lusting against the other': so 
that no bieliever can do the things which he would, so perfectly 
as the holy law requires. 

How grievous must this inward cross be to a real believer ! 
For it consists in the opposition which he finds within him, to 
God and to the things of God. The flesh ever lusteth against 
the Spirit, and the old man against the new. There is a con- 
tinual war between these contrary powers. The flesh is a 
complete body of sin, armed with every member and instru- 
ment of rebellion, that can resist the motions and actions of 
the new man. There is darkness in the understanding always, 
clouding the light of the glorious gospel, and therefore we 
know but in part. The will of the flesh always opposes the 
holy will of God. There is enmity in the heart working against 
the love of God and of his will. There is pride to weaken 
humility — anger to oppose meekness — ^the carnal mind to fight 
against spiritual-mindedness. When the spirit is willing, the 
flesh is weak. When you draw near to God in prayer, the 
imagination will not be confined : it will wander after a thou- 
sand vain objects. When you are hearing the word, it will 
disturb your attention with its unaccountable excursions, b 
is so sportive and flighty that you cannot keep it within any 
bounds. Is it not so* O my souJ ? Art thou not sensible of 
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Ms heavy cross ? Dost thou not find somediing in thee alwayii 
resisting and weakening the exercise of thy graces ? and is 
not this the great plague of thy life ? Can there he a greater 
than to carry ahout with thee a sinful nature, daily trying to 
hinder thee m thy holy walk and happy communion with God? 
O how much does it concern thee, then, to be well skilled in 
bearing this cross, and in behaving under it as a good soldier 
of Christ Jesus ! And to this end the principles before laid 
down, are absolutely necessary. Without them thou canst 
not rightly understand the nature of indwelling sin, and canst 
not possibly gain victory over it. Only the doctrines of grace, 
received into thy heart, can enable thee to walk with God 
under this cross. Call to mind, then, what was agreed upon in the 
covenant of the Trinity, and was fulfilled in the person and 
work of Immanuel, for thy peace with the Father, and for thy 
returning to him in love, and has been applied to thee by the 
Holy Spirit, who has given thee faith in Jesus, and has mani- 
fested the love of the Father in him : thfcu art therefore now 
one with thy covenant-head — in him complete and perfect, 
although thou art in thyself still a sinner. Thou hast a body 
of sin, through the lusting of which thou art not able to 
keep the holy law, according to its full demands, in any one 
instance. But thou art before the Father, what thy Surety is. 
He sees thee in him, without spot^ or wrinkle, or any such 
thing — accepted as he is — ^beloved with the same love — ^looked 
upon with the same joy — and blessed with all spiritual bless- 
ings in him. Thy Surety lived for thee : thou hast the 
righteousness of God for thy justification. Thy Surety died 
for thee : in him thou art as truly dead unto sin, as Christ 
himself is. Thy Surety rose again, and took possession of 
spiritual and eternal life for thee. He was delivered for thine 
ofiences, and raised again for thy justification. Thou shalt 
reign with him, as certaitily as he has now the crown upon 
his own head. Such is the perfect salvation which is for thee, 
although ihou art still the subject of sin : for thy pardon Ib 
without exception or reverse. — All trespasses are freely for- 
given. Thy justification to life is absolute : for it is God him- 
self that justifieth. He chose thee in Jesus, that thou shouldst 
be holy and without blame before him — and so thou art. As 
a member in his body thou art without blemish. Here is thy 
relief under the inward cross. The Father chose thee in his 
Son, looks upon thee in him, and deals with thee according tc 
covenant love: there is therefore, now no condemnation tc 
thee, who art in Christ Jesus. With the sweet sense of this 
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upon thy conscience, persoaded that Qod is at peace with thee, 

take up the inward cross. In this delightful view see the 
curse removed. Thou hast no reason to fear wrath or death 
or hell. Victory over all sins and enemies is certain. Daily, 
eternal victory is promised. In this faith follow the nohle army 
who carried this cross to their graves. Fight as they did, 
looking unto Jesus. Sin is in thee : it was in them ; hut they 
looked upon it as a vanquished foe, slain and put to death 
Mrhen Jesus died for sin once. Likewise reckon thou also thy- 
self to be in him dead unto sin — freed &om the condemning 
sentence of the law — freed from the dreadful stroke of justice 
by his death — freed as truly as he is — and therefore thou art 
DO more liable than he is to be condemned and punished. 
And, for the strengthening of this faith, seek for fellowship 
with him in his death. It is thy privilege, as thou art planted 
in the likeness of his death, to derive power and efficacy from 
It, daily to put sin to death. The more steadfastly thou be* 
lievest that thou art one with him in his death, the more wilt 
thou fit\f\ thy sinful nature crucified with him. Communion 
IS always according to the faith of union with Christ. The 
strongest faith must have the strongest hold of him, and thereby 
draw the most virtue from him. It is true, as our faith in- 
creases we become more spiritual ; and we see corruption 
more, as we see motes in the sun-beams. The senses of the 
new man, by exercise, gaiA a quicker perception of sin — we be- 
come all over tender as the eye — jealous of the motions — yea, of 
the appearance of evil. This is real growth. Sin is more 
felt, in order that the power of Jesus may be put forth to make 
us hate it, resist it, and overcome it more. As believers are 
more sensible of their sinfulness in the first Adam, so they 
grow up into the second Adam, the Lord from heaven : they 
bear the cross of the corruption of the first, which leads them 
to constant fellowship with the second — in his death, for the 
pardon of their corruption — in the power of his death to mor- 
tify sin, that it may not have dominion over them. 

Corruption is in thee, and it will strive for dominion. Thy 
sins will sometimes fiercely assault. Their allies, the world 
and the devil, will join them with stratagems and force ; when 
the battle is hot, and thou art weak, then it behoves thee to 
live by faith upon Jesus as thy surety, now acting for thee in 
heaven, as he acted for thee upon earth. He has gone up, as 
thy high-priest, to carry thy name wilbir. the veil. He bear^ 
It upon the ephod on his shoulders, and upon the breastplaie 
on his heart : his power and his love are engaged for thee no iv 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



fp» wMic «^ wAims m 

he is in (t **:y. He Bt«idflin th« preseace of Gk>d, m thy lepre* 
aentative* The Father sees thee in him ; and thou art in his 
sight what thy forerunner is. As he stands there, so dost thou 
stand — righteous as he is righteous — holy as he is holy — ^be- 
loved as he is heioved — and shalt be blessed as he is blessed. 
Viow, by faith, thy nature in him, exalted and glorified, and 
ibr the joy set before thee in him take up thy cross. It is a 
heavy burden — ^it is a hard warfare. True : but consider, who 
shall lay any thing to thy charge for indwelling sin ? It is 
God that justiiieth thee from it. Who is he that condemneth I 
h is Christ that died ; yea, rather, that has risen again, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession 
ibr thee. He appears in the presence of God for thee as thina 
iatercessor. He is always in court to represent thy person, 

* nd to carry thy cause, especially as to what concerns sin : 

* If any of us sin,' says the beloved disciple, ' we have an advo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous ; and he is the 
propitiation for our sins ;' in this office he is skilful and faith* 
ful and compassionate. He has thine interest at heart — thy 
safety, thy comfort, under this cross, and thv victory over it. 
His very glory is so interwoven with thine, that they are one : 
yea, the Advocate and his clients form but one spiritual body* 
of which every member is what the Head is. my God and 
Saviour, I bless thee and worship thee, for acting for me as 
mine advocate and intercessor in heaven. Increase, I beseech 
thee, my faith, that I may see more of the glory of thine of&ce^ 
and may make more use of it in the bearing of mine inward 
cross. let thy faithful witness abide with me, to enable me, 
without doubt or wavering, to trust in what thou hast done for 
me upon earth, and to draw comfort from what thou art new 
doing for me in heaven. Into thy hands I desire to commit 
my cause. Lord, undertake for me. Be surety for thy ser- 
vant for good, and guide me with thy counsel, till.^hou bring 
me to thy glory. I ask this for thy mercies' sake. Amen. 
Is this the true state of the case ? Is it certain from the word 
t£ God ? Is it confirmed from matter of fact ? Did the highest 
believer upon earth experience their inward cross ? When his 
conscience summoned him to the bar of God, and put him 
upon inquiring what he would plead there for his justification, 
had he any thing to urge but the sacrifice and righteousness 
o( the ever-blessed Immanuel ? And is not this ihy plea, O 
my soul ? Dost thou not find so much weakness and infir- 
mity ia thy holy things, that thou wouldst seek atonement 
for the iniquity of them through the intercession of the great 
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H^lk^tiest? Ani littwk waukfat nek Mok of stanteg' W 
ibre ^e throne, to daim eternal Ufe as tlie veward d»e t* 
thhie own holiness. Is not this thine expemnc« ? If it be, 
then take up thy cross in this 

Faith. It is thy grief that sin is in thee. The nK»tiens and 
htstings of \i are thy burden. The resisting and opposing 
tliem is thy connnuat warfare ; and thou hast no prospect bs" 
Ibre thee of enjoying perfect deliverance i^om this heavy cross^ 
until death release thee. Blessed be God for the asdvatioB 
that is in Christ Jesus. There is a pvovision made in ik» 
covenant of grace lor the pardon of indwelling sin> fev victory 
ov^r it daily, and for the eternal destruction of the who^ia^ body 
of sin : it shall have no existemce in the meBubefiBy any inor» 
than it has in their glorified Head. liere is a comfort for iheew 
O my soul, of Ood^s own providing, and of God's own apply- 
ing. When it is applied to thy heart, thi» crosa will be easy. 
Observe carefully what is revealed eenoeming the being ef sjft 
hi the best Christians, and concerning the peurdon el it. Thm 
Boly Ghost declares k dweHs in them, but they are forgiven 
all trespasses — ^they are in Christ without spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing — ^in the first Adam they are heirs of sin, death, 
^nd hell ; in the second Adam, the Lord ^m heaven, they are 
heirs of righteousness, Kfe, and glory. He is their co^veoant" 
head, and they are before God what he is. Thi» is the recoid 
of truth — ye are complete in kin^ Abide by it, O my soul ; 
Ifive it Ml credit ; and boktty plead it against al) die chsagm 
of guilt, and fears of wrath. 

* It is true. I have sin in me, b»t it is pardoned. God has 
forgiven me (01 trespasses. I stand hefore him in my Shne^^ 
who undertook for me. And I am perf^t in him. The Fnthe* 
ehose me in his Son : he looks upon the fhee of his BeloTed, 
and sees me in him. In him he is weH-pleaaied, so he la whh 
me. As he loves him, so he lovee me. This is the glorions 
privilege which Iw^ feith I now enjoy. I deny sight and sense^ 
and I stick to the word of God. I adhere strictly to its testi* 
mony concerning me, believing myself to be dead indeed unto 
sin in Christ, and in him absi^ut^ fteed Imn goait and coa* 
demnation. The Father is at ^ace with me^ and he lovas 
me in his Son, and with the same love with w^ich he loves 
him — ^his Father and my Father. With this peopsaanoa I go 
to war with my corruptions. 1 see their traitorona designs* 
They are fighting against every thing that is dear and pveciew 
lo my soul. But having the promised grace of the akn^^ 
Saviour f(» my help, I desire to set upon them in^isnaaie. I 
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^ hm 1ms thm tmong mine other enemies iii^«r his feet, 
$ad I have his woTd for it that he will put them under mine. 
Yen, Lord, I beheve, and ou thy ^ithfal promise I trust this 
dtif. Although I must carry niy cross, yet I bless thee and 
worship thee for removing curse and wrath from it. I can now 
tfliee it up as thy soldier, and fight against it in thy strength, 
^q^eeting tk^tory from thee, and to thy glory. O my God, 
sa'^e me fitom indwelling sin. Let me feel it my burden. 
9' jTify thy gmce in me, and by me, that being endued with 
,r^^ from 631 high, I may hold out resisting and conquering 
• *l;ll thou gii^ me everlasting victory.* 

if this, O my soul, be thy constant dependence, then the 
evoss^ wifl become light. Guilt makes it heavy : ^ curse in 
k mftes it intolerable : but if bv ^ith thou canst see guih 
ftttd- cQfse removed*, then it will be no hinderance to thee 
m thy heavenly walk, but will daily call forth into use and 
eKesciee fhose guacea which will help ^^ forward^ andes- 
peciaUy 

Ptttwme. Here is great need of patience-— a. continual waf 
•-Hittdwi^n thee~*thine own bosom, the seat of it — and Chine 
oiwii lusts carrying it on^ and maintaining it. The more 
smritual tho^ art^ the more wik theu feel this inward conflict. 
The more theu growest into Christ, the more will thy cor- 
ruption stir and move^-they will be thy continual plague, so 
that thou wih not be able to draw any comfort fitom what thou 
art in thyself. Here is exercise for patience. Erery where 
indwelling sin is present with thee ; upon every temptation 
peady wit^ its datteries to entice, and with its power to- break 
out into act ^^d deed. The opposing it is like cutting off a 
fight hand, and plucking out a right eye — ^as contrary to nature, 
and as painful. The hand and the eye cannot be destroyed 
twice ; but inbred lusts, oxercome a thousand times, are not in 
ike least discouaraged from warring against the soul. Like 
tke troubled sea, never at rest; they are always casting up 
some sinfol mire and dirt. What canst thou do' without faith 
in the Redeemer^ blood, without patience to wait for the Re- 
d«)emer's strength ? Every moment there is need of faith and 
patience; and every moment, if these graces be exercised, 
they will be improved. The bearing of the cross continually, 
and fighting under it on the side of God, will also be the means 
of teaching thee 

Tke true ^Htual mortifteation, which does not consist in 
sin nc^ being in thee, nor in its being put upon the cross daily, 
nor y«t in its being keyt upon it. There must be something 
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more i*^ establish perfect peace in thy ctNUfdettee ; sni thalig 
ti4 .^stimony of God concerning the body of sin. Me has 
provided for thy jjerfect deliyerance from it in Christ. Every 
thing needful for this purpose was finished hy him upon the 
cross. He was thy surety. He suflfered for thee. Thy sins 
were crucified with him, and nailed to his cross. They wexe 
put to death when he died : /or he was thy covenant-head, and 
thou, as a member of his body, was legally represented by him, 
and art indeed dead to sin by his dying to sin once. The law 
has now no more right to condemn thee, a believer, than it 
has to condemn him. Justice is bound to deal with thee 
as it has with thy risen and ascended Saviour. If thou 
dost not thus see thy complete mortification in him, sin 
will reign in thee. iNo sin can be crucified, eiUier in heart 
or life, unless it be first pardoned in conscience: becanse them 
will be want of faith to receive the strength of Jesus, by whom 
alone it can be crucified. If it be not mortified in its guilt, it 
cannot be subdued in its power. If the believer does not see 
his perfect deadness to sin in Jesus, he will open a wide door 
to unbelief: and if he be not persuaded of his completeness 
in Christ, he gives room for the attacks of self-righteous and 
legal tempers. If Christ be not all in all, self must still be 
looked upon as something great, and there will be food left for 
the pride of self-importance and self-sufficiency. So that he 
cannot grow into the death of Christ, in sensible experience, 
farther than he believes himself to be dead to sin in ChrisU- 
The more clearly and steadfastly he believes this, as the apoa- 
tle did — * I am crucified with Christ,' in proportion will he 
cleave to Christ, and receive from him greater power to crucify 
sin. This believing view of his absolute mortification in 
Christ is the truti gospel method of mortifying sin in our own 
persons. 

Examine then, my soul, the mistakes which thou hast 
made, and the temptation which thou art under, concerning 
this leading truth in thy walk. Pray to thy God for his wis- 
dom to guide thee. Without it thou wilt be afraid where no 
fear is. Thou wilt be inclined to think this doctrine rather 
encouraging to sin : because it seems, to carnal reason, to take 
off thy mind from watchfulness against it, and from praying 
for victory over it. But be assured this is a great error. If 
thou art not complete in Christ, thou never canst be complete. 
Seek for the death of sin where thou wilt, it is not to be found 
but in his death. Try to conquer it upon any other principle 
than faith in his death, the very attempt is sinful, and proves 
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:#we to be under the law. Unless thou arc one witk 
kim in his death, there can be no pardon of sia. snd conse- 
quently no victory over it. O fear not then to lay^ the whole 
weight of thy salvation upon Jesus. Depend oa him, as 
dying to sin for thee, and look at thyself dead to sin in him — 
as completely dead to it as he is. Eead the testimony of the 
Holy Spirit. Study the infinite, the everlasting sufficiency of 
his death for thine absolute freedom from guilt and condem- 
nation. Trust without wavering ; be not afraid to view the 
everlasting perfection of thy deliverance in Jesus, and this 
will weaken the tyranny and will crucify the power of sin. 
This will, and nothing else can. Read the sixth of the Ro- 
mans, and pray for the Spirit of revelation to open it to thee. 
There thou wilt discover the true way to mortify sin. It is 
by believing that thou art planted together with Christ in his 
death : from thence only thy pardon flows, from thence thy 
daily victory is received, and from thence thy eternal victory 
will be perfected. Fight on ; soon thou shalt be what Christ 
now is. The member shall be perfectly like the Head. O 
glorious prospect ! Thou shalt be with him, and like him — 
spotless and fair as Jesus, righteous and holy, happy in body 
and soul. Thou shalt see him as he is, and, awaking after 
his likeness, thou shalt be satisfied with it. Take up thy 
cross for the joy here set before thee. Bear it in faith, it 
will be light and easy to thy pardoned conscience : yea, the 
carrying of it in patience will bring forth many peaceable fruits 
of righteousness : amongst the rest there is one, which in the 
sight of God is of great price, and which is daily improved by 
the inward cross ; namely, 

Humilityy which consists in the right knowledge of our- 
selves, not only of what we have been, but also of what we 
now are. The best and holiest man upon the earth, has a 
corrupt fallen nature : he has flesh still, which is always lust- 
ing against the Spirit. While he is alive to God he feels it. 
He is sensible of the inward conflict. Dead men indeed feel 
nothing. A dead corpse has no sense of the worms which 
are eating it up. He that has these lusts in him, and warring 
against his soul, and yet does not feel them, cannot be spirit- 
ually alive. A natural man has no sense of them, because 
they are in him as worms in a dead body ; just so it is with 
the perfectionist. But so soon and so long, as he lives to God, 
* he will perceive them. If he be in happy communion with 
God, indwelling sin is present to interrupt the enjoyment. If 
he exercise any grace, this besetting sin tries to weaken its 
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actings. If it be set about any daty, k wiU Under b«n fr«i 
doing it so perfectly as God requires, and as be could wisk. 
Tbe abiding sense of tbese trutbs will keep down pride. The 
believer wiU see nothing of his own to trust in : no faith, at 
hope, or love, no faithfulness to grace, no holy obedience ; aU 
is stained or polluted. He is forced to cry out of his best 
duties— 4<nc/asfK, unclean. In this school the disciple learas tc 
walk humbly with his God. The moie he knows of hkaself, 
thjs more humble he becomes. And he grows in this neavoily 
mce, the more he is acquainted with the mercy of GtNl in 
lesiis. This, learned by divine teaehcng, keeps the beiioFer 
Ofieek and lowly in his own eyes. NoUiitg softens and nelts 
4he soul into holy tenderness like the sense of G<id*8 mercy. 
A man who feels the pkgtse of his own heart, is never Uiiiy 
humbled until he is pardoned. But when he is justified from 
all things in Christ, in him a partaker of allspiritaal bleseingis 
in earth and heaven; when he aees all his salvation of g^face, 
of free sovereign grace, flowing from the absolute favour of 
electing love, and bestowing upom him, as unworthy an objeet 
as ever did or ever can partake of it, then he becofnes truly 
broken-hearted. These truths, taught of God, bring every 
high thought into subjectioa to Christ Je»us. The s(ma1 bows 
before him, lies low at his feet, prostrataa itself before tbe 
throne of his grace, and desires to be kept willing to lake all 
ks blessings out of his hands, and io use them to his glory. 
This is gospel humility, the true abasement of spirit, with 
which a man, sensible that he is saved by meremeicy, loathes 
himself. And while the experience of iiMi welling saa humbles 
him down to the dust, it produces, through God's grace, the 
happiest effects ; for it keeps him ia his strong tower and 
sanctuary, in which alone he is 

Safe, It is ever reminding him of the need of the blood of 
sprink]lng^*^ver shewing him his want of a perfect righteous- 
ness-^and ever preaching to him the necessity of his being 
kept by ^e power of God. And while he hearkens to these 
lessons, trustinj^ to Jesus, he will stand fast, and be established. 
The arm of the Lord God Almighty will hold him up, and he 
shall be safe. While he lives U»is out of himself^ the sense 
of indwelling sin will lead him to his true 

HapptTKss. Which is all in the fulness of the God-man. 
He will enjoy the more of this, the less he finds in himself. 
When he cannot dmw comfort from any thing of his own, he 
will seek it more in God. W^hmi all the streams are dried 
up, he will get nearer to thu* fountaiii-hoad, and live more upon 
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ttne^ of *M Ihs mubIb. AjkL m ihie m#« wdwrflilg mb it 
liMilfe the tnfiftts ttf fionMttag Ibeir 

Oxliittm Thef sm thw c^tinital need ef Ghrkt Tfaer 
eaa do noting «irilhoift him <^ ktti» beliemg tkek o»enM8 wm 
kuA, ihay desice to toipvove k in experience. Bvery thuiig 
tkey do keepe tliem senMbie of their Bins «Ad wants, «iid 
skews them. the Beeessity ef iivingr by the faiik of the Sea of 
God. This is true humility* The more they ere humUedi 
the mote they Ireceive out ef the fulness oi Jesus : for he 
giveth flMre graoe-^fllore, «o produce neajret feUowship with 
him in his death, whereby ski wiU be li&ore dead« and in his 
res|inrectio«i, whereby ibe seid wiU be saore aUve to God. So 
that cIm hwrnbiest believer is <the nenrest ie God : «nd is the 
aalesit, hafqilest, and helieet of all the men upon ewrth ; be« 
eaNtse he has most feUowship with God. He dwells in God« 
and God in him. Meditate, O my soul, upon this use of the 
cnrosB. Is sin in thee ? Dost thou feel it, and art thou fight* 
«ttg agakisi it ? And does not this humUe ihee ? Art ti^il 
Ireely forgiTon all trespassee, indwelling sin among the rest ? 
Dost then know that thou art a saved sinner, a brand plucked 
out of heU? and does niit this humble thee? I see reason 
enough to be humbled, but I feel pride in me lusting again^ 
humiitty. O my ^ecious Jesus, humble me under thy mighty 
hand. To thee I look for ail my salvation. Lord, save me 
from |»ide. Thou hast made me willing to be taught of thee 
te be meek and iowly, and I come to ihee, praying that the 
disdple may be as his Master. O let me drink deep into thy 
w^nk jbn every day's warfare against my corruptions, enable 
flse to renounce myself that I inay find thou art carrying both 
taw and my cross. Keep me humbled at thy feet, that thou 
CMiyest exalt me in due time. I pray to thee, my precious 
Saviour, for this grace, to mine eternal humbling, and to thine 
eternal exaltation* In life and death, «nd for evermore, I hope 
to glory only in the Lord, and to triumph in the God of my 
salvation. 

Thus the believer learns to walk humbly under the inward 
i^oss. He is brought to trust all in the Saviour's hand. 
Daily he discovers nkore of the ruinsof the fall, which lead him to 
firesh discoveries of the perfect sdvation in Jesus. If he attend 
to what is passing in his own breast, he finds his need of a 
Saviour every moment, and for every thing : by which means 
he groivs in grace, and in the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus his Leard. He learns to put no confidence in the 
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whom •!! h?8 comforte and Tictories are reoeiTed. Tli«% 
wiiile Mlf is laid low, the Sanonr is enlted, and his perfeo* 
work is more depended on. The believer, W hope «iid lore, 
obtains more delightfal commnnion with hb God. Inavrdling 
sin is his cross; bat he bears it, loddng unto Jesus: from 
whom he receives strength to go on ; jea, to ron the race set 
before him. By ^aith he sees in lesos the corruption of his 
nature condemned and dead in law : he beholds himself fireed 
horn this, as w^ as frcMn his other sins. Guilt is the most 
galling part of this cross ; but when guilt is thus removed from 
the conscience, then the cross grows light. When taken up 
in faith, and carried in love to the almighty Saviour, then it 
does not stop the believer in his fellowship with lesus, or in 
his happy walk with him. Glory be to thee, my Lord, of this 
I have some experience. Yes, precioup Jesus, I know the 
infinite value of that sacrifice which put away sin. I bleas 
thee for that ofiering which perfects for ever. Interested in it, 
I would not distrust my completeness in thee. Through thy 
holy nature I expect to be renewed after thy likeness. The 
lountaia fat cleansing from the filth of sin stands open ; in it 
I daily wash my spotted soul. In thy divine righteousness I 
see the law and justice of the Father infinitely honoured by 
justifying me, and dealing with me as perfectly righteons. 
Complete in thee I am. In thy work finished upon earth I am 
perfect, and am represented as such by thee in heaven. I 
believe thou appearest there as my divine intercessor, bearing 
my name upon thy shoulders, and upon thy breast, with a 
glory beyond all the precious stones in the world. O my 
blessed Jesus, increase this faith. Lead me from faith to 
fiuth, that, while I am travelling heavenwards, mine eye and 
my heart may be more simply fixed upon thee. Come thou 
glorifier of the Saviour, and discover to me more of the sinful- 
ness of sin, and of my need of his salvation. Holy Spirit, 
teach me, in the deepest sense of indwellii^ sin, to trust 
wholly to the ofiering of the body of Jesus. lead me to his 
cross, there to see all my sins nailed, crucified with him, dead 
in his death, buried in his grave ; in this faith strengthen me 
mightily to resist and to conquer my corruptions. Enable me 
to experience the power of his cross, that I may feel sin weak* 
ened in the love and in the practice of it. Almighty Spirit* 
in my daily warfare I find no strength lesR than thine can 
make me conqueror ; and therein thou hast caused me to put 
my trust. Awake, awake ; put on strength, O arm of tlui 
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Lmrd ; awake as in die ancient days, in tke gmeraltons ef old. 

Art thou not it that cut the pride of mature to pieces, and 
wounded the old dragon ? O my God, magnify thine arm in 
subduing every sin. Thou seest my naked heart, and its 
sighings are not hid from thee. My corruptions are indeed 
my cross : and they would have been a sore burden, too heavy 
for me to bear, if the curse had not been taken out of them. 
J3ut stiJ, pardoned as they are, yet in this tabernacle I do 
groan, being burdened. I believe the day is coming when I 
shall have perfect and eternal freedom from sin and sorrow ; 
the first-fruits of this only make me long the more for the 
blessed harvest. But I desire to wait in hope, bearing my 
cross, till thy will be done. O Lord, make me willing to re« 
sist, give me power to overcome, indwelling sin, till the day 
of redemption and mortality be swallowed up of life. Hear 
me, my good God, and answer me, for thy name's sake, to 
the glory of Father, Son, and Spirit, the three in one Jehovah 
to whom my heart now bows in worship, and my soul hopes 
soon to join in the song of never-ceasing praise. Amen, and 
Amen. 



CHAP. XI. 

Vbe believer Aghta the good fight of faith, and goes forth conquering and to conquer. 

When the believer has been disciplined under the cross, 
and has learned to bear it with patience, the Captain of his 
salvation has other exercises for him. He has chosen to him 
a soldier, and he intends (o teach him to endure hardness. 
His life in Christ is one continual battle, not only against flesh 
and blood, but also against principalities and powers of earth 
and hell : he cannot discover their stratagems, nor overcome 
their assaults, but by being strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus. His warfare is therefore to be carried on entirely 
by faith. The principles before laid down must be brought 
into use. What the Spirit of God has discovered to him cf 
his salvation in Jesus is to be tried in every battle ; and if it 
be maintained, it will be improved. If he hold fast the confi- 
dence of his faith, he will behave like a good soldier. If he 
always takes up arms in absolute dependence on the divine 
General, to give him courage, to order him how to attack his 
enemies, to bestow strength upon him daily to resist tliem, 
then victory will be certain. Yea, he will be invincible while 
he stands strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might* 
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He wiM meilitKle mpm th« prteciples which f^ had hten 
ittKgkt of God, and will find peace in his own conscience, and 
joy in his heart, hy hrioging them into daily expeiience. His 
believing views of the warfare to which he i$ called will be 
such as these : 

I am, through sovereign grftce, called to fight under the 
banner of Jesus. He has not left me to fight as uncertainly, 
but he has conquered all mine enemies for me, and he has un- 
dertaken to conquer them all in me. It is true, I am weak ; 
b«it my Redeemer is strong; the Lord of hosts is his name. 
He has saved me from my sins, from the shame and pain of 
them, from the wicked one, and the wicked work!, from the 
curse of the law, and from the wrath of God. He has given 
me a divine righteousness for my justification, and in it I am 
accepted before the throne ; be has put it upon me for orna- 
ment and defence — ^it is a garment of salvation, which cannot 
be lost upon earth, and which will shine with never-fading 
beauty sn heaven. The Father is perfectly reconciled', and 
loves me with a love that passes knowledge. I believe it 
God is on my side : I need not fear what any enemy can do 
unto me. He has taken me into his protection. By his all- 
wise counsel I am guided : by his almighty ann I am defended. 
My battles are the Lord's. Indeed, mine enemies are many, 
and they are too cunning and too mighty for me. But why 
do they now fight agsiinst me ? Is it not because God is my 
firiend ? They hate me, because he loves me. While I lived 
in friendship with them, and was at war with God, they were 
always trying to make me happy : but ever since I fled to Jesus 
for refuge, and sought redemption in his blood, they have 
taken up arms against me; and they have raged more fu» 
riously since I was enabled to believe in him. But I have no 
reason to fear their opposition. With them is an arm of flesh, 
but with me is the Lord my God to help me, and to fight my 
battles^ I may therefore go to my daily warfare in faith, re- 
garding the commands, waiting for the fulfilling of the pro- 
mises of my God, and relying upon the provision which he 
has made for my present and for mine eternal victory. 

Aic :hy meditations, O my soul, like these upon the Chris- 
tian warfare ? Examine thyself. If thou art at peace with 
God, thou must expect war : it is unavoidable. If it be in Ay 
heart to please him, who hath chosen thee to be a soldier, then 
all the powers of wickedness will be in arms. Night and day, 
with never-ceasing rage, they will pursue thee. Deep-laid 
]^aa» will be formed, and fierce assaults will be mado 1^*8108 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t jy wm kapp^eM. tk^y wiTl be fetHemptiHgf, M Mhg ili^ ih<fu 
•jft in ^ Worid, by sottte cutming or force, to dfaw thee Ififom 
thy God. Thy life, from henceforth, is to be one continued 
battle. I'hy trictory depends every mdment upon holding fast 
thy con^ence m God : and therefore thott must bring the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ into exercise. l%ou hastt 
seen h<m necessary they aire for every step of thy tralk, and 
thou wilt find them equally necessarj; for every part of thy 
Watfii^e* I'his is a leading truth : thine enemies are God's 
enemkhs. Oiice thoti didst join tnth them and wast on their 
aide fighting against God ; but he has saved thee from the 
gtlilt ^ thy ^beltion. In free love he chose th^ in his Soh, 
and in fik)vereign ftiercy g^vfe hiifh for thee. The Son rejoiced 
to i4f his Father's wilt for thv salvation : he did it in his life ; 
he su^red it in his death. The ever-gloriouS work is finished ; 
and it k given thee ott the behalf of Christ to believe. The 
Lord the Spirit ha:s satisfied thy conscience, and has com- 
forted thy heart with the knowledge of this perfect salvation. 
The Father is thy father in Jesus — ^thine by his own firee gift 
T-thine by his own unchangeable purpose — fend now thine by 
thy free choice. He has made thee willing in the day of hia 
power to take him for thy God. He is perfectly reconciled 
unto thee in his Son : and shoald not this perfectly reconcfle 
thee te him? His teve to thee is wonderful in all its propef- 
tiei, in its rise and origin, and its free and full communication 
<rf every covenant blessing. And does not the belief of thfs 
engage thy heart in love to God ? Dost thou not love him 
for his love to thee, and is it not thy daily prayer that thy love 
may abound yet more and more ? Has not the sense of this 
peace and loVe been improved in thy daily walk with him ? 
Mast thou not found the truth, and enjoyed the comfort, of 
these graces in thine experience ? O fear not then since God 
id on thy side— ^4r not, O my soul, to go to war with any 
enkemy, who would rob thee of the peace of God in thy con- 
science, et of the loire of God in thy heart. This is the desigti 
df all those who fight against thee. They wartt to shake thy 
tfonfidence in God, tend so to draW thee from him. Th^y 
icnow they cannot succeed white thou standesft strong in the 
liOrd, truirting to his being thy reconciled God and loving Fit- 
ther. O ko«p this trust in him, as the apple of thine ey^-^ 
\3ini it continually to thy heart in love — and fight for it as for 
fhy precious life. Be assured nd enemies cafi prevail against 
thee, until they have first overcome thy faith : because while 
^pn twOtesft God thy l^ftige trna Strenjth, Ms iditxighty arm 
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will be Jiy defence. ' Be not afinud,*^ says he, ' I am «riik 

thee, and I will keep thee by my power, Uirough faith, unto 
salvation.' 

In this wardeiie, it is the chief business of the believer to 
have respect to the orders given him. He is entirely to de- 
pend on the Captain of his salvation. What has he said, 
O my soul, to encourage thee to go to battle without fear \ 
Mind his description — ^it is the good fight of faith in which 
thou art engaged. By faith thou art to attack thy foes ; by 
fiuth alone uou canst conquer them ; and faith must have his 

CafnmandSf or else it can have no lawful warrant to fight, 
and no just ground to expect victory. Indeed, if he had spo- 
ken nothing there could have been no faith ; far his word 
comes first — ^it is spoken — it is heard — and then faith comes 
by hearing. Look well then to his word. Study it carefully. 
If thou obey it aright, thou art absolutely safe in the hottest 
battle ; and thy victory is as certain as if the crown was already 
upon thy head. These are his standing orders: 'Fear thou 
not, for I am with thee ; be not afraid, for I am thy God : I 
will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteousness. Behold al) 
they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and con- 
founded ; they shall be as nothing, and they that strive with 
thee shall perish. Thou shalt seek them, and shall not find 
them, even them that contended with thee: they that war 
against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought : for 
the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee 
—Fear noti I will help thee* Fear not, thou worm Jacob, 
and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the Lord, and 
thy Kedeemer, the Holy One of Israel.' Are these indeed the 
words of Qod? Does he command poor worms, weak and 
defenceless, to go to war without fear ? Does he encourage 
them to look up to his arm, promising to be on their side ? 
. Ye3, the Lord pf hosts fights lor them. All their enemies are 
his, and therefore they may safely trust, and not be afraid. O 
my soul, read carefully, read again and again, mark and in- 
wardly digest every word of this djvine command ; and in 
obedience to it ej^pect his help. Face thine enemies, whoever 
thev be, with holy boldness : for God is with thee. He has 
undertaken to fight thy battles. Look at this scripture. Canst 
thou meditate on it, and yet be afraid ? Of whqm, or of what ? 
vile unbelieving fear ! beg of God to save thee from it. 
Honour the Captain of thy salvation. Trust him. Douhl 
jioi but thou art as safe, obeying his orders; and expecting hip 
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belpr as almighty pow^r can make the^. Obeorve the cou« 

rage of one of thy fellowosoldiers. Observe his victory: 
' when I cry unto thee, then shall min^ enemies be turned 
bade : this I know, for God is on my side. In God will I 
praise his word ; in the Lord will I praise vhis word : in GimI 
1 have put my trust, I will not be afraid what man can do 
unto me.' The enemies of David came to swallow him up» 
but he encouraged himself in the Lord his God. He at- 
tended to his orders. He considered the word which was 
spoken to him, he depended upon it, and had reason to pnuae 
God for his faithfulness : for God fulfilled it unto him. There 
was in it a 

Promise^ as well as a command — Do this — and I will be 
with thee. The promise is always made good to them who 
keep the command in faith. The one is our divine wanrant 
to hght, the other is our encouragement to fight in certaia 
hopes of victory. Attend, my soul, to the prc»nise, and fear 
not the accomplishment of it : ' In righteousness shalt thou be 
established ; thou shalt be far from oppression, for thou shalt 
not fear, and from terror, for it shall not come near thee. Be* 
hold, they shall surely gather together, but not bv me : whoso* 
aver shall gather together against thee, shall fall for thy sake, 
iiehold I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in the 
fire, and that bringeth forth an instrument for his work, and I 
have created the waster to destroy. No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper, and every tongue that shall rise in 
judgment against thee thou shalt condemn. This is the he* 
ritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is 
of me, saith the Lord.' Thou art here forewarned of thine 
enemies : they shall gather against thee. But the Lord is not 
with them. He is thy defender and mighty deliverer, and he 
will bring all opposition to nought for thy sake. However 
numerous their hosts may be, yet they shall fall. Whatever 
weapons of yrar they may form, yet none of them shall prosper. 
I'^is is *Jie certain heritage of all believers. Their righteous- 
ness and their strength is of me, saith the Lord — ^I will fight 
th^ir battles, and I will never leave them nor forsake them : I 
will make them daily conquerors: and behold the days come, 
saith the Lord, that I will perform that good thing which I have 
promised them, I wiU make them more than conquerors. 

Is this, my soul, the infallible word of promise ? Has 
the Lord of hosts undertaken to stand by his people ? Has 
be engaged to lead them out to war by his wisdom, to defend 
iA^ 'U in battle by his power, and to give them eternal victory 
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U> the praise of kis own gtsce? O wbAt ibetites aM tliete H 
strengthen thy heart and thy hands. What hast thou reasod 
to fear, since the Almighty is on thy side ? The hattle is his. 
If hosts of enemies oppose, yet following his orders, and trust- 
ing to his strength, thy victory is infallibly sure : for then thou 
'^It fight against them strong in the Lord, and in the power of 
Jus might, and thou wilt be inrincible 

In the whole armoftir of God. This armour is the provi- 
«fon which God has made for the safety of his soldiers. He 
|Nits it on them, and he keeps it on them. It is a whole 
aormour, a complete defence from head to foot. In great mercy, 
their God, who provided it, has revealed to them the use of 
vtery part. In the sixth of the Ephesians, the apostle has 
4e8cribed it at large. He supposes them to be acquainted with 
the Christian doctrines, and to have walked in the comfort ot 
chem, and he calls upon them to bring them into practice in 
th^r daily warfare : * It only remains, my brethren, (says he,) 
^at ye he ittrong m the Lord,' — for no strength less than his 
4san kee^ you — ^ and in the might of what he is able to do' — 
"by faith relying upon his promise, and trusting to his power — 
* putting on the yvhole armour of God :' that, being strength- 
Mod mightily by the Spirit in the inner man, ye may be pre- 
served depeiuient upon the Lord, and enaUed to engage in his 
strength, and to conquer to his glory. Unless you thus rely 
npon his word and arm, you will not be Me to stand against 
the wiles of the devil : for we wtestle not only against flesh 
-mad Uood, but also against principalities, against powers, 
•gainst the rulers of the darkness of this w<Hrld, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places : therefore take unto you the whole 
«rmour of God, that ye may be enabled to withstand in the 
evil day, against the combined legions of earth and hell, and 
MAer ye have done all to stand conquerors in the field of bat- 
tie, when your enemies are driven out of it. Stand, there- 
iiue, having your loins girt about with truth : this is the first 
grace in use — 

Sainng knmsUdge, which the Holy Spirit teaches. He 
guides l^lievers into all truth necessary for their salvation. 
As the military girdle went round the loins, and bound all the 
armour together, so the knowledge of the truth, as it is in 
Jesus, binds together all the graces. It is of the essence ef 
«very one of them — ^it is light in the understanding to dis- 
cover what they are> that they may be received into ^ 
heart in love, and 'that in obeying the truth, their influence 
fluty oponrte upon tae life and conversation. Wheb a man is 
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lamiMLf^ wt Uod, tiieii he s^es Uti med «f tke breftstHfdMfe 

^ righteousness, and he pats it cm ; namely, the 

Imputed righteautnest of the God-maB. The brea8to|>late 
was armour for the vital parts — ^so is the righteousness of 
Christ-^t ts a perfect protection from every stroke of every 
enemy. He that wears it upem his heart, believing in the life 
and death of Immanuel, has armour proof against all weapons. 
If the strength of his adversaries could be collected into one 
arm, which was to strike one mighty blow, his breast-plate 
woald ward it off. The armour of God could not be hurt. 
The soldier with it on cannot perish, but shall have everktst* 
ing life. Therefore, coveiied with this invincible breast-plate, 
he may fftce the stoutest foes, and attack them without fear« 
He may march on undaunted, ' having his feet i^tod witR the 
preparation of the gospel of peace.' 

Paiee with God, thfough Je^s Christ, is anoUier grace of 
the Spirit, which mightily strengthens the inner man. Who- 
ever sees the truth of the gospei, and believes it, will discover 
€k>d to be at peace with him, perfectly reconciled to him in 
Jcfifus. and who, out of his fatherly k>ve, will overrule all 
4;hings for lyn good, in the sense of this he may go on with 
holy boldness as the soMi^ did with his greaves on. When 
his feet and legs were armed with them, he was not affaid of 
thorns or briars, of rough roads or sharp spikes. In like man* 
ner, the peace, which the gospel brings, carries the Christian 
soldier feariess through difficulties. He will march on con- 
quering, if he keep on his greaves. If he maintain peace with 
God tioough Jesus Christ, he will not be stopped by war, or 
trouble, or temptation. But he must remember, that to every 
piece of armour faith is essen^lly necessary — ^the girdle is 
good for nothmg without the belief of tke trutb--4he breast 
pkxte is no defence without fsdth in the righteousness of God 
our Saviour — d*e greaves are no more than if the feet were 
covered with a bit of thin gauze, unless faith may be mixed 
with the gospel : ' Therefore to all these take the shield of 
faith, wherewith we shall be abk to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked one.' What exceiknt things are heve 
jipoken of. 

Fisith, as a grace of the Holy Spirit ! When they used to 
fight wi<^ bows and arrows, the soldier could hold up his 
shield and keep himself safe : so the Christian soldier, if the 
fiery darts of Sittan fly thick about him, by £uth will queneh 
them ali. He has muck combustible wiwn him, and one 
apM^ would set him in a flame if Iw hasd n«c his shiekl : hm 
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«inied with it, and opfosing it to the Arrows of the widced < 

he may lift up hia head with joy : ' For he has the hehnet of 
salvation* upon it. The grace here meant is 

Hope, and it is fitly compared to a helmet, which was armour 
for the head, and a defence for all the senses which are seated 
in th^ head. It is called the helmet of salmttion, because it 
always saves. It never can be destroyed. None of the senses 
of the spiritual man can perish in this warfare, and therefore 
it is a hope that maketh not ashamed. Hope, with its helmet 
on, fears no blows. I can truly say, I am commanded to be 
strong and of good courage, not to be afraid or dismayed ; for 
the Lord my God is with me, whithersoever I go. Trusting 
to this command, hope is in wars and fightings full of glory 
and immortality. The Lord's orders to march forward are the 
ground of hope ; and this supplies him with a weapon whidb 
none of his -enemies can withstand, even the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the 

* Word of God,^ The Scripture is called a sword — (an 
ofiensive weapon — and it is the only one which a Christian 
soldier has — all the rest being for his defence) because it is 
mighty, through the Spirit working by it to cut off all op- 
posers. Our Lord, in combat with the old serpent, defeated 
bim with his sword. And the noble army of his followers, 
now crowned in glory, overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and * by the word of their testimony* — ^they held fast 
their confidence in the word, and vnth it, as with a two- 
edged sword, they slew the old dragon, and gained eternal 
victory over him. Fight against him, O my soul, with the 
same weapon. Keep the sword in thy hand. Thou wilt 
stand in need of it every moment against that subtle foe. The 
word is the means of overcoming the devil, and it is mighty, 
through God, when heard and read in faith, and inwardly 
digested by prayer. The best soldier in the Lord's array 
is best acquainted with the necessity of prayer : he not only 
believes what God says of his armour, but he also depends 
upon him for the daily experience of it : and therefore when 
he has put his armour on, in the 

Prayer of faith, he calls upon the Captain of his salvation 
for orders, courage, strength, victory, and every thing needful : 
* Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perseverance.' O my God, 
teach me thus to pray. I would depend on thee, and express 
my dependance without ceasing ; for I am sensible that with- 
wu thee I can do nothing. Although thou hast chosen m«to 
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be sr «aMiar, yet I haTe neither counsel nor strengA for war. 
My iboliflk heert loves ease : it would have the crown, but h 
would be excused striving lawfully for it. I find nothing in 
myself that disposes roe to endure the hardship of the Chris- 
tian wuriare. My whide trust, therefore, is in thee, Jesus, my 
Lord and my Ood. Thou hast called me to the bittle, thou must 
fit me for it, keep me in it, and make me conqueror. All is of 
thee. The whc^e armour of God, which I have received, the 
saving knowledge, the righteousness and the peace, that pre* 
eious faith and glorious hope, that sure word, wherein thou 
hast caused me to put my trust — these are the gifts of thy 
grace, and on thee, my Jesus, I entirely depend for the right 
use of them. Thou must still cover my bead in the Av^ of 
Battle. Mine eyes are lifted up to thee, my hopes centre in 
thee, from whom alone cometh all my salvation. O Lord of 
hosts, keep me in this simple dependance upon thy word and 
arm, that I may exercise thy graces in fighting thy battles : 
and if thou art pleased to give me daily victory, I may be wil* 
ling to return thee all thy glory. O faithful promise-keeping 
God, stand by me, and enable me to hold out, till I finish my 
eourse with joy, and my warfare being ended, I may bless thee 
for evermore for that peace which passeth all understanding. 
O grant me this for thy mercies' sake. Amen. 

If this be thy dependance, if thou art standing in the Lord^s 
strength, and trusting entirely to his armour, then consider, O 
my soul, thy safety in every battle. If thou go to war, calling 
upon thy God to m with thee and to give thee victory, then 
victory is certain. Thou canst not be conquered, if thou fight 
m faiUi, relying upon the orders of thy general, expecting his 
fffomised help, and waiting for it in prayer, trusting to the 
armour which he has put upon thee. Is this then thy defence ? 
Dost thou pray always — ^begin the good fight— carry it on — 
and end it with the prayer of faith ? Blessed be his holy name, 
since this is, in some measure, thy case, go on in his strength, 
and fear not to fight his battles, who hath chosen thee to be a 
soldier. Be of good coumge, and he shall strengthen thy 
heart. The more ' ;'d chou art in thy faith, the stronger 
shah thou be in thy '^a^-fare : for whatever thou hast courage 
to do at his command, thou shah perform in his strength. And 
why should a doubt arise ? Hast thou forgotten that the great 
decisive battle has been fought and won ? Immanuel stood 
up the great champion for his people. The almighty warrior 
entered the ists with their enemies, and he conquered all 
their hosts He triumphed over Satan and the world, over 
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na and dMk ; and h« led oaptMty eap^ fienMikM^ hi 
calls upon thee to skare in Ids victeiy, by iuth 4e tportate 
with biin of the spoils, and to ke^ the Tan^toahed enetnsea 
daily under thy feet. He has made then Im footstool^ atod he 
will make them thme. This is thy wnrfi^e. And what hast 
thou to ftnur m it ? What hurt ean a dead man do thfle? If 
he has a gam ehaiged in hia hteid, he cannot fire it. He is 
not ahle to stir a finger. No more able is any adversary to 
deatroy thee. Whilst thou art trusting to the complete vieti»y 
of Jesus, thou wilt daily share with him in it. And the moie 
aifliple thy trust is in him^ the greater eonqneet will he give 
thee, because he will then receive from thee girealar glory* 
How should this consideration inspire thee t<rith eoiurage — it 
is for his glory that thou shookist conquer. Thy Ood com- 
mands thee to fight on his side, promises to aeaiBt thee, has 
]^rovided intineihle armonr, and has, in his own peroon, en^ 
gaged and defeated every en^niy against whom thou art to 
fight; and there6Nre he Requires thee, in di>edieBe« to his 
orderf^s depending up<m his promises and armour, to bring hira 
gh>ry, by eottquecing in his strength. O my soul, haet tbaa 
iftot a aeid to promote the homour ef thy Saviour I Is not his 
lame sod renown very near thy heart ? Dost thou not ^nk 
it a privilege to be any ways instrumental in exalting hiss great 
name ! Yes, Lord, thou hast made me willing to glorify thee. 
Thou art my lawful king, and I desire to honeur thee by fol- 
lowing thine orders, fighting thy battles, and relying «ntirefy 
upoa thy promises. I would not question thv faithfulneas to 
them, nor fear any enemy t^inst whom thou hast oommonded 
tike to fight. I would not doubt of thy strength to carry me 
throij^ the battle, or to give me the prmnised victory, b tlus 
faith I conduct my Warfare, and I would have all my sueeess 
to bring fresh glory to thee. I know that the courage which 
I have in the field of battle is not from nature, but from 
gfrace. It arises fmm the belief that I am armed with the 
whole armour of God, and that the enemies, against whom 
I fight,, are his as well as mine — his — ^whom li^ conqu^ed 
for me — and is now eonqu^ng in me— and all to his own 
praise. From hence. Lord, arises my sure and certain hope 
oi victory. I ground it wn thy word. I fight in faith. 1 
trust to thy complete victory, and now am sharing in it. 
My daily victories are only the fruit and efifect of thine. 
my almighty Jesus, give me grace to ascribe all the glory 
to thee. It is thy due. Make me willing to give it thee 
Hmt the victories obtained for me, mid in me. O keep oie 
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food ight, and m/«b tlie firize. Crranfc me ^hU, hbsaeed King 
flf Stents, to thine eternal honour and gicry. Ameii. 



CHAP. Xf L 



Tb* Mliever maiebM^ii, fifbting the food figtat of faith, wad 4«ily gains victotgr otci 
the worlfl. 

Ti» wodd fiiigiii^ea the iriiibte iframe of sature ; not the 
«atrth oafly, but also the presMit coi»ititutimi d* the UDiT^rae, 
of animate and inanimate beings : all which were created godd 
aft #hst, ^sm through the sin of i»an, and the jnel aentenee of 
wf Ood, at« now object to vanky. 

The wovld has becoane a great eneafiy to M^etk man : becauae 
It ia ^kw&f9 Resenting tomething to his senses which is a 
lemptatMm to sin. It keeps him from Ood by its flatteriae, 
promising to make him happy in its enjoyments, it sets them 
before him. He looks and loves. He gives his heart a willing 
^ateiifice to the world, axid araHfers himself to be eatir^y inin- 
enced by tts hopes and featfiL 

Whik man was vnnocent, every object raised in him eeme 
spiritaal idea, and thereby led him to contemplate and adera 
the great Creator in his works ; but upon the fall he k»t thia 
ase of natural objects : they did not, as they struck u)mi Ihb 
senses, excite e<»res^ndent ideas in the mind ; because the 
man was idienated from the liie of God, through the igneranee 
that ivas in him. His understanding was in darkness: he 
could not see the things of the Spirit of God : neither conid 
he know them, for iraiit of spiritiud dtsc^nment. Beii^ thm 
d«^ited of 1^ image and likeness of God in knowledge, 
haTtng no will but the will of the iesh, and his heart being at 
enmity whh God, he sinks into coannunion with the creature. 
His very mind is carnal. His affections are earthly. His 
pursuits are after tempei^l ^ings. His enjoyments are in the 
delights of sense. In this state he lives a mere animal li£», 
tvithout God, in the world. 

Indeedj he has within him an immortal soul, but it is apes- 
tate. It is fkllen from God, and has no more eemm«iniein with 
him by nature than the devil has. The law Yims condemned 
it to death— the soul that sinneth it shall die-^-and it is 
already ^»ritually dead to God, being as incapable of quidfi- 
«Bing iisef f as a dead cinpse is. Tix^^te it eannet attain «f 
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iteelf any tnxe knowledge of GM. or fawe any reel feUowduf 
wiih the things of God. While iailen nun is in this state, 
his earthly and sensual appetites take the lead ; and all the 
I ghi in his mind, and the desires of his heart, only dispose 
him to seek for their present gratification. Outward objects 
offer themselves to him ; they make an impression upon his 
senses, and sometimes act upon them very forcibly, soliciting 
and enticing to the enjoyment of some fancied good ; and so 
long as he continues en unregenerate man, these temptations 
prevail, and keep hmi from God. He does not see God in 
•outward objects. He does not love God for them. He does 
not enjoy them to the glory of God. God is not in all his 
thoughts. 

Man has been called a microcosm. He is so wonderfully 
made, that the whole creation comes under tho observation of 
some of his senses. His eye, by means of light, can dis- 
cover the form and surface of all objects. The ear takes in 
.all sounds. The nose perceives all vapours and smells. The 
palate tastes all sorts of fluids. All sorts of solids come 
under the sense of feeling, which is in every part of the 
body, for the benefit and preservation of the whole. Thus 
every object in the universe is fitted to act upon some of the 
-senses, and was intended by the Creator to excite some 
spiritual idea. But this use was lost by the fall. The im- 
pression made by outward objects does not raise up the mind 
to Grod, and excite adoration and praise ; but keeps the heart 
•firom him, and afibrds a continual temptation to live to the 
world, and to the things of it. Whatever is presented to 
the eye, to the ear, &c. can stir up and bring forth evil. 
And actually does, according to the Scripture : ^r ' the 
whole world* — as fitllen from God — ' lieth in wickedness' — 
and is at enmity with him ; and therefore believers are com- 
manded : * Love ye not the world, neither the things that are 
in the world ; if any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him : for all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father, but is of the world.' Mind, all that is in the 
world is the means of feeding some \\aS'.: for which reason 
the apostle calls it ' this present evil world' — evil because of 
sin, and because of its temptations to keep the heart in love 
with it, and to shut out the love of the FaUier. 

How awfully solemn are these scriptures ! What strict ex- 
amination, O my soul, should they put thee upon ! Search 
.and tiy thyself by them, and see whether thou art saved from 
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the love of the (V9?id. It is a Uessed rait of rMoupoon, Mid- 
it IS one of the brightest jewels in the Redeemer's crown. 
How infinitely glorio«^^ :: this character: * Jesus Christ gave 
himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present 
evil world.' This deliverance is worthy of God. We had 
sinned by loving this present evil world, and he came to save 
as from our sins. It ruled over our hearts and lives, and kept 
us under its tyranny, and he came to deliver us from the love 
and from the power of it. Thrice happy are they for whom 
he thus gave himself. O my soul, read and study the ever- 
lasting honours of this great victory, and see whether thou art 
mdeed a partaker of them. Jehovah was made flesh for his 
;ieople, and, as their divine surety, came to conquer their eae- 
mies, the world among the rest. He was in their nature, to 
enter into open war with it, and to overcome every temptation 
by which it had drawn Adam or any of his descendants from 
God. Thus he was to conquer the .world for them : and 
then by his Spirit he was io conquer it in them. He began 
the battle with his first breath, and every moment of his life 
he was victorious. The world has its snares for every age 
and state, but he fell into none of them. His hands were 
clean ; his heart was pure : he never lifted up his soul to 
vanity ; he was in his infancy the holy child Jesus ; and he 
grew in wisdom and stature. When he was twelve years old 
he was wiser than his teachers ; for he sat in the midst of the 
dcctors, both hearing them and asking them questions : and 
all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and 
answers. His delight was in the law of the Lord, and in this 
law did he meditate day and night — he saw things as they are 
there described in their true nature. The world could not 
impose upon him. He lived above its offers of good. And 
he feared not the worst of its threatened evils. When he 
began his ministry he fought a pitched battle, and became an 
eternal conqueror : the prince of this world was permitted to 
try every object by which the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, or the pride of life, had seduced mankind. They were 
presented to Christ in their richest dress. The beauty, the 
pleasure, the honour, and riches of the world were set before 
him in all their glory. But they made no impression. They 
did not darken his understanding- nor influence his heart, nor 
provoke any sensual appetite. He rejected every pleasing 
ofler; he withstood every flattering allurement. Thus he 
conquered the world, but not for himself. His victory over 
pU his temptations was for his people. He accounted theii 
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^fMfiiiM Mff. H« f)Migh« ^leir bettles. Re eonquera^, t» » 
king: fbr hn subjects ; and he gires tfiem to sha^e with him i» 
his triHmpii, when they helieve in him ; for Ihns he eneooragee 
them : * These things haT« I spoken nnto yon, that in me ye 
might have peace : in the wofld ye shall hare tribulation ; Imt 
be of good courage, / have overcome the world.* The world 
is your enemy. It had you in bondage, and you could nof 
firec yonrseives ; therefore I came in your nature, God mani- 
fest m the flesh, to conquer it for you ; and I have obtained a 
perfect conquest. When I have proclaimed it to your con- 
sciences, and pardoned your idolatrous attachment to the world 
—when in me ye have found peace, yet still the worid will be 
your enemy. Because I have chosen you out of it, therefore 
It will hate you. My pence will occasion and increase your 
tribulation in it. But fear not. Remember it is a vanquished 
!»e. Attack it in my strength, as partakers of my victory. 
Fight against it, and treat it as under my feet, and made my 
fe^-stool. Whenever it tempts you, depend absolutely upon 
my conquest, and you will find my grace almighty, to crucify 
^ worm to you, and you to it. 

How animating are these words ! with what courage should 
they inspire the Christian soldier ! Although the world be 
his enemy, yet it cannot conquer him, and rob him of his 
erown. Tlie main battle has been fought, the victory is gained, 
and the conqueror is already crowned in the name and person 
of all the redeemed. By faith he gives them their share in 
his victory, as it is written : ' Whatsoever is bom of God, 
overcometh the world ; and this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our fiiith.* Every person who is born again 
by the Spirit has a new nature, spiritual and heavenly, and 
has new senses to exercise about spiritual things. His re- 
newed fhculties were formed for heavenly things, as his bodily 
senses are for material. By faith he sees a better vorld than 
this, and surveys its beauties and glories. He ha'- ears to 
hear the joyful sound of gospel grace, and to receive it When 
that name, which is dear and precious above every nime, is 
preached, it is to him an ointment poured forth • the sweet* 
smeUing savour refreshes his heart, and exhilarates his spirits, 
Hien he tastes that the Lord is gracious — foretastes his hea- 
venly love, and as truly lays hold of and enjoys its spiritual 
blessings as he ever did of any thing material. He is created 
anew in Christ Jesus, not only that he may know these things, 
but may also partake of them — as truly now by faith as he 
ever will bv sense ; and the more he knows, and the more he 
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pipMdreii ol Amb, tiw iftote wil h^ \m Miverei ft^Mft tilts pr<v 
amt evil world : for ' this is the vieloiry that ervercometh the 
w«ald, ewn our faa^.' By ikith we see the mtory of Christ, 
and rest upon it, and the raore safely we pat our trust and con- 
fidbnce in it, the more A^Uowship we shall hare with him in 
Its i^uitSH-rmore wisdmn to see tJto yaaiity of the world as he 
saw iw^mcNre giace to deH'T«F us from the love of it — and 
iB0^ strength to subibM' ila ten^tations. These are some of 
the happy effects of hi^ conquests, which he left us to enjoy 
heiei as pbdges of om beikig one diay whet he now is. He is 
m^e thm conqueror ; so shall we be, through him that loreth 
ws* Aaour fiuth' increases, we shall share more with him, 
^ed tiiumph more over the smiles and the frowns of the world, 
^aee this is the only wky to conquer the world, art thou 

my^oul, conquering it in this way, and hast thou faith ir 
tihe rictoyy of Jesus ? Dost thou depend on him for the pttf 
d^oa of thy Cdvmer love of the world, and the crucifying tht 
llwre of il in thy heart? Art thonreiyiiig upon his victorious 
graee to make thee & daily conqueror over all its temptations f 
Examine thy warfare, and see whether it he carried on accord- 
ing to the scripture rule, and witili the promised success* 
l4O0k at some of the Lord's champions. Survey the triumphs 
of Moses, and remember the LoikI'^s hand is not shortened — 
'Bv fi»tk Moses, when he was oomi^ to years, refVised to be 
called the son of Pharoah's da^liter ; choosing rather to suffi^r 
action with the people of God, that to enjoy the pleasures 

01 sin for a season, esteemk^ the reproach of Christ greater 
lidiies than the treasures of Egypt : for he had respect onta 
tke ree^npense of the reward.' How greti* was this faith ! 
How glfflaeufl its victories! It was a dime grace, and exer- 
ctaed by a (Mvine operation — ^mighty throi>gh God. By it 
Moses saw the reality of heavenly things ; by it he tasted 
fiheiz aweetiiess, enjoyed their blessedness, and had a hope 
ftkU of glofiy and immortality. The world made him its 
highest offers, but he rejected them. His eye was kept single, 
hia heart chaste towards his God* The honour of Pharoah's 
alliance he despised. He preferred affliction with the people 
ol God to the pleasures of sin. He embraced reproach, when 
it eame on him for foUoiwing Christy and he esteemed it be- 
yond aM the treasures of £gypt. He saw the vanity and 
emplaftews of earthly enjoyments, and he trampled upon them, 
having respect luito the recompense of the reward. Thus he 
was eruckied to the world. What an exa. ted character! There 
lanvaw^heeointhoieooids of pioflm6^hist<»ry; b«it thank 
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Qod, dm« are jmat nttm^n in saorad, wko Miow the stepa* 
of his &ith. Every soldier of Christ Jesus is calkd Ui war 
against the world, and every good soldier is a daily conquerot 
The world is always present, and has *is temptations ready to 
slop him, but he meets them strong m the Lord, and in the 
power of his might, trusting to the whole armour of God. 
Then victory is certain. And in order that the T^ord may have 
all the glory, he will keep h:m fighting and praying in this 
manner : 

This vorid is not my portion. My happiness does not con* 
sist in loving and enjoying the things of it. It is an evil world 
— it lieth in wickedness. Satan has his seat and throne in it 
— and it is condemned to fire. Thank God, mine eyes ara-' 
open to see a better world than this; and I am travelling t^ iff^ 
I believe it was the purpose and will of the eternal Three to 
choose me to be an heir of the world to come. Ohofry be to 
the Father for his free choice, and for all the blessings of his 
love. Glory be to the co-equal Son, for Ws complete and 
everlastingly-perfect salvation. Glory be uy the eternal Spirit, 
to whom I am indebted for what I believe of the Son's salva- 
tion, and for what I have experienced of the Father's love. On 
thee, God the Holy Ghost, I place my dependence for car- 
rying on the work which thou- hast begun. 1 would be guided 
by thy counsel every step of my.waik, and strengthened by 
thee for every part of my warfare; Keep me in the right way, 
and make nie conqueror over all the enemies who would stop 
me in it, or turn me out o( it ; especially deliver me from this 
present evil world. While I am going through it to a better, 
preserve my heart from the love of it. O rav God, give roe a 
stranger's temper, and a pilgrim's frame. Let me live a so- 
journer here below, that the good things I meet with on my 
journey may not tempt me to make this my rest, and the evil 
things I meet with may not lead me to fret and murmur, as if 
God was not my Father, and his heaven my home. O thoa 
Divine teacher, shew me daily the glory of my Saviour's vic- 
tory over the world, that I may share with him in it ; and ena- 
ble me to go forth conquering and to conquer, in his strength 
and to his praise. Help me to look upon the world and to 
treat it as he did. that, feeling the emptiness of its offered hap- 
piness, I may with a single heart cleave to my Father in Jesus, 
and may be saved from tl^^ spirit of the world. Keep me 
waiting for my appointed time, sitting quite loose and free to 
the things about me — and let heavenly and eternal things be 
always present to my (1^41)^, io their reality and blessednces 
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'I may gfovr kihore alive to them, and ni<yre dead to every 

i else. Preserve my heart, O my gracious God, that I 

^ simple with thee when I am in my worldly business. 

^ e to cast all my cares and burdens on thee, believing 

^ 'for me. O daily crucify the world to me, and me 

^ ^n its offers stand in competition with thy love, I 

^ ^e to reject them. In this holy war carry me 

^ ^ '«n who hath called me to be a soldier. Grant 

V^, ' stdce. Amen and Amen. 

, A , 

CHAP. xra. 

marchei on rMritdag and overaoninff Ibe wilfs and iMMilli of fhi 

tempter. 

Satan ia a continual adversary. He rebelled against the 
sovereign will of the Most High in heaven, and was cast ottt. 
I Aa soon as man was formed, he b^an to tempt him to rebel 

against God, emd he succeeded. Ever sifioe the revelation 
was made of the Divine purpose to redeem sinners, he has set 
himself up against it, and with impotent rage opposed it. He 
is always trying to hinder sinners from coming to the Saviour ; 
and when they are come to him, to hinder them from living by 
&ith upon his fulness. On the side of Satan are principah- 
ties and powers, combined armies and united le^^ons of apos- 
tate apirits--*formidabie to man for their number— more so for 
their subtlety and cunning : they have stratagems and wiles, 
depths of skill to deceive— in which they are so successful 
that they have deceived the whole world* Their courage is 
desperate. They fear nothing : for they were mad enough to 
take up arms against the Almighty. No wonder then thai 
they should be unwearied in their attacks agaiast man. They 
are always upon the watch — ready, as one temptation fails, to 
present another. Their strength is very great — they are 
called principalities and powers — ^rulers and princes-^yea, the 
god of this world, because they work as they please in the 
children of disobedience, whom they keep so fast bound id the 
chains of sin, that no human arm can break them asander* 
And it is the only joy they knaw^-the joy of hell-«to rivet 
tbs chains of ein upon those poor captivea, till they bind them 
in everlasting chains of darkness. 

These, O my soul, are thine enemies. They had diawn thee 
into their rebellion, and they are still trying to draw thee into 
their tomieiils. They have free access to thy fallen natOffe. 
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They know how to make use of bhe objects in the world to 
work upon thy senses, and to stir up evil thoughts. They 
hare fiery darts always at hand to throw at thy faith, and rest 
not night and day in attacking thy peace and happiness in Jesus. 
Bless Uie Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless 
his holy name, for undertaking to save thee from ihosc enc* 
mies. The love of the Father gave his Son to be the 
woman's seed — Jehovah incarnate — for his people. In their 
nature he was to bruise the head of the serpent : his cunning, 
his poison, and all his power to hurt, lie in his head : when 
this is bruised, he is defeated. The battle to be fought was 
foretold, and the victory to be won was promised to Adam ; 
and by faith in it, he and all the redeemed in the Old Testament 
conquered Satan. In the fulness of time God was manifest 
in the fiesh : he came to destroy the works of the devil. Sin 
is his great work ; by it he drew man from God, and by it he 
keeps man from God." Immanuel began the destruction 
of the works of the devil by taking human nature. Hi& 
manhood was perfectly holy — ^it had not, it could not have, 
any sin : because God was in Christ. There was every thing 
in his holy life which the law could require : he obeyed all 
its precepts with uninterrupted conformity, and being co-equal 
and co-eternal with the Father, his obedience was therefore 
divine, absolutely complete, and infinitely sufficient to justify 
for ever. He was tempted, indeed, but he overcame every 
temptation* He defeated Satan in all his attempts, insomuch 
that when he was entering upon the last scene of his life, he 
could declare : ' The prince of this world cometh, and hath 
nothing in me,* He did come, and the great pitched battle 
was fought which was to decide for ever, whether the seed ot 
the woman or the serpent should be crowned conqueror ? The 
battle began in the garden of Gethsemane, and was finished 
upon Mount Calvary. Every stratagem of infernal policy 
was then tried ; every assault of devilish malice was exerted 
against the Captain of our salvation ; but he conquered them 
all, as it was foretold : * Thou shalt tread upon the lion and 
adder ; the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under 
thy feet. He trod upon the serpent's head, and crushed it ; 
but, at the same time, the serpent bit his heel. The heel is 
his lowest part — ^his body — ^this fell in the conflict; but he 
completed his victory \j the loss of his life. The apostle 
speaks of the cross, upon which he bled and died, as the great 
scene of this engagement, and on which he vanquished and 
triumphed for ever over the powers of hell — Shaving spoiled 
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principalities and powers, and taken away all their armouc 
wherein they trusted, he made a show of them, openly tri- 
umphing over them upon the cross, leading them as you would 
captives in chains; rebels still, but unable to rob the Lord 
Christ of the glory of any part of his conquest. Thus through 
death he conquered death, and him that had the power of 
death, that is the devil. O blessed and almighty Jesus, eter- 
nal thanks are due to thee for this most glorious victory. 
Satan is now a vanquished foe. He is under thy feet, thou 
high exalted Head of the redeemed. Thou hast for ihem, 
and in their stead, overcome all his wiles and assaults. He 
may tempt, but he cannot conquer them. He has no right 
to accuse them— thou hast made an end of sin. He has no 
power to torment them — thou hast brought in everlasting 
righteousness. He cannot pluck them out of thy hands — 
they are dear to thee, and kept as the apple of thine eye. 
Glory be to thee, ihou wilt soon bring them out of the reach 
of his temptations, and thou wilt be to them an eternal and 
infinitely-perfect Saviour. 

In this faith, O my soul, thou art called upon to take up 
arms against the old serpent. Thou art to fight against him 
under the banner of Jesus — ^a name terrible to the devil and 
his angels. Trusting to the victory of Jesus for thee, and to 
the strength of Jesus working in thee, thou art daily to bring 
him honour and renown. How safe, how blessed is such a 
warfare ! Thou hast the wisdom of thy God and Saviour to 
discover to thee the wiles of Satan. Trust to it, O my soul. 
Leave thyself simply to his direction ; and although Satan be 
subtle and cunning — although he has depths of policy, and 
plans out of number, yet thou shairnot be ignorant of his 
devices. Thy all-knowing Saviour will detect his plots, and 
turn the counsel of that Ahithopel into folly. And if he at- 
tack thee as a roaring lion, yet fear him not. Thy Redeemer 
is strong. He has bruised the serpent's head ; resist him in 
faith, and thou shalt bruise it also. Lean on the arm of thy 
Jesus ; depend on his promised strength ; follow his orders, 
and thou shalt tread Satan under thy feet daily. 

But, above all, remember thu thou canst only conquer him by 
feith — ^by faith in the victory of Jesus, built upon thy faith in the 
word of Jesus ; for this the Scripture testifies of the conquer- 
ors now round the throne — that they overcame the devil by 
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony. 
They overcame him by depending upon the atoning blood, 
and by trusting to what the word says of its all-sufficiency to 

^ Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SM THs VTALX or tjom. 

saTe; and they fooad by experience the prdmiBed victory 
To ^e same effect the apostle Peler stifs up helievers to a 
sobriety itt the use of aii creature-comforts, and to a continual 
watchfulness against their enmnies, in order that they might 
daily conquer : ' Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour : whom resist steadfast in the fcdthJ* This brings 
victory. The believer resists the devU, and stands against 
him steadfastly in the power of Christ. This power is ahnighty, 
and therefore faith relying upon it infallibly secures victory. 
The devil may throw his fiery darts thick and fast, but the 
shield of faith is proof ag^nst them. It is able, through God, 
to quench them ; so that the fire of temptation shall not inflame 
the soul. How precious are these scriptures ! How encourag- 
ing to the Christian soldier ! They promise him every thing 
needful for the battle and fbr victory. Why then shouldst thou 
doubt, O my soul, of the promised blessings ? Take courage. 
Fight under the banner of Jesus. ' Keep close to his colours. 
Follow strictly his order ; and he will ke^ Satan under thy 
feet to-day, and thou shalt be more than conquerer over him 
for ever. 

Considering thy war with Satan in this light, what is there 
in it, O my soul, to stop thee in thy way to heaven ? Thou 
art called upon to fight against him, but then it is the Lord's 
strength, and as a partaker of his conquest. He made all 
thine enemies his. He fought thy battles. His trlam]^ is 
thine. Thou mayest therefore sing of victory before every 
battle. Thou dost not fight to gain the pardon of thy sins, or 
to make thyself righteous : but to oppose thine adversary, who 
would draw thee into sin, and if he couM, would rob thee of 
thy righteousness. He hates thee, because Christ loves thee : 
but his hatred is in vain. Thy Saviour has conquered him 
for thee, and by faith will conquer him in thee ; for thou art 
kept by his almighty power. Trusting to this, go forth, strong 
in the Lord. While thou art living in communion with him. 
thy warfare will be successfid. If thou attend t0 his word, 
and follow his orders, he will encourage thy he«rt, and 
strengthen thy hand with such prixnises as these : — 

I have chosen thee to be a soldier, and I send thee out to 
fight f^inst tdl the enemies of thy peace. But diou dost not 
go to this warfare at thine own charges, nor carry it on doubt- 
Kil of victory. I have provided every thing needfol for main- 
taining the battle, and for bringing thiee e^conqueror. Thou 
shah iBnd much profit in this holy war. It ^m& be ihe ttUMOis 
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>f keeping up constant fellowship with me. Thou sh&lt see 
thy need of coming to me for cQ,ux9ge) for orders, for strength ; 
and by faith thou wilt receive sensible experience of my being 
pie&ent with thee, and on thy side. Only trust nie, and ihwK 
shalt find me faithful to my promise of help and victory. Ge 
forth then to thy daily warfare, and boldly face Satan. Feat 
hum uot in the least : for that would betray a doubt of my 
having him under my feet, or of putting him under thine. 
Give not place to him ; no, not for a moment : but resist him» 
and continue to resist him, steadiest in faith and prayer — trust- 
ing to my promise, and depending on mine arm. Be sober* 
be vigilant. Thus oppose the devil, and thou wilt certainly 
conquer him; and, having conquered, %ht on. In the fig^t 
look to me for victory : having obtained it» expect a, fresh bat«- 
tie, and look still to me for victoyry ; and Uius go on conquer- 
ing and to conquer. Thy crown is in my keeping. As surt 
98, 1 l^ave itr en my hea4> it shall be on thine. Thou shalt 
s<^n sit down wi^h ma onr my throne, a crowned conqueror 
£07. evei^more. 

Glory be to thee, my previous Jesus, for these faithful pro- 
mises, ixv which thou nast caused me to put my trust. And 
now, L4Qrd> let the thi«g that thou hast spoken concerning thj^ 
savant be established, and do as thou hast said. Thou ha^t 
put it into my h^art to desire to be 1^ good soldier, and to fight 
thy battles against al} enemies of thy crown and dignity. O. 
tli^u glorious C^pt^ of ray sfijy^tiqm arm m^ for x^y d«^v 
warfare with Satan. He is too cunning for me ; O my G<>(^ 
^lach nie his device^. He is too mighty lor me, bul the seed 
of the woman hath, bruised his head : yes*^ almighty JesMs, thou 
\j^^ destroyed the devil and his woitlpt I beUeve in thy vic^ 
toiry« O kt ^le partake of its fruits, apd daily bring thee hon- 
our and renown by my victories. M«(ke me strong in the gracQ. 
that is in Christ Jesus, that I may not fear Satan : send me ou( 
against him, armed with thine invincible oxmour. Strengthen 
ipe, O my God, that I fai^t not through the length or sharpnessi 
of the battle. ; but enable me tp persevere,, till thpu dischMgo 
me from the war. Thus» in a coA&taot depetpdence uppn theoi, 
would I fight the good fight of faith, keep up coihmuhion with 
the)? ia every battle, and growing more acoi^aintied with my 
wants, and more thankful for every supply. Q my Ipving Jesu^ 
increase my feUowship with the^. I cbeaire to war a good war- 
fare, and every thing needful for it is from thee. From thy ful- 
ness I expect it i and when I receive it, I would use it to thy glc»y> 
Hear, Lord, and answer me, for thy mercies' sake. Ameii am| 
Amen. 25 * 
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CHAP. XIV. 

The bsHevar, kept by the pom-ei of God, peraeyeret ia hie holy wmlk aad TJetotkMi 
warfare. 

After the believer has made a great progress in his wall^ 
and has been very successful in his warfare, yet he is rot out 
of the reach of any temptation. He is still liable to be stopped 
in the way of duty. His enemies may cheat him by some 
stratagem, or gain some advantage over him by open force. 
While he is attending to these things, as they come before him 
in his daily experience, a thought will often arise : 

I am afraid my profession will at last come to nothing, and 
I shall be a cast-away. I feel so much corruption working in 
my duties, and my heart is so ready to revolt and to turn from 
the Lord in every battle, that I cannot help being uneasy about 
my final state. How can I ? it is not in me to hold out and 
persevere against so much opposition from within and without 
what sign^es my resolution to walk forward, or to fight for 
an uncertain crown ? I think I gain no ground. My own 
carnal will plagues me, and I love ease and quiet as much 
as ever. My corruptions seem as many, and mine enemies 
as strong, as they were. One day, I fear, I shall perish by 
their hands. My heart faints at the thought. My courage 
fails me. O wretched man that I am! where, to whom, 
shall I look for strength, to enable me to hold out unto the 
end? 

No believer is absolutely free from such an attack ; and 
there are seasons very favourable to it. If his mind be in 
heaviness through manifold temptations, and by reasoning 
legally upon them ; if he be under the hidings of the Lord's 
countenance, or in a time of desertion ; if he be fallen into 
any great sin, perhaps his old besetting sin ; if the guilt of 
it be upon his conscience, and the indignation of God be heavy 
upon him ; then such thoughts find easy admittance : and if 
they be indulsned, they greatly distress the believer ; for they 
directly assault his faith, and strike at the very being of his 
hope. As these graces are weakened, he moves slowly; 
and if unbelief prevail, there is a stop put to his progress in 
the heavenly road. 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who has made ample 
provision for victory over this temptation. The principles 
before insisted on are now to be brought into practice. Here 
ia a firesh occasion to try their power and influence, and to 
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make it appear that in these distressing circumstances the 
Father has given his children good ground to rely upon his 
unchangeable love. He has revealed to them the immutabi- • 
lity of his counsel and of his oath, that when they have fled 
to Jesus for refuge, they may comfort their hearts, and say — 
I have been afraid of falling away, but ii is without reason ; 
for I have still immutable things to trust in — although to my 
sense and feeling, every thing seems to make against me, yet 
God has promised not to leave me nor forsake me. O that I 
may honour his promise, and without doubting rely upon his 
faithful arm to make it good ! 

Consider then, O my soul ! the principles of the doctrine 
of Christ. Review them carefully. Thou seest what influ- 
ence they have upon every step of thy walk, and how mighty 
they are, through God, to carry thee through ail thy difficul- 
ties. O study then the perfect freeness and the absolute suf- 
ficiency of the salvation of Jesus. Read and mark the bonds 
and securities which a faithful God has given thee to trust in, 
and not to be afraid. The time to honour them most is to be- 
lieve them, when thou hast the least sensible evidence; for 
that is the strongest faith. If thou canst believe upon his bare 
word, and it is a very good warrant, thy feet shall stand firm 
upon the rock, and thy goings shall be well ordered : and that 
ihou mayest believe this in the hardest trials, God informs 
thee that thy continuance in grace does not depend on thyself. 
* Thou standest by faith :* and faith should direct thee to what 
God has undertaken and has promised to do for thee. He 
would have thee to place the confidence of thy heart upon 
his tried word, which is a never-failing foundation, and if 
thou wast to build all thy hopes of persevering upon it, it 
would quiet thy fears and comfort thy heart. Thou wouldst 
then see that God has not left thee to thyself to stand or 
fall, hut has engaged never to leave thee nor forsake thee. 
He has declared he will not turn away from thee to do thee 
good, and he will put his fear into thy heart, and thou 
shalt not turn away from him. View thy case in this com- 
fortable light, and, while thou art considering the safety of 
thy persevering, as revealed in Scripture for the ground of 
thy faith, may every promise lead thee to trust more in 
God, and to trust less to thyself, and then the snare which 
was laid for thee will be broken, and thou wilt be delivered. 

But take heed of carrying thine opinions to Scripture, and 
of forcing it to speak for them. Beware of that common mis- 
take ; and beware of human systems. Pay no regard to 



Digitized by-^^JKJ' 



ogle 



g9€ TH» WAIX, op FAITQ. 

iQ^n or uames. Simply attend to the promises of God eon 
cerning thy persevering. Thy present trial has convinced 
thee that thou canst not depend on thy own faithfulness : this 
therefore is the time to learn practically the faithfulness oJ 
God, and to improve thy faith in it from such Scripture argU' 
ments as these : 

First, The nature of the divine covenant, which is not 
only the unchangeable will of the eternal Three, but is also 
their agreement, confirmed by oath, concerning the heirs oi 
promise. 

The Father loved them as his children, freely, with an 
everlasting love : be chose them and gave them to his Son ; 
he engaged to keep them by his power through faith untQ 
salvation. 

The Son accepted them, and wrote fdl their names in hi? 
book (not one of them therefore can be lost ;) he undertook 
to be made man, and to live and die for them ; to rise from 
the dead, to ascend, and to intercede for them ; and he sitteth 
as king mediator upon the throne, till every one of them be 
brought to giorv. 

The Holy Spirit covenanted to carry into execution the 
purposes of the Feather's love, and to apply the blessings of 
the Son's salvation. He undertook to quicken the heirs of 
promise, to call them efifectually, to guide, to strengthen, to 
sanctify, and to comfort them ; yea, he is not to leave them, 
till the number of the elect be perfected. Therefore he abides 
with therafor ever. 

In this covenant the eternal Three have undertaken for 
every heir of promise — to do all for him, and all in him^ — for 
the means, and for the end — so that not one of them cao 

ferish ; for faithfulness to the covenant is one of the highest 
onours of the godhead : * I am Jehovah, your Alehim, which 
heepeth covenant, I will ever he mindful of my covenant-«-My 
covenant toiU I not breaks nor alter the thing that has gone 
out of my mouth.* What strong consolation is there in these 
words ! Study them, my soul, that by them thy faith may 
be established, and they may do thee good, like a medicine. 

Thou art afraid of falling away ; but the blessed Trinity 
have undertaken to hold thee up, and their covenani^engage- 
ments are to be the ground of thy believing that they will fulfil 
what they have promised. Observe apd adore the goodness 
of God : see, how he meets thy doubts, and answers thine ob- 
jections — * An oath for confirmation is among men an end ol 
ell strife ; wherein Gqd, willing: more abundantly to shew tc 
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the heirs of promise the immutability of his coti^se., confirmed 
it by an oath: that by two immutable thiags,.iii which it wai 
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consola* 
tion, who have fled for refuge' to Jesus. Thy faith should 
run parallel with this promise, and should safely trust as far 
as it warrants thee : now it gives thee sufficient reason to 
conclude, that thy state before God is immutable, and that ho 
has determined thou shalt not fall away and perish : foi 
observe, 

Secondly, His design in the covenant. He knew thy frame 
thine infirmities, and thy temptations, and therefore he pro* 
vided the covenant, and promised the blessings of it upon oath* 
for thy sake — to end all strife in thy conscience — and to give 
tliee strong consolation. This was his mind and will. He 
revealed it for thee, to settle thy heart in believing, and to ad- 
minister to thee great comfort. Weigh attentively each oi 
these particulars, and then say, what more could have beeo 
done to satisfy thee of thine immutable persevering ? 

But thou thinkest, 'Such trials as thine are uncommon, 
and perhaps not provided for in the covenant, and therefore it 
can be no disparagement to the Divine fioLithfuLiess if thou 
shouldest fall away.' How can this be, since the everlasting 
covenant is ordered in all things^ and on the part of God is 
absolutely sure — nothing that concerns thee is left out of it — 
not a single hair of thy head — thy trials are all appointed and 
ordered, and the end also which they are to answer. 

Perhaps, from the clear evidence of the divine record, thou 
art convinced of the covenant of God to save the heirs of pro- 
mise, and of his engaging to keep them that they shall never 
peridi ; but thou art afraid thou art not in the covenant, nor an 
heir of promise. From whence arise thy fears ? From Scrip- 
ture ? No : all Scripture is on thy side. — Hast thou not fled, 
as a poor sinner, to Jesus for refuge ? Hast thou not acknow- 
ledged his divine nature, and his all-sufficient work ? And 
though thou art now tempted to doubt, yet some faith is still 
fighting against unbelief. These are covenant blessings. O 
look up then to Jesus — ^why not thy Jesus ? But howevey 
look to him — keep looking on — ^and he will give thee rea&oc 
to be ashamed of thy doubts and fears. 

But the Lord hides himself from me, and therefore I fear I 
am not in his favour. This objection is answered in the char- 
ter of grace ; IvM not turn auoeyfrom doing thee good. He 
has hidden his face, and thou art troubled : this trouble is for 
good. It should put thee upon inquiring into the reason for 
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God's hiding himself. It shoald humhle thee, and should ex 
ercise thy faith upon such a Scripture as this : ' For the iniquity 
of his covetousness was I wroth, and smote him ; I hid me 
and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in the way of his 
heart: I have seen his ways, and will heal him; I will 
lead him also, and will restore comforts to him and to his 
moamers.' — Although he hid himself, yet he had love to his 
people : although he smote them, yet it was with a fatherly 
correction. But 

Thou fearest God not only hides his face, hut has also quite 
forsaken thee : he may, as to thy sense and feeling, hut not as 
to his owp purpose, which changeth not. Hear how he speaks 
to thee, and silences thy doubts : ' For a small moment have I 
forsaken thee, but with great mercies will I gather thee : in a 
little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment, but with 
everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord 
thy Redeemer.' How gracious is thy God ! What infinite 
mercy is it, that he should give thee such promises, so suited 
to the trials of thy faith, to preserve thee under them, and to 
bring thee out of them ! Read carefully, over and over again, 
these promises ; and may every reading of them disperse the 
cloud of unbelief, until thy soul be enlivened with the light of 
the Lord's loving countenance. 

But perhaps thou art in a worse case, as to thine own ap- 
prehension : Thou thinkest — God is incensed against me, and 
justly — ^he has cast me off, and I can expect no more favour 
at his hand : once, indeed, I thought he loved me, but I have 
fallen into a great sin — an old besetting sin — ^my conscience ac- 
cuses me of committing it against light and conviction — ^it is a 
foul black spot, such as is not to be found upon the children 
of God. 

Thou art fallen : and wilt thou lie there, and not be raised 
up again ? Thou art under guilt : and wilt thou nurse it, and 
add sin to sin ? Aggravate the sinfulness of thy fall as much 
as thou wilt, yet thou canst not be truly humbled for it, but by 
returning to God, and by trusting in the plenteous redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus. Then thy heart will be softened and 
melted into love, for grace will have its due honour, and thoa 
wilt see what the Scripture says of thy case, in its divine truth 
and majesty. Thou wilt feel thyself exactly what the word 
of God says of thee — a fallen and sinful creature : in thee 
(that is, in thy flesh) dwelleth no good thing ; so that there is 
not any sin but thoa art capable of falling into it, through the 
strength of temptation. So long as thou art in the body, the 
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Icish lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit aguinst the flesh : 
in this conflict thou mayest fall, but the covenant secures thee 
ffom perishing. Abraham, the father of the faithful, fell — ^the 
friend of God fell into the same sin again and again. Moses 
fell : so did David. Peter, forewarned, fell : so did ail the 
apostles. Yet they were believers, and they recovered them- 
selves out of the snare of the devil. For whatever sin thou 
art fallen into may be pardoned, as theirs was. * The blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin :' there is in it an infi- 
nite virtue to wash awdy every spot and stain ; it is a public 
fountain ; it stands open for daily use, that believers may waslf 
and be clean ; it is always, at every given moment, effectual ; 
it cleariseih, in the present tense, runo — to-day, while it is called 
to-day : for there is nothing new to be suflered on the part of 
Christ, in order to take away sin. He put it away by the sa- 
crifice of himself: the Father accepted it, and thus proclaims 
the free forgiveness of all the trespasses for which the atone- 
Tnent was made : * I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, 
and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.' 
Why dost thou reject the comfort of this promise? It is 
suited to thy present distress, and is the remedy for it. Thou 
art fallen into unrighteousness : God says, I will be merciful 
to it. Thou art fallen into sins and iniquities : he says, I 
will remember them no more. Thou mayest remember thy 
fall, but let it be in order to rise from it by faith. It should 
teach thee thy need of the blood of the Lamb. It should 
bring thee to sprinkle it afresh upon thy conscience, and to 
live safe and happy under the protection of it. Thus apply it 
to thy fall, and thou wilt repent aright ; than wilt be truly 
humbled and made more watchful. Thou wilt live more l^ 
faith in thy covenant God, wilt glorify more the infinitely 
perfect salvation of Jesus, and wilt be more dependant upon 
the grace and keeping of the eternal Spirit. 

Consider then, O my soul, the rich, abounding, superabound- 
ing grace of thy God, in making such a provision for raising 
thee up when fallen into sin. He intended the promises in 
the covenant should be the means of thy recovery, as they give 
thee good ground still to trust in a covenant God, and in his 
immutable counsel and oath. O lie not then in guilt; rest 
not in Unbelief; give not place to the devil. The Lord has 
put words into thy mouth, may he help thee, in the faith of 
thy heart, to take them up and say, * Rejoice not against me, 
O mine enemy : when I fall, I shall arise ; when I sit in dark- 
ness, the Lord shall be a light unto rae. I will bear the in- 
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dignfttioo of the LcMrd, because I have sinned against im 
until he plead my cause, and execute judgment for me ; he 
will bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold his righte- 
ousness.' If the Lord open to thee the rich treasury of grace 
in tills scripture, and enable thee to depend on the ample 
i^ecurity here given for raising thee from thy fall, then consider, 
in the 

Third place, the ex|[Nres8 promises made in the covenant, 
that the believer shall not perish, but shall have everlasting life. 
— These promises are not conditional, m%de to the believer 
• upon certain ierms, as if upon doing his part God v^ould do 
his also ; lor he does not stand by his own will, or strength, 
or faithfulness; he does not hol4 out to the end by his own 
diligence and watchfulness in mteans, or receive the crown of 
glory as the merited reward of any works o€ righteousness 
done by him : the promises are all of free grace, not depen- 
dant on man's will, but on God's ; not yea and nay, but of 
absolutely certain fulfilment. They were all made in the co- 
vei»ant to Christ the head, and are already made good to Christ, 
as the head, for the use of his members — * Fox all the promises 
of God are in him y^ea* and in him Amen,^ He was given for 
the covenant of his people, and as s^ch, he undertook to do al^. 
their works for them and in them, and therefore all the pro- 
mised blessings of the covenant are laid up in his fulness — 
* in him they are yea' — and laid up, as the head has the ful- 
lness of the senses for the use of his members — ^ in him they 
are Amen.* He communicates the promised blessings freely, 
not conditionally ; by believing, and not for working : * There- 
fore (says the apostle speaking of Chnst's righteousness,) it 
is of f^iih, that it might be by grace, to the end the promise 
-night be sure to all die seed.' 

In this sovereign manner and style runs the covenant and 
every promise in it : 'I will be their God,' of mine own mere 
motion and grace, ' and according to the good pleasure of mine 
own will' — and they shall be my people'— my will shall make 
them willing ip tlxe day of my power : for I will work in them 
hoth to will aud do : yea« I wUl he a Father unto them, and 
they shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 
The word FcUher relates to his children, and expresses the 
upchaogeabl^ love of his heart towards them : it is a dear co- 
renaj^t name, and denotes the inseparable connexion between 
him an4 lus children : whenever they hear it, it should always 
fO^cii^ in them an idea of his everlasting affection. He lovea 
)U8 fiimily as a Father, and loves every one of the^n with tbv 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WALK or Tjm. JA] 

same ainig&ty love. He csmnol cliangpe. He cannot cease to 
he a Father, and they cannot cease to he his children. His 
name is a security to them, that they cannot perish : for if one 
of them could, they all might. And then his covenant pur 
pose to hriag many sons unto glory would he defeated— 
his relation to them as a Father would he hroken — ^he woulc 
be a Father, without children — he would deny them the pro- 
mised hkssings— 'he would forget to be gracious to them — 
his will concerning them would change, or would be overruled 
by some opposite will — and his great plan. in the covenant 
would come to nothing. But these things cannot possibly be. 
He is the Father of his children, and he has engaged, by pro- 
mise and oath, to love, to bless, and to keep them for ever. 
Out of perfect love he gave them to his Son, who undertook 
to be their Saviour : he came and was made man, Jehovah 
incarnate, to live and die for them. He was so delighted with 
^em (for he has all their names written m his book,) and with 
the work, that he was straitened till it was accomplished. 
Blessings on him for ever ! it is finished. The royal Saviour 
is Upon the throne, almighty to save his dear redeemed. He 
would lose his nsune, which is above every name ; the honours 
of his salvation would fade away upon his head, and the glories 
of his offices would come to nothing, if one, whom Jesus lived 
and died to save, should perish. But it is not possible. 
Whom he loves, he lov.es unto the end. ' I give unto them 
(says he) eternal life ; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any pluck them out of my handt' They are his seed — 
and it was covenanted that he should see his seed. They are 
the travail of his soul — and he shall see of the travail of his 
sou}» and shall be satisfied. How can he be satisfied, if any 
one of them should be lost ? He prayed : * Holy Father, keep, 
through thine own name, those whom thou hast given me, 
that they may be one, as we are one.' And the Father always 
heard him. He prayed that they might be with him where he 
is, to see his glory : and the Holy Spirit covenanted to bring 
them to it — ^he undertook, as his name, Spirit, imports, tc 
breathe life into theni, to call, to convert them, to keep them, 
and to give them every thing needful for their spiritual life. 
How can they fail of coming to glory, being thus kept for i* 
by the power of God ? The Holy Spirit would lose his name. 
Spirity or breath of life, and his office, which is to abide with 
and to dwell for ever in, the elect people of God, if any one 
of them should die from God, and perish. Thus there is full 
security given by the names and offices of the Trinity, thai 
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believers shall be kept from falling away. The Father cannot 
be without his children. The glory of Jesus woald fade 
away, if one of his redeemed was plucked out of his hand 
The divine honours of the Spirit of life would be eclipsed, if 
he was to forsake his charge, and suffer any of the redeemed 
to fall into hell. But these things cannot be. The will of 
the Father, Son, and Spirit, is the same concerning the salva- 
tion of the elect, which is as secure as covenant bonds and 
oaths can make it. 

Art thou then, my soul, established in this great truth ? 
Dost thou yield to the power of the evidence which the blessed 
Trinity have vouchsafed to give thee ? Meditate carefully 
upon it for the growth of thy faith. Search the Scriptures, 
and observe how clearly God declares his fixed purpose to 
keep his people, and to hold them up unto the end. The 
great preacher of the gospel in the Old Testament church, 
.speaks thus of the unchangeable will of a covenant God : 
' The mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed ; but 
my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the 
covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath 
mercy on thee.* A great preacher in the New Testament 
church has confirmed the same precious truth* He is treat- 
ing of the golden chain of salvation, and shewing how insep- 
arable every link of it is, and in this prospect he triumphs : 
* Who shall lay any thing to the charge of G«d's elect ? It 
is God that justifieth, who is he that condemneth I It is 
Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who also maked^ intercession for 
us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or sword ? Nay, in all these things we are more than con- 
querors through him that loveth us.' By the mouth of these 
two infallible witnesses the truth is established — ^they depose 
that the covenant is immutable, and that nothing can separate 
believers from the love wherewith God loves them in his 
Son. O most comfortable doctrine ! How encouraging is it in 
any undertaking to set about it with certain hope of success ! 
How animating in our Christian walk, how reviving in the 
dark and difficult path of it, to have God's promise that he 
will keep us, and bring us to a happy end ! How pleasing is 
it to go on by faith in our warfare, casting all our care upon 
him who careth for us ! How delightful is it to trust his 
promise, and daily to find it made good : * Ye are kept by the 
newer of God, through faith, unto eternal salvation.' Here 
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O my soul, thou art to seek for «z yng consolation amidst th« 
trials and difficulties of thy walk. Thou art afraid of falling 
— God has engaged to hold thee up. Thou hast heen tempted 
to think thou shouldst fall quite away, and come to nothing — 
but God says, thou art preserved in Christ Jesus — His cove- 
nant and oath are made to confirm the faith of thy persevering. 
Thou standest by faith, and thy faith should lead thee to rest 
safely on what God says about thy standing : and for thy faith 
itself, its continuing, its increasmg, thou hast his infallible 
faithfulness to depend upon. Thou art weak — but he keeps 
thee by his power. Thine enemies are strong — but none of 
them shall pluck thee out of his hand. Thou art willing to 
join them, and to depart from the living God — but he has pro- 
mised to put his fear into thy heart, and thou shalt not depart 
from him. He meets with thy doubts, and answers all thine 
objections in a word — for he hath said, * I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee,' 

Be of good courage then, O my soul, and go forward, 
strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might, and he will 
bring thee safe to the end of thy journey. He has promised 
it. Put thyself into his hands, and give him the glory of 
keeping thee. He will hold up thy goings in his paths, that 
thy footsteps slip not. The Lord shall preserve thee from all 
evil. The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming 
in, from this time forth, and even for evermore. How then 
canst thou miscarry, safe under his guidance and keeping ? 
Commit thy ways unto the Lord. Do it simply. Look up 
by faith to his promise, and then lean on his arm. Thus going 
on thou mayesc rejoice at every step in the Lord»thy God. He 
has left thee a sweet hymn upon the subject, with which the 
weary travellers to Sion have often refreshed their spirits. 
Take it up, and sing it after them. Study it. Mix faith with 
it : and with perfect reliance on what God, who cannot lie, has 
promised in it to do for thee, sing and make melody with it in 
thy heart unto the Lord — 

* In that day sing ye unto her, a vineyard of red wine : I the 
Lord do keep it ; I will water it every moment : lest any hurt 
it, 1 will keep it night and day : fury is not in me : who would 
set the briars aim thorns against me in battle ? I would go 
through them, I would burn them together. Or wi3 he take 
hold of my strength, that he may make peace with me, then 
he shall make peace with me. lie shall cause them that come 
of Jacob to take root ; Israel shall blossom and bud, and shaL 
fill the face of the world with fruit.' 
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O my good God and faithful keeper, I do believe tbese pre- 
cious promises ; help my unbelief. Forgive my distrus :ing 
thy faithfulness, and enable me steadfastly to rely upon it for 
the future. What return can I make unto thee for grafting 
me into the true vine ? O Lord, this love surpasseth know- 
ledge. I was fit for nothing but the fire, and thou hast brought 
me into the vineyard of red wine, and bast enabled me to trust 
in that blood of the Lamb which eheereth God and man. On 
this my soul lives, and is refreshed : and being through grace 
in him, and living upon him, I bless thee, holy Father, for 
thy faithful promise to keep me unto the end. I am still an 
easy prey to all those who seek the hurt of my soul ; but thou 
hast given me thy word, that lest any hurt me, thou wilt keep 
me night and day. I confess, gracious God, that I have dis- 
honoured thee by doubting of thy love, and by questioning its 
unchangeableness ; but now I believe that fury h not in thee 
to any one branch in the true vine. There is love, and nothing 
but love in all thy dealing with Christ, and with his. Foi^ve 
my guilty fears and suspicions of thy forsaking me, arising 
from my weakness, and from the strength of mine enemies : I 
now see that thou canst as easily consume them as fire can 
briars and thorns. Lord, increase my faith in thy promised 
strength, that I may lay hold of it for peace, and may keep 
fisLSt hold of it for maintaining peace with thee always and by 
all means. O grant me this, my good God, that ray faith may 
work more by love. Let me take deeper root in Jesus, and 
grow up more into him, blossoming and budding and flourish- 
ing in his vineyard. I depend upon thee to keep me a branch, 
in him, and to make me a fruitful branch, bringing forth plen- 
tifully the fruits of righteousness, which are by Christ Jesus 
to the glory and praise of God. I believe the work is thine — 
thou hast began it — ^and thou wilt carry it on until the day of 
the Lord Jesus. Thou art faithful to thy word and work. In 
dependance upon thy faithfulness i hope to persevere. Let 
it be done unto me according to thy j^omises, wherein thou 
hast caused me to put my trust. Hear, Lord, and answer, for 
thy mercies' sake in Jesus, to whom with thee and the eternal 
Spirit, three persons in one godhead, be .equal glory and 
praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 



CHAP. XV. 

The believer fitiishes his course, and enten into rest. 

The believer is now happily arrived at the verge of life. 
Goodness and mercy have followed him all his days, and will 
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nut lose their glory by forsaking him at the close of them. It 
is appointed unto all men once to die, and his fixed time is ai 
hand. This body is returning to dust, and the spirit must 
appear before the throne of God. In this trying hour he trusts to 
the principles which had carried him through life, and he finds 
them a perfect preservative from the fear and from the power 
of death. The same faith in a reconciled God and loving 
Father keeps peace in his conscience, and love in his heart. 
He depends upon the atonement of Immanuel,and is safe: he 
wraps himself up in the robe of ImmanuePs righteousness, 
and is happy. He knows he shall be found in Jesus, when 
he stands before God ; and therefore he looks upon death as 
bis friend, and meets it with a hope full of glory and im- 
mortality, 

This is the privilege of believers in Jesus. They die in 
peace. Their principles are mighty, through God, to support 
and comfort them in the hour of death. Reader, are thes^ 
principles thine ? Ej^mine carefully. Come to a point in 
this matter ; for it is of infinite and eternal moment. What 
is thy state ! AJTt thou prepared to die f Perhaps thou art 
openly profane. And what wilt thou do upon thy death-bed, 
when the divine law accuses thee, justice condemns thee, i^nd 
the terrors of hell take hold of thee ? The stings of guilt, a( 
such a time, will be worse in the conscience than all the tor- 
tures that the sick body can possibly feel. But if thy con- 
science be a^sleep, O what a dreadful death ! if thou go out of 
the world with thine eyes shut, and open them not till thou 
find the fiames of hell about thee \ 

Perhaps thou art not afraid > because thou hast a decent out<^ 
aide : O take care of trusting in thyself, lest thou shouldst 
have thy portion with the openly profane. If thou make what 
thou art, or hast, any ground of thy hope before God ; if thou 
depend on thy duties, or righteousness, or join them with the 
work of Christ, and meet death in this confidence i how dn^d- 
ful will be thy mistake ! how inevitable thy ruin : such false 
hope:^ are thus described : ' Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, 
imd compass yourselves i^bout with sparks, walk in the 
light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled*-^ 
out mind tAe end-^rthua saith the Lord : ♦ Thi# Siball ye have 
of mine hand, ye shall lie down in sorrow.* And togethef 
with them will the open enemy of God and his Christ h« 
down* A denier of revelation is brought to the bed of lan» 
guishing— a slow lingering distemper is carrying him oiF— the 
physician has gir^n him ©ver-^bis disease is miOf taU and h« i| 
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convinced of it. But, alas ! he has no preparation for death 
and judgment. He has some Christian friends, and they talk 
freely to him about his eternal state ; but he will hear nothing 
of his guilt, or of his want of a Saviour. They get a minis- 
ter of Christ to visit him, and he speaks to him of sin, which 
is the transgression of the holy law, and of the justice of God, 
which is engaged to give transgressors their due, and of the 
impossibility of his finding mercy at the judgment-seat, until 
every demand be satisfied, which law and justice have upon 
him : he tries to persuade the dying man of the godhead of 
Jesus, and of the divine work of Jesus ; but in vain. He sets 
at nought the minister's advice, and with a hardened and im- 
penitent heart replies — Be it as it will with me in eternity, 
1*11 have nothing to do with your Christ. So he died. We 
need not follow him to the judgment-seat, to know what 
became of his soul. The infallible record has declared what 
will be the portion of the unbelieving. Their misery is as 
certain as the truth of God. O reader, examine thyself; 
for he that believeth not is condemned already : because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of God. 

Perhaps thou art in name a Christian, but what thinkest 
thou of Christ ? The grand heresy of this day is about his 
person, and if thou art fallen into it, there is no hope in thy 
death. Is he Jehovah? O leave not this matter undeter 
mined. The truth of his word and the glory of his work de- 
pend entirely upon this one point : so does thy peace and 
comfort : for if thou believe him to be any thing but the self- 
existent God, thou shalt die in thy sins. His sufferings 
cannot avail for thy pardon, nor his obedience for thy righteous- 
ness, unless he be Jehovah. Without faith in nim, as the 
self-existent Saviour, death will find thee under guilt, and 
judgment will leave thee among the enemies of God and his 
Christ. 

Whatever evil there is in death to terrify, whatever pain to 
hurt, the blessed Jesus, by the grace of God tasted it for all 
his. The grace of the Father gave him to be the surety for 
his people unto death. He died for them, and as truly tasted 
death as ever the nicest palate tasted meat or drink. But it 
was like a taste— of short duration — it was not possible that 
he should be holden long under the bands of death. He rose 
again on the third day ; and because he lives, believers in him 
shall live also. They are partakers of his victory over death, 
and share in all its blessings. The sentence of the broken 
law is repealed. They do not die to bear the punishment of 
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sin. Christ sustained that. The pains and agonies of death 
fell upon him; *The sorrows of death (says he) compassed 
me, and the pains of hell got hold upon me.' He was a just 
man, who had no reason to fear death ; hut heihg found in the 
place of his people, with their sins upon him, he was to bear 
every thing that was dreadful in death. Hence his agonies at 
the approach of it: * My heart (says he) is sore pained within 
me, and the terrors of death are fallen upon me : fearfulness 
and trembling are come upon me, and horror hath over- 
whelmed me.' He endured those inconceivable horrors to 
deliver them, who, through fear of death, had been all their 
lifetime subject to bondage. But the bondage is at an end, 
when they believe in his victory. Their fears are dispelled, 
when they see the glory of the battle v/hich he fought and 
won — how by dying he took away sin, satisfied justice, re- 
moved the curse, conquered death, broke its sceptre, took out 
its sting, and left nothing in it but what is friendly to them. 
In these believing views they can meet death with confidence : 
for they cannot taste that in death which Christ tasted. He 
felt it that they might not feel it : he died in agonies, that they 
might die in peace. O my most loving and precious Jesus, 
I believe this, let not any unbelief in me dishonour thy com- 
plete conquest over all tnat is fearful or painful in dying. My 
times are in thy hand : when thou art pleased to bring them 
to an end, let me find death swallowed up in victory : O that 
I may then triumph with thy redeemed — ^What can separate 
us from the love of Christ — shall the sting of death, or the 
fear of death, or of Satan, or of hell ? No ; thanks be to God 
— these were all conquered when Jesus died; subdued for 
ever when he rose again. And he has left us many precious 
promises, that we, trusting in him, shall share in his victory, 
and find the blessings of it in the hour of death. 

Attend then, O my soul, to what he has engaged to bestow 
upon his dying disciples, as the fruit of his death ; and give 
him credit, not doubting but he will make it good. Live now 
in the comfort of his promises, and fear not. The Almighty 
Jesus will be with thee, and thou shalt conquer with him in 
the hour of death. Observe his word, which cannot be 
broken ; * I will ransom them from the power of the grave, I 
will redeem them from death : O death, I will be thy plague : 
O grave, I will be thy destruction : repentance shall be hid 
from mine eyes.' The ransom which he here engages to pay 
for his he paid as their surety, and he daily applies it to them, 
«8 their Saviour. Upon quoting this promise, and finding, by 
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faith, t)ie hap]>y falGlmemt of it, mark how the apostle rejoices 

with the Corinthians, in the near view of death : J O death, 
where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory V The 
sting of death i;3 sin, and the strength of sin is the law : but 
thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. O thou naost glorious conqueror^ almighty 
Jesus, eternal thanks be to thee, that the law cannot accuse. 
sin cannot condemn, death cannot sting thy redeemed. Thou 
hast promised to make them happy in death, and faithful is 
thy word. The beloved John is one of thy witnesses : ' I 
heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord.* Write it for the use of my 
disciples, that it may be the ground of their faith when they 
come to die : I promise to make them blessed in their death ; 
being in me, members under me their head, and living in the 
Lord, they shall die in the Lord : they shall have union with 
me, and communion too, when they are dying : the hour of 
death, the time of their dissolution} shall be a season of great 
blessedness ; they shall have my presence in their last mo- 
ments : I will walk with them through the valley of the sha- 
dow of death, and they shall fear no evil ; my rod and my 
staff shall then comfort them. my God, make thy wtird 
good. Sweet Jesus, write this promise upon my heart. 
help me to mix faith with it, that when mine appointed time 
is come, I may experience the blessedaess of dying in the 
Lord. I wait for the time, it is not far off, keep me, 
Jesus, till that hour ; keep me, Jesus, in that hour. Save me 
through life and death, and bless me with thine eternal salva- 
tion. Hear, and answer, for thy mercies' sake. Amen. 

Meditate, O my soul, upon these blessings. Consider how 
great, how many they are. Consider also thine unworthiness 
— Thou art less than the least of them : and God has set bis 
love upon thee, and has given thee the greatest of them. He 
has called thee to the knowledge of his love in Jesus, aiid hast 
shed it abroad in thy heart. He has set thee in the way thart 
leads to the eternal enjoyment of his love, has promised to 
keep thee all the way, and to bless thee at the end of it. He 
will make thee blessed in death, and blessed for evermore. 
Hitherto thou hast fbund him faithful. Not qne good thing 
has failed, which thou didst ask ii^ faith, a^d wait for at his 
hands. I^eview all his dealings with thee, and see what infi- 
nite mercy there was in them. He made thy walk prosper- 
ous, thy warfare successful, thy crosses sanctified. Thou 
hast not taken a false step, but when thou wast npt living b^ 
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Jtm fiuth jt the Son of God. O tmst him then, and be not 
airaid. Hii ibve has brought thee thus far : he has led thee 
in the right way to the vergie of life, and he declares he will 
toot leare thee nor forsake thee in the hour of death. Fear 
mot to look down ; fear ncrt to go down with Jesus into the 
^rave. He has firovnised, * I will be with thee ;' and wherever 
he is, tbere is heaven. He is with his dying friends, and they 
are blessed indeed. They die in faith ; they live by faith in 
death ; and as soon as faith ceases, they live with their God 
for ever. The body &lls asleep, and rests safely till the mom*- 
ing of the resurrection. The soul in a moment enters into the 
j&y of its Lord — a joy like his — pure and holy — a fulness of 
joy— every sense has its proper object — enjoys it — and is sa- 
tisfied for ever. O what will the heart feel in this blessedness ! 
What acknowledgments will it make to God and the Lamb. 
To praise him for the wonders of his grace, in bringing te 
that glory, will be the happy employment of eternity. To see 
Mm as he is, in his divine majesty, is heaven. For how great 
cemmunications of his love the being ever with him, and ever 
like him, will make the soul capable of, we cannot perfectly 
conceive. These things are at present too high and heavenly, 
even for our tliK>aghts. By faith we sometimes have a little 
glimpse of th« giory to be revealed, and it eclipses all the 
grandeur of the world. There are happy moments when we 
are permitted to behold the King in his beauty, when he dis- 
covers his matchless loveliness, and gives ns a taste of the 
faeavecdy feast : at such blessed seasons the soul is bowed 
(down, and humbled to the dust, adoring the infinite mercy 
jand goodness of God. If there be so much of heaven in, 
these maoyestations of divine love, what must the full enjoy- 
ment be ? We may suppose a happy soul, entered into rest, 
&US meditating upon the grace vrhich brought it to that glory. 
Blessings and thanks without ceasing Im unto Father, Son, 
and Spirit, through whose sovereign grace I was chosen to 
this blessedness, and am now brought to the perfect and ever- 
lasting enjoyment of it. This communion with the godhead* 
through Jesus, is as ftar beyond my fonaer thoughts of it, as 
the heaven is above theewth — ^how great is his goodness, and 
how great is his beauty, that the most High and Holy One 
would thus communteate his love unto sinfal creatures. Glory 
be to tbee, holy Father, for predestinating me to the adoption 
of children, and for the free gift of the heavenly inheritance. 
Glory be to thee, incarnate Jehovah, for thy covenant under* 
iddfHgfs for me ; for thy life, death, and complete salvution. I 
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worship thee, I glorify thee, O God the Holy Ghost, for qmck- 
cning me, for teaching me, and enabling me, through believing 
in Jesus, to experience the love of the Father, and for bringing 
me to enjoy his endless blessings. Surely the goodness and 
mercy of the holy Trinity have followed me all the days of 
my life ; were with me when I walked through the valley of 
the shadow of death ; and are now my most blessed portion 
m the house of the Lord. I am made a pillar in the temple 
of my God, and am to go no more out. O what exceeding 
riches of grace are these! What has God done for me! 
Angels and brethren, help me to praise. My debt is immense. 
No saved sinner can owe him more : it is growing every mo- 
ment. My praises pay none of it. With my thtmkful heart, 
and it is ail thankfulness, I only acknowledge his infinite 
goodness, and own myself his eternal debtor. Blessing and 
honour and glory and power be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb, for ever. 

Reader, art thou in the way which leads to this glory ? ll 
not, may the Lord be merciful unto thee, and bring thee 
unto it. 

If thou art seeking to be set right in it, remember Jesus is 
i?te way. May his good Spirit enable thee to believe in his 
word, and to trust in it, till thou attain to the salvation of thy 
soul. 

If thou art in the way, and hast communion with the Fa- 
ther, through faith in the atonement and righteousness of his 
Son, art thou maintaining it in thy daily walk, and improving 
it in every duty ? and art thou going on thy way rejoicing in 
God ? If thou art sorrowing for outward crosses, or burdened 
with inward conflicts, canst thou nevertheless find joy and 
peace in believing ? Dost thou march on victorious m thy 
warfare, keeping up communion with God against all opposi 
tioh of thy spiritual enemies ? and is thy faith established 
upon the faithfulness of God, that he will carry on his own 
work in thee unto the day of the Lord Jesus ? In this faith 
art thou now living ? and in this faith dost thou hope to die ? 
Has God indeed done these wonders for thee ? O bless him 
then with me, and let us magnify his name together. Be thou 
exalted. Lord, in us, and by us. Every day we would grow 
up into nearer and holier communion with thee. We desire 
to be more like thee, and to shew forth more of thy lovely 
image before men. O help us to praise thee better with our 
lips and lives. By the communion of the Holy Ghost we 
would communicate more by faith with the Son in his salva- 
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tion, and with the Father in his love. O holy, blessed, and 
glorious Trinity, in this divine fellowship we hope to find our 
heaven upon earth : let it be growing and increasing, helped 
forward by all means, and, if it please thee, by this Treatise. 
Make it, Lord, the instrument under thee of leading thy people 
into the right way, and of establishing them in it. Accompany 
the reading of it with the teaching of thy Spirit, and to the 
advancement of thy glory. I present the book unto thee, ever- 
glorious Jesus, and lay it at thy feet. Thou knowest my 
heart : accept it graciously, as a public acknowledgment for 
inestimable mercies. In thy great compassion overlook the 
faults in it : what is agreeable to the Scripture is thine own. 
Make use of it to thy praise. I devote myself, my body and 
soul, my tongue and pen, all I have and am, to thy service. I 
would not look upon myself as any longer mine own ; but, 
being bought with a price, I would glorify thee in the use of 
all thy gifts and graces. With thee I desire to walk through 
life. In thine arms I hope to die. Through thee I expect 
soon to enjoy perfect communion with the Father and the 
Spirit: therefore into thy hands I commend myself. Keep 
me in the right way. Guide me to the end of it, that I may 
finish my course with joy, and join thy redeemed in giving to 
thee, with the Father and the Spirit, the three in one Jehovah, 
equal and everlasting praise. Hear, Lord, and answer, Amem* 
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FREPACE 

TO THE 

TRIUMPH OF FAITa 



^ Th? present '^re^tioe 19 a contiauation of some jremarkg forn^rl^ pu) 
Qptieii concernioj^ U^e e^periei^ce of a true Christian^ who, quickeoed b| 
the Spirit oP life in Christ Jesus, lives by faith, and who is As^obled to gw 
forward in his walk b^ the faith of the Son of God. There was one volume 
upon this subject, entitled. * The Life of Faith;' and, some years after, two 
volumes on * The Walk of Faith :'* in which the divine helps and snpporta 
were considered great and many, not only for the establishment of belie- 
vers in the way, but also for their happiness every step of it, that they might 
rejoice in the Lord always, yea, with such a fulness of joy, as to make 
them triumph in the God of their salvation. 

This is the grand gospel privilege, which is granted to believers, as be- 
lievers, and promised to them in the freest and fullest manner that any 
grant can be conveyed, springing from sovereign grace in the Giver, and 
received not from any qualification in themselves, but entirely from his 
own bounty, continued and increased with all the rich and ripe fruits of 
faith, to the praise of the glory of the grace of God. 

It has been long observed, and much lamented, that there are veiy few 
of these happy believers, who give such a perfect credit to the promises of 
God in Christ, as to rest their hearts upon his faithfulness, without any 
doubt or wavering : they do not trust so far as the promises warrant them, 
which stops the exercise of faith, and hinders the 'growth of the spiritual 
life. Weak faith has litde fruit. Strong faith improves love to God, loving 
ol>edience, patient suffering, persevering warfare, and the other fruits of 
the Spirit : indeed, for this very purpose it is commanded, that we might 
trust and not be afraid : and there are promises made to them who obey the 
command, and all things promised are possible to them who believe : for 
there is strength sufficient m the promisor to make (aith grow, yea, to make 
it grow exceedingly : and he has done it, giving us a happy instance in the 
church of the Thessalonians, in which persecution raged, bat faith was 
victorious, and patience triumphant. It has pleased God to |[ive us in the 
Scriptures many encouragements for the growth of faith, which are in th«» 
following Treatise set l>efore the reader ; that we may honour his word, 

* The Author alludes to the separate mode in which the three pieces (itow collectai 
into ODC- volume) were origiuaUy pubHsbed— hit precise words are etiU prcMrvsd. 
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and tniflt m it at all times, eBpecially when appeannoes make agatntttlmi 
being fulfilled. Then it is high worship, against hope to believe in hope, 
as the father of the faithful did : and they are his children, and fbllow the 
steps of his faith, who, when sin is felt in its defilement, in its guilt, in the 
sense of inward corruptions, and of strong temptations, in the many troubles 
of life, in the infirmities of a||^e, and in the approach of death, pot their 
whole trust and confidence in the promises of Grod. Nothing else is ap- 
pointed, either to bring in the peace of God to the conscience, or to keep it 
m. God only in such trials can be a safe refuge, and a sure defence ; and 
faith, looking at what he has engaged to give, secures the promised help to 
the glory of God. Under these several heads something is here ofiered 
from the Scriptures of truth to enoonrage a more steadfast reliance on the 
Divine faithfulness, than one commonly meets with. And what is said 
upon each head is here set before the reader, on the authority of God's 
word, and is also followed with fervent prayer, that the end of publishing 
this Treatise may be answered, even, that the Scriptural faith may be 
hereby increased, that it may abound yet more and mere, and in such a 
great degree, as may bring the highest glory to God, the tmest holiness to 
the heart, and the happiest experience in the life, and in the welfare of 
the Christian. May the gracious Lord, who is the author and finisher of 
the faith, accompany it with his Spirit to the advancement of his own 
praise, and to the edification of his own people. To him who keepeth 
promise for ever, be glory in the church, through Christ Jesus, world 
Mrithont end Amen 
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TRIUMPH OF FAITH. 

CHAP. I. 

Where there has been war, a triumph supposes a battle to 
have been fought, a victory to have been obtained, and the 
great rejoicings of the conquerors upon this occasion. The 
Christian has his matter of triumph, but it is spiritual. It is 
always in Christ, the Captain of his salvation. So it is writ- 
ten — * Thanks be to God, who always causeth us to triumph 
?n Christ.' The apostle is speaking of his preaching the 
gospel. He carried the sweet savour of Jesu's name from 
place to place ; but it was not always received as a joyful 
sound, nor welcomed as it deserved. He met with great op- 
position. The Holy Ghost witnessed, that in every city bonds 
and affictions awaited him. As these abounded, grace did 
much more abound. For he was carried on through persecu- 
tions, imprisonment, stoning, whipping, perils of various kinds, 
sufiered for Christ, and Christ made him victorious over them 
all. He not only enabled Paul to conquer, but also made him 
more than conqueror — ^he was the blessed instrument of pull- 
ing down the strong holds of sin and Satan, and of setting 
ap in the world that kingdom of Jesus, which is flourishing 
to this day, and which will triumph to eternity. A poor weak 
man had all the Roman empire against him, but he did won- 
ders. Through Christ strengthening him, he went on con- 
quering and to conquer : and to Chnst he gives all the glory ; 
acknowledging that the gospel, his preaching it, and the suc- 
cess of it, was of God — ^the excellency of the power was ot 
God. * Thanks be unto God, who always causeth us to tri« 
umph in Christ.' He, for us men, and for our salvation, came 
down from heaven, and was incarnate, that as our surety he 
might live, and die, and conquer for us. It was to the ever^ 
lasting honour of his grace and mercy, that he would engage 
in this war, and undertake to deliver his people from the 
t3rranny of their enemies. They were in bondage to sin — sold 
under sin — enslaved to divers lusts and pleasures — ^living ac- 
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cording to tbe course of this world, according to the prince 
of the power of the air, the wicked spirit, who now worketh 
effectually in the children of disobedience. These tynMits 
were leading them captive at their will, hoping soon to have 
them delivered over to death, and then to everlasting destrac- 
tion from i\^9 prtstme^ 4pf liie Lord, «iii4 &ofa ih^ glory of his 
power. In this miserable state, under sin — under condemna- 
tion, we all were — ^guilty and helpless — not only without any 
means of deliverance in our own power, but without any de- 
sire of it, being tempted to inem of liberty, while we were 
tied and bound with the chain of our sins, and fancying that 
we wef« free even whiia our enegnies were waiting to exercise 
their utmost maike against us, by binding us with chains (ft 
everlasting darkness. O what mercies — ^what compassions pyre 
in our God — ^in our Jesus I He remembered us in this onr 
iow estate, and manifested the exceeding riches of his gnce, 
in coming from hearen to save his people from their sm. 
To this end Jehovah was manifested in the flesh, ius it is 
written, (Jer. 1. 33, 34.) ' The children of Israel and tbe chil- 
dren of Judah were oppressed together, and all that iook them 
captives held them fast, and refused to let them go : but tbeir 
Redeemer is strong, the Lord of hosts is bis name, he shall 
thoroughly plead their cause.' He made all our enemies his 
own, apd fought our battles agaiost them. He obeyed, tbat 
the broken law which stood against us might he magnified by 
his obedience : the penalties of it he endured, when the Lord 
laid upon him the iniquities of us all. His cross was his tri- 
^mphiii chariot, on which he vanquished all our foes. (Col* 
ii. 14, 15.) He blotted out the hand-writing of pt^ismeest 
that was against us, which was contrary to us, ^nd he toek it 
OKA of the way, nailing it to his cross : and having spoiW 
ptincipolities and powers, he mode a show of them openly? 
triumphing over them in that same cross. By dying on it he 
put awmy sin by thB sacrifice of himself, jsi^d by bis rising 
fiom the dead on the third day, according to the Scriptures, 
he overcame death, and him that had die power of death, that 
is, the devil. And now as God man in one Christ, the 
almighty SaviouF of his redeemed, he is seated upoA 1m3 
throne of grace, all his enemies being made his footstool he 
is able to save to tibe uttermost all that eome unto God by him. 
Huch was the battle which the Redeei^er fought* Such vm 
the fictory which he obuined. The importent news of it k 
the substance of that blessed gospel, which he oidefed hie 
Bp>^j0s to pcaach to OFery fiie^iuQe, and wbkk he ptom^ 
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to assist them m, and to be with them for that purpose, to the 
end of the worlds He is as good as his word to this 
day. Still faith cometh by hearing it. The Holy Spirit 
witnesses to it, that it is the truth of God, and he applies it, 
and makes it the power of God unto salvation. He enables 
the hearers to mix such faith with it that they receive, and 
enjoy, the happy fruits of Christ's victory. Once ihey were 
dead in trespasses and sins, but now Christ hath quickenod 
them. They were guilty, and bound over to condemnation, 
but the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath freed 
them from the law of sin and of death. Once they walked 
after the course of this world, but now they walk with God. 
Their old enemies are still fighting against them, and watch- 
ing for their destruction, but they are enabled to gain daily 
victory over them, over the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
through the strength of Jesus, and through the power of his 
might. Their wants are many, and they are daily made more 
sensible of them, but they have an abundant supply of every 
thing that pertains to life and godliness, out of the infinite 
fulness of God their Savioun 

Thus far the three volumes went which were formerly pub- 
lished upon this suffcject, entitled, * The Life of Faith,' and 
' The walk of Faith.' The present Treatise relates to the 
improvement of the former doctrines, considering the Scrip- 
ture motives and eneourajgements for the believer's rejoicing 
always in the Lord, and triumphing in the God of his salvation.- 
The ground of his triumph is the work of Christ : his war- 
rant to depend upon it is the word of Christ : and his actual 
dependance is the work of the Spirit of Christ. Building 
upon these principles, he is commanded to go on from faith to 
faith, still pressing forward that he may see more clearly the 
glory of the person, and the glory of the work of Cfhristy 
what he is to trust to for his title to salvation, and for the 
things which accompany salvation, and may by every day's 
experience be growing into a more settled dependance upoiv 
the Word of Christ, and upon his faithfulness to fulfil it ; and 
thereby may be learning to expect constant supplies, and, ac^ 
cording as his faith increases, receiving greater supplies of the 
power of the Spirit of Christ : that the God of hope may fill 
him with all joy and peace in believing, that he may abound 
in hope by the power of the Holy Ghost ; and we have an 
enouraging example in the Thessalonians who had great trials^ 
and met them with great faith. The apostle commended it 
hi^Iy, but l^ practice it had so improved, that having occa* 

27* 
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sion to mention it some time afterward, he says — * We are 
bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, 
because that your faith groweth exceedingly.' We have the 
same promises, and the same helps, as they had — promises ex- 
ceeding great, and exceeding precious, containing a free grant 
in Christ of all spiritual blessings — ^a full warrant to make 
use of them for life and godliness, with commands and en- 
couragements to trust and not be afraid of any enemies, or of 
any dangers : because he is faithful who has promised to be 
with them — to guide them with his counsel — to keep them 
safe by his power — to bless them with his love — ^and never to 
leave them nor forsake them : so that in all difficulties and 
troubles, they may go on their way rejoicing, until faith and 
patience have done their perfect work. To this purpose, a 
divine, whose praise is in all the churches, has given his testi- 
mony : * It is an everlasting spring of comfort and encourage- 
ment unto the people of God, both in prayer and unto prayer * 
they pray to him, who is mighty, mighty to do what they pray 
for. The Lord's promises are our richest inheritances, and 
that not only because he hath promised greater and better 
things, than are in the compass of any man's power to make 
good, or in the compass of any man's understanding to com- 
prehend ; but because he will certainly be as good in perfor- 
mance as he hath been in promise : for he is in one mind con- 
cerning all that he hath promised : he will be merciful as he 
hath promised, and pardon sin as he hath promised, and sanc- 
tify all our troubles, as he hath promised : he will give us 
his Spirit, as he hath promised, and save us eternally, as he 
hath promised.' A great layman thus confirms the same 
truth — *Were God but believed in what he says, all the 
temptations of Satan, and the doubtings of our unbelieving 
hearts, would be silenced and brought to nothing. What ex- 
ceeding folly is it in our hearts, that God, who never deceived 
any that trusted in him, should be distrusted by any, and not 
believed by all. He is the God of truth : so is his word the 
word of truth. And not any soul, that ever tried God by 
trusting him upon his word, but found him so. Oh then take 
God's word, and our hearts will be quiet. Though the hea- 
then do rage, yet they imagine but a vain thing. In this 
grlorious doctrine, free grace in God is the fountain, full satis- 
faction to divine justice the way, but perfect salvation and re- 
demption to all his elect body in Christ the end. And truly 
when a soul can say, My Beloved is mine, and I am his, he 
bath spoken all at once. I know no other light nor rule, bm 
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(he Word and Spirit, to make out any thing of Ood to an;^ 
soul : the glory of the great day will be — God is mine, and i 
am his/ 



CHAP. II. 

Some Scripture encouragements for the triumph of faith. 

All the Old Testament words which we translate triumph, 
signify great joy, felt in the heart, and expressed outwardly in 
word or deed ; a jubilee of joy, even joy in the highest, as 
near as it can be to the joy of heaven. In the New Testa* 
ment the word is used but twice. First, for what Christ 
engaged to do for us ; and, secondly, for what Christ engaged 
to do in us. For us he undertook to fight our battles against 
all our enemies — sin, the world, Satan, death and hell : and 
the Captain of our salvation has gained a complete victory, 
and had a most glorious triumph over them in his own person, 
when he blotted out the hand-writing of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and he took it out of the 
way, nailing it to his cross : and having spoiled principalities 
and powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over 
them in that same cross. And he still goes on conquering 
and to conquer. By the preaching of his cross and passion, 
his resurrection and ascension, he is to this very day exalting 
/:he honours of his victory and triumph in the hearts and lives 
of his redeemed, giving them such a share in his conquests, 
that they ought to be ever praising him with joyful lips — ^ Now 
thanks be unto God, who always causeth us to triumph in 
Christ.' This was the apostle's happy experience. He found 
that the gospel, and his preaching of it, and the great success 
which attended it, were the fruits of Christ's presence with 
him, and blessing upon him : therefore to him he gave all the 
glory. So do we still. We see the triumphs of the cross 
spread far and wide, and we praise him for our day of gospel 
grace. The crucified Saviour in his majesty rides on pros- 
perously in the chariots of salvation, and his enemies fall 
under him. In the day of his power he makes them a willing 
people. They submit to his sceptre, and acknowledge him to 
be their Lord, and their God. Under his banner they fight 
the good fight of faith, and they daily conquer, yea, they are 
more than conquerors through him who loveth them, crowned 
conquerors in glory everlasting. Thus it appears that the 
triumph of the Head includes the triumph of his members 
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Tbe iounitiln froHf whence sprmgs th^ir pfesdnt and dieii 
etetnal joi\ is Goi — God in Christ* Tbey glory in the vic- 
tories of the God-man ; because of his commandment ; because 
of his free promise, which is a perfect warrant for the fullest 
confidence ; and because of his goodness, truth, and power, 
which are bound to fulfil all his engagements. Looking to 
these infallible securities, the believer's heart is established, 
trusting in the Lord. Behig of the trtte circtrmcision, he 
would pu: no confidence in the fiesh, but would be daily cru- 
cifying tt with its afiections and lusts, and bringing all high 
thoughts of self to the obedience of Christ. If he has been 
long standing in the faith^an old Christian — ^if he has re- 
ceived much consolation from his Lord — or has been very 
active and successful in his service ; his trust is never in him* 
self. The grouTnd of his betieving is always one and the same. 
He has no new doctrine to learn : no liew warrant to encou- 
rage him to believe. The word of God— Thus saith the Lord, 
is always sufficient ; and ought to draw forth the fullest cre- 
dit, that can possibly be given to the testimony of the God o! 
truth. What was ftdvaiwed before in the * Life of Faith,' and 
in the * Walk of Faith,' is taken for granted in the present 
Treatise^ Here is no new doctrine. Salvation is in Christ 
Jesus, and in no other : I and (says he) the trutky the one 
savii^ truth, like himself, the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever. One Lord, one ^th, one salvation. And whoever 
believes this aright is in a safe state, in which there is no 
change with respect to God ; no variableness, or shadow of 
taming. Whatever his own aj^rehensions may be, the word 
of the Lord endureth for ever. He mav be tempted in a legal 
hour Co diist away his confidehce, but the counsel of the Lord 
shall stand. He may change ; but I, saith Grod, change not : 
for the gracious gifts and calling of God are without re- 
pentance— they are such, that^ it cannot repent him of bestow- 
mg them, or of continuing them-, When once besto^^d. As 
the believer has no new trutibi to leidrn, only to improve the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ : so he has no new title to 
expect* Under the- free grant' and gift of Gbd, saivatiott comes 
to hln- of grace, in the most sovereign T«^y that can be cma- 
cei ved. A^nd his warrant to receive it is the Divine command ; 
and when he has been enabled to recwve' it by the obedience 
of faith, the divine promire assures him, that ne shall not pe* 
lish for his sins, but that he shall have everlasting life, ie- 
lieVing the promise is the best title that possibly can be to this 
salvation ; for v^e ate sared freely l^ ^ce, dirough faith> mm! 
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thftt not 4»f 4HirseIr«8, neither 9fdv^km nor £uth ; both mre die 
gifts of God. And under the title all the blessings which 
accompany salvation are included, all the things which are 
freely given to us of God — a sufficiency of present grace and 
the full possession of eternal glory. This is the good old 
foundatioo, upon which the heirs of promise hai'e always built 
their faith and hope. They knew, that all fulness was in 
Christ for their use and enjoymeni: and they were persuaded, 
that they should honour him most, by believing this with the 
Sitrongest certainty. They could not crust too soon, nor too 
qiuch, to his faithfuLaesfi. And therefore they come boldly to 
\h» throne of grace, that they may receive out of his fulness 
ai all tinuesy for all things, for body and soul, for earth and 
heaven, what they wantod, and what he had promised. The 
more they live thus by faith, they will ej^rience OKMre occa- 
sion to rejoice in the Lord : and to And that his arm to fulfil 
will always go as far as his promise, even to bless the God 
l^d Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly things in Christ. This 
indeed is strong faith, but it is the g'ifl of a strong God : it does 
not depend* in the least, on what the believer can do lor him* 
self, hut on what the Almighty has engaged to do for him, and 
in him, and by him : for he requires and commands it in this 
high degree : there is grace sufficient to bring it into use and 
practice^ as far as the commands go, all things {Ht«aised being 
possible to him that belie veth ; and they who have trusted 
most to the faithfulness of God, who against hope believed in 
hope, have experienced that God did never mve them nof 
forsake ,tfaem. He magnified bis word above all his name. 
TheP9 he has made his naHie to shine foith, and all his attri- 
butes ere magnified in their greatest perfection. The believers 
on earth, and the saints in heaven, praise God for his word : 
because it is the instrument of his Spirit, by which he bestows 
grace, and, according to which, he gives glory. The fulfilling 
ef his word runs through time, and Avill ran through eternity. 
Blessed be God for his word of promise ; UiMsed be the Lord, 
that it will be fulfilling for ever and ev^. This being the 
case, it becomes necessary to inquire into the divine records 
and to see what a full warrant God baa given ut to trust and not 
be afraid: and this to every believer; there being the same 
ground to believe with the stfengest iiidth, as to believe at all. 
• This inqoirv is the more necessary, because of the place 
which faith holds in our religion. It reaches to the wheie of 
it : so that nothing ie goed bef«re God, however fisir and spe*- 
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cious it may appear to men, without it. The conscience, th€ 
heart, and its afiections, are purified only by faith. All duties 
for their right motive, and for their acceptance, depend upon 
it. Without faith it is impossible to please God. No trials 
and afflictions can be patiently and profitably endured, unless 
faith be in exercise. Our whole warfare is carried on and car 
be, by our being strong in the Lord, and fighting in the powei 
of his might, finished victoriously only by faith. Indeed, it 
enters so much into every thing wherein we have to do with 
God, that the strengthening of it is the strengthening of every 
other grace ; which are weak or vigorous according as more 
or less faith enters into them. And therefore the Scripture- 
encouragements for our growth in faith, should be well 
weighed with much prayer, frequent meditation, and thanks- 
giving, that they may have their proper effect upon the be- 
liever's heart and life. And as this can be done only by power 
from on high, assistance must ever be sought from thence, and 
depended upon. The Holy Spirit is the very breath of 
spiritual life, and of all spiritual activity. Every godly 
motion of the heart is from his holy inspiration. So the 
Scripture teaches : (2 Cor. iii. 5.) * Not that we (even apos- 
tles) are sufficient of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God.' 
So we are taught to pray : * O Lord, from whom all good 
things do come, grant to us, thy humble servants, that by thy 
holy inspiration we may think those things that be good, and 
by thy merciful guiding may perform the same, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.' Fifth Sunday after Easter. 
And again, the Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. * God, 
forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee: 
mercifully grant that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct 
and rule our hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.' 

A great divine has thus expressed the same sentiments. 

* In those who are truly converted, all saving truths are 
transcribed out of the Scripture into their hearts. They are 
taught of God ; so as they find all truths, both concerning the 
estate, and the gracious and happy estate of man, in themselves. 
They carry a body of divinity in them, and about them ; so as 
from a saving feeling they can speak of conversion, of grace 
of the Spirit, &c. and from this acquaintance are ready to 
yield and give up themselves to truth revealed, and to God 
speaking by it. And thus a man may know his estate before 
God, by his relish for the word. There is a heavenly anfl 
divine relish in the word cf G>d, as for instance — Take the 
doctrine of his providence, thar ill things shall work togetlier 
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for the best to them that love God. What a sweet word is 
this I A whole kingdom is not worth this promise — That 
whatever befalls a Christian in this world, there is an over- 
ruling Providence to sway all to good, to help forward his 
eternal good — that Christ will be present with us in all con 
ditions — that he will give us his Holy Spirit — that when we 
confess our sins, and lay them open, he is merciful to forgirt 
them — That if our sins were red as scarlet, they shall be 
white as wool. What kind of incredible sweetness is in these 
to a heart that is prepared for these comforts ? The doctrines 
of reconciliation, of adoption, of glory to come, of the offices 
of Christ, and such like, how sweet are they ! They relish 
wonderfully to a sanctified soul. These truths, that come out 
of the miouth of Christ, and out of the ministry concerning 
Christ, they are most sweet of all. Oh how sweet were these 
words to the poor man — ** Thy sins are forgiven thee" — Do 
you think they went not to his heart ? The best discovery of 
a true affeciion to Christ, and of a true state in grace, is from 
our affection to the word of Christ. Wherever there is an 
interest in Christ, there is a high respect to the word.' 

A believer, trusting to these helps, and making a diligent 
nse of these means, in reading the charter of grace, will find 
such a faith frequently described and required, as relies on the 
truth of God without doubt or wavering, as depends on his 
faithfulness to his promises with the fullest confidence of the 
heart, and waits on his fulfilling them, steadfastly persuaded, 
that he has spoken nothing with his mouth but what he will 
infallibly make good with his arm. 

All the gifls and graces of God come to us in his promises, 
and cannot be received or enjoyed, but in the way of believing. 
What then can be a greater encouragement not to stagger at 
any promise through unbelief, than that God has declared it is 
a service well pleasing and acceptable to him. It is high 
worship, to be strong in faith, giving glory to God : for it is a 
jfift of his love, and a grace of his Spirit, and his own special 
work in the hearts of his people. In the day of his power he 
makes them willing, and he enables them to set their seal, that 
God is true. So we read — * By faith in Christ, Enoch walked 
with God, and he had this testimony, that he pleased God ; but 
without this faith it is impossible to please him:' therefore 
Enoch's state, and his walk, and his translation, were all by 
faith. Now we know that the judgment ci God is according 
to truth, and he has declared in the word of truth, that what- 
soever is not of faith is sin. So that it is impossible it should 
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pl«|9e a mopt holy God ; who has roagoified his i^ord f|bov9 

all his name, and who delights to see his people do the same, 
magnifying it, by giving it the fullest credit pf their hearts, and 
the roost perfect dependence of their lives. 

He has also required this by his express command : * This 
19, his cpn)mandment« that we should believe on the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ,' who has said, * Ye believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me,' \yith the same faith, and with the same wor 
ship : and when the jailor inquired of Paul and Silas, * Sirs 
what must I do to be saved V they answered — ' Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.' And this belief 
is comn^anded in very trying circumstances, when the outward 
supports of faith seem to fail, aiad the inward comforts are at 
a very low ebb ; * Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in dark- 
ness, and hath no light : let him trust in the name of the Lord, 
and stay upon his God,' — ^his God still. That relation is 
always the same : and so are the blessings which are included 
in it, apd which he cannot iail to hestow upon them who 
honour his word in such trials of their faith, that again&t 
hope they believe in hope : for blessed are all they i^ho put 
their trust i|[i him. 

For the farther confiipmation of their ^ith, he has strength- 
ened his commands with the most encouraging promises of 
grace to help in every time o( need. Ask, and ye shall have: 
for he givetn to all askers liberally, and upbraideth not, come 
they ever so oflen, or ask ever so much : yea, our heavenly 
Father will give the Holy Spirit tp them that qs]( him : and 
his influence e^oes as far as any promise ; for he is the^ mighty 
power of Goa v^nto salvation to every one that believeth. 
Whatever is promised, he is almighty to fulfil. So we read 
when our Lord cursed the barren ng-tre^, the apostles mar- 
velled, that it presently withered away. Jesus answered and 
said unto them, * Verily I say unto you, if ye have faith, and 
doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig- 
tree, but also, if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou re- 
moved, and he thou past into the se£^ \ it shall be done : and 
all things whatsoever ye shall a^k in pi^ayer believing, ye shall 
receive ;* for believing honours the truth of the Promisor, and 
asking in prayer for the fulfilling of it, engages and secures 
the promised grac^. ' The effectual fervent prayer of i^ right- 
eous man avaueth much ;' Sio much, that th^ prayer of ftuth 
has opened and shut hea.ven. It h$LS done wonders in remov* 
inn; mountains of difficultiea» and conqi4«i;ing hostq; of foes 
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frhich rendered it {seemingly impossiUe iM th^ word of Ckid 

should b^ established. But faith gained the victcnry, and tri- 
urnphed gloriously. 

It has pleased God also to confirm all these arguments, by 
revealing the motive, on which he made the promises. It was 
love. They ^e all free*grace promises. In his councils, in 
the revealing them, in the fulfilling them, love directs the 
whole. They are discoveries of wh^t is in the Father's heart 
to his children, and are the means of cpaveying his fatherly 
blessings, especially such a persuasion of his love to them, as 
will work love to him, ^nd they work by love. For we love 
him, because he first loyed us : therefore he speaks to them 
comfortably, addressing hin^self to them in the tenderest com* 
passion, $md calling them by the dearest names : — ^his chosen 
— his beloved — ^his adopted — ^his children — bis friends — theirs, 
heirs of Gpd — joint-heirs with Christ, who is Lord of all — 
his peculiar treasure — ^his portion : these, and many other en- 
dearing names, are intended to convince them of his love, and 
to win and engage their hearts ii^ love tp hiin : that when it 
is given them to believe the truth of his piromises, they might 
be certain pf their full^lmeiit. God is love ; he^delighteth in 
his people. His heart is sp ^q\ uppn them, thai in his dealings 
with them, love has the appointing, the directing, and the 
blessing of all. His love to them hod np beginning, and it 
will have no end. It bestows on the happy plijects of it, grace, 
and it secures to them glory. Lpve hiis crowned their Head ; 
and love will crown all his members. For out pf his fulness 
they are most freely invited to come, and take all spiritual 
blessings, as the earnest pf eternal. Behold, what manner ot 
love the Father hath bestowed upon them ! who can believe it, 
^nd not love him again ! 

I^ has pleased God also tp give us some esuunples of his 
singular favour to them who acted string faith, and to whom 
he therefore administered strong consolation. The apostle 
says, that * \irh^tspeveif things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort 
pf the Scriptures might have hope.' And then he praya, 
* Now the Uod of hope Qll you with all joy and peace in be- 
lieving, that ye m&y abound in hope, by the power of the Holy 
Ghost.^ JViid when the Holy Ghost gives it this Uessed 
cfiiect, he always fills the heart with gratitude and thankful- 
ness. Thus it oner^ted in the dc^y when the believer was 
enabled to sa,y, * \iord, I will praise thee : thongh iheu wast 
angry with mo» thi^^ i^nger ii| tur^Msd BVfm^ wiA ihou bast 
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comforted me. Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and 
not be afraid : for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my 
song, he also is become my salvation. Therefore with joy 
shall ye draw v^ater out of the fountain of salvation.' O what 
reviving cordials did the father of the faithful draw out of it* 
who against hope believed in hope, that he should become the 
father of many nations, according to that which was spoken • 
* So shall thy seed be u and being not weak in faith, he con- 
sidered not his own body, now dead« neither yet the deadness 
of Sarah's womb : he staggered not at the promise of God 
through unbelief, but was strong in faith, giving glory to God :' 
and being fully persuaded, that what he had promised, he was 
able also to perform. For this heroic faith, he is celebrated 
in Scripture, and proposed to us for an example. One of his 
children was enabled to follow the close steps of his faith, 
through a life of continual and great suiTerings, and to triumph 
in the prospect of a violent death. * I am now ready to be 
ofiered up, and the time 'of my departure is at hand : I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith : henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which "the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me in 
that day ; and not to me only^ but unto all them that love bis 
appearing.' 

We have another example given us in the fifty-sixth Psalm. 
On whatever occasion the prophet indited it, the Spirit of pro- 
phecy teaches us to apply it to the Son of David, who is Chris: 
the Lord. It describes his great trials, and continual per- 
secutions, and his invisible faith, by which he was carried 
through them, when all the world was against him. The 
whole Psalm is a prayer made up of the most perfect trust 
and confidence in the faithfulness of God to his word, and 
he assures himself that heaven and earth shall pass away* 
before one jot or tittle of it could fail. He had enemies 
many, mighty, cunning, cruel, united together to destroy him 
(Acts iv. 27. ;) but his heart was established, trusting in the 
Lord. He read, he knew, he believed the promises made to 
him ; and, without doubt or wavering, he waited for the ful- 
filling of them. Thus he viewed the Father's covenant en- 
gagements, who had declared ; * Thus saith God the Lord, 
he that created the heavens, and stretched them out, he that 
spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it : he 
that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to 
them that walk therein : I the Lord have called thee in 
righteousness, and I will hold thy hand I will keep thee 
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and I will give thee for a covenant of the peopio, &c. On 
this rock he built his faith, and could not be moved. * The 
Lord God (says he) hath opened mine ear, and I was not re- 
bellious, neither turned away back ; I gave my back to the 
smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair : 1 
hid not my face from shame and spitting : for the Lord Grod 
will help me, therefore shall I not be confounded ; therefore 
have I set my ?sce like a flint, and I know that I shall not be 
ashamed. He is near that justifieth me, who will contend 
with me ? Let us stand together. Who is mine adversary ? 
Let him come near to me. Behold the Lord God will help 
me, who is he that shall condemn me ? Lo, they all shall wax 
old as a garment, the moth shall eat them up.' What an 
undaunted courage is here manifested ? In this spirit of faith 
he prays — 

* Be gracious unto me, O God, because fallen man would 
devour me : all the day long he is fighting against me, and 
oppressing me : all the day long mine enemies would devour 
me : for they are many wno fight against me, O thou Most 
High. In the day, when I might have reason to fear, I will 
put my trust in thee : I shall praise God because of his word : 
m God I have put my trust, I will not fear what flesh can do 
unto me : all the day long they torture my words : all their 
devices are against me for evil ; they assemble together : they 
hide themselves : they watch my steps, as if they were wait- 
ing for my life : shall they escape for their wickedness ? In 
thine anger, O God, thou wilt bring these people under : thou 
numberest my wanderings : thou hast put my tears into thy 
bottle : are they not recorded in thy register ? In the day, 
when I shall pray unto thee, then shall mine enemies be driven 
back : this I know for certain, because God is on my side : I 
will praise God because of his word : I will praise Jehovah, 
because of his word : in God have I trusted, I will not fear 
what man can do unto me. Thy vows are upon me, O God. 
I will pay my thanksgivings unto thee ; for thou hast deli- 
vered my life from death. Wilt thou not also keep my feet 
from falling, that I may be able to walk in the presence 04 
of God, in the light of life everlasting V 

O what a perfbct trust and confidence is this ! and how loudly 
does it call upon us to look to his example, that God would 
give us grace to follow the steps of his faith. Observe, O my 
soul, and consider the pattern set before thee. He had God 
on his side — the promises — the power — ^the providences" of the 
Almighty. He knew that every step was marked, every teal 
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ttatice4» and tkat €rod kad theiQ in thfi book pf his remem^ 
brance. In this faith he met his trials, and ciaipe off mum^ 
pKant. Notwithstanding his many weary steps, and his strong 
crying and tears under that sorrow, which never had its like, 
yet k^ knew that he should be heard — ^and he was heard ; his 
enemies fell before him : but they rose and returned to the 
combat. Upon the word he casts his anchor again. He trusts to 
it ; and he finds it firm and sure still. The storm is great ; it 
continues ; it increases : sdl thy waves and storms, says he to 
his God, are gone over me. But, my soul, trust thou still in 
the Lor4 ; for ray hope is in him. His word is my stay : it 
e^not be broken, I praise him for it, again I praise him foi 
it. Tm^ing in it, now my fears are gono. God i$ my helper, 
and I will »&t fear what man can do iinto me, O what a pat* 
tern is here set for us ! May the meditation upon it be useful. 
May ^he graoion? Lor^ who i» the author and finisher of the 
liiith, Ues» the t^eans of his own appointing, for the strength- 
ening pf it. And in the use of them, looking up for the con* 
stant 9U]q)lie8 of hi$ Spirit, may he ennbie us to go on from 
str^igth te strength, keeping this example always in view, 
until he bring us in peace unto the ead of our faith* 

These w[0 some of the Scripture grounds, upon which the 
Triumph of Faith' is built. It stands upon the alpaighty 
power of God, as engaged to fulfil his word : for his word is 
hk «ked. To take him at his word is the proper exercise of 
iaith. He bath promised, and it is done. To rest thus upon it, a9 
what caiMMi possibly fail, is the foundation of Christian wor- 
ship \ and when it is established in the heart, in the love of the 
trutti, it constitutes the chief of that service, which is perfect 
freedom } for God has declared himself well pleiised with our 
trusting to his Uruth and faithfulness. He has commanded us 
to do it without doubt or wavering. He has promised grace 
amfficient to enable us thus to believe, and we cannot jmt t^o 
muek trust and confidence in hia arm and power. And he has 
also given us examples of those, who honoured him with th^ 
fullest r^anee of their hearts, and had reason to rejoiqe in tha 
Lord, who keepeth pr<nnise for ever. Glory be ^ him fof 
such encouragements of our faith. O that they may hava 
their proper effect ! May the Holy Ghost apply ihem by his 
gmce, ajokd give us s^ch a faith, as may be well pleasing ui^ia 
God : such a ftiith as he has commanded, and for Ih^ ^11 ej^ 
ercise of which he has made exceeding great prosiises. Help 
ns, O Grod of all grace, to trust and not be afraid ; for thott aH 
iuthfni: thy wcffd aa^ ^y framise s give us fall saouri^ tit 
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trA9t -ki tfin; I/ofd ftt «H times ; beeavse in ihe Lord J^oTch iar 
ereriasung sci^ngth : and blessed are all they who put their 
trust m kim; 

i5ut by whsc ways and means shall these arguments and 
encouragemenis have their full effect ? this is the main poin^ 
and is settled beyond dispute upon Scripture authority. The 
sa^me' Spirft who i^eveialed the promises, is a!so the fulfiUef of- 
ihisth : alhtf he" is afmighty. The blessm'g 6n the u«e of tlrt? 
means is entirely from him : it is he who teacheth man know- 
ledge ; and from nim we are to seek it in prayer. With all 
our reading, hearmg, studying, meditating iTpon the Scrip- 
tures, we must look ip t > Kim for his divine teaching. * If 
any of you, believers, iaCk wisdom, let hfhi ask it of God, who 
giveth to ril askcrs lib'«*«iil}. and upbraideth not, and it shall 
be given iiim ;^ but let him' ask hi faith. Hei'iB is a command 
and a promise. When #e iWck wisdotn, which we always do, 
as much as we want breath, we are to ask it of the Spirit of 
wisdom^ and it shall be ^ivJen «s. He will make us wise unto 
salvation. He W!ff k^'ej^ u's in the use of m'eatis dependant on 
his leading us into all usefu) truth, and of his revealing to us 
the things which are freely given to us of God, to shew 
them to us, as lealities, aiitt to put us ihto the enjoyment of 
them, as blessing* la this dependknce'on him, we live, and 
move, and have out being. Our spiritual life and faculties, 
and the exercise of them, and the improvement of them, are 
entirely from his influence. For the apostle, mentioning the 
several gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, says, * All these 
worketh that one and th^ seFf-saYA^ Sjiirit, cKviding to every 
man his own gifts, according to bis o^vn will.' - To him then 
we are to look up for every good gift, aftid every perfect gift- 
Whenever we open ^te Bible we i^hoUld aisk hi^' light and" his 
teaching. He is the chief coritihi^iMfoi?! He only can put the 
Scriptures into our inward parts, and write them upon our 
hearts, so that we may experience them to Ite the power of 
God unto our own salvatfoh. Oiir first r^foriftj^i's were of this 
sentiment, exhorting us to pfay, that by the holy inspiration of 
God's Spirit, we may thhik those thir^v tfamft bc^ good, and by 
his merciful guiding, may peiforiti th^ sathife. * Grant to us, 
Lord, we beseech thee, the Spirit, to thihk, ahd do always 
such things as be rightful : that we, who cannot do any thing 
chat is g<66d without theb, may by thee be enabled' to nve ac< 
eo^ing to' t^y will, though Jesus' Ghrist oUr Lord. Amcni'* 
Ninth Sanda]^ aftei* Trinity. 

As tliey fMyied, so they songr for we nieet with tw^ 
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hynins, inserted by the reformers in the Common Prayer Boaikt 
appointed to be sung at the ordaining of priests, and at the 
consecration of bishops. The first begins wi^ these word»~ 

Come, Holy Ghost, our sonb inspire, 
And tighten with celestial fire, &c. 

. Out of the second I quote some verses, not for any excel- 
lency of the poetry, but for the soundness of the divinity ex- 
pressed in these lines — 

Come, Holy Ghost, eternal God, 

Proceeding from above, 
Both from the Father and the Son, 

The God of peace and lo?e. 

Visit our minds, and into as 

Thy heavenly grace inspire. 
That in all trath and godhness 

We may have true desire. 

Thou in thy gifts art manifold, 

Wherebv Christ's church doth stand, 
In faithful hearts writing thy law. 

The finger of God's hand. 

According to thy promise made. 

Thou givest speech of grace. 
That through thy help, the praise of God 

May stand in every place. 

O Holy Ghost, into our souls 

Send down thy heavenly light. 
Kindle our heart with fervent love. 

To serve God day and night. 

Sfrengthen and stablish our weakness. 

So feeUe and so frail. 
That neither devil, world, nor flesh. 

Against us may prevail. 

Grant us, O Lord, throueh thee to know 

The Father most of might, 
That of his dear beloved Son. 

We may attain the sight. 

And that with perfect faith also. 

We may acknowledge thee, 
The Spirit of them boUi always, 

One God, in persons three. 

From these authorities, it appears to be the doctrine of the 
Scriptures, and of our reformers in harmony with them, thai 
spiritual life, and knowledge, and faith in Christ, and hope in 
kun, that maketh not ashamed, and holy love, with every 
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fifodly motion of the heart, come from the holy inspiration of 
God the Spirit. It is from him, that we understand the Scrip- 
tures, in the mind of the Spirit : it is from his grace that we 
grow in Scripture knowledge, and persevere in the use of 
means, and at the same time in a constant dependance on his 
presence in them, for the furtherance and joy of our faith. He 
begins, he carries on, and he perfects our learning in his re- 
vealed word and will. O that he may make us, and keep us, 
good scholars, in an abiding sense of the necessity of his 
divine teaching : that the Spirit and the word may go toge- 
ther in our Bible^ studies and Bible experience : so that this 
may be the daily prayer of our faith. 

O thou Spirit of wisdom and revelation, who hast taught us 
that secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those 
things which are revealed belong to us and to our children 
for ever, open the eyes of our understanding to understand 
what is revealed in the Scriptures for our use. Dispose us 
to hear them, read them, and meditate on them, with profit. 
And help us to mix more faith with them, that they may be- 
come more precious : in every day's reading, grant that we 
may find them to be the ingrafted word, and that we are really 
branches grafted into the tree of life, and by the rain and 
shining of Heaven, enabled to bring iforth the fruits of the 
Spirit abundantly. For all these blessings keep us ever de- 
pendant on thy divine teaching, that our fruits may grow 
richer and riper — we may be more humble in our hearts, and 
more thankful in our lives : and so we, who can learn nothing 
as we ought without thee, may by thy grace be made wise 
unta eternal salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus : 
to whom with thee, O Father, and thee, O Holy Spirit, be 
eqaal honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 



CHAP. III. 

The belierer^s triumph in the Lord his righteouanesa. 

The object of his rejoicing is always one and the same, 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever, without any variableness, or 
shadow of turning. It is Christ, God in Christ, concerning 
whom the commandment runs — Rejoice in the Lord Jesus 
always, and again, I say, rejoice : there being in him a foun- 
tain of joy springing up into everlasting life. What he is in 
his own wonderful person — ^what is revealed of his gracioas 
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works and ways in his dealings with the simmers of mankiirf 
— what he did for them in the days of his flesh- -what he does 
in them by his Spirit in time — what he has promised to give 
them in eternity : in every possible view that can be taken of 
him, a believer may and ought to rejoice always, and that with 
a fulness of joy : for thus the apostle offers up his praise — 
* Now thanks be to God, who always causeth us to triumph 
in Christ.' For he has in his person every possible subject 
of triumphant joy. He is true and very God ; and he is true 
and very man — Uod and man in one Christ. The prophet 
Isaiah foretold this marvellous union, and gloried in the pros- 
pect : for us men, and for our salvation, a child is bom, and a 
Son is given : and his name shall be called Wonderful, be- 
cause the child is the mighty God, and the Son is the ever- 
lasting Father, the Prince of Feace. This is the great mysterjT 
of godliness, of which the saints in the Old Testament sang 
with the sweetest melody in their hearts unto the Lford, as the 
prophet does in the one hundred and forty-eighth Psi^. 
calling upon all in heaven and earth, with all their inhabitants, 
to join him in the praises of Immanuel : because his name 
alone is excellent, and his praise above heaven and earth. So 
that New Testament saint felt it, who declared, that be ac- 
counted all things but loss, for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom I have sufiered the 
k>sa of all things, and I do account them but dung, that I may 
win Christ, and be found in him — found so united to him as 
to be one with him : for he was united to our nature, in order 
to bring about another most blessed union. He taking oui 
nature; that we might take his — he made the Son of man, that 
we might be made the sons. of God — he having the power of 
an endless life, that he might give spiritual and eternal life to 
all believers ! for they in the day of his power are joined to 
the Lord by one Spirit — the same Spirit in the members as in 
the Head — that through him their Head, they might be able to 
say. Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ, by the bond of his Spirit. It is not possible for 
man to conceive higher things thatf our Lord has prayed for 
in these words : * Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 
also who shall believe on me through their word : that they 
all may be one ; as thou. Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me : and the glory which thou gavest me, I 
have given them, that they may be one even as we are one.* 
By virtue of this union with Christ, who is the head over all 
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AiagB im Ae Amclu Kf^ membera hart feikmskip vrkh him 
in his ktkf life : he ;'. the Lord Jehovah their righteousness : 
for them he beeame subject to the law, aod obedient to its pre- 
cepts, horn of a woman, and made under the law, that through 
his obedience many might be made righteous. * Lo I come 
(says be) to di* thy will, O God,' and he did it by fulfilling all 
righteousness. As the surety for his peojde, what he did, 
«idxen he magnified the law, and made it infinitely honourable 
in all its demands, was for (them, and for their ju8tii]calioa» 
ihat it might be ifuputed unto them for righteousness, that they 
might be dealt with as righteous at the judgment-seat of Qod. 
In this the father isi the faithful made his boast, and gloried 
all the day long : for we read, that he believed in God, and 
God imputed to him nghteousoess, loving him as his friend, 
and blessing him in all things^ Now it was not written for his 
sake alone, that k was imputed to him; but for ns sdso, to 
whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up 
Jesiaa our Lord from the dead : for the children of beiievii^r 
Abcaham are freely made heirs, as he was, of the righteous- 
ness which is by the faith of Jesus Christ. Hear one of them 
with what heart felt joy he celebrates his triumphant state in 
€hrist ! ' I will hope continually, and I will praise tbee moie 
and moce^-in-my mouth shall shew forth thy righteousness, and 
thy aalration all the day : for I know not the nrnmbers thereof: 
I will go in the strength of the Lord Grod, I will make mmtion 
of thy righileousnesis, even oi thine only/ He found the 
blessings flowing from it numberless and endless : so that it 
was all he want^ for his justification to life, and for his title 
to glory'^it only. In the same Psalm, admiring aod adoring 
the wonders of the gift of grace, he bfeaks out: ^Thy 
righteousaess, God, is very high, who i^st done great 
things : O God, who is like unto thee V He was so eomplete 
(in this righteousness of Christ, that he would mix nothing with 
it for his firee access to God, or for his full acceptance before 
Ood. He knew that this rigbteaiisness of faith w«s appointed 
»f God, was the gift of his graee, and was all^ufficiettt, being 
on everlasting righteousness ; and therefore it efieetuaHy jre- 
moved the consciousness of sin from his heart, and enabled 
him to come boldly to the throne of grace, where he stood 
perfectly justified in Jesus* And in the same spirit we hear 
a New Testament saint resolving to exclude aU glorying, ex- 
cept in Christ, and in his righteousness, * in whom God can he 
iK&iy and yet ibe justifier of him who beUeveth in Jesus. 
Wliaae ia huaating then ? it is ^xehided. By what law ? By 
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the law of works ? Nay, but by the law of £uth : therefinre we 
conclude, that a man is justified by faith without the deeds oi 
the law: and that Christ is the end of the law for righteous- 
ness to every one that believeth.' This was the apostle's 
highest ambition, to be found in his precious Saviour. O that 
I may rejoice in him through life, and may be found in him at 
the hour of death, and-at the day of judgment — found in hira, 
not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith. Blessed testimony for Jesus— en- 
couraging example, to place our whole trust and confidence in 
the Lord our righteousness, and our strength : for he is the 
same to us as he was to the apostle Paul, and we have as 
good reason to triumph as he had, because it is written, * 1 
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my 
God : for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bride- 
groom decketh himself with ornaments, and a bride adometh 
herself with her jewels : for as the earth bringeth forth its 
bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it 
to spring forth ; so the Lord God will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring forth before all nations.' This is the righte- 
ousness of faith, and these are the fruits of it, which abound 
to the gl ry of God, even peace with him, joy in him, a holy 
walk with him, and a victorious warfare by him. * In the 
Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory. 
Herein to glory is the believer's bounden duty. He is called 
to it, as his gospel privilege, and according to his faith he does 
triumph in it, as his present happiness, and as a good ground 
for his hope of eternal joy. Wonderful blessings are promised 
to this faith and hope, and they are truly experienced at this 
day. Bless the Lord, O my soul, for his providing such a gar- 
ment for glory and beauty. He has warranted 3iee to put it 
on, and having through it free access into his presence, he has 
commanded thee to join that great multitude, whom no one 
can number, who are standing before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palms in their hands, 
and who cry with a loud voice, saying, * Salvation to our God, 
who sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever.' Their 
robes are as white as the light, being washed clean in the 
blood of the Lamb, and through him they have conquered, as 
the palms in their hands denote: yea, are more than con- 
querors, having crowns of righteousness upon their heads, 
which can never fade away. For grace reigns through 
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risliteoasness onto eternal life by Jtsus Christ our Lord. O 
ifv^t matter of triumph is here ! a righteousness absolutely 
perfect and everlasting ! This greatly enhances all our high 
;*<)ys in Christ, that there is full security for their continuance, 
it depends on the faithfulness of Gcd to his word and pro- 
mise, fixed in his eternal counsels, and established upon im- 
mutable things. * Their righteousness is of me, saith the 
Lord, and mine is an everlasting righteousness : lift up your 
t;\'es to the heavens, and Icok upon the earth beneath : for the 
heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax 
old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in 
like manner; but my salvation shall be for ever, and my 
righteousness shall not be abolished.' The state of a believer 
is always one and the same on G d's part. He may vary in 
his apprehensions of his state ; but with God there is no va- 
riableness, or shadow of turning. He may be a believer walk- 
ing in darkness — ^tempted to doubt, fas may pay too much 
attention to sense and feeling — ^may get into a legal spirit — his 
evidences may be clouded — ^when outward things and provi- 
dences seem to make against him, his faith may be sore cried, 
and he may stagger at the promises of God through some fit 
of unbelief — the man changeth, but God changeth not. His 
mercies are sure mercies. They cannot fail : for they spring 
from the ocean of grace, and are streams which no created 
power can cut off: but they shall infallibly return to it again, 
and shall bring with them all the happy objects of his love. 
The Father chose them, and gave them to his Son, who has 
all their names written in the Lamb's book of life : for them 
he lived and died ; and when he presents them at the last day 
to the Father — * Behold I, and the children whom thou hasi 
mven me,' not one of them shall be wanting ; for the Holy 
Spirit is by his office the Lord and giver of life to them, and 
in the day of his power he enables them to receive Jesus, and 
to live by faith upon him, as members united to, and in fellow- 
ship with, their glorified Head. This covenant of the blessed 
Trinity is unalterable, being ordered in all things and sure. 
All the subjects of its grace shall infallibly be saved according 
. to our Lord's promise, and according to our Lord's prayer, tfiz. 
* My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me, and I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand.' Trust- 
ing to these immutable securities the heirs of promise are 
commanded to draw strong consolation, even to rejoice in 
Jesus with a fulness of joy ; in darkness as well as Milking in 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Mm fAvmu 

lighx-Tia viBter tti wdl as in snmiiiffr— 4ii advcnity w vsN 
^ IB proftpenty— *in death as* well as in life ; became he hm$ 
til power in hea;veD and earth to make good to them erery 
irorenant engagement. And he will do it : for the ransomed 
4^ the Lord shall return, and ^hall come to Sioo with surngs^ 
and everlasting joy upon their heads : diey shall obtain joy 
and giadness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away for 

O thou moat blessed God and SaviiMir* thou art the Lord 
Mr righteousness and our strength. I belioTe that the whole 
Israel of Crod shall be justified only by thee, and in thee only 
shall they glory. O let thy Spirit abide with me to increase 
in me thjus faith, that by fresh Bn|q>iies of his grace I may be 
kept from going about to estabiish my own righteousness, and 
oaay constantly submit myself to tlue righteousness of Ood. 
And by the same gmce help me to bring forth the fruits of 
rig^oasnefs abundantly unto the glory and praise of God, 
magnifying thine atonement in the peace of my conscience, 
exalting thy righteousness in the lore of my heart, and in my 
iraUc imd warfare glorifying ihy fulness ; so that out of it I 
may ba receiving a sufficiency of grace, by wluch I am now 
enabled to bl^98 thee for the hope oi gimry. To thee, Al- 
mighty Jesus, for the w<dc of righteousness, whidi is peace, 
and for the effect of zighteousaess, which is quietness and 
assurance (nr ever : to thee he oTedasting praise. Amen and 



CHAP. IV. 



It is in virtue of thi« fellowship wilh' Jesu9, khat betievevs 
afe fieety forgiven «U tkmt iniquities. His atimemeBl was 
the work of pur grewt High Priest, whn was made sin for us, 
idihojugh he koew no sin, that ve migbi be made the righ^ 
9ttsness of Grod in him. God is of purer eyes ihan to look 
upon the least iniquity : mi there is a defilement in sin, v^idi 
makes it exceedingly filthy wi abominable in his sight. He 
»h#wed his utter abhornfence of it by ^Establishing in the (Nd 
'Teitament $ucb an abundance q{ legal pollutions, as might 
ejdiibit to sense the defiling nature of sin, and might keep it 
ever before their eyes, and fre$h iipon their minds. And by 
mtkingitii^ceaaarir, thai «b« nvoiahtppeia tibmid ha pniifiad 
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from these pollutions, and by establishing the means of their 
purification, and by forbidding every other, he would lead them 
to exercise faith in the great purifier,. whose office it was to 
purge their consciences, before they could offer unto the Lord 
an offering in righteousness. And it was a fixed law — That 
if any one legally unclean neglected or refused the appointed 
means of being cleansed, he was to bear his iniquity : for an 
unpardoned sinner can have no communion with a most holy 
God. 

* Unto the pure all things are pure ; but unto them that are 
defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure, but even their mind 
and conscience is defiled.' The mind is the fountain from 
whence all the streams flow. Out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, &c. these are the things which 
defile the man. An enlightened conscience is made sensible 
pf this, and feels the necessity of being purified from all 
filthiness. of flesh and spirit, in order to approach God, and to 
have boldness and access with confidence to the throne of 
grace. His meditations at such times are like these : 

The more I know of myself, the more I am led to loath 
myself, and to repent in dust and ashes : for I am a sinner, 
filthy and abominable altogether. By nature as vile as sin 
can render a fallen creature, and daily polluting myself in 
heart and life with fresh impurities. I have no means of 
cleansing myself: no hope, that any thing in the creation can 
do it for me. Deep in my very constitution the stain remains. 
And I am forced to be crying oiit— Unclean, unclean. My 
case would be quite desperate, if God himself had not provi- 
ded a remedy, the report of which has come to mine ears in 
the gospel. . it is blessed news. I welcome it to mine heart : 
that God has opened a fountain, which cleanseth from all sin. 
He has recommended it to me, as having infinite virtue and 
everlasting efficacy to cleanse. And I have a command from 
heaven, vile and filthy as I am, to make use of ii : for thus it 
is written — * In that day there shall be a fountain opened to 
the house of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for 
sin and for uncleanness.' When the Holy Spirit enables the 
sinner to believe the report, and to mix faith with it, then he 
has a warrant thus, to pray — * Purge me with hyssop, and I 
shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow — 
Hide thy face from my sins» and blot out all mine iniquities- 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me.' And the Lord hears aiid answers the prayer in 
these words — * I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
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shall be clean; from all your filthiness and from all yonr jdoh 
will I cleanse you ; a new heart also will I give you, and a 
new spirit will I put within you, and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of 
flesh : and I will put my Spirit within you, and I will cause 
you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments 
and do them : I will also sdve you from all uncleanness.' 
The sacrifices from the beginning preached this blessed doc- 
trine : their blood could sanctify by divine appointment to the 
urifying of the flesh : how much more shall the blood of 
Jhrist, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
spot to God, purify the conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God. Blessed, for ever blessed be his grace, who by 
this offering hath opened a fountain for sin and for unclean- 
iaess, in which the most polluted may wash and be clean : for 
Christ so loved the church as to give himself for it, that he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word : that he might present it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot or wrinkle, or ahy such thing, but that it might 
be holy and without blemish : for his blood has infinite rirtue 
to purify the foulest sinner, even so to cleanse him, that he 
may be perfect for ever : and the great use of faith is to receive 
it, and to apply it, even as God himself has recommended it, 
and it has lost none of its virtue. To this very day, it puri- 
fies as perfectly as ever it did, and believers now in life, and 
in the hour of death, feel its divine efficacy, as truly as the 
martyred Stephen did. I find a dying Cnristian thus pro- 
^daiming his faith and hope in it, when heart and flesh were 
failing him. * Am not I, my friends, a monument of God's 
rich, free grace, of his boundless K)ve and mercy in Christ? 
most extensive is the efficacy of his precious blood; for it 
has reached to me, one of the vilest of sinners : O here is 
boundless goodness, unfathomable love : this blood has washed 
clean my soul, the seat of defilement, that was as black as 
hell ; purified my conscience, that was darker than the grave, 
and made it brighter than the light; in a wbrd, this blood 
will make me, who was vile, most vile, a child of hell, an heii 
of wrath, holy before God, and fit to liveivith God, and the 
Lamb, with angels, arid the Spirits of good men made perfect, 
to all eternity, and in a few minutes hiy soul shall be made 
perfect also. O blessed, for evfer blessed be God my Saviour 
eternal praises be tendered unto thee.' This is true faith, and 
high honour put upon the blood of Jesus, to seal Gbd's test:- ' 
mony concerning it. He hath set forth Jesus " Chrisr to be a 
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propitiation through faith in his blood. Trusting to it, the 
foulest sins are washed as white as snow, and crimson sins as 
the purest wool. So the Beloved says to his church — * Behold, 
thou art fair, my love : behold thou art all fair, there is no 
spot in thee : thou art all glorious within.' No angel can be 
whiter or purer, or stand more accepted before God than he 
does who is washed in the blood of the Lamb. O blessed 
man who hast obtained redemption by it ! thou art commanded 
to enter with boldness into the holiest by the blood of Jesus — 
the way is opened : thou art called to draw near with a true 
heart, in full assurance of faith, having thy heart sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and thy body washed with pure water, 
that thou mayest hold the profession of thy faith without 
■wavering, as that great multitude did, who washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb; they are now 
crying with a loud* voice, 'Salvation to our God who.sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto iho Lamb for ever.* They triumph 
indeed ; and so mayest thou. Thou hast the same reason as 
they have. The same fountain, which washes their robes, 
cleanses thine. The same promises that it will, and thou 
i»halt>sland'before'God without spot of sin unto eternal salva- 
tion, as perfect as they. Jesus is thy Saviour, as truly as he 
is their« : even to-day, thy conscience purged from guilt, and 
thy heart purified by faith, thou mayest enter within the vail, 
and make eweet melody in thy heart unto the Lord ihy God. 
Our elder brethren round his throne are employed in the same 
delightful -work: we do it here as well as we can : they in 
heaven, and we on 'earth. The same subject in the church 
below, as well as above, and the same employment. We try 
to sing the'praises of the worthy slaughtered Lamb in as high 
'a note as they do. And when we fail we try again, praying 
the Holy Spirit to enable us to keep in tune with them, that 
our songs may be daily more spiritual and heavenly. A poet 
of our own, feeling something of this harmony, would have 
«s to celebrate the triumphs of the Lamb of Grod in these words : 

There \» a foantaio fill'd wkfa^ blood, 

Drawn from Immanuers ▼eins, 
And dinners plang'd beneath that flood, 

Lose all their guilty stains. 

The dying thief rejMc'd to see 

That fountain in his day ; 
And there have I, as vile ai he, 

Wash'd all my sins away 
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Dear dying Lamb, thy precioua blood 

Shall never lose its power. 
Till all the ransom'd chorch of God 

Be sav'd to sin no more. 

E'er since b^ faith I saw the stream 

Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Redeeming love has been my theme, 

And shall be till I die. 

Then in a nobler sweeter song 

ni sin^ thy power to save, 
When this poor lisping stammering tongne 

Lies silent in the grave. 

The song of heaven is upon this same subject The Holy 
Ghost has taught us the very words of their divine hymn, and 
what is the harmony of aJl the redeemed round the throne 
with ^ne heart and one voice, blessing God and the Liamb : 
that he may tune our hearts to join the chorus^ and fit us now 
to sing in as high a strain as we can, and every day to aim 
higher, till we come to the completion of the heaveniy vision 
thus described by the apostle : — 

* After this 1 beheld, and lo, a great multitude, whom no one 
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their hands : these are they 
who came out of great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb : there- 
fore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and 
night in his temple ; and he that sitteth upon the throne shall 
dwell among them. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat ; for the Lamb, who is in the midst of the throne, shall 
feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters, 
and shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ? and they sung 
with a loud voice, saying — * Salvation to our God, who sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for even' — ^Unto him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 
«nd hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father ; 
o liim be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 



CHAP V. 



The bettever*! triumph over sin in Uafoilt. 

The forgiveness of sins is the grand doctrine of salvation, 
on which peace with God is built. Sin is present with the bo- 
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lierer* bat pardoned. Sin is felt, but ceases to condemn. This 
is the chief difficulty in experience. How the truth of God, 
and his holiness, and his threatenings, and the honour of his 
law can be maintained, and yet he can be faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins. The believer may be often shaken in his 
mind, and troubled with legal fears and workings, if he be not 
so well established by the Spirit, and word of God, as to sub* 
mit in his conscience to God's way of pardoning sin : it was 
always one and the same, contrived and appointed in the ever* 
lasting councils of the blessed Trinity, and revealed upon the 
entrance of sin, viz, that a person in Jehovah would become 
incarnate, and take away sin by the sacrifice of himself. To 
him Moses and ail the prophets give witness, that through his 
name, whosoever belie veth in him shall receive remission of 
sins. The proclamation of grace holds it out most clearly. 
When Moses was permitted to see his glory, the Lord passed 
by before him, and proclaimed, ' The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant m good- 
ness and truth : keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving ini- 
quity and transgresskm and ??n/ Every sacrifice preached 
this same truth visibly, shewing the death which the sinner 
deserved, and the divine method of pardoning it, through faith, 
in the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world : for Jesus 
is the very paschal Lamb who was sacrificed for us : and the 
deliverance which they experienced in Egypt, through the 
sprinkling of his blood, we feel the same in our hearts unto 
this day : through faith they kept the passover and the sprink- 
ling of blood, lest be that destroyed the first-born should touch 
them : through the same faith we keep the same feast, and, 
having found redemption through his blood, even the forgive- 
ness of sins, we live safe out of the reach of the destroyer. 
We know our danger as they did, and we look to the Lamb 
of God for safety. It is the Holy Spirit who convinces both 
of sin and of pardon. His conviction of sin makes an impres- 
sion upon the conscience of its in-finite evil. He stops the 
sinner's mouth, and makes him subscribe to all that is said 
in Scripture of his guilt, and of his danger. Looking at him- 
self under the law, and under sin, which is the transgression 
of the law, he is made to submit to the sentence of condemna* 
tion, and hais nothing of his own to plead in arrest of judgment. 
Thus he is taught to think of the law, as God does, both of it6 
precepts and penalties. He sees infinite justice, and holiness, 
and truth armed against him, and the desert of his sins to be 
everlasting, destruction from the presence of the Lord, which 
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he Jias no power to resist, and no means to escape; When the 
Holy Spirit convinces him of righteousness, and manifests the 
grace of God, in the free forgiveness of his sins, yet still he 
feels the exceeding wickedness of ihem. He loathes and ahhors 
himself as the subject of them, and groans, being burdened 
with the abiding sense of his corruptions. At his very best it 
is — t wretched man, who shall deliver me,' &c. but at the 
same time he can rejoice jn God his Saviour — ^'I thank God 
through Jesus Christ' — He is the propitiation for my sins, and 
I have found peace with God through faith in his blood. Thus 
the Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus. He gives a steadfast faith in 
the atonement of Jesus and settles such a peace in the con- 
science, as answers all charges from sin and from unbelief. 
And hereby he fulfils the proclamation of grace in the New 
Testament, which agrees exactly with the sentiments of the 
Old. When our Lord sent out his apostles to preach the gos- 
pel to every creature, his commission to them runs in these 
words : ' And Jesus said unto them, Thus it is written, and 
thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from- the dead on 
the third day : and that repentance, and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among all nations.' They 
were to warn sinners of their danger, and to call upon thi^n 
to look to Jesus, and to him only^ for salvation). For he, who 
commandeth all men every where to repentj hath exalted 
Jesu£ to be a Prince and! a Saviour, to give repentance unto 
his people, aad forgiveness of their sins. It is a gifl of his 
royal grace. One of the highi honours of his excdtation — that 
he can freely foisgive every iniquity, and trani^ression, and sin, 
be they ever so many, or ever so- great. For Jesu& can take 
away all iniquity, and receive the sinner graciously. Woj says 
Peter, are witnesses of these things : and' so ako is the Ifoiy 
Ghoat ; whom God hath given to them that obey him — ^that 
come at his call in the gospel, and obey it : the Hioly Ghost 
turning them from self to Christ, from sin to righteousness, 
from a life of sense to a life of faith, thereby witnesses their 
time conversion, which is a continual work of his grace in that 
repentance which is not to be repented of; and when he 
aoables them to' glorify God for this mercy he gives great joy 
imd peace in.bel^ving the forgiveness of their sins ; according 
to the commission which our Lord gave to St Paul at his con- 
version ;. * I send thee to the Gentiles^ to open their eyes, and 
to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and 
in iahefitance among them, that are sanettfied bj flath' that i« 
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name, and credited by the power of lus Spirit, then the coi^- 
science is purged from guilt, by that one offering, which per- 
fecteth for ever. Th^ believer in it has a clean heart given 
him. It is sanctified, and made a temple for the worship of 
the trjie God. To this the word witnesses — and the Holy 
Ghost is also a witupss to him, i^at he may now enter with 
boldness into the holiest of all by the blood of Jesus — every 
possible hinderance being removed, he may have access with 
confidence tp the throne of grace — to a Father of mercies, 
loving him and blessing him with all spiritual blessings ii 
Christ Jesus. When, he lives up to these privileges, then he 
feels as, he ought, to do.. His faith, relying steadfastly upon the 
divine promises, and giymg full credit to a faithful God, he has 
a good coiiscienpe gurgeyj.frpm 4ead>\vorks to serve the living 
G,odi 9fld hi? heart consecrated fqr. this service, he may sing of 
pajrdon. ajid peace in as high a note of prajse, and with as much 
spiritual joy, as ever any believer experienced. They had 
much in the Old Testament, w,hen they sung the triumphs of 
the Lamb of God in the twentieth Psalm* The argument of 
which, is thus given us in Bishop Home's Comment, * 1 — 4. 
The church prayeth for. the prosperity of King Messiah, going 
fprth to the battle as her champion and deliverer* For his 
acceptance by the Father, and for the accomplishment of his 
will :—r-5-r—7. She declareth her full assurance of faith, and 
her resolution to trust in him alone, and not in the arm of 
flesh :— 8. She foreseeth the fall of her enemies, and her own. 
exaltaiipn: and. 9. concludeth with a prayer to the God of her 
Strength.' As long as the temple stood, and the service of God 
was regularly carried on in it, the true worshippers had every 
day a solemn commemoration, of that sacrifice, which was to 
put away their sins. They were taught to look to that pre- 
cious blood of Christ, as of^a lamb without blemish and with- 
out spot, \y,hx) verily was foreordained before the foundation ot 
. the world, whom God had set forth in every sacrifice to be the 
greal, prppjtiation and atonement ? through which alone they 
^vere to expect {|ardoii and pea^ce, While the lamb was burn- 
ng on the altar, eye^y morning ^d evening, they celebrated 
nis praises with the choicest irjstruments of music, and with 
the. sweetest voices, rns^^iAg ^l^ inelody in their hearts at the 
same time unto thp Lord. Among other hymns given by 
inspiration of God for this joyful occasion, they used to sing 
the twentieth Psalm, in which they triumphed in the God ot 
theii: saivation, and declared, thw faith and hope in him in fal^ 
concert, aAer this manner — 
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' JehoTah will liear thee in the day of trouble, the nami^ of 
the God of Jacob will defend thee : he will send th^ hely 
from his Sanctuary, and he will strengthen thee out of Sion : 
he will grant thee according to thy heart, and he will fulfil all 
thy purposes : then he shall shout for joy in thy salvation, and 
in tJie name of our God we shall set up our banners, when 
Jehovah shall fulfil all thy requests. Now I have known Je- 
hovah will help the Messiah, his Christ, and will answer him 
from his sanctuary with the mighty power of the right hand 
of Jesus. Some put their trust in chariots, and others in 
horses, but we will cause the name of Jehovah our Alehim 
(the Trinity in covenant) lb be remembered ; they are brought 
down and fallen, but we are risen, and made still to stand 
safe : for the King (Jesus) will put forth his power to save us ; 
he will answer us in the day when we pray unto him.' 

These are the words of the hymn : in which they express 
their faith in the future triumphs of the Lamb of God, and 
their hope in that one offering of his which was to perfect 
them for ever. The Divine appointment, the Divine accep- 
tance, the Divine application of his sacrifice, is the most no- 
ble subject that could be sung upon earth : indeed, it is the 
subject of heaven, and will be the harmony and concert of 
eternity. May the Holy Ghost put our hearts in tune to jom 
in it, and to aaore and to bless the Lamb that was slain, setting 
up our banners as they did, Rom. viii. 31 — 34. conquerors 
over sin and Satan and all their enemies. We have the same 
Jesus to rejoice in, and as good reason as ever believers had, 
to rejoice in him with a fulness of joy. When the heart feels 
as happy as it can be here in God the Saviour, these are some 
of the delightful exercises of faith in his bloOd — 

O, what am I, that such a sinner as I am should be thus 
highly favoured ! A child of wrath, by nature, even as others, 
and by practice — having sinned long with greediness — against 
light and conviction— sinning and sorrowing — sorrowing and 
sinning from year to year — a slave to the lust of the flesh, to * 
the lust of the eyes, and to the pride of life, every moment fit 
and ripe for hell. O what a monument of infinite patience 
and long-suffering — spared from day to day, and at last called 
to the saving knowledge of Jesus. O what exceeding riches 
of. grace are these — ^that the Father would choose me in the 
Beloved, and give him to save me from sin and misery : that 
he would send his Spirit to quicken me, and to enable me to 
believe, that there was mercy in Jesus for me, even for me, 
ind plenteous redemption. What sinner can be more indebted 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THK 'ntlUMVP OP FAITSi 345 

diaii I am, for such miracles of grace ? Glory be to God in 

the highest. My Lord Jesus, the great God and my Saviour, 
gave himself for me, that he might redeem me from all ini- 
q^uity, and might cleanse me from all sin : trusting to hia 
atonement, and to his righteousness, I am led to admire the 
Father's full absolution ; ' Thy sins and thine iniquities I will 
remember no more.' 

Thanks be to him for this unspeakable *gift. He has pro- 
nounced them blessed, and he has caused me to feel some of 
their blessedness, whose iniquities he has forgiven, and whose 
sin he has covered : and therefore I look forward with thank- 
fulness to the great day of redemption, when Jesus will pre- 
sent me to himself holy and without blemish as if I had never 
sinned. In this hope of salvation I triumph before God. 
Now I see the felicity of thy chosen — ^I rejoice in the gladness 
of. thy people — and I glory with thine inheritance. Unto him 
who chose me in his Son — ^unto him, who loved me and 
washed me from my sins in his own blood — ^unto him, who 
gav^ me this faith, and keeps me in it : for this fellowship 
wilii the etemal Three, be eternal praise. Amen. 



CHAP. yi. 

Tbe believer's victory over tiie dominlea of rin. 

Wb hav^ heard from Scripture some of the victories of faith 
over sin in its pollution and in its guilt : but there is still a 
hard warfare to be maintained against its dominion ; for it 
reigneth absolutely in the children of disobedience, and it never 
ceaseth to strive for mastery in the children of God ; who have 
an evil nature still — an old man, who is corrupt according to 
the deceitful lusts, and who is to be put off every day — denied 
in- his deuires — ^mortified in his affections, and crucified in his 
appetites. Thus the commandment runs, * Mortify therefore 
your members which are upon the earth.' And the new man,, 
who is called to this warfare is ordered to make use of Christ's 
fu.ness for promised courage, and strength, and victory : for 
without Christ he can do nothing. Sin is himself— he is a 
body of sin ; and he has not only to fight against himself, but 
also against principalities, and powers, hosts of foes, united 
under the banner of the god of this world, trying all their 
cunning, and all their force to bring the believer back into 
the bondage of corruption : and what he has of his own is ov 
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their side. Hi« worst foe is his indwellingf sin, which has « 
complete hody with all its members and lusts, always enticing 
to something unlawful, and tempting to the commission of it. 
Every faculty is ready to become an instrument of unrighte- 
ousness unto sin. It is an absolute tyrant, who rules hi? 
sl&res with the most cruel rigour, keeping them captive to hia 
will, although nothipg but destruction and misery be in their 
vniys. 

Thus original sin is described in the ninth article of our 
chuifch — It is the fault and corruption of every man born of 
Adam : and, notwithstanding it still remaineth m the regene- 
rate, yet there is a promise of daily and of complete victory over 
the tyrant. Thus it is written, ' Sin? shall not have dominion 
over you, because ye are not under the law, but under grace.' 
Once sin had full dominion, but it is taken away by the Spirit 
of Christ : not entirely destroyed, as to its being, but as to its 
ruling powet: — Dethroned in the judgment, there seen as it is, 
exceedingly sinful, exceeding dangerous — Dethroned m the 
conscience ; the believer no longer under the law, but under 
grace, is freed fr<wn condemiiation — Dethroned i« the will : 
Not my will. Lord, but thine be done — Dethroned in the heart: 
I hate all evil thoughts, but thy law do I love : O what love 
have I unto thy law — Dethroned in the life, crucified with its 
affections and lusts, by the power of the cross of Jesus. It is 
not quite dead, but it is put to a lingering death, kept upon the 
cross, dying daily. And thus the sin, which is pardoned 
through the blood of Christ, is conquered by the arm of Christ, 
as it is written, *He will subdue our iniquities,' and faith in 
his promised help keeps them under, subdues them efi^tually, 
so that they do not reign in the mortal body to obey them in 
the lusts thereof. Take an instance of this triumphant iiatith. 
Whatever the natural man can set his heart upon, or seek his 
happiness in — the lusts of the eyes, or the pride of \ih — 
Moses was enabled by the Spirit of Christ to overcome : * By 
with Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called 
the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to suiier afRic- 
tion with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 
for a season, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater richea 
than the treasures of Egypt : for he had respect unto the re- 
compense of the reward.' What but almighty grace could 
have given hhn such a complete victory ? He gained entire 
dominion over sm, even when it came to tempt him with all 
the pleasures, and riches, and honours of the world. He was 
fnnde strong in faith : Christ ruling in his heart brougbt eveni 
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only lesigned all his temporal advantages for Christ's sake, bul 
what natural men account a great paradox — he chose reproach* 
poverty, misery, rather than give up his interest in Christ 
This is the victory which still Qvercometh the world, even ou^ 
iaiih : for the New Testament furnishes us with such anothei 
instance of Christian heroism in the apostle of the Gentiles. 
Ue'is giving an account of his own experience, and by what 
means he was now no longer under the law, but under grace 
a sinner saved from the sentence of the (broken law, and from 
all hope of being made>righteous by his own personal keeping 
of it — ' I through the law (says he) am dead to the law, that I 
might live unto God,' £pc. Oi^e he was alive without the 
biw, when he thought proudly of his own good life, that con- 
cerning the law he was blameless ; but when the command- 
ment came in the power of the Spirit, then it slew him, and 
killed all his former legal hopes. What he had trusted in 
before for life, he now found to be unto death. And Christ, 
faith in Christ, was the only means by which he saw he could 
live unto God, by his grace and to his glory. By this faith 
he then experienced the power of the crucified and risen 
Jesus : I am in Christ, says he, crucified with him, truly and 
spiritually dead to sin, to self, to the wo^ld, by the virtue oif 
his cross : nevertheless by the same faith in the same Jesus I 
live, the Spirit of life in him has quickened my spirit : he has 
given me a new birth into the spiritual world, and has brought 
me to live upon the fulness of Jesus, as really now by faith, 
as I hope to live upon him by sense in beaveii : ' Yet not I ;' I 
neither had it of myself, nor do I continue it by any act of my 
own, * but Christ iiveth in me :* and although I seem to live 
outwardly like other men, yet * the life which I live in the 
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God,' depending upon 
him every moment for fresh supplies of his Spirit, to keep me 
m union and communion with the Father and ^he Son, and 
thereby he gives me to feel in the heart some of the blessing 
of that love of God in Christ which surpasseth )cnowledge» It 
is this that purifies my soul, ^nd sanctifies inv life : blessed 
for ever blessed be his name, who thus loypd pip, ^d gaY« 
himself for me. 

Such werQ tha heroes of Ghfietianity, They fought the 
Lord's battles, and in the powor of his might they subdued 
sin : they obtained dQW4niP^ ov^r it through faith in Jesus. 
And the same (mh iri th^ s^me Jeeys is still mighty through 
him to obtain 9fi gf^ftt YMQXmx Th^ truth of his promise 
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the faithfulness of the Promiser, the strength of his arm tt 
fulfil his promise : these did not fail Moses nor Paul— never 
()i(i_neyer can fail any believer. Thus speaketh the Lord 
unto them — * Sin shall not have dominion over you* — Shaving 
pardoned it by my blood. I will subdue it by my Spirit : trust 
me, you shall find strong faith an overmatch'for strong sin : 
because it fights in the strength of Jesus, to whom ail things 
are possible, and who must reign till he hath put all enem*iss 
under his feet. And sin and death shall be no more. Say, 
it is a besetting sin, this only gives more employment for faith 
and for the power of Jesus. It may be a sin of constitution 
breaking out into wrath and passion, that the man has nc 
government of himself: but the Spirit of Christ can make 
him a new creature, and can enable him to put off the old 
man with his deeds, and put on the new man, which after God 
is created in righteousness and true holiness. It may be a 
long habit of sin: but is any thing too hard for the Lord? 
Has he not promised — * A new heart will I give you, and I 
will put my Spirit within you, and I will cause you to walk 
in my*^tatutes, and ye shall keep my commandments and 
practise them.' Wherever grace reigns this scripture is ful- 
filled. The armies of the Lord of hosts fight under his ban- 
ner, and no weapon formed against them can prosper — Kept 
by his mighty power they are daily^ more than conquerors, 
marching on triumphant over all opposition: for he enables 
them to hold fast the confidence, and the rejoicing of hope 
firm unto the end. Thus they were commanded to pray— 
• 6rder my steps, O Lord, according to thy word, and let not 
any iniquity have dominion over me.' They looked to his 
word, and to his ami for the right ordering of their steps, be- 
lieving that he would keep the feet of his saints, and sin 
should not have dominion over them, now they were no 
longer under the law, but under the kingdom of his grace. 
The victory which he had promised, they expected, and he 
did put forth his power, according to that good word wherein 
he had caused them to place their trust, they found his grace 
sufiUcient to subdue the tyranny of iniquity; yea, where sin 
had abotinded, grace didi much more abound in daily victory 
over its wiles and assaults. And the power of Christ resting 
upon them they were kept iti this sphrit of prayer. 

O thou God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
me mightily by thy Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may 
dwell in my heart by faith, and I may have his strength to set 
against the power of my sins, nnd mine enemies. For ordeii 
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for coafttge, for perseverance, for victory, for eternal triuiuph, 
I look unto thee for all. Blessed be thy name, that thou hasi 
chosen me to be a soldier, and to fight under the banner oi 
Jesus, I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gio* 
riously. He made all mine enemies his own, and they are now 
under his feet : and I believe according to thy good word, that 
thou wih put them under mine. Thou hast conquered them 
for me, and hast engaged to conquer them in me, and by me. 
It is of thy mere grace, almighty Jesus, that I am enabled to 
deny myself, to take up my cross, and to follow thee in this 
holy war. AH my sufficiency is from the fresii supplies of 
thy Spirit. O grant me them abundantly to the increase ot 
my faith, and to the praise of thy promised help. Cause me 
to depend every moment upon it; let me experience, that 
when I am weakest in myself, I may be inade strongest in the 
Lord. And when I have nothing left me to glory in of mine 
own, th^n my soul may magnify the Lord, and my Spirit may 
rejoice in God my Saviour. Behold, God is my salvation, 1 
will trust and not be afraid, because the Lord Jehovah is my 
strength and my song : he also is become my salvation. To 
his grace and power be all the glory for ever and ever. Amen 
and Amen. 



CHAP. VII. 

The belie7er*s triumph over his troubles. 

After sin id pardoned^ and the pardoned sinner is enabled 
to fight the good fight of faith against it, yet there is another 
enemy assaulting him to the last moment of his life. Fallen 
man is bom to trouble. The man in Christ is so far from be- 
ing exempt, that many are the troubles of the righteous. He 
is, in common with otheirs, liable to pain and poverty, and to 
afflictions of every kind ; he is by his very profession exposed 
to some of the most trying nature — his owning Christ — ^his 
following Christ — his conformity to Christ — ^give ofience, pro- 
voke the malice of wicked men, and the rage of wicked 
spirits ; wave does not follow wave more certainly, than every 
day brings its fresh troubles, and forces the believer tQ seek 
for aids and comforts out of himself. This is a sore fight o« 
afflictions. To bear up under them with any patience, and tc 
reap profit from them is a task above the power of mere man. 
Every little pain stirs up murmuring and impatience, and this 
rebclfidn against God's v*li is the parent of a thousand fretful 
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tempers : and these exercised by sharp sa Jering render tli« 
man truly miserable. If his suffering continue long, increasei 
much, it often drives the poor sinner to despair : and if he ha3 
no Saviour to flee unto, he is sometimes guilty of self-murder, 
and dies in an act of sin, rushing headlong into everlasting 
descructien — the wisdom of m^n, of Cato himself, fumishiog 
»o better reoiedy against the numerous evik of human life. 

To man thus exposed to sufiering, and helpless under it,hia 
suffering remaining as long as sin remains, how necessary 
must be the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ! he has vouch- 
safed to give us his promises of help, suited to every possible 
case of distress. When it his will, that any of his people 
»koukl be Cried, he engages to make the trial of their faith 
much more precious than that of gold, which perisheth. He 
ts with them, present with his divine supports and holy com- 
forts. ' Call upon me (says he) in the day of trouble, I will 
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me : many are the troubles 
9f the righteous, but out of them all the Lord delivereth them.' 
They acknowledge it with gratitude ; * God was our refuge 
and strength, we have found him a very present help ia Ufixir 
ble,* helping »s to bear up under the heaviest {pressures, keep* 
ing his everlasting arms underneath us, as long as we suffe J 
and if the suflferings increase, increasing our faith and patience, 
until they have done their perfect work. 

When through the aids of lus Spirit these promises have 
their full credit, through his inward peace, which he alone can 
give, and which the world cannot take away : when he makes 
the heart to feel happy in God, enjoying tfaq peculiiur supports 
:>f the gospel, and living up to its privileges, then the believer 
finds the apostle's experience to be true — ^ always sanowful, 
yet always rejoicing,' and sometimes with a fulness of joy, 
according to what is written, ^ but now, thus saith the Lord, 
that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, Israel, 
fsar not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by my 
name, thou art mine :^ when thou passest through the waters, 
I will be with thee, and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee : when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt 
itot be burnt, neither shall the flames kindle upon thee : for I 
am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel thy Saviour: 
four not, for I am with thee,' to support, to deliver. This i> 
spoken to the redeemed, who are God's property, and wh^io 
he bought with a great price. What could the Lord God en- 
gage to do for them more, than is here promised, in order tc 
still all th«ir guilty fears, and to quiet all their natural feanu 
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Trasting to the redemption thfut is in the blood of the Lamli, 
they are under his keeping, they go out in his strength to meet 
their trials and their enemies. Jesus is with them, on their 
side ; and therefore believing in him they need not fear any 
suffering. Jehovah is their Alehim, their covenant God in 
Trinity, tkeir sworn allies, engaged by his almighty arm to 
save them from all evil, and to give them all possible good. ' I 
the Lord (says he) do keep thee— I will water thee with the dew 
of heaven every moment — ^lest any hurt thee, I will keep thee 
night and day.' Having such great and exceeding precious 
promises, with what holy courage should the believer look up 
to a faithful God, and what strong consolation should they 
afford him, when he is to go through the fire or through the 
water. He may sing with Jonah, ' I will sacrifice unto thee 
with Ike voice of tfcanksgiviBg — salTation is of the Lord.' 
Or with the triiHimphaQt faith of the three children, who were 
not afraid to go nto the furnace, heated seifen times hottei 
than usual, fully persuaded, that whether they lived or died, 
Jesus would be with them. Threatened with the burning fiery 
furnace, if they refused to worship Nebuchadmezzar's image* 
* They said, O king, we are not c«eful to an8>wer thee in this 
matter: if it be so, our God whom we serve; is able to deliver 
us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us oat 
of thy hand, O king.' And he did, he went with them into 
the fire, and they walked in the irndst of the fiames unhurt* 
The safne Jesus is daily repeating the same miracle. He has 
approved himself in all ages to be the firiend of his afflicted 
people : whatever he sends to them, he smids it with his bless- 
ing. So they testify — ^ We know that all things work together 
for good to them tluit love God.' They know it by his pro* 
mise, and they felt it by experience : it is good for us that we 
have been in trouble : we have gone through many seas and 
storms of affliction, and through the raging fire of persecution, 
not only unhurt, but benefited : for Christ was with us. As 
the suf^ng of Christ abounded, so our consolation abounded 
by Christ : he feels for them, as his members, and has bowels 
of the tendereat eompassioii. In all their affliction he is 
afflicted. He brings in his supports, and comes with his de- 
liverance in the best time. He leaves no acdusation of sin in 
the conscience, but gives and maintains a sweet peace with 
God. O what matter of triumph is it, when this peace rules 
io the heart, always and by all means testifying — * Since God 
is for us, who can be against us ? He that spared not his own 
S^ hot delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 
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faim also freely giye us all things ? Who shall lay any thm j 
to the charge of God's elect ? It is God that justifieth, who is 
he that condemneth ? It is Christ that died, yea, rather that 
is risen again, who is even at the right hand cf God, who also 
maketh intercession for us.' Thanks without ceasing be to 
Jesus, the Lamb that was slain for this complete and eternal 
victory over sin : the apostle carries on his praises, Rom. viii. 
that through Jesus all outward opposition shall fiill before us 
— ^ Who shall separate us from Christ's love to us ; shall tri- 
bulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword ? As it is written, For thy sake we are 
killed all the day long, we are accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter: nay, in all these things we are more than con«* 
querors through him that hath loved us.' His love is in them 
all-^-^ppoints them, sends them, proportions them, and they 
conquer them all in his strength, not only conquer, but are 
more than conquerors: they are great gainers: they gain 
what is i better than all the world, fresh proof of his love, they 
gain experience of it : for they find that nothing can hurt 
them, now he has taken them under his protection. For this 
his divine support we are taught to pray daily, asking it as a 
matter' of mere favour, and expecting it only through the 
grace and intercession of our great High-priest. 

* We humbly beseech thee, O Father, mercifully to look 
upon oar infirmities, and for the giory of thy name turn from 
us all those evils which we most righteously have deserved, 
and grant that in all our troubles we may put our whole trust 
ancl confidence in thy mercy, and evermore serve thee in ho«* 
liness, and pureness of living, to thy honour and glory, 
through our only Mediator and Advocate, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.' 

When this is the prayer of faith, outward trials become 
inwiard mercies : for the Holy Spirit keeps the heart settled 
with its whole trust and confidence upon his promised help ' 
so that if the trials increase, he makes them redound to the 
glory of God. If the outward man be a greater sufierer, evet 
ready to perish, he renews the inward man day by day : he 
brings in abundant grace to sanctify abundaht sufierings: 
whereby he satisfies the hearts of the sufferers, that these light 
afflictions, which are but for a moment, will work for them a 
far more excellent and eternal weight of glory. The hope of 
this keeps them patient and thankful. By the power of the 
Holy Ghost, they know this eternal triumph will be soon. Yet 
a rery, very little whik, they will be favoured with the sight 
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af ikfe Ring In his beauty. They shall sil down with htm in 
his thrbne, and shall reign with him for ever and ever. 

For the farther confirmation of our faith, he has set before 
uS a clbtid of witnesses, who testify with one voice, that he 
sanctified all their troubles, and turned them into covenant 
blessings. So one of them said — ' I will bless the Lord at all 
times ; his praise shall continually be in my mouth ; my 
soul shall make her boast in the Lord ; the humble shall hear 
thereof and be glad : O magnify the Lord with me, and let us 
exalt his name together ; I sought the Lord, and he heard, and 
delivered me from all tny fears. The righteous cry, and the 
Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles.' 
Their very troubles become matter-of triumph. He shut them 
u^ ih the ark, and they were saved, when he drowned the 
world of the ungodly. Peter, speaking from experience, 
says, ' the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of their 
troublie, as he did righteous Lot, when he overthrew Sodom 
and Gomorrah.' The more the Egyptians oppressed his people, 
the more they fiiultiplied and grew. Behold, the bush burned 
with fite, and the bush was not consumed. The fire of perse* 
cution ragdd against the church, but the blood of the martyrs 
WAS fruitful, and increased it both in number and in grace. 
The seed of the wicked have been at enmity with the children 
off the promise from the beginning, but thesd trusted in the 
Captain of their salvation, and he led them on conquering and 
to conquer : * Through faith they subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
qttonehed the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
out 'of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, 
turned to flight the armies of the aliens ; women received their 
dead raised to life again, and others were tortured, not accept- 
ing deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection: 
— ^these and the other worthies mentioned (Hebrews, chap, xi.) 
did wonders through Christ, who strengthened them : they 
loved not their lives unto death, fully {Tersuaded, that when he 
should call them to it, he would be with them, and would en- 
able theih to finish their course with joy. And he did : for 
the^y all obtained a good report throtigh faith, leaving us an 
cx^fnpk to follow the st^ps of their faith, and encouraging us 
to do it with holy boldness, whatever troubles we meet with in 
our way. We may, we ought to rejoice in tribulation : for • 
we have the same Jesus to look unto, the author and the 
finisher of their faith and ours, the same promises of his sup- 
port, the same almighty arm to make them good, and the ^anM 
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QBiaUer of triuni|dl« which tbey experienced, whom he led o»> 
from strength to strength, until every one of them in Sion a|h> 
peared before God. This is the certain heritage of the servants 
of the Lord, aad their righteousness and salvation axe of me, 
siuth the Lord. 

Of the same sentiments were our reformers, which they 
give us in these remarkable words in one of their prayers : 
* 0' God« who art the author of peace, and lover of concord, ia 
knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life, whose service 
is perfect freedom : defend us thy humble servants in all as- 
saults of our enemies, that we surely trusting in defence, may 
not fear the power of any adversaiiie3, through the might oi 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen-' 

And to the same purpose in one of their bomiU^ they thus 
expcess themselves : * Ail correction which God sendeth us ia 
this piasent time, seemeth to have, no joy ond comlbrt, but 
soar QW aodvpain*; yet it bringeth with it a taste of God's mercy 
and goodnesa towards them that be so corrected, and a sure 
hope of Gtod's. eveclastiiig consolaliqn in heaven* If then 
these sorrows, disea3esi, and sicknesses, and also d^ih itself^ 
be nolhii^. else but. our heavenly Father's, rod, whereby he 
certifieth us of his love and gracious. f«ivour» whereby h^ trieth 
and pujrifieth us, whereby he giveth unto us holiness, and cer- 
tifieth us that we be his children^ and he our merciful Father; 
sha[l we not then with all humility, as obedient and loving 
children, joyfully kiss our heavenly Father's rod, and ever say 
m our heants with our Saviour Jesus Christ — Father, if this 
anguish and sorrow which I feel, and. death which I see ap- 
proach, may not pass, but that thy will is that I must suffec 
them, thy vnU 4e doneJ' 

O thou hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in the time of 
trouble, I acknowledge my reluctance to take up thy cross, and 
my weakness in bearing it, hold thou me up by fresh supplies 
of thy Spirit, that I may be safe. Let thv strength be perfected 
in my weakness. Thy promises of help are exceeding great : 
throutgh thee I do believe the truth of them, and I pray for 
grace to* moke a right use of them. Enable me in patience to 
p«MBsess my soul, that when it is thy will to try my faitj^i, I may 
live up to my privileges, and may find it better to suffer with 
Chiisi than to r«igii with the world, Lord, thou, hast 
shewed this favour to Moses, and thou hast don0 more thap. 
this — Thou hast made thy witnesses glorify thee in the fires 
— they have marched on fighting thy battles against hosts ol. 
foes« and they did not account their lives dear to tliemselvf s 
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80 they: might finish their course with joy, and die in fatthi 

blessing and praising thy holy name. thou faithful God^ 
thou axt the same to us now, as thou wast to them. Lead me 
on then in thy strength, trusting in thy word, and leaning or 
thine arm. Thou hast promised thy flock, and I hope I am 
one of them — ' My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and they follow me, and 1 give unto them eternal life, and they 
shall nevex perish, neither shall any pluck them out of m 
hand;' thou good Shepherd, let me trust in thy love, ana 
feel thy su{^rts% that whatever lies before me to be done oi 
suSered, I may. be enabled to do it, and to si^ffer it by the con* 
tinual. supplies of thy Spirit. And by his influence help me 
to persevere, till I win the prize of my high calling, and be 
admitted to join that great company, whom no one can number, 
who stand before the throne of God and the Lamb, clothed 
with, white robes^ and palms in their hands : these are they 
who come out of g^eat tribulation, and have washed, their 
iabes,,and made them white in the blood of the Lamb : these- 
fore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and 
night inr his temple, and he that sitteth upon the throne shall 
dwell. among them,: they shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
^ay moroi neither, shall the sun smite them, nor any heat : fo. 
the Lamb who is in the midst, of the throne shall feed them^ 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of wateo: and Goc 
shall wipe a;way all tears from their eyes* my Jesus^ I bles:^ 
thee for this. most glorious prospect; it is of thy mere grace 
that Lam in any measure enabled to join that great company : 
Lt isi entirely of thy special favour, that I have any good hope 
to come to their glory : for this, and for all thy mercies, to 
thee with the Father, and the eternal Spirit, the three in one 
Jehovah, I giive honour, and glocy, and thanks* to*day» and 1 
hope to do it without ceasing for eiier and ereir. Amen and 
Amen. 



CHAP VHI. 

Tll« tellever*s triumph over the inflnnitin of old' age. 

It i& appointed unto all men, once to die» The time is fixed 
by an ImmAitable decree. The days of our yeairs ase three* 
score years and ten, and if by reason of str^igth they be fous 
score years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow : for it m 
soon cut ofi*, and we flee away. If some be permitted to live 
ioJ^U yet, the infirmities of eld age ni»at arrii^, bringing wiih 
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them labour and sorrow, the forenintters of death. Circulation 
will become languid. The senses of the body will grow 
dull and heavy. The faculties of the mind will be impaired, 
and will discover it by not remembering proper names. ^ In this 
decline of life belierers are subject to the same infirmities with 
other men : they have no exemption from pain, or sickness, or 
death : but they have that which keeps up their spirits, tnd 
makes them patient and joyful. The consolations of Gt>d aie 
then most needed, and he has promised them, and he is faith- 
ful : he never failed them, who trusted in him. He has suited 
his promises to ail the infirmities of age. He knows our frame 
perfectly, and has described it with an unerring pen, (Eccle- 
siastes, chap, xii.) that when we feel the signs uf old age, we 
may apply to him for grace to profit by them. The symptoms 
-here giren are infallibly true and just, and are as so many 
monitors, warning the man, that the vigour of life is declining, 
■ad that the body is returning to the earth from whence it 
came. Happy is he who takes this warning, and remembers 
his Creator in the days of his youth, before the wearisome day* 
come, of weakness and pain. He has fled to Jesus for refuge 
— and finds and experiences what he has engaged to do for his 
people, when heart and flesh begin to fail them. Blessed be 
his grace for the abundant provision which he has made for 
their faith and patience : he says to them, * I will be with you, 
I will never leave you nor forsake you : so that 3rou may 
boldly say. The Lord is our helper, and we need not fear what 
the infirmities of age can do unto us.' One of them, the 
Christian hero, thus encouraged himself in the Lord his God 
— * Thott art my hope^ O Lord God, thou art my trust even 
from my youth : by thee have I been holden up from the womb : 
thou art he that took me^out of my mothW's bowels : my praise 
shall ibe contino«tty« of thee— I a«w a' wonder unto many, but 
thou art my strong refuge.' This was his trust : and God did 
not forsake him. He remembered his word unto his servant, 
wherein he had caused him to depend. There failed not 
aught of any good thing, which the Lord had spoken unto 
him. O what great encouragement have cjeiievers to follow 
the steps of this faith ! for his God is their God, the same 
yesterday, to*day, and for ever, to young and old, who put 
their trust in him; His promise to the Israel of God cannot 
be broken. Thus he pledges his word 'of truth to them, giving 
them a warrant to jM-ay unto him: * my mouth shall be filled 
with thv praise, and with thv honour, all the day long : for 
tboa wilt not cast me ofiT in the time of old age, thou wilt not 
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forsake me, when my strength faileth.' To this prayer the 
Lord inclined his ear, and vouchsafed this gracious answer, 
Hearken unto me, O house of Jacoh, and all the remnant of 
the house of Israel, which are home hy me from the belly, 
which are carried from the womb, and even to your old age, 1 
am he, and even to hoary hairs I will carry you, I have made 
and I will bear you, even I will carry and I will deliver you/ 
These are some of his rich cordials for \he aged : he provided 
tliem in his love, and he is sensibly touched with the feelings 
of their infirmities in administering them : for he himself took 
our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses. His compassions 
bind him to comfort and relieve • his old disciples : and when 
they apply to him in time of need, he is ever present to grant 
them his promised help : yea, so suited to their case, as to 
make them grow in grace, as they grow in years. They luring 
forth fruit in their old age, the rich fruit of humility, and the 
ripe fruit of thankfulness ; fruit that endureth unto everlasting 
life. We have a happy instance of this in God's goodness to an 
ancient believer, who lived to be a hundred and seventy-five 
years old. He was the friend of God, who had blessed Abra- 
ham through life, and that in all things, and who even to 
hoary hairs loaded him with blessings. For God had pro- 
mised him, ' Thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace, thou shalt 
be buried in a good old age ;' and the sacred historian, relating 
the fulfilling of the promise, says, * he gave up the ghost, ana 
died in a good old age, an old man, and full of year?, and was 
gathered to his people.' His old age was good, in 'K>dy and 
soul. Whatever infirmities he had, they were intended for 
good, and actually did him good. He was a very cheerful 
pleasant old man. The peace of his mind had a sweet influ- 
ence on his temper and behaviour. It kept him from being 
fretful and peevish in his family. He was loving to his chil- 
dren, and kind to his servants : God himself being witness. 
He was also happy in his last years ; for he spent them in 
faith, and when they came to an end, he died in peace : with 
his last breath he committed his spirit into the hands of him 
who had redeemed it, full of years : it is in the original one 
word — h'* was satisfied : so it is rendered, Ps. xvii, 15. ' As 
for me 1 shall behold thy face in righteousness : I shall be 
satisfied, when I awake up after thy likeness :' he was satis- 
fied with what he had enjoyed of the favour and friendship of 
his God : who had been his shield to defend him from all sins 
and enemies, and also had promised to be his exceeding great 
rpward : this he obtained, when he was gathered to his people 
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to the general assembly and church of the firdt-bcrn, and to tbe 
most blissful communion of the three in Jehovah. All the 
children of faithful Abraham, treading in the ste^ of his faiih, 
have the same God to deal with, who keepeth promise for 
ever. It is recorded of Isaac, the heir of the same promise 
with his father, that he died in the same faith, an old man. 
He was tried with many infirmities, but we read of no com- 
plaints, though he was a hundred and eighty years of age. 
He expired in praise and thankfulness, satisfied with life, and 
happy in the prospect beyond death. And his son Jacob, a 
hundred and forty-seven years old, when he was dying, de- 
clared that he had waited for the salvation of God : waiting 
•faith is strong faith : and after he had blessed his children, 
and had given commandment concerning his bones, he quietly, 
as if he had been going to sleep, gathered up his feet into the 
bed, and died in peace, an old man, and satisfied. All these 
lived in the world, strangers and pilgrims, looking for a city 
that hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God : and 
they were not disappointed of their hope, they all died in faith 
— in an act of faith, and were gathered to their people, to the 
general assembly and church of the first-born. When they 
came 'to the end of their faith, they came to heaven. The 
moment they expired, they entered the city. Which God had 
prepared for them: and their bodies, sleeping in the dust, are 
4n the covenant of life, and shall be raised and glorified in the 
morning of the resurrection: for our Lord proves that the 
' dead shall rise from this very circumstance : he says to the 
Jews — *Have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the 
•bush 'God spake unto him saying, I am the God of Abraham, 
«ind the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob: he is not the 
-God of the dead, bt)t the God of the living.* In this faith the 
patriarchs died: 'being children- of the resurrection, they left 
their bodies in the hand and care of a covenant God, well m- 
sured that he would raise them up to glory and life everlast- 
ing, according to that good word wherein he had caused them 
to put their trust. 

These examples of the loving-kindness of GikI to his aged 
servants were recorded for our learning; that believers, if 
'God by his providence should bring them to 'old age, might 
be encouraged to trust in the ^ God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, with such a confidence of their hearts, as not to doubt 
of the divine truth, or of the divine power. Whatever he was 
to them, he is the same to us — Our Grod as well as theirs — 
Our covenant God engaged to glorify both body and soul : on 
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^h :m we are commanded to cast all our cares and concerns 
m extreme old age. If what is of nature be failing, what is 
?f grace cannot. If the life of sense be dying, the life of faith 
should flourish the more. It is a life that cannot die ; for the 
branches thrive Bind bring forth fruit in their old age, not ol 
themselves, but because they are ingrafted into the heavenly 
Vine, in which they live for ever. * I am the vine (says Jesus,) 
ye are the branches ; he that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit : fbr without me ye can do 
nothing.' But through my Spirit strengthening you, he will 
make you bud and flourish, and fill the face of the world with 
fruit. He will so fill you with the fruits of righteousness, 
which are through Christ Jesus, to the glory and praise of God, 
that your last days shall be your best days. 

In this view of old age, it may become a favourable time for 
exercising and improving faith ; because the activity of the 
life of sense is abating, and thereby many things are removed, 
which before obstructed the growth of the spiritual life. Now 
is the time to learn to walk by faith, and not by sense. A 
believer young in years, and young in experience, is often 
tempted to judge of hitnself'by his feelings, more than by the 
word of God. In a good frame he is a good believer. Then 
all is well with him. But Avhen he is walking in darkness, he 
is very apt to question his state — ^If all be right with me, why 
am I thus ? — my present frame is very dull and uncomfortable 
— ^I am not so lively as I used to be in prayer, or in ordi- 
nances — my delight in God, and the things of God, is far 
short of what it was formerly — ^perhaps I have been deceiving 
myself, and crying, Peace, peace, when there was no peace 
for me. 

From this temptation age itself is a sort of deliverance ; 
self-activity is weakened, and thereby, through grace, self- 
dependance. The believer, if he be a good scholar, will now 
learn to walk more by faith, and less by sight. The vigour 
of his senses is decaying. The high spirits of youth are 
abating. His present lesson is very plain and simple, and 
while he attends to what is passing in him, and about him, he 
has a thousand monitors, calling upon him now to learn and 
practice a perfect dependance on those things which are 
always one and the same, without any variableness, or the 
least shadow of turning. One record of God. One Saviour. 
One 'Spirit. One faith, of which the Saviour is the author 
and the finisher. This faith iarmade to grow and flourish, as 
«befe is 'less dependance on other things; and as age itscli 
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tends to weaken this dependance, it becomes, in the hand of 
the Holy Spirit, a favourable time to live less upon the things 
which are seen, and more upon the things that are not seen. 
Less of sense, more of faith. One scale rises as the other 
falls, the outward man dying, the inward man grows more 
lively — ^yea, grows up into Christ Jesus, and that in all thinga 

blessed old man — thou hast lived to a good time, when this 
is thy experience : when in the prayer of faith thou canst cast 
all thy burdens on thy Saviour; * Lord, keep me, a poor help- 
less creature — Now I feel that of myself I can do nothing as 

1 ought, or as I wish to do — ^glorify thy grace in me, and 
strengthen me mightily by thy Spirit in the inner man, that I 
may bless thee for thy salvation, and for the things which ac- 
company salvation — ^into thy faithful hands, for life and death, 
I commit myself, and all my concerns ; for thou hast redeemed 
me, Lord, thou God of truth,' 

But it must be remembered, that old age does not produce 
these happy effects of itself. It is not of nature, but entirely 
of grace, that any one is able to gain such spiritual profit from 
bodily infirmities. The mere natural man, fortify him with 
all his boasted aids of reason and philosophy, yet he cannot 
help murmuring, when age brings weakness, and sickness 
brings pains. He becomes peevish and fretful. Having no 
friendship with God, he cannot look up for divine supports, 
when all human begin to fail him. Under a severe fit of the 
stone, or a long fit of the gout, he is often out of all patience. 
[Jneasy in himself, he is out of humour with every body and 
every thing. How different is the believer in the same cir- 
cumstances ! His body feels pain as others do : but his mind 
is comfortable, and at ease. Happy in God, he has patience 
given him to bear his sufferings, and grace to profit from them ; 
yea, the peace. of God rules in his heart always, and by all 
means. 

An old man with this peace, which surpasseth all under- 
standing* ruling in his heart, will be so far from complaining, 
that he has every thing to be thankful for, which can render 
l;]^im, blessed of the Lord. He is provided with an infallible 
antidote against all that old age can try him with. — L is true, 
I have an infirm body, but, thank God, I have a sounv mind : 
age has brought upon me great weakness, but this makes 
more room for the power of God, that it may be perfected in 
my weakness. I have many pains, but not so many as he has 
comforts to give me : in the worst of them he keeps me patient, 
• -Father, thy will be done. I have an afflicted body, but I 
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ha? c a bftfypy beart : although the outward man be perishing, 
yet I faint not, because the inward is renewed day by day — 
My supports are great, the consolations of God not a few — I 
feel the symptoms of old age warning me daily of my ap- 
proaching dissolution, through grace I take the warning — they 
iind me living, and I hope they will find me dying, in the 
faith of the Son of God. The earthly tabernacle is taking 
c'own ; but he does it with much tenderness and love, and as- 
&uros me, that he has prepared for me a house not made with 
handS) eternal in the heavens. May he who keeps it for me, 
«nd me for it, never leave me nor forsake me, till I be with him, 
where he is, and be like him, and enjoy him for ever and ever. 
Vet a very, very little while — hold on faith and patience, and I 
shall see Jesus in his glory, which is the heaven of heavens, 
thou merciful and faithful high-priest, Jesus Christ, I 
bless thee for thy kind promises to the aged. Thou hast 
suited them in great mercy to all their infirmities, and thou art 
always with them to help in time of need, t begin to feel the 
sad effects of sin in my body, weakening it, and tending to 
bring it down to its appointedi end. To thee I look, almighty 
Jesifs, for thy promised grace. O grant me constant supplies 
of thy Spirit, that I may profit by my infirmities, may exer* 
cise and impfove my faith in thee, that they may keep me 
bumble, and I may pray more in Jj/th ; and keep me thankful, 
thaft I may be more in praise, lupine arm is not shortened, 
nor can Uiy compassions ^ail. Stand by me then, and hold 
me up according to thy word. Make me strong in thy 
strength, that I may daily put more honour upon thy love ana 
thy power. la tie decline o( life, let me not doubt of thy 
fnithfulness to su]^port, and when thou see^t it best to comfort 
me. Veijchsafe me the consolations of* God ; when my heart 
and my flesh fail me, then be thou the strength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever. When I am weakest in myself, then 
make me strongest in the Lord : and if it be thy holy will, that 
I should become quite helpless, an infant again, make me to 
lie quiet in thy hand, without murmuring' or repining, but be- 
lieving that thou art all my salvation^ and enjoying in thee all 
SO}' desire. Grant me this, Lord Jesus : fbr thy mercies* sake, 
I«l me die in faith. Amen and Amen. 



CUAP, IX. 

The b«liever*8 triumph over de'ML 

Man consists of two parts, a bod^ and a soul. The bodily 
lile is dependaat on the light and air of this workl^ aiid oq ttw 
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circuiation, which they maintain and cany on. When this 
connexion is hroken, the body expires, it loses all sense and 
motion, and is dead. So the life of the soul is dependant on 
the light and air of the spiritual world. Jehovah in trinity is 
the Creator, the only fountain of being, and there can be 
nothing independent of him : Christ is the light, and the Holy 
Spirit is the breath or air of all spiritual life, and when this 
connexion is broken, although the soul may exist, yet its hap- 
piness in God is broken, and at an end. Sin, that great mur- 
derer sin, brought death upon body and soul : * For as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:^ and we read, 
the soul that sinneth it shall die, sin separating it from its 
communion with the Father of spirits. In the moment that 
Adam sinned, the spiritual death took place : for he had lost 
the Spirit of life, and was dead in trespasses and sins : and 
that same moment his body became mortal, although he lived 
nine hundred years after. Thus we have sin, and death, and 
misery, entailed upon all his descendants, from the first Adam, 
who is of the earth, earthy. O how precious to a sinner in 
diese circumstances should be the second Adam, the Lord 
from heaven, who stands at the head of the spiritual world, 
that he may give his righteousness, and his life, and his hap- 
piness to all that believe in him ! He comes Jehovah of hosts 
in our nature, as our champion to fight our battles, and to 
conquer all our foes. Immanuel was made sin for us, and he 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, when the Lord 
laid upon him the iniquity of us all, and was buried and rose 
again the third day according to the Scriptures. We read 
therein of his noble challenge to death and the grave : * I will 
ransom my people from the power of the grave, I will redeem 
diem from death — O death, I will be thy plagues — O grave, I 
will be thy destruction, repentance shall be hid from mine 
eyes. It was the Captain of our salvation, the Lord of hosts 
is his name, who purposed this in the everlasting councils, 
and in due time fulfilled it by his almighty power. ' Because 
the children were partakers of flesh and blood, he also him- 
self likewise took part of the same, that through death he 
might destroy him who had the power of death, that is the 
devil, and might deliver them, who through fear of death were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage.' O what infinite conde- 
Bcension is this ! what love, surpassing all knowledge ! The 
most high God is manifest in the flesh, that as God in our na* 
tore, he might be our surety to act and suffer for us men, nnd 
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£ar our salvation. Accordingly he takes onr sins upon him 
self, bears the guilt and punishment of them in his own body 
and soul upon the tree, gives his own life a ransom for ours, 
that by his death he might live. He was buried, but he rosr 
again the third day, having loosed the bonds of death, because 
it was not possible that he should be holden of it. In this 
conflict with death and the grave, repentance was hid from his 
eyes. He knew what he was to go through, more than any 
of us can conceive of pain and agony, yet he would not change 
his purpose of grace, although he was to become obedient unto 
death, the most tormenting, the most shameful, even the death 
of the cross. His enemies having brought him to the grave, 
and sealed the sepulchre, seemed then to have him in their 
power. So they thought : but here Jesus made his complete 
and eternal triumph. By his resurrection he swallowed up 
death in victory : for he did not rise as a private person, but 
as the first-fruits of the dead, drawing the joyful harvest after 
him: the Lord is risen indeed, the Head of the body the 
church, and has the power of an endless life to quicken all his 
members. In which most glorious prospect, the apostle, 
quoting the passage above mentioned, breaks out into these 
raptures of joy, seeing all his enemies vanquished, and 
nothing but bliss and glory before him — * O death, where is 
thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ? The sting of 
death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.* The law 
armed death with its sting, as the just wages of the trans- 
gression of the law : but Jesus our surety magnified the law, by 
his holy life, in all its precepts, and by his death in all its pe- 
nalties. He died for our sins, and by his rising from the dead, 
he demonstrated that he had taken out its sting, and had dis- 
armed it of its power to hurt : nay, had done much more — he 
had changed death unto life. * I am the resurrection and the 
life (saith the Lord ;) he that belie veth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live ; and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me, shall never die.' By faith iii him we share in the triumph 
and glory of his resurrection, and have a new song put into 
our mouths, with which we may make the sweetest melody in 
our hearts, even when our breath is failing us : * Thanks be to 
God, who giveth us the victory, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.' 

These are Scripture views of the almighty Jesus. Out ol 
his infinite compassion he undertook to save his people fiom 
sin and death, the works of the devil ; and he has done it. It 
» finished* He has put away sin by his sacrifice, and h« 
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completed hid conquest of death by his resunectibtt ; and hm 
had witnesses of these gospel truths in all ages, whom he sent 
to preach repentance, and remission of sins, in bis name. 
When it is the good pleasure of his own will to accompany 
the message with power from on high, then he blesses it by 
making it the ministration of righteousness and of life : as it 
is written, * Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my 
word, and believeth in him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed from death 
unto life,' already. The Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
freed the believer from the law of sin and of death, and has 
also created in him a new life : he has given him a new birth 
unto the spiritual world, and spiritual senses te fit him for 
spiritual enjoyments : for he is actually passed from death 
unto life. By the Holy Spirit as the agent, and by faith as 
the instrument, he is made a child of God, united to Christ, 
one with him, interested in him, and so closely joined to him, 
as the members are to the head, as to be a read partaker of all 
that he did upon earth, and of all that he is now doing for his 
redeemed in heaven. He has a good warrant, for he is not 
only permitted, but also commanded, to apply to himself all the 
privilege and blessings^ which are contained in this large 
charter of grace. ' Ye are ccmiplete in Christ, who is the 
head of all principality and power : in whom also ye are cii^ 
cumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in put- 
ting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision 
of Christ, buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are 
risen with him, through the faith of the operation of God, 
who hath raised him from the dead : and you being dead in 
your sins, and the uncircumcision of your nesh hath he quick- 
ened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 
blotting out the hand*writing of ordinances, that was against 
us, which was contrary to us ; and he took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his cross, and having spoiled principalities and 
powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing orer 
them in thai same cross.' In this view of the al nighty Con- 
queror of all our enemies^ and of his enabling us also by faith 
to come after him, conquering and to conquer, what thanks 
and prakes should be given unto him ! there is no possible 
evil, but he has removed it from us — and no possible good, but 
he has obtained the right, and gives; thef possession. We are 
complete in him, our head— completely circumcised in heart 
by his circumcision^ so as to pjiioflf the body of sin ; and risen 
indeed with him by the faith of his own operation : through 
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#liich w© hav« the first resurrection from the grave of sin, an^ 
shall have the resurrection of the body from the grave of death. 
He now gives the first as a sure earnest of the second. He 
raises us from the grave of sin, and quickens us to newness ol 
^ife^ and thereby gives us a lively hope, that we shall one day 
be with him and like him. In this hope the redeemed of the 
Lord have thus expressed their joys — * We will rejoice in thy 
salvation, and in the name of our God we will set up our ban- 
ners,' in defiance of all our enemies — we need not fear sin, 
nor Satan, nor death, nor hell. Our Redeemer is strong, tho 
Lord of hosts is his name. He for us laen, and for our salva- 
tion, was manifested to destroy the works of the devil. And 
he has destroyed them. He died for our sins, and rose again 
for our justification. His victory was complete, and in him 
we conquer. We come after him only to gather up the spoils 
of his triumph. Through faith in him the sting of death is 
taken out of the conscience, and thereby the fear of it out of 
the heart. A believer ought to say, and when he is in his 
right mind he does say, with joy and gratitude — * The Lord 
is my light and my salvation, what then shall I fear? the Lord 
is the strength of my life, of whom then shall I be afraid? 
Yea, though 1 walk through the valley and shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil — ^I need not fear any— because thou my Lord 
and Saviour hast promised to be with me ; thy rod and thy 
stafiT, they shall comfort me.' What an infallible antidote has 
our Jesus here provided against all guilty fears, and against 
all natural fears? These promises to his dying followers 
cannot fail. He who made them is almighty to fulfil them ; 
and almighty to enable us to believe, that he will both support 
and comfort. Jesus, wonderful in his person, wonderful in all 
his works and ways — ^he has changed the very nature of death : 
he has turned it into life. Whosoever belie veth in him shall 
never die, but is passed already from death unto life. The 
Holy Spirit has put him into present possession of a life laid 
up with Christ, out of the reach of death : so that when his 
body expires, it falls asleep in the Lord, and his spirit enters 
upon an eternal triumph of life and glory, among the spirits 
of just men made perfect. 

O what a deliverance is this from the bondage of sin, and 
errors of the grave ! It is the peculiar blessedness of be- 
lievers in Jesus : for the natural man cannot but fear death, 
and look upon it as his enemy. He has no prospects, but what 
are bounded by time. His whole happiness is in the present 
ir^rld, anci in the enjoyment of what he calls the bleesingB oi 
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it. He was laying fine plans, and hoping to live to exeeulQ 
them — ^heaping up riches — ^living in the unrestrained liberty 
of sensual enjoyments — ^murdering his time — ^misspending his 
ulents — without any concern about eternal things — when, lo, 
an enemy comes, and puts an end to all his schemes. He 
dies. Perhaps he may be a sceptic, doubting of the certainty 
of a future state : he may wish there was none, but he can 
have no evidence; and if he continue to wish it, even to the 
last, what a scene will open, when he meets a just and an 
angry God ! He may be a materialist, and please him sell 
with fancying, that what we call his sou), will vanish at h\s 
death into soft air : but the God of truth says, that when the 
dust shall return to the earth, as it was, the spirit shall return 
to God who gave it : and in the morning of the resurrection 
Christ will reanimate the dust, and body and soul shall be uni- 
ted to live for ever. He may be one of the careless, quite un- 
prepared ; but when the messenger arrests him, he must go 
with him, and that in a moment. Perhaps he may be a moral- 
ist, trusting to his own goodness : he may fortify himself 
with arguments taken from Seneca ; but these will furnish him 
with no armour, proof against the guilt of sin, or the sting of 
death. He may seek aids from philosophy, falsely so called ; 
but its votaries, professing themselves to be wise, in the hour 
of death found that they were fools. Every human help has 
failed, when most wanted. * But blessed is he, who hath the 
God of Jacob for his help, and whose hope is in the Lord his 
God, who made heaven and earth, and all that therein is, who 
keepeth his promise for ever.* Here is the Christian's never- 
failing support. God, even his covenant God, has promised 
to be with hun, and to be his Saviour in death. God Jesus, 
almighty to keep his promise for ever, is his one hope, living 
and dying : and he is his gain both in life and death. If he 
has won Christ, he has lived to a blessed time ; and, whenever 
he dies, Christ will make death his friend, and wiU reconcile 
him to his going to the Lord, which is best of all. To look 
upon death as an enemy, to fear it as if it could take from us 
any thing worth keeping, or as if it did not put us into the 
eternal possession of every thing worth enjoying, these are 
views of the resurrection of Jesus very dishonourable to his 
victories, and very injurious to our interest in him. He under- 
took to conquer death for us, as our surety. He has done it 
He has swallowed up death in victory. He has made it our 
friend and our benefactor ; for he has engaged to support us 
in our last moments. He never did, he never can, fail any 
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who |mt thei. trust in him. Experience has confirmed hif 
faithfulness in all ages. His soldiers, whoofi he made valiant 
in fight, a goodly company whom no one can number, have 
triumphed gloriously — before death — in death — ^and after death. 
Before death he prepared them to meet it in faith : for the 
great design of his gospel is to arm them against the guilt ot 
sin, and the terrors of death. And they are good soldiers ot 
Christ Jesus who put on this armour — who have learnt their 
exercise, and who by their daily battles keep their arms shi- 
ning and bright. Looking to Jesus, the Captain of their salva* 
tion, for orders, for courage, for strength, for victory, all oppo* 
sttion falls before them. He enables them to fight the good 
fight of faith, and the more they conquer sin, the less they 
have to fear from death : for Christ is to them the whole armour 
of God, and the pieces of this armour are the graces of his 
Spirit. For with these the apostle says, in Ephesians, chap. 
vi. that Christ has perfectly equipped the armies of the Lord. 
They have the truth of Christ, the righteousness of Christ, the 
peace of God in Christ, faith in Christ, the word of Christ, 
hope in Christ, and prayer to Christ for fresh supplies of his 
Spirit, that he would enable them to make such a use of their 
armour, that they might get the victory over sin and death, and 
he might get all the praise. In this holy war, he is every 
thing to them, and they find in him, and receive out of his ful- 
ness, whatever they want for the peace of their conscience, and 
for the happiness of their hearts. Sin is pardoned. Death is 
conquered. They experience the power of his resurrection, 
and being passed from death unto life, they have believing 
views of their own dissolution. We read of their deliverance 
from the fear of death, and we have examples of those who 
were more afraid of sin than of death, yea, who chose to go into 
a burning fiery furnace, rather than offend their God : hear 
how they triumphed — * Our God is able to deliver us ; but if 
he does not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not 
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast 
set up.' Hear the witness of another Christian hero, how ha 
was enabled :o look upon death — * The Holy Ghost witnesseth 
in every city, saying, that bonds and afBictions abide me : but 
none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear to 
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the 
ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify 
the gospel of the grace of God.' This was a great victory, but 
die case is not singular : in the same faith died the noble army 
of martyrs, of whom we read, ' that they overcame the accusel 
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of the iNPethren by tlie blood of the Lamb, and bj cke word of 
their testimony, and they loved not their lives anto the death.' 
And to this day, the Holy Spirit witnesses to the same truth, 
and seals it npon the consciences of believers in the hour or 
death. I call one evidence, a great dignitary in our church, a 
man of great teaming and never suspected of enthusiasm ; 
being near his death he thus expressed himself—* I cannot 
plead innocency of life, especially of my youth : but I am to 
be judged by a merciful God, who is not willing to see what 
1 have done amiss : and though of myself I have nothing to 
present to him, but sins and misery : yet I know he looks not 
Hpon me now as I am of myself, but as I am in my Saviour, 
and hath given me, even at this time, some testimonies by his 
Holy Spirit, that I am of the number of his elect ! I am there* 
lore full of joy, and shall die in peace.' 

Thus the precious Jesus was in the prospect of death more 
desirable than Hie itself. So he vms to them in dying. All 
these died in faith. They were his witnesses, that he kept 
every thing hurtful from them, and brought them in trium]^ 
to the end of their lives. That great company round his throne, 
who are crowned conquerors, testify for him that he did not 
leave them, nor forsake them, one moment. He kept his word 
with them. He smoothed their bed in their sickness. He was 
tender over them, and wiped away all tears from th^r eyes. 
When fhinting, he gave them strong consolation. When he 
called them to meet death in all its terrors, to sufier in flames 
of fire, to be torn to pieces by wild beasts, to be tormented in 
every way that malice could invent, or the power of tyrants 
eould inflict — ^he was with them — their Saviour and their QoA 
— the tender care of his heart, and the mighty power of his 
arm, were never more felt than when most wanted. He kept 
his peace ruling in their consciences always and by all mewMt 
and gave them to feel, that bodily pain could not lessen his 
love to them, nor abate or stop their love to him. I might bring 
a cloud of witnesses to prove the compassion of Jesus to his 
redeemed in their dying hours ; but let these two suffice : Dr. 
Thomas Goodwin was upon his death-bed, when his fnend 
Mr. Collins came to visit him, and to pray with him ; to whom 
he f aid — ^He rejoiced that he was dying, and going to have a 
M. and uninterrupted communion with €^d. * I am ^oing 
(said he) to the three Persons with whom I have had eommii- 
nion : they have taken me, I did not take them, I shall bt 
changed in the twinkling of an eye : all my lusts and coiTttp 
tions I shall be rid of, which I couid not bo hare.^ 
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After meBtioning those great examples of faith, Helvews, 
ehap. xi. he said, * All these died in faith. I cauld not hare 
imagined I should ever have such a measure of faith as I have 
in this hour. My bow abides in strength. Is Christ divided ? 
No. I have found the whole of bis righteousness. lam found 
in himi not in my own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
in the righteousness which is of God, which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ, who loved me, and gave himself for me : Christ 
cannot love me better than he does, and I think I cannot love 
Christ better than I do : I am swallowed up in God.* 

The historian remarks that with this assurance of faith, 
add fulness of joy. his soul left this world, and went to see 
and to enjoy the reality of that blessed state of glory, of 
which, in a discourse on that subject, he had given a very 
lively description. 

I may be permitted to call another witness to this blessed 
truth, a believer who just before his death addressed himself 
to his friends in these words — * My brethren, is not this very 
amazing to you ? When I contemplate the holiness of God, i 
cmmot but cry out, that I myself am vile, most vile : and then, 
when I consider the justice of God, could 4iny one imagine, 
but that I should be struck with most dreadful apprehensions 
of apppoai^hing judgment and deserved wrath? Instead of 
that, I am under no fear of the latter, and much desire the 
former. I long to appear before this holy just God ; I have a 
nghteouaness to plead that is perfect. The holy Jesus is my 
security ; and I cannot be disappointed. In Christ the justice 
of God is as much my security as his mercy : here is a holi- 
ness that transcends that of all the angelic host. There is 
no charging my Redeemer with possible folly. O I know I 
am pardoiied for the sake of Jesus Christ, my only Lord and 
Mediator : I am sure of it : I am fully, freely pardoned : I 
shall soon be thoroughly sanctified and fitted for glory. O, I 
want words to express my gratitude, to tell my joy : adored be 
God, my Lord, my Saviour ; this is the work of God alone. 
O unfathomable love^ infinite condescension, unmerited, ua- 
bounded grace to a vile ofTender. I deserve hell: I ei^oj 
heaven.' 

O thou thai readest this honourable mention of the love of 
Jesus to his dying followers, may it be given thee to find him 
near to thee in that time of need ! If thy faith be in him» 
doubt not. Taice courage, and live up to thy privileges. Re^ 
gard his promise : observe his faithfulness to iu Depend upon 
his arm. Truat in him, and be not afraid. Since he haa 
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orercome death, why shonldst thou fear that it will oveTcome 
thee ? Is not his victory thine ? Whatever thou feelest in 
thyself; if nature- shrink, and thou hast many uneasy thoughts 
about thy dissolution, remember that all thy salvation is in and 
from him, and he has made thee a free gift of salvation, and 
of all the things which accompany salvation. He undertook 
it all — he has put away sin by the sacrifice of himself — he has 
::.inquered death. It is now a vanquished foe. In his hand 
it is the royal way to the kingdom, the only way. Trust him, 
he will not suffer it to hurt thee. Trust him, and thou wilt 
find there is nothing in it that ought to frighten thee. Breath 
may be failing thee, but Jesus will not fail thee. He has pro* 
nounced them blessed ; he will infallibly make them blessed, 
who die in the Lord. Only believe, and thou wilt experience 
that he has dying consolations for his dying friends. They 
live in death. He makes them blessed in dying : yea, some- 
times to encourage the faith of others, and to recommend his 
own grace, he has vouchsafed to give them, at the time of 
their death, a foretaste of the glory which was just going to 
be revealed. In this faith they leave the world, casting all 
their care, for time and for eternity, for body and soul, upon 
him who careth for them. Jesus, into thy hand I commend 
my spirit, for thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of 
truth. I believe in the resurrection of the body : thou hast 
promised it, and I hope it shall be done unto roe according to 
thy word. Christ is the first-fruits, and afterward they that 
are Christ's at his coming, when he will bring the joyful har« 
vest with him : therefore into his faithful hands I commit my 
body. I take my leave of it in faith. It is not possible that 
the grave should hold me any more than it could him. And 
I not only hope to be raised from the grave, but I shall be 
brought out of it in triumph on that day of wonders, when 
Jesus Christ, the great God and our Saviour, shall change 
this my vile body, and shall make it like unto his own most 
glorious body. O what a change ! O what a miracle ! This 
very body, which is now sinful dust, shall be like the Son of 
God, who is the standard of all perfection— even this body of 
mine shall be conformed to his most glorious body ! although 
it be now a house, so infected with the leprosy of sin, that it 
must be taken down, yet out of its ruins will the Lord raise it 
a monument to his eternal praise, even a habitation of God by 
his Spirit. Come then, thou blessed of the Lord. O wel<* 
come, welcome death — thou art the smiling messenger from 
my Jesus, bringing with thee glad tidings of gi«aC joyr— of a 
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saiyation secured from all possible evil, and the enjoyment of 
all possible good. In sure and certain hope of this complete 
and eternal salvation, I resign my body into thy hands, thou 
Lord of life, and giver of glory — I intrust it with thee to bb 
kept against that day, when all that sleep in Jesus will God 
I ring wiih him. For this prospect, for believing views of it, 
fir the earnest, and for some little fortaste of it, to the eternal 
Three be eternal praise. Amen. 

Such are the hopes of a real Christian, which he is war« 
ranted, which he is commanded to entertain in the hour oi 
death, which God in his infinite grace actually favours his 
people with to the strengthening of their faith, and to the 
silencing of unbelievers. Never did he display his faithful* 
ness more signally than in our times. Many instances might 
be given ; but I select one, who thus expressed himself to his 
friends surrounding his death-bed. 

* My soul is abundantly comforted and refreshed : my body 
is dying, but my mind is still vigorous and alive : I feel the 
cold hand of death is actually upon me ; and you may feel it 
too, if you touch my feet and legs ; they are once more clay. 
Blessed be God, death is no king of terrors to me. He is a 
welcome messenger, because sent by my heavenly Father. 
Here I am, O Lord, waiting thy pleasure ; ready to obey the 
summons : thy will, O Lord, be done. Blessed be God that 
the attack is made below : my head is as yet very clear, and 
land untouched; and till my heart feels the damp, I hope to 
be engaged in work suitable to a death-bed : it is not to me a 
bed of languishing or wasting : this poor remainder of a body 
is hardly capable of any greater decay, till it moulders in the 
grave ; and there let it moulder. Who would not part with 
it as it is ? It is now my burden, my bar to happiness, a hin* 
derance to a lively spiritual communion with God. But, O 
my friends, it is united to Christ, and shall therefore one day 
become a glorious body. This corruption shall put on incor- 
ruption, and shall be for ever with the Lord.' Thanks be to 
God for such a witness — ^may my latter end be like his. 



CHAP X. 

The character of the person! who have moet reason to triumph in Chrltt. 

They are such as know most of themselves, and have i 
the deepest into the mystery of iniquity. The Holy Spirit 
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which all tho streams flow of actunl sin in thought, word, and 
deed. In this coaviction he has put life and power : it is far 
store than a moral persuasion — ^be makes it practical and abi« 
ding : far the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus quickens the dead 
sinner, and, making him free from the law of sin and of deatbj 
gives him the faith of God's elect : and by the daily use and 
exercise of that faith makes him more sen^ble of his obliga- 
tions to Jestts, In every act of faith he leads the believer out 
of self to the Soviour — humbles hii« that he may exalt Christ 
— empties him of self that he may fil] him with the good 
things of Christ — casts down* and keeps down, every high 
thing that exalieth itself againat the knowledge of God, and 
brings into captivity every thought to the obedience of ChrisU 
In his hand, and bv his blessings, this work propers. The 
loftiness of man is humbled, and the haughtinesa of man is 
bowed dovim, and Jehovah alone is exalted in that day — ac- 
eording to the Ofacle of tpith — ' He shall gloriiy me' — which 
is the office of the Holy Spirit to testify of Christ, and to 
glorify Christ, by taking of the things of Qhria, and by put- 
ting the believer into the possession of them. 

In this school of buniility every view that can be taken oi 
•elf is abasing : and as the lesson h^^omos more and better 
axperienced, sin moie discovered in its exceeding wickedness, 
and more felt in its exceedmg great danger, the believer is en* 
abled to rej(»ce more in Christ Jesus, as he has less confid^iv^e 
in the flesh. And when he attains to the highest of his tri- 
vmph, which he can have in Christ in this world> ho is then 
tlie lowest kn his own eyes : 

When he looks hack and sorveys what h^ was by nature 
and luractice"-^ 

When he considers what he is now* atthough he he re- 
newed by i^eor— 

And whan he looks forward to what het hopes to b^ at tha 
apmaring of our Lord Jescis Christ — t 

EY&py thing" j» ike SoaiBiwr<i'4octuna, and evaiy thing in 
Scripture-experience, leads him to conclude — Behold I am vile, 
I abhor myself, and repent in dual and ashes : so that when- 
ever he is tempted to glory, he has nothing left him to glory 
in, but the Loid : self always abased, that Christ alone may 
be eigal^d^ 

When be looks back on what he was by nature and prac- 
Ilea : the mora he knows he will be the more d^ply humbled^ 
far vahiLt he was wh^ under the btw> and under sin, ax;^ 61. 
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fiblUt l^tliU feets of abocly of »ia and of death. Ife wa& tke 
creature af God's power, made out of nothing — distinguished 
by his beii^g in the image of God, and by being capable of com« 
munion with him in all the graces and blessings of liis love 
He wa* undei the best law that could be given him for pro- 
motii^ Go4*s glory and bis own happiness. He was lound 
t.'; perfect and 'continual obedience to it, and was left to his owr. 
V ill and power, that he should not oSend in any one point : 
but upon his transgression he became liable to suffer the 
ihreaiened pains and penalties of the broken law. Svery right 
view of himself in this state ought to humble and to abase the 
sinner, and it eilec^ually does, when the conviction is from 
God. He then finds that his nature wa& earthly, sensual, and 
having nol the Spirit, it was alienated from tke life of God. 
AU hi$ i^ugbts and actions wove not only inegular, but also 
contrary to tbe hoiy law. Hi^ very imagination was evil, only 
evil, and that continually. His understanding waanot only igno- 
rant of spiritual things, hii( was darkness itself. His will was 
a rebel. His affections apostate, evei at enmity with God* 
Misery and destruction were in his ways ; of the way of peace 
be had no knowledge, neither was tbete any fear of God be* 
fore his eyo6 : for although death and bell were threatened* 
and weie ready to give him the juat wages of his iniquity, yet 
he was kept careless and securo* Like the atheists of eld, 
when warned of their a]^oaching destruction by the prophet 
->* Let us eat and drink (say they,) for to-morrow we shall die«' 
This true knowledge of the es^ceeding evil oi sin« and the 
right humiliation for it, come by believing, and are the ge- 
nuine fruits and effects of it. Legal conviction has guilt and 
bondage in it, and worketh sorrow unto death. But this con* 
viction of the Holy Spirit reveals the remedy along with the 
disease, and produces such a repentance as is not to be repented 
q£—b, turning from sin to Christ-^teaching us practically and 
daily, what we are in ourselves, and how much we want such 
an almighty Saviour, to teoisk us how to trust in him aa our 
great highrpriest, and to live happy and holy under his 
government, which is perfect freedom. J^very act of this 
&ii;h is humbling. The believer is made to feel hia need of 
;hat in himself^ which be is commanded to trust in Christ for. 
A^A the more he is enabled to depend upoa Christ, he will 
certainly have the less in himself. And when his whole de- 
pendant is, as it ought to bsi fixed upon Christ, he will c<yna 
10 the «^|»Qstle'a exp^rieiiee, even, so t^ rejoice in Christ Jeeus^ 
a« to f liU 1^ canfldenfia in the flesh. Qarf in «oiviis|a tha Ui^ 
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wnph of the Christian. In every step of his walkand warfare 
he is led from self to Christ — kept humhled in his own eyes 
that he may exalt the Saviour — emptied of self that he may 
Jive upon the fulness of Jesus, and may thereby be taught to 
est his heart in him at all times, and for all things. 

With respect to sin, which is his daily burden, under which 
he is always sorrowing, yet in Christ he can always rejoice. 
The more he knows of the exceeding wickedness of sin, the 
more precious is Jesus, and the more does he value the 
blood of the Lamb of God, which cleanseth from all sin. In 
his conscience, purged from guilt, he can triumph with ex- 
ceeding great joy, that there is now no condemnation to them 
who are in Christ Jesus ; for where sin abounded, grace does 
much more abound: that as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal 
life by Jesus Christ our Lord. His grateful acknowledgments 
are such as these : 

I was even as others once — ^by nature a child of wrath, and 
an heir of misery — ^I was going on in the broad way of de- 
struction — careless and secure — and I am quite astonished to 
see the danger that I was in — I trembled to behold the preci- 
pice which I was ready to fall over, when Jesus opened mine 
eyes, and by the light of his word and Spirit, shewed me my 
guilt and my danger, and put it into my heart to flee from the 
wrath to come. O what a most merciful escape ! I cannot 
think of it without adoring the compassionate Saviour, who 
remembered me in my low estate; for his mercy endureth 
for ever : and hath redeemed me from the hand of all mine 
enemies ; for his mercy endureth for ever : not unto me, in the 
least, but to the super-abounding grace of my God be all the 
glory. That the Father would make me an object of his 
choice and love. That Jesus Immanuel would humble him- 
self to be manifest in the flesh, and be obedient unto death, 
for me and for my salvation. That the Holy Ghost would 
give me a new birth into the spiritual world, and would quicken 
me into union with Jesus, and to the enjoyment of the Father's 
love in him — adored for ever and ever be the holy, blessed, 
and glorious Trinity. That such a filthy sinner should be 
cleansed from all sin — ^that such an ungodly creature should 
be freely justified by grace — ^that such a miserable sinner 
should be blessed with all spiritual blessings — that such a 
W6Bk creature should be strengthened mightily by the Spirit 
in the nuaer man, and when weakest in myself, then to be 
strongest m the Lord — ^O what riches ! what unsearchable 
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nehes of grace are these ! Abide with me, thou Spirit or 
the Father and the Son, and keep me constantly dependent on 
the fresh supplies of thy divine influence. By thy dail) 
teaching keep open to hie the depth and mystery of iniquity, 
the exceeding wickedness of sin — of my sin — that by thy holy 
inspiration I may live more by faith, and nothing may be suf- 
fered to hinder my growing fellowship with the Father and 
the Son, until \ am admitted to full and eternal fellowship. 
A.men. 

Thus reflecting with self-abhorrence what he was by nature, 
when he was under the law, and under sin, which is the 
transgression of the law, alive to sin, but dead to God, he is 
led to consider. 

What he is now, although he be renewed by grace, a be- 
liever and a man in Christ : how he feels himself, after much 
and sound experience of his title to salvation, and of his en- 
joyment of the things which accompany salvation — every day 
and in every thing he has fresh matter for the deepest humili- 
ation. He finds, that he is still a man in Adam — still he 
carries about him a sinful nature, an old man as well as a 
new, a body of sin with all its members ; he has spirit, but he 
has also fiesh, and that which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
nothing but corruption, as that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. The old man has flesh still, with all its appetites and 
lusts : the new man is by the Spirit of life, that is in Christ 
lesus, alive to God. In the same person sin dwelleth as we 
read, ' When we were in the flesh, the motions of sin, which 
were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit 
unto death. And the new man liveth, who, af\er God, is cre- 
ated in righteousness and true holiness.' The apostle, in 
Romans, chap. vii. not only confesses that he had nature and 
grace in him at the same time, but also describes it at full 
length. Indwelling sin was his continual grief, and his heavy 
b'jrden : an apostle in Christ, and yet he felt the plague of his 
own heart : and it was his daily cross, which he was forced to 
bear — and his constant enemy, against which he w&s always 
iX war — no peace, no truce could be made. The flesh was 
ever lusting against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh, 
and these two with such unceasing opposition, night and day, 
that he could not do ch j* things that he would, either so conti- 
nually or so perfectly. He describes this battle as it was car- 
ried on in his own experience, the two combatants striving in 
him for mastery. He was a good soldier of Jesus Christ, and 
as well instructed and armed as ever any believer was for this 
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warfare ; having on the whole annonr of God, and yet ireaiied 
with this daily conflict, he is forced to cry oat, 'O wretched 
man that I am, who shall deliver roe from the hody of this 
death V He had no deliverance in t>r from himself, it was 
against himself that he fought, and of himself he was led to 
despair. But, looking to Jesus, he takes courage, assuring 
himself of a complete victory, and of an everlasting triumph in 
the Captain of his salvation — 'I thank God through Jesu:; 
Christ our Lord. So then (this is the conclusion of the whol? 
matter,) so then with the mind I myself serve the law of God, 
iom with the flesh the law of sin.' 

This is still the experience of every true heliever, at all 
times, and upon all occasions : he has a practical comment 
upon the seventh chapter of the Romans in his own hosom : 
he has heartfelt experience of the warfare between the flesh 
and the spirit ; he finds it hard fighting : harder, because it is 
continual — it will never cease so long as flesh is flesh, that is, 
so long as the believer lives in the body, and in the present 
'•'^urld. Indwelling sin never rests — it is like the troubled sea, 
aiways casting up its filthy motions, and then the most trou- 
blesome when he would be the freest from them. O what 
humbling lessons does he learn in all his apquroaches to God : 
he knows his privileges, and he wishes to live up to them, but 
he cannot. When he would draw near to God m the prayer 
of faith, the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. On his 
bended knees desiring to confess his sins, and to humble him- 
self under the mighty hand of God, imploring pardon through 
the redemption that is in the blood of the Lamb, and expect- 
ing it frtely, as the most sovereign mercy that a Door sinner 
can receive — ^alas, alas I even then shame and confusion cover 
his face. He desires to keep his thoughts from wandering, 
he woukl have his whole heart engaged in the duty, but he 
cannot. His imagination is not to be restrained. When he 
would be. uniting all his affections in fervent and efiectual 
prayer~vaia, foolish thoughts force then^ves upon him — ^he 
drives them away as Abraham did the birds which came down 
upon the sacrifice, but they will retura* He mourns, as well 
he may, ibr these distractions of his mind, and is deeply eon- 
vinced, that a most holy God might justly condemn him for 
bi& very best devotions. He is therefore led to put theoi into 
the hands of the Mediator, that he may perfume them with 
much of his incense for their acceptance, and through his in- 
tercession, and through that only, he may obtaia aA anQwex of 
grace. 
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Meither ean he trust in his praises any more than In hifl 
prayers. Let him praise ever so much, and ever s( well, yet 
iifi can make no suitable acknowledgments for the blessing of 
creation. Once he was nothing : for his being at ail — for such 
a being, rather than any other---for being made a man, and at 
first highly favoured with the image and friendship of God — 
who can express the noble acts of the Lord, or shew forth all 
his praise for the miracle of creation ? but who can conceive 
how great, how endless, are the blessings of this new creation ? 
for they are all gifts of God's grace— -distinguishing and sove- 
reign — ^given to sinners as sinners-*-to the chief of sinners — 
continued to the unworthy — increased to the unthankful — ^how 
great in their nature—^how invaluable the sum of them ! The 
believer, deeply impressed with these sentiments, acknow« 
Sedges that he is less than the least of all God's mercies ; yea^ 
he is sensible that he deserves the heaviest of the Divine ven* 
geance : so that his prayer, €hd be mercifid tome a sinmery 
lays the foundation of his very best praises. He who has most 
forgiven will love most. He who feels what he really is among 
the chief of sinners, will be among the chief of those worship- 
pers who ascribe all their salvation to God and the Lamb. 
The humblest among them will feel that they have most rea- 
son to be thankful. But still their praises are no payment. 
They must receive fresh grace to praise with, and more grace 
to praise better. The debt increases by the addition of fresh 
gifts of grace, and leaves the believer nothing to glory in but 
the Lord — to be saved — to feel it — to enjoy it by faith — to be 
made and to be kept thankful, giving all the glory where it is 
due ; these are among the mercies which endure for ever. 

In this school of self-abasement he is taught to be humbled 
Ibr his short attainments in the Scriptures, read, or preached, 
or meditated on. How seldom does he attend the word, as 
that congregation did — * Behold we are all here present before 
God to hear all things that are commanded thee j6f God.* This 
preparation of heart was from the Lord. He disposed Cor- 
nelius and his family to receive the word aright, and his bless- 
ing came upon them in hearing it : for while Peter was speak- 
ing, the Holy Ghost fell on all them that heard the word. And 
it would be so still if there was the same dependance on his 
grace, and the prayer of faith for his teaching along with the 
word. How little is this depended upon under hearing, 
although the profit be entirely from him : how seldom is the 
mixing faith with it received and acknowledged, therefore 
the meiiory keeps little impression of the word, and in heart 
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it is not fruitful as it ought to be. On ail these accountt 
the believer mourns and is humbled before God. He feels 
it to be true : * I know that in me, that is in my flesh, 
dwelleth no good thing : for to will is present with me, but 
how to perform that which is good, I find not.' He is sen- 
sible of these failings and distractions, even when he labours 
to be most free from them. He is going to the Lord's table 
to be fed and feasted, hoping that he is one with Christ, and 
Christ is one with him. He would gladly partake of the fruits 
and blessings of this union by communion with Christ, by re 
ceiving the bread of life, and the cup of salvation, according 
to Christ's holy institution. He comes in faith to eat the flesh 
of Christ, and to drink his blood in grateful remembrance of 
him — according as he hath been taught — The body and blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for me, preserve 
my body and soul unto eternal life— I take and I eat this bread, 
and I take and I drink this cup, in remembrance that Christ 
died for me, and I desire to feed on him in my heart by faith 
with thanksgiving. In this service he would have his whole 
soul engaged, that nothing might interrupt his communion 
with his Beloved. But vain thoughts, which lodge within him, 
will break out. They intrude, although most unwelcome 
guests, into this banquet of love ; so that he is constrained to 
cry out. Lord Jesus, pardon the failings of my holy things : I 
come to the throne of thy grace, that I may obtain mercy, and 
may find more grace to help me in every time of need. 

When he is led to consider what is the cause of all these 
failings — O what an abiding lesson of humility has he to lean! 
he sees that they all spring from the bitter root of unbelief, and 
are the fruits of remaining corruption ; which can only be kept 
down, and conquered, as the strength of Christ apprehended 
by faith prevails over them. Self, pride, legality, nurse them : 
they have their being, their activity, their power, from those 
fleshly lusts which war s^^nst the soul, and render the whole 
life of the believer one continued act of self-denial. He has 
still a body of sin, with all its members, mixing with every 
duty, so that he cannot ground his faith and hope upon the 
best of them. The work of Jesus upon earth, the intercession 
of Jesus in heaven, are the sole ground of his confidence la- 
wards God. His motive is good — ^he aims at pleasing God in 
cill things, he would do his will, and sjfier his will, as it is his 
bounden duty, with faith and patience. His end is good — ^he 
would gladly keep the glory of God in his eye, and direct all 
he does to it, as his elder brethren do in heaven: but he c»)- 
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not. When the spirit is willing, the flesh is weak. Yet he is 
not so discouraged as to give over and cease his approaches to 
God, because of his iiifirnuties. Having obtained help of God, 
he fights on the good light of faith. He does not leave oil 
praying because he is not so spiritual as he desires to be ; but 
he is rather more earnest and fervent. The Spirit, helping his 
infirmities, keeps him in an humble dependance upon Jesus, 
waiting on him for due sense of his wants, for the acceptance 
of his prayers, for a supply of them, for pardouing thp failings 
of them, for more faith in them, and for enabling hini to con- 
tinue instant in prayer, according to the divine command, that 
* men ought always to pray, and not to faint;' which supposes 
them to be kept in a praying frame, and to use the means 
which St. Jude recommends for the obtaining of these bless- 
ings : * But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the 
love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life.' 

As he is not weary of his prayers, because they are not so 
spiritual as he could wish, so neither is he weary of his praises, 
although they fall far short of what such a Saviour deserves 
and of what he would acknowledge with all possible gratitude : 
because he falls short, he aims higher. He feels himself 
under infinite obligations to the Father for his love, to the Son 
for his salvation, and by the supply of the Spirit's grace he is 
made sensible, that he is not only less than the least of divine 
mercies ; but if he had his just deserts, he should have judg- 
ment without mercy. This lays the foundation for his highest 
praises. The faithful witness for Jesus makes the believer 
willing to be beholden to him for every mercy : yea, to glory 
in being a pensioner upon his fulness ; from which he receives 
grace for grace, that in all things he may be giving of thanks : 
8c«:ording to the Lord's favour to his people, informing them to 
take wth them words, and turn to the Lord, and say unto him, 
' Take a;vay all iniquity, and receive us graciously, so will we 
render the cilves of our lips,' which is the sacrifice of the New 
Testament worshippers, who through Jesus the Mediator ofTer 
the sacrifice of praise continually : that is, the fruit of their 
Kpo triving thanks to his name, wishing, praying to do it with 
some of the praises of heaven ; as one said, * I will hope con- 
tinually, and I will yet praise thee more and more.' 

As these prayers and praises are grounded upon faith in the 
divme promises, this makes the believer a diligent reader of 
.the Scriptures, He does not neglect his Bibie, becoase he has 
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not yet attained the perfect knowledge of every part of it. Pol 
that very reason he studies it more : he prays more over it, grows 
more thankful for the divine power, which still accompanies it, 
and studies and prays that he may experience more of this 
power ; it has been the means of making him wise unto sal- 
vation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. He finds it 
also to be the food of this faith — it nourishes him, and he 
grows thereby. He hears, reads, meditates, and keeps on 
praying to the Holy Ghost to write the Scriptures upon his 
heart, and to make his life a fair copy of them. And what he 
thus learns, preserves him in a settled dependance upon the 
faithfulness of God to his word and promise. And he is not 
disappointed : he finds that all the Scripture, which was given 
by the inspiration of God, is still profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works. This blessing he has in hie Bible. The more 
he can mix faith with it, the more precious it becomes. His 
Bible is his library : the study therein makes him wise for 
eternity : which is the superlative excellency of Bible know- 
ledge, of which Jesus thus speaks : * Blessed is the man that 
heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts ol 
my doors : for whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain 
favour of the Lord.' 

Thus in the use of means he is kept humble and dependent, 
exercising the true gospel poverty of spirit in self-abasement ; 
and, so far firom being stopped, that he rather glories and tri- 
umphs in his infirmities. The opposition which they give helps 
him forward, they are always driving him out of self to Christ, 
teaching him the necessity of the supplies of the Spirit, making 
him more diligent, and keeping him more humble in the use 
of the means: and thus he learns to live more by faith upon 
Christ, and to seek more close communion with him, and his 
Ailness, especially at his table. He does not absent himself 
from it, because he has not the fellowship there, so close, intimate, 
and abiding, as he could wish, or because the last time he was 
there he was not so lively as he used to be, or because he was 
unworthy, and full of complaints. He has tasted that the Lord 
is gracious ; and this taste has increased his hunger and thirst : 
the food, which he wants, he does not carry with him, but he 
goes to receive it. When he hears his Lord's command-^ 
Take, eat thig bread — drink this cuj^— do ye this in remem- 
brance of me— *he obeys, believing the promise ; this is my 
body, given for you : this la my blood, shed for yen. TIm 
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mor^ hiih in the promise, there will be the more appetite and 
the more noarishment received from the spiritual food ; for 
then the Holy Spirit puts his influence into the elements, and 
the communicant eats the flesh of Christ indeed, and drinks 
his blood indeed ; having by faith communion with hin^ in the 
bread and wine. At this table the believer is fed, nourished, 
and feasted with the bread that cometh down from heaven, even 
angels' food : for he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever, 
according to the Lord's own promise ; * Whoso eatetli my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and I will raise him 
up at the last day.' The behever has this in his eye, both in 
wha^ the banquet is now, and in what it is the pledge and 
earnest of, when it shall be realized. Faith gives a substance 
to the things promised and hoped for : it has the earnest and 
the pledge of them ; as certainly as we have the one, so cer« 
tainly shall we have the other. A faithful God gives us this 
security — Whoso is one by faith with Jesus shall sit down at 
the marriage-supper of the Lamb : whoso eateth and drinketh 
at his table here, in faith, shall infallibly eat and drink with 
him at his table in his kingdom of glory. The sure and cer 
tain hope of this makes our present feast at the Lord's supper 
a happy foretaste of that eternal banquet, when he will vouch* 
safe to admit us to the honours of his table, and of his king- 
dom. O blessed, most blessed time ! the prospect is animating, 
it brightens the darkest day of affliction, refreshes the spiriu 
under the heaviest trials, and is a rich cordial under the deep* 
est feeling of indwelling sin. Where Christ is, all is blessed. 
Union with him is heaven begun, and this the believer is called 
to enjoy ; even to enjoy communion with him in all he is and has. 
Christ is one with him. Christ will not leave him, nor forsak* 
him : nothing is able to separate the members from the Head. H^ 
who has begun the good work has given the fullest security tb •.: 
be will not leave it unfinished. He will carry it on unto the end ' 
for he is faithful who hath promised. The apostle applies the 
words spoken to Joshua, and says, that they were spoken also 
lo us, that we might trust and not be afraid: * This book <j{ 
the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt ne 
ditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe tc ac 
according to all that is writteii therein. For then thou shad^ 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have gccj 
success. Have not I comnmnded thee ? be strong, and of s 
good courage : be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed ; iof 
the Lord thy God is with thee, whithersoever thou goesb.' 
And he sifmi out strong in the Lord, and in the power cf /:* 
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might. He fought the Lord's battles, and prc»spered, until tne 
whole land was subdued before him. There failed not aught 
of any good thing, which the Lord had spoken to the house oi 
Israel. All came to pass. Even so shall it be to the whole 
Israel of God. Every good soldier of Christ Jesus shall be 
kept safe by his almighty power, and under his banner shall 
fight the good fight of faith, until he obtains the promised in- 
heritance, which is incorruptible and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for them. He has taken 
possession of it in their name, as their surety, and not one of 
them can perish : for he keeps the inheritance for them, and 
them for it : yea, the day is hastening on, when he will pre- 
sent all his redeemed unto the Father. ' Of those whom thou 
hast given me have I lost none ; behold I and the children 
whom thou hast given me.' 

On all these accounts it is evident, that a believer every day, 
and in every thing, finds matter for the deepest humiliation. 
He has still a body of sin, remaining corruptions, daily infir- 
mities, and short-comings. All that he has of his own abases 
him in his own eyes : so that his triumph is never in himself 
His salvation, with all its graces and blessings, depends en • 
tirely upon what he is in Christ. On this foundation he may 
rest safely always, notwithstanding he has nothing of his owb 
to glory in. Most of his mistakes and miseries come from 
his seeking to be independent of Christ — hoping to find that 
in himself, or in the world, which is only in Christ. Self-love 
is unwilling to be beholden to Christ for every good thing ; it 
is always trying to put some confidence in the flesh : but the 
believer is commanded, and is taught, to deny self — to put it 
upon the cross — and to crucify it daily with its afiections and 
lusts: — as Christ is exalted, self goes down: as Christ is be- 
loved, self is not only denied, but is also abhorred. The 
prophet Ezekiel, in the thirty-sixth chapter, describes the very 
neight of the experience of a great believer, who is blessed 
with the abundant graces of the Holy Spirit : the result of 
which is, * Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and 
your doings that were not good, and ye shall loathe yourselves 
in your own sight for your iniquities, and for your abomina- 
tions : not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord God, be it 
known unto you ; be ashamed and confounded for your own 
ways, O house of Israel.' Such is the genuine working of 
true grace— it lays fne sinner low at the Saviour's feet, abased 
and humbled to the dust — Behold, I am vile — I abhor myself, 
and I repent in dust and ashes The sense of 6d^*s distin* 

Digitized by VjOOQiC 



TRB TRIUMPH OF FAITH. 38ft 

gaishing and sovereign mercy brings all high thoughts of self 
into subjection to Christ Jesus, and teaches the believer 
to walk humbly with his God, ascribing all his salvation 
to the praise of the glory of the exceeding riches of God's 
grace in his kindness towards us through Christ Jesus : that, 
according as it is written, * He that glorieth, let him glory in 
the Lord/ 

Thus it is evident, that when the believer looks back upon 
what he was by nature, or considers what he now is by grace, 
he has nothing of his own to boast of ; yet even in this con- 
tinual warfare between the flesh and the spirit, in Christ Jesus 
he may rejoice even to a triumph — a jubilee of joy. But the 
grand triumph is yet to come. The best glorying in the Lord 
here is only a prelude to it. Now we have the espousals with 
our heavenly Bridegroom, but then the marriage will be con- 
summated. Now we are kept waiting in hope for the crown 
of righteousness, but that will be our coronation day. What 
a day will it be I What wonders and miracles ! The pro* 
mises, exceeding great and exceeding precious, will then have 
their full and everlasting accomplishment by a faithful God, 
when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be ad • 
mired in all them who have believed. When they shall see 
him face to face — shall be with him where he is — shall belike 
him, and made capable of enjoying the honours, and riches, 
and pleasures of his kingdom, -in their fubiess of blessedness 
for evermore. 



CHAP. XI. 

The eternal triumph. 



This is the great lesson which the believer is learning 
till he comes to the end of his faith — ^what is promised him 
and what he hopes to be at the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is the centre, to which all his experience tends : 
and while he keeps it in view, it so enlivens and animates his 
prospect, that come what may, he goes on his way rejoicing, 
m hope of the glory of God. * Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God 
hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit." And by his holy 
inspiration he opens the eyes of the understanding, both to 
understand what is revealed, and also to kr^w the things that 
are freely given to us of Ood : for great as they are, endless 
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•8 they we, the natural man reccivelh not the things of th« 
Spirh of God, neither can he know them, because they are 
spiritually discerned : but he that is spiritual has spiritual 
senses given him to exercise upon spiritual things — ^he is 
made certain of their reality — his faith gives a substance to 
the things hoped for, and evidence to the things not seen — a 
hope that never maketh ashamed — an evidence very clear and 
satisfying : sometimes he can triumph in hope of the glory of 
God, when the Holy Spirit sheds abroad in his heart the Fa- 
ther's love, and bestows great joy and peace in believing : but 
he who is thus taught of God knows only in part — an apostle 
knew no more. The best of our present enjoyment is only a 
foretaste of the heavenly banquet. But even this little is of 
such a nature, and has such efiicacy, that when it is truly be- 
lieved, it influences the whole man, while he looks not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen : 
for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal. They are not seen by the 
eye of the body, but are visible by the eye of faith : so we 
read, * Come taste and see, how gracious the Lord is.^ By 
this eye of faith Moses saw him that is invisible: and this 
sight so affected him, and had such an influence upon his 
heart. and life, that he lived above the world with all its tempta- 
tions. This is the victory that overcame the world, even his 
faith. The same sight still works the same effect — ^producing 
a real value for spiritual and eternal things, and forming the 
heart to love and to practise the apostle's rule — * My conver- 
sation is in heaven, from whence also I look for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world.* 

In the Scripture view <rf ovit Victoty in Christ, there are two 
great points, which will take in all that is revealed of our 
eternal triumph, namely, the complete conquest of all our ene- 
mies, and the full and eternal enjoyment of all possible good* 
These two truths come now under our consideration ; and if 
- we can meditate upon them under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, and mix faith with his revelation, we shall have a good 
v/arrant to begin those praises, which will never end ; and to 
Sing in harmony with all the redeemedtour everlasting jubilee# 

When we come to the end of our faith, even the eternal sal- 
vation of our souls, our victory is described to be a perfect 
deliverance from all evil — from sin, from suffering. Sin has 
brought all pain into the world-— miseries upon the body — 
miseries upon the soul — spiritual wickedness — ^Eutmcroat 
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iMMrtft 9i fods^-Biiglity principalities and powen : it lias anaed 
tlMHisands, yea millions, of them for our destruction — ^made us 
our own enemies by enslaving us to divers lusts and passionsi 
making us the prey to earthly, sensual, devilish tempers ; and| 
as if there was not suffering enough in the world, filling us 
with many imaginary fears, which occasion real suffering. 
At last come the wages of sin — death with terrors — ^hell wiUi 
its torments. O wlutt a Deliverer ! what a deliverance ! not 
one enemy lef^. They are all brought under, and subdued, to 
rise no more. The Captain of our salvation has vanquished 
theoi for us. His victory is the earnest of ours. His waa 
complete, so is ours. No sin, no suffering, can come near the 
habitation of his holiness. Indeed, he sufiered once for sin ; 
but he put it away by that sacrifice of himself. By faith we 
have the benefit of his sufiiering^ a conscience purged from 
guilt, no condemnation left, no charge from any enemy. God 
himself justifies, Grod himself sees us, accepts us, glorifies uS) 
in and with his Son : for in that day he will present us to his 
Father, without spot of sin, unto eternal salvation. 

Of- this blessed and complete victory over all sin, and all 
suffering, the prophet Isaiah had a delightful prospect, speak- 
ing of it in these wordu : * And the ransomed of the Lord shsdl 
relurn, and shall come to Sion with songs, and everlasting joy 
upon their heads ; they shall obtain joy and gladnesSf and sor* 
:ov and sighing shidl flee away.' O give thanks unto the 
Lord Jehovah, for he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever : 
let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he hath redeemed 
firom the hand of the enemy : th^y have as much to thank 
iheir Redeemer for, as any creature possibly can have : hit 
raflisomed were under sin, helpless, miserable, dymg sinnera : 
from this slavery he bought them with an inestimable price, 
and they are become his property^ his peculiar people^ who 
Iteve through him liberty to return to G$od, and to serve him 
without fear on earth, and Uy bless him for giving them free- 
iem to come to Zion, to the city of the linng God, with songs 
of graiiiude and praise 2 they have everlaeting joy upon their 
headsh— crowned conquerors ! they hare the joys of heaven* 
and the gladness of eternity, in their hearts, wnich exclude sdl 
nam, and all sorrow-^-^iiO' fear can enter there^^not one sigh. 
The Lord himself is their portiOBf wad they Aall reign mA 
hsBk for ever and 6ver« 

The belofted John waa favoUBOd with a view of the same 
etonttl conqoest which tho ransomed of the Lord shdUL hav# 
OMrall thdir enemies, and he emtits of it thus: ' Andlheaed 
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a great voice out of heaven, sfiying, Behold the tabernacle of 
God 18 with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall 
be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be 
dieir God : and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, 
and there shall be no more carse, and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain ; for the former things are passed away : and he 
that sat upon the throne said. Behold I make all things new/ 
This is Jesus, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, who 
reigneth the Lord God Omnipotent for this very purpose, that 
this scripture may be fulfilled to the uttermost, ana to eter- 
nity. He was the Word made flesh, who tabernacled amongst 
us, being that most holy temple which God pitched, and not 
man : out of whose fulness believers receive all grace and all 
glory : the compassions of Jesus are like himself, infinite and 
endless. He loves his redeemed too well to let either sin or 
sorrow come near thetn. They might have been holy 
mourners in their pilgrimage, when they went through the 
valley of Baca, but now he has wiped away their tears, all 
tears from their eyes. " The curse that causes them he has 
removed. That death, the wages of which they deserved, he 
has changed into life. The pillars in his house, which are to 
go out no more, are thereby delivered from sorrow, and crying, 
and from every pain : all the former things are passed away 
— sin is no more — pain is no more. Into the kingdom of Je- 
sus nothing of the old man is sufiered to enter : for he creates 
all things new. The Lord from heaven makes all his people 
like himself, conformed to his own image in righteousness and 
true holiness. A more perfect victory cannot be imagined, 
than to have enemies. so vanquished, all enemies, that they 
shall never have entrance into the kingdom of God and his 
Christ. When believers shall come to the end of their faith, 
they shall not only be thus saved from all possible evil — but 
who can conceive what their actual enjoyments will then be ? 
To be saved from all sin, from all the e^cts of sin, is a great 
mercy, yet it is only a part of our salvaticm. But looking at 
the world lying in wickedness, beholding the variety of palm 
and miseries in it, from which no one is exempt — ^no state of 
life free from them — the palace as full of them as the cottage — 
kingdoms convulsed — ^infidelity spreading its poisonous in- 
fluence, and attempting to destroy all good order and govern- 
tnent— old age bringing its infirmities, and death hastening — ^it 
is certainly a great deliverance, that none of those evils can 
approach us any more. Blessed be God the Saviour for thi* 
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freat mercy. It is through his grace that his kingdom of glory 
will be kept in perfect peace ; no evil, no fear of evil, shall for 
one^ moment interrupt the happiness of his subjects. But 
what is this compared to the actual enjoyment of all possible 
good : who is able to declare fully what this will be at the 
appearing of Jesus, the great God ? We must wait for the 
full manifestation of the solis of God ! But yet there is a 
great deal revealedr which belongs to us and our children : 
and if we can read it in faith, with prayer, and with a con- 
tinual dependance upon the teaching and application of the 
Holy Spirit, he will give us to form our hearts and lives upon 
the certainty of what he has revealed : for our conversation 
will then be in heaven, and we shall have both the knowledge, 
and also the experience, of heavenly things, growing accord- ' 
mg to our faith. The word revelation signifies taking off the 
veil cr covering from any thing, that it may be seen clearly ; 
in the Scripture sense it is removing the veil from heavenly 
:hings, which is the work of the Holy Spirit, creating spiritual 
?enses to exercise upon those heavenly things, of which the 
natural man can have no just ideas ; for he cannot understand 
ftor receive the \hings that are freely given to us of God : but 
he that is taught of God has evidence given him of the reality 
and of the blessednefes of those things which are revealed, and 
by faith enjoyed. When such an one reads what God said to 
Abraham, * After these things the word of the Lord came to 
Abraham in a vision, saying. Fear not, Abraham, I am thy 
shield, and thy exceeding%reat reward.' He reads it for him- 
self : he makes the promise his own, and trusts in it as stead- 
fastly as if God had spoken it to him by a voice from heaven ; 
for so is he warranted to apply it by the apostle. Now it was 
not written for his sake alone, but for us also : no scriptujre 
being of any private interpretation. The gift of grace to 
Abraham was nothing short of an infinite good — for it was 
God himself: I will be thy God. What is meant by this re- 
lation has been largely treated of in the former treatises. It is 
only needful to add, that it denotes the relation in which the 
holy Trinity stand to believers, and the covenant-engagements 
(0 them. God is theirs — He is their Father, the Son is their 
Saviour, the Spirit of life has enabled them to receive the Son, 
and they are one with him,.he dwelling in their hearts by faith, 
and through him they are one with his Father : as the Lord 
said in his prayer — * Neither pray I for these alone (the apos- 
tles,) but for them also who shall believe on me through their 
word, that they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in nie, and 
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I in thee, that they ako may be one in us.' This piayer 
for all the chosen of the Father, given to the Son, redeemedl 
by him, and in due time quickened by the Spirit, and brought 
into the same coyenant<*relation, and partakers of the same 
covenant-blessings, as Abraham was. What was promised to 
him, was promised to all that walk in the steps of his faith, 
the whole family and household of faith : it is as if God had 
said, Fear not, believer ; I myself, Jehovah in trinity, will be 
your present salvation, to shield you from all sins and enemies, 
and I myself will be your exceeding great reward. Who can 
tell what the believer shall then be, when' this promise shall 
be fulfilled ! when he shall be brought as near to the godhead 
as a creature can possibly be, joined to the Lord Jesus by the 
Holy Spirit, a habitation of God through the Spirit,^ and 
through Jesus unto the Father, and in this holy and blessed 
communion, finding an eternal heaven of happiness, an ex- 
ceeding great reward. When it is received in this its fulness 
it is a reward, but of grace, a gift of sovereign mercy — great, 
something worthy of the great God — like himself— exceeding 
great, eternally great. O, Holy Ghost, keep the hope of it 
lively: O make it every day more lively, till, through thy 
blessing, I come to know it as it is. 

The Psalmist, speaking of this happiness, suits his descrip- 
tion to our present method of understanding spiritual thinp^, 
as they are imaged to us by material. The pleasures of o^ir 
senses are made use of to give us ideas of that happiness which 
is to be found in God ; for it is all fh him : he is heaven. The 
enjoyment of him in glory is the heaven of heavens. * As for 
me, I will behold thy face in righteousness ; I shall be satis* 
fied when I awake with thy likeness : for thou wilt shew me 
the path of life; in thy presence is the fulness of ioy, and at 
thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore/ AH this, 
great and endless as it is, belongs to them who have God for 
their God : for when they are admitted into his presence they 
shall be made like him. O marvellous change — capable ot 
enjoying him, so as to be quite satisfied — finding in him a ful- 
ness of joy — ^pleasures divinely great, abundant, a river ot 
pleasures — ^yea, a fountain of pleasures springing up into ever- 
lasting life. Every sense shall be gratified to the uttermost, 
and that for evermore. Blessed be God for this unspeakable 
ffifi : and has he not herein vouchsafed us matter of triumph I 
May not the believer, ought he not, to rejoice with exceeding 
great joy, who has this prospect before him ? Who that is out 
of heaven can have more reason than he has ? Survey it. O 
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my soal : tuke a narrow review of k. Examine over and over 
again the Psalmist's description of it, and see what can ?je 
added to make it absolutely perfect. If nothing can, if it be as 
full as God can make it, may my heart grow in holy desires 
after the glory that is to be revealed, and triumph in the Goa 
of my salvation. 

Our Lord gives us the same description in these words, 
speaking to his apostles. * I appoint unto you a kingdom, as 
my Father hath appointed unto me (in the surest, fullest man- 
ner, that it can be conveyed) — ^that ye may eat and drink at 
my table, in my kingdom, and sit upon thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel.' The king of this holy land is Im- 
manuel — God Jesus : he is the King of kings, the Lord, creator 
of all worlds, and the government of them all is upon his 
shoulders, and the names of his redeemed are written upon his 
heart. For them he has made abundant provision, that they 
may feast with him at his table, and may be receiving out of 
his fulness every grace that can make them completely and 
eternally blessed : for they shall sit down with him upon his 
' throne, and shall share with him in all his royalties, blessing 
and adoring him in their everlasting^ songs of triumph. ' Unt® 
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his 
Father: to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen.' The apostle John calls upon us now to begin the 
heavenly song : and he would have us to do it with the sweet- 
est melody in our hearts, praising our sovereign Lord, who 
has taken our nature into union with himself, in order that by 
his Spirit we might be joined to him, our glorified Head, and 
might by faith partake of his holy and heavenly nature. No 
words can describe more fully the dignity to which, by virtue 
of this union, we shall be exalted : nay, it is not to be con- 
ceived at present how great it will be. * Behold what manner 
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God : therefore the world knoweth us not, 
because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God; ar d it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we kno*>v, 
that when he shall appear we shall be like him ; for we shali 
see him as he is : and every man that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself even as he is pure.' O what a dignity is 
this ! what upon earth is to be compared for one moment to it 
— Sons of God ! — Sons of Adam, who have borne the image 
of the earthly, advanced to bear the image of the heavenly ! 
This is a glory which surpasseth ail understanding. It iii 
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aot yet apipear as it is to the beloved John : he kaew i» moeli 

of it, as perhaps ever man did, but it was far greater than his 
jcnowledge. He knew it but in part : he was indeed sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the earnest of our 
iixharitaiice, until the redemption of the purchased possession : 
but the earnest is not the inheritance itself. It is only a pledge 
and a security, that, at the appearing of Jesus Christ, the great 
God and our Saviour, we shall be put into full possession. At 
present we have it in the promise of the God of truth ; and 
faith in his promise begets a hope, that will never make us 
ashamed ; because it will keep us patiently waiting for the 
manifestation of the sons of God, when we shall come to the 
eternal eojoymeat of all riches, and pleasures, and honours, ot 
our s<mship with Christ our glorified Head. 

The apostle would lead us also to consider the fountain from 
whence all this blessedness springs ; firom the Father — what 
maa^r of love the Father hath bestowed upon us. The love 
expressed by this name, Fath^, has no parallel. It had no 
beginning, and it will have no ending. It is from everlasting 
to everlasting — bringing with it out of its infinite ocean all the ' 
streams of grace, which make glad the city of God, and never 
stopping till it return with all t^e happy objects of his love to 
the same great ocean again. The apostle would have us to 
behold, and to admire, the miracles of the Father's love, which 
he purposed and wrought out, and bestowed ixpoa us, who are < 
sinners, even as others, and yet to the everlasting praise and 
glory of his grace — chosen — called — efiectually, brought into 
the family and household of faith by the Spirit of adoptioa^ 
and ennci)Ied — sons of God — ^what an exaltation! — what a 
Uessedness! made the children of Gt)d — ^heirs of God, and 
)oint''heirs with Christ — with him who is Lord of all — ^admit^ 
t9d to share with him in his kingdom, his crown, his glories : 
according |o his own prayer — ' Father, I will that they also, 
whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory,' may be with me, may be like me. 6 
what an animating view ia here for the highest rejoicing of 
faith and hope ! Christ, by taking our nature into union with 
himself, has advanced it into the greatest dignity of which it 
is capable : for it is heaven to be with him, where he is in his 
glory : like hinv* conformed to that standard of dl perfection 
in body and soul, perfectly and eternally ; what a hope should 
this beget and cherish, even a hope full of glory and immor- 
tality ! especially as all this honour is according to the Father's 
eovmiant purposes : ' for whom he did foreknow, them he alss 
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m yr^sUaate to be ponformed to tfae i«0f» «f Us Sob, that 
be migbt be the fixst*boni among taany bfechren: mnreoTer, 
whoiQ he did predestinate them he also calledf and whom he 
called, them he also justified, and whom he justified, them he 
also glorified. What shall we say to these things !' can there 
be greater grace shewn from the God of all grace? can there 
be. higher honour conferred, than to be ao exalted from the 
depth of sin and misery, as to be raised to the honours of son- 
ship, even to a conformity to the Son of God. O what senti- 
ments had that blessed man of it, when he said, ' As for me, I 
Mrill behold thy face in righteousness ; I shall be satisfied when 
I awake after thy likeness : for thou wilt shew me the path of 
Ufe. In thy presence is the fulness of joy, and at thy right 
hand there ar^ pleasures for evetrmore/ Conformity to Jesus 
brings with it this fulness of joy ; and the hope of it is an a&» 
tive and a lively grace : for every one that hath this hope ia 
hint purifieth himself even a? Uhrist is pur^ This is the 
mark at which the believer aimp* he wishes to be like Ohxistt 
and to be more like him : he would feel more of the power of 
^ cross of Christ to cruciiy him in the body of sin, and more 
of the power of the risen Jesus, that there may be a real growth 
into him, and that isx all things i thus he purifies his heart 
and life by that faith in Jesus, of which the apostle thus speaks : 
* Bi^ethren, I have not yet attained what I am striving for ; but 
this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things wb^^h are helmre, I press 
toward the mark for the prise of the high calling of Ood in 
Christ Jesus** 

Th^se «re some of the Scripture authorities, frcoit which 
this conclusion may be fairly drawn— that a believwv whatever 
view he may take of himself, either from what he was, when 
dead in trespasses and sins, or from what he now is, quioki- 
ened by the Spirit of Christ, and living by faith, yet cryuiff 
out, under a sense of his corruptions, ^ O wretched man that! 
am, who shall deliver me !' yet be may thank God through 
Jesus Christ his Lord : for he is warranted, he is oommanded 
to rejoice in the Lord always, aad to triumph in the God oi 
his salvation. And he has enough given him in hand to exer* 
cise that strong faith, which will administer strong consolation 
even great, very great joy and peace in believing : for the word 
of God cannot be broken, his promises cannot fail, his cove- 
nant engagements are immutable, given as infkllible security 
to the believer, that his faith may not stagger at any difficulty 
but, looking to a faithful God, he may go on his way rejoicingi 
in hope of the irlory of God. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SIB TBS TRIVMPH OF PAtTH. 

These are some of the blessed effects of looking to Jesus 
And living by faith upon- him and his fulness. In this wa\ 
there is continual matter of triumph. Let the believer look 
back on what he was by nature, or on what he is now in hi& 
renewed state by grace, or looking forward to the glory that is 
to be revealed at Sie appearing of his Savioui^ when he shall 
be with him in the kingdom which cannot be moved, and shall 
be like him, all his members conformed to their most glorious 
Head, and partaking of his divine riches, and honours, and 
pleasures; what upon earth can exceed such a prospect! 
What can administer greater happiness, than to have the evi- 
dence of it kept clear and open ! what can make life more 
comfortable, and the end of our faith more desirable, than such 
great and blessed things ! promised and given most freely in 
time, yea, in the fullest manner that almighty love can bestow 
them m eternity. 

For such mi{lrcies bless the Lord, O my soul ; and all that 
is within me, bless his holy name. 

O thou beginning and ending, tlie first and the last, the 
author and the finisher of the faith, Jehovah Jesus. I have 
been looking up to thee for thy divine teaching, and I am still 
looking up to thee for thy divine blessing on this my offering. 
It is a poor mite, which I would cast into thy treasury as my 
dying testimony for the truth and for the power of thy gospeL 
Be pleased to accept it out of thine infinite condescension. 
Thou knowest the heart of thy servant : whatever is right in 
it is thine own, the work of thine own grace. Failings there 
are, and they are mine : of thy mercy pardon them. And 
make use of this little treatise, as it shall seem best to thy 
godly wisdom, for the increase of faith in thy church, and for 
the advancement of thine own fame and glory, that more 
honour may be put upon thy word, more dependance exercised 
apon thy faithfulness, and there may be a growing^ conformity 
to it in the hearts and lives of thy people. Be pleased, mer- 
ciful Saviour, to accompany the reading of it with thy Spirit 
for these purposes, and I shall be amply rewarded. May thy 
grace, the grace of our Lord Jesu£ Christ, and the love of 6oa« 
and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with us all. Amen 
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